


plications for purity of heart were heard from all parts of the agitated mass -in the galleries, as well 
as throughout the body of the chapel; While purified souls were exulting in the loftiest strains of 
adoration. The scene was, beyond description, grand and sublimely awful. It was God's own house, 
and heaven's gate. Poor sinners were amazed, and fled; but some of them fell down, some distance 
from the chapel, in terror and agony. Many however remained, repeating the publican's plea, 'God 
be merciful to me a sinner!' My soul, full of holy awe, trembled before the majesty of God. Like Elijah, 
who covered his face in his mantle when the Lord passed by, I was glad to have a place of 
concealment in the bottom of the pulpit. The superintendent minister, the Rev. Thomas Martin, who 
was with me in the pulpit at the time, was so overpowered, that he could do nothing but weep and 
adore. Thus it continued for about twenty-five minutes, when the Lord stayed His hand, and there 
was a sudden and heavenly calm, full of sunshine and glory. The number converted and sanctified 
on that night was great. It appears the influence was almost as powerful outside the chapel as within. 
An unconverted man, who was standing outside at the time, waiting to accompany his wife home, 
said, when she came out, 'I don't know what has been going on in the chapel, or how you have felt, 
but there was a very strange feeling came over me while I was standing at the door.' A few such 
shocks of almighty power would turn the kingdom of the devil in any place or city upside down, and 
go far to convert the entire population." 

On occasions the manifestations accompanying Mr. Caughey's ministry went far beyond the 
accepted norms usually associated with modern, English Methodism. As we have already noted, 
extended seasons of intense weeping and piercing cries were quite common in Caughey's 

meetings. However, there were also some occasional instances of a more drastic nature. In Ireland 
there were manifestations of exuberant jumping and rejoicing accompanied by others being violently 
overcome with uncontrollable shaking and trembling. As a result, it was not uncommon for Mr. 

Caughey to be accused of promoting emotional fanaticism by those who were resisting his reforms 
among the Wesleyan Methodists. The following comments from Mr. Caughey's book "Revival 
Miscellanies" are indicative of how he responded to his critics. He writes, "I understand the design 
of such names as 'fanatics, enthusiasts, madmen, etc.' These names are fastened upon some of the 
zealous servants of God for the same purpose that the skins of wild beasts were put upon the 
primitive Christians by their persecutors, that they might more readily be torn in pieces by the hungry 
lions in the arena of the amphitheater. Yet they were Christians still, notwithstanding these deforming 
skins, and so are we, though some cover us from head to foot with the hideous imputations of 
fanaticism ... " 

Those who were closest to the revivalist were often asked how Mr. Caughey managed to consistently 
flow in the power of the Holy Spirit. The answer was almost always the same. -Knee work! Knee work! 
Knee work! This was his secret! James Caughey was a man committed to faith-filled, travailing 
prayer. "He spent many hours of each day on his knees, with his Bible spread open before him, 
asking wisdom from on high, and beseeching a blessing from God on the preaching of His Word ... 
This was his almost constant employment between breakfast and dinner." Caughey's anointed 
ministry was merely the outward fruit of a lifestyle of constant praying in the Holy Ghost. 

Mr. Caughey's lengthy revival ministry in Britain had brought about an unexpected refreshing among 
the common people of the Wesleyan Methodist Church. As a result, his ministry naturally 
empowered the growing, Methodist reform movement. These Methodist reformers sought to 
encourage spiritual renewal and ministry-participation among the common English people. They 
understood that a lasting revival would prepare and empower the common man to take his rightful 
place in the Church. Thus, they strongly supported James Caughey, as he challenged the Wesleyan 
people to return to the apostolic roots of John Wesley's Methodism. Eventually, Mr. Caughey was 
stubbornly opposed and censored by England's Methodist leadership. Finally, in 1847 Caughey 
reluctantly consented to close his revival meetings in England and quietly return to America. 

Revivals are seasons of intense and rapid spiritual growth, and such growth always involves change. 
Growing children demand new and larger garments, just as growing trees need room for their 
expanding roots. The sincere seekers of lasting revival must be willing to change and yield to the 
Spirit's control. The wind, water, and fire of the Holy Ghost are ever moving elements that require 
plenty of room to breathe. We must beware of quenching and smothering the influence of the Holy 
Spirit by our predetermined preferences and stiff religious traditions. True revival will not come 

through our fleshly might or organizational power, but ONLY by God's Spirit! Have we given the Holy 
Spirit permission to change US? 

References - Methodism in Ernest by James Caughey, Showers of Blessing by James Caughey, Revival

Miscellanies by James Caughey, Arrows from my Quiver by James Caughey, Transatlantic Revivalism by Richard 
Carwardine, Men and Women of Deep Piety by Mrs. Clara McLEISTER, The Eager Feet by J. Edwin Orr, The Light 

of the Nations by J. Edwin Orr, A History of American Revivals by Frank G. Beardsley. 
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Wii'fchword 
The purpose of this publicat ion 
is to encourage prayer and 
preparation for a true revival of 
Apostolic Christianity. The 
enclosed material is designed 
to provoke hope, zeal and vision 
for what the Church could be if 
we would fervently pray. 
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REl\lEl\lBER! 
A truly prayerful and 

consecrated life unto God can 

only be  established by faith. It 

is by trusting in the finished 

work of Christ that we are 

empowered to produce the 

fruit of love and righteousness. 

"For whatever is born of God 

overcomes the world; and this is 

the victory that has overcome 

the world; our faith." 

(/ John 5:4) 













To avoid any misunderstanding, let me say that there is nothing 
wrong with bulletins or scheduled services. Such things have a 
legitimate place in the Body of Christ, and certainly no one is 
denying the necessity of ministering to the needs of hurting 
people. However, we need to remember that like Aaron and his 
sons, we are called first to minister to God, before attempting to 
bestow a blessing upon others (Exodus 28). We need to carefully 
reconsider what our primary purpose is as the House of God. Is 
it right that the preferences and feelings of MAN are being exalted 
above the feelings and affections of Jesus Christ? Have we 
forgotten that Christ is not just some cold and unfeeling piece of 
orthodox theology! He is a real person with real feelings and 
emotions! The Apostles did not turn the world upside down by 
handing out books on theology and church order. They intro­
duced the world to the PERSON of Jesus Christ! They unveiled 

the living Lamb of God, which they had each personally seen, 
handled and experienced ( 1 John 1: 1-4 ). They boldly called all 
men everywhere to die to themselves and worship and love 
Jesus. The early Apostolic Church was founded upon the 
preaching and pursuit of Christ above all else! (1 Cor. 2:2, 2 Cor. 
4:5, Phil. 3:8 & Col. 1 :28). Our EVERY NEED is only met as we 
seek first to meet the needs and desires of Christ's heart! (Mt. 
6:33). Everything we do as the Church must be done first and 
foremost for the personal pleasure and glory of the LAMB. "All 

things were created by Him and for Him. And He is before all 

things, and in Him all things consist" Col. 1:16-17. 
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The preparations needed for the coming revival demand that we 
radically change the way we view Jesus Christ and His house. 
Our churches must rediscover the priority of adoring the Lamb of 
God before all others. God's honor, kingdom and pleasure must 
always come before ours! This was the strength of the Moravians 
who prepared the way for the First Great Awakening in the 18th 
century. The words of their leader Count Zinzendorf reflect their 
relentless passion for the person of Jesus. He writes, "Our 

method of proclaiming salvation is this: to point out to every heart 

the loving Lamb, who died for us; to never, either in discourse or 

in argument, to digress even for a quarter of an hour from the 

loving Lamb; to name no virtue except in Him, and from Him and 

on His account; to preach no commandment except faith in Him; 

no other justification but that He atoned for us; no other sanctifi­

cation but the privilege to sin no more; no other happiness but to 

be near Him, to think of Him and do His pleasure; no other self 

denial but to be deprived of Him and His blessings; no other 

calamity but to displease Him; no other life but in Him." This is the 
heart cry of true Apostolic Christianity. This kind of fervent loyalty 
and jealousy for the honor of Jesus Christ is indispensable, if we 
are to be fashioned into the resting place of God and a house of 
REVIVAL! 
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HIDDEN IN HIM prayer watch " ... that in all things, He (JESUS CHRIST) may have the preeminence" (Col 1 :15-18). 


