
"Oh that Thou would rend the heavens, that Thou would come down, that the mountains might flow down at Thy presence. 
As when the melting fire burns, the fire causes the waters to boil, to make known Thy name to thine adversaries, 

that the nations may tremble at Thy presence!" Isaiah 64:1,2 

The purpose of this newsletter is to 
encourage prayer and passion for a true 
revival of Apostolic Christianity. The following 
material is offered in the hopes of provoking 
zeal and providing a vision of what the Churcf: 
could be if we would fervently pray. 

lPRAYER MAKES H[STORY 

In James 5: 1 0the Church is exhorted to 
"take the prophets for an example". A careful 
study of the "HolyMenofO/d"is able to kindle 
both the fires of self-sacrifice and prayerful 
devotion. Prophetic examples are not con­
fined only to the pages of the Scriptures. 
Though often neglected and forgotten, God's 
prophetic torches have always burned 
throughout the Church's History. One such 
burning prophet was Girolamo Savonarola. 
Through this one man's Spirit-filled ministry 
of tears, prayer and preaching much of Eu­
rope was prepared for the Great Protestant 
Reformation. 

Born in Ferrara, Italy, September 14, 
1452, Savonarola was the third in a family of 
seven children-five sons and two daughters. 
As a boy his devotion and fervor increased as 
he grew older, and he spent many hours in 
prayer and fasting. He would kneel in church 
for hours engaged in prayer. He was very 
contemplative, and his soul was deeply stirred 
by the sin and worldliness he saw or:i every 
hand. The luxury, splendor, and wealth 
displayed by the rich and the awful poverty of 
the poor weighed heavily on his heart. Italy 
was the prey of petty tyrants and wicked 
priests, and dukes and popes vied with each 
other in lewdness, lavishness, and cruelty. 
These things brought great sorrow to his 
young soul which was burning for holiness 
and truth. He talked little, and keptto himself. 
He loved to be in lonely places, in the open 
fields, or along the green banks of the river 
Po, and there wandering, sometimes sing­
ing, sometimes weeping, he gave utterance 
to the strong emotions which boiled in his 
breast. His great soulful eyes were resplen­
dent, and the color of the heavens, but they 
were often filled with tears. Prayer was his 

"Girolamo Savonarola" 

one great solace, and his tears would often 
stain the altar steps, where he sought aid 
from heaven against the vile and corrupt age. 

One day, he suddenly beheld in a vision 
the heavens opened, and all the future ca­
lamities of the Church passed before his 
eyes; and he seemed to hear a voice charg­
ing him to announce them to the people. 
From that moment he was convinced of his 
Divine mission, and was filled with a new 
unction and power. His preaching was now 
with a voice of thunder, and his rebukes 
against sin were so terrific that the people 
who listened to him sometimes went about 
the streets half-dazed, bewildered, and 
speechless. His congregations were often in 
tears, so that the whole church resounded 
with their sobs and weeping. Men and women 
of every age and condition, workmen, poets, 
philosophers, would burst into passionate 
tears. 

Savonarola's zeal for prayer, his faith, 
and his devotion increased day by day. 
Savonarola, when engaged in prayer, fre­
quently fell into a trance, and was sometimes 
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so transported by holy fervor that he was 
obliged to retire to some solitary place. Some 
of his biographers relate that on Christmas 
Eve, in the year 1486, Savonarola, while 
seated in the pulpit, remained immovable for 
five hours, in a trance, and that his face 
seemed illuminated to all in the church. 

The influence of Savonarola was now 
greater than ever. The people of Florence, 
Italy abandoned theirvile and worldly books. 
All prayed, wentto church, and the rich gave 
freely to the poor. Merchants restored ill­
gotten gains. All the people forsook the 
carnivals and vanities in which they had 
indulged, and made huge bonfires of their 
worldly books, obscene pictures, and other 
thingsofthekind. Thechildrenmarchedfrom 
house to house in procession, singing hymns, 
and collecting everything they styled vani­
ties. Savonarola's fearless sermons aroused 
the anger of many, and especially of the 
corrupt pope, cardinals, and priests of the 
Roman Catholic Church. He was threat­
ened, excommunicated, and persecuted; 
and finally, in 1498, by express order of 
Alexander VI., one of the vilest of popes, he 
was beaten, strangled and burned in the 
public square of Florence, the city he loved so 
well. 

The life of Savonarola exemplifies many 
precious qualities that our fainthearted and 
distracted age so desperately needs. Such 
qualities as persistent prayer, patience, pu­
rity and most importantly a sacrificial love for 
Jesus. Until we as the body of Christ return 
to these holy principles, true reformation and 
revival will not be realized; Oh Lord break our 
hearts and open our eyes! 

References Used-

"Deeper Experiences of Famous 
Christians" 
by J. G. Lawson 

"Heroes of The Reformation" 
by Richard Newton 







(continued.from previous page) 

The comforts of the Spirit are humbling. The more water
is poured into a bucket, the lower it descends; the fuller the ship 
is laden with sweet spices, the lower it sails. The more a 
Christian is filled with the sweet comforts of the Spirit, the 
lower he sails in humility. The fuller a tree is of fruit, the 
lower the branch hangs. The more full we are of "the fruit of
the Spirit, joy and peace" (Galatians 5:22), the more we bend 
in humility. Those who say they have comfort, but are proud, 
who have learned to despise others and have climbed above 
ordinances; their comforts are delu-

out against the fiery trial, and turn the flame into a bed of roses. 
How powerful is that comfort which can make a Christian glory 
in tribulations! (Romans 5:3). A believer is never so sad but that 
he can rejoice. The bird of paradise can sing in the winter. 

The comforts that God's mourners have are heart-quieting
comforts. They cause a sweet acquiescence and rest in the soul. 
The heart of a Christian is in a kind of discomposure, like the 
needle in the compass; it shakes and trembles till the Comforter 

comes. Some creatures cannot live 
sions. The devil is able, not only to
"transform himself into angel of 
light" (2 Corinthians 11:14), but 
he can transform himself into a 
comforter. It is easy to counterfeit 
money, to silver over brass and put 
the king's image upon it. The devil 
can silver over false comforts and 
make them look as if they had the 
stamp of the King of heaven upon 
them. The comforts of God are 
humbling. Though they lift the heart 
up in thankfulness, yet they do not 
puff it up in pride. The comforts 
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but in the sun. A Christian is even 
dead in the nest, unless he may have 
the sunlight of God's countenance. 
"Hide not thy face from me, lest I be 
like them that go down into the pit" 
(Psalm 143:7). 

The comforts of the Spirit are
abiding comforts. As they abound in 
us so they abide with us. "He shall
give you another Comforter that He 
may abide with you forever" (John 
14:16). Worldly comforts are al-
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reserved for the mourners are ''fill-
ing comforts" "The God of hope fill you with all joy ... " 
(Romans 15:13). ''Ask . .. that your joy may be full" (John
16: 24). When God pours in the joys of heaven, they fill the heart 
and make it run over. "/ am exceedingjoyful ... "(2 Corinthians
7:4). 

The comforts which God gives His mourners are infi­
nitely, transporting and ravishing. So delightful are they and 
amazing, that they cause a jubilation which, as some of the 
learned say, is so great that it cannot be expressed. Of all things 
joy is the most hard to be deciphered. It is called ''joy
unspeakable." (1 Peter 1 :8). You may sooner taste honey than 
tell how sweet it is. The wine of the Spirit can sweeten the waters 
of Marah. They who are possessed of these heavenly comforts 
can gather grapes of thorns, and fetch honey out of the lion's 
carcass. They are strong consolations indeed, that can stand it 

ways upon the wing, ready to fly. 
They are like a land-flood, or a flash 

of lightning. All things here are transient, but the comforts with 
which God feeds His mourners are immortal. "Who hath loved
us and given us everlasting consolation" (2 Thessalonians 
2:16). Though a Christian does not always have a sunbeam of 
comfort, yet he has a dawning of it in his soul. He always has a 
ground of hope and a root of joy. There is that within him which 
bears up his heart, and which he would not on any terms part 
with. Behold, then, the mourner's privilege, he shall be com­
forted. David who was the great mourner of Israel, was the 
sweet singer of Israel. The weeping dove shall be covered with 
the golden feathers of comfort. Oh, how rare and superlative are 
these comforts! 

by Thomas Watson 
"The Beatitudes" 

ALWAYS RJEMEMJBJER 

A truly prayerful and 
consecrated life unto God can 
only be established by faith. It is 
by trusting in the .finished work 
of Christ that we are empowered 
to produce the fruit of love and 
righteousness. 

The Watchword is a free monthly publication 
designed to awaken the Church to her need for humility, 

repentance and revival. lte gratefully welcome your 
prayers and financial support as the Holy Spirit 
leads. Please feel free to make copies of the Watchword 
for your family, friends and ministry use. 

Prayer Times 
Friday; 6 to 7am (auditorium) • Saturday; 8-11am (prayer room)

"For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world; and this is 
the victory that has overcome 

the world; our faith." (I John 5:4) 

HIDDEN IN HIM prayer watch " ... that in all things, He (JESUS CHRIST} may have the preeminence." (Col 1 :15-18) 


