
" h that Thou would rend the heavens, that Thou would come down, that the mountains might flow dow_n at Thy pr�sence. O 
As when the melting fire burns, the fire causes the waters to boil, to make �own Thy name to Thme adversar,es, 

that the nations may tremble at Thy presence! Isawh 64:1,2

The purpose of this publication is to 
encourage prayer and passion for a �e 
revival of Apostolic Christianity. The following 
material is offered in the hopes of provoking 
zeal and providing a vision of what the Church 
could be if we would fervently pray. 

PRAYER MAKES lIUSTORY 

Many within the Church today feel as 
if they are drowning in a river of empty 
words and hollow promises. Demoral­
ized by superficial religion, their hungry 
hearts are crying out, "Where is the REAL 
Church, mighty in truth and power?" There 
are many who can give us a moving 
definition of revival, but where are the 
MEN who can move the Church with a 
demonstration of revival? As the late 
Leonard Ravenhill once said, "We can all 

make the menu, but we can't make the 

meal." Proverbs27:7 tells us that, "To the 

hungry even what is bitter tastes sweet." 
Sadly, multitudes of hungry and disillu­
sioned souls are seeking the bitter bread 
of a godliness that denies power, or a form 
of power that denies godliness. Oh, how 
we need the REALITY of revival, a revival 
that will restore the Church to Her former 
apostolic beauty of PURITY and POWER. 
Nothing less than this REALITY will pre­
pare us to face a dying world and the 
coming King. 

Richard Baxter 

remain that way. By the end of Baxter's 
stay, the entire community was miracu­
lously transformed by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Dr. Bates reported that "The 

place before his coming was like a piece 
of dry and barren earth; but by the bless­

ing of heaven upon his labor, the face of 

paradise appeared there. The bad were 

changed to good and the good to better." 
During this season of revival the church at 

The prince of Puritan pastors, Rich-
Kidderminster became so full that five 

ard Baxter was an instrument in such a 
new galleries had to be built to seat the 

revival. Mr. Baxter possessed that rare 
hungry crowds. Mr. Baxter himself writes, 

combination of a prophet's fiery zeal and 
"As you passed along the streets on the 

a pastor's tender care. In theyearof 1647 
Sabbath morning, you might hear a hun-

Baxter was resettled in his old church at 
dred households singing psalms at their 

Kidderminster. ltwasherethathesparked 
familyworship. fn aword, when lcameto 

and nurtured a mighty revival. When 
Kidderminster, there was only about one 

Baxter arrived at Kidderminster it had a 
family in a whole street that worshipped 
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family did not do so." Kidderminster be­
came a "colony of heaven"in the days of 
Richard Baxter. 

With tireless zeal, Baxter fanned the 
flames of revival with the MIRACLE of 
passionate preaching. Many believe that 
Baxter was one of the most powerful 
preachers that ever addressed an En­
glish congregation. He was an intense 
and forceful preacher, he believed that, "If 

hard hearts were to be broken, it was not 
stroking but striking that must do it." He 
purposed to always, "Preach as never 

sure to preach again, and as a dying man 

to dying men." His sermons were a com­
bination of cutting and piercing words and 
a gentle and loving spirit. Baxter consis­
tently spoke like one who had been face to 
face with Jesus. He drew others to Heaven 
through his preaching because he had 
touched Heaven through his praying. In 
Baxter's classic book The Reformed Pas­

tor, he reminds us that the pulpit is only a 
reflection of the closet. He writes, "When 

your minds are in holy, heavenly frame, 

your people are likely to partake of it. 

They will be able to feel when you have 
been much with God; that which is most 
on your heart, will be most in their ears." 

Even after Mr. Baxter had delivered 
his very soul through preaching, he still 
felt that his work was but half done. He 
knew that the preaching of the Word must 
be accompanied by the personal and indi­
vidual touch of a pastor. "He arranged 
that every family in his parish should 

come to his house, oneby one ... Then he 
took each member apart and urgently, 
tenderly besought him to make an imme­
diate decision for Christ. Seldom did a 

family leave Baxter's door without tears." population of about 3000 weavers who 
God and called upon His name. When I 

were reckless, ungodly and content to 
left, there were some streets where not a (continued on page 2J 
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