


ANDREW MURRAY 
He Almost Stopped a 
True Revival! 
by David Smithers 

Soon after coming to Christ, I was given two small 
paperbacks written by Andrew Murray, 'The Prayer Life" 
and "Waiting on God". It seemed with each new chapter 
came fresh insights and new experiences in prayer. As a 
young believer, these writings greatly helped me to define 

and establish my personal prayer life. The principles conveyed in those little dog­
eared books still continue to have a significant influence upon my prayer life and 
ministry. Almost twenty years later, I am only now beginning to feel that I truly 
understand the depth of what Andrew Murray was writing about! Most works on 
prayer direct you to a process of prayer, but Mr. Murray's writings direct you to the 
person of prayer - JESUS CHRIST. 

Birthplace & Home 

Andrew Murray was born on May 9th, 1828 in a Dutch Reformed parsonage in Graaff 
Reinet, South Africa. It was here that his father, the Rev. Andrew Murray, Sr. was 
ministering to the Dutch settlers. The Murray home was a vibrant and active place 
filled with the lively sounds of joy, prayer, and worship. Every Friday evening Andrew 
Murray's father would gather his family together and read them moving accounts of 
past revivals. He would then retire to his study and pour out his heart in prayer for 
revival to come to South Africa. This had been his weekly habit since 1822. Young 
Murray also benefited from several other fine examples of Christian zeal and devo­
tion. Such men as David Livingstone and Robert Moffat frequently passed through 
their home on their way to the coast. 

William C. Burns 

In 1838, at the age of ten, Andrew left home with his brother John to study in Scot­
land. They stayed with their uncle, the Rev. John Murray. In the spring of 1840 the 
uncle introduced the boys to the.revival ministry of William C. Burns. This renowned 
Scottish revivalist left a deep and lasting impression on the youthful Andrew Murray. 
The twelve-year-old Murray must have been thrilled when Mr. Burns invited him to 
carry his Bible and cloak as they walked together to the revival meetings in Aberdeen. 
Years later, Murray could still vividly recall the power of Burns' godly influence upon 
his life. His sincerity, fervent praying, and penetrating preaching all helped Andrew 
Murray define his own personal ministry and calling. The influence of one 
generation's Spirit-filled ministry often waters the seeds of another generation's 
harvest. 

Pastor Blumhardt 

After graduating from Marischal College in 1844, the two brothers went to Utrecht, 
Hollano, for the purpose of further study in theology and the Dutch language. Reli­
gious life�t this time in the Netherlands was at a low ebb and rationalism had crippled 
many of the pulpits and seminaries. Much like the Wesley brothers and the Holy Club 
at Oxford, John and Andrew joined a zealous group at the college called "Sechor 
Dabar" (Remember the Word). Here they found like-minded brethren, warm fellow­
ship, and true missionary zeal. During a vacation from their classes, the brothers 
visited Germany, where they had the opportunity to meet Pastor Blumhardt. This 
remarkable man had been used to bring revival to the Renish province in Germany. 
This revival was marked by extraordinary manifestations of deliverance and healing 
the sick through prayer. "Andrew saw firsthand the ongoing work of God's power in 
his own time." 
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REl\lEl\lBER/ 
A truly prayerful and 

consecrated life unto God 

can only be established by 

faith. It is by trusting in the 

finished work of Christ that 

we are empowered to 

produce the fruit of love and 

righteousness. 

"For whatever is born of God 

overcomes the world; and this 

is the victory that has overcome 

the world; our faith." 

(I John 5:4) 
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A Generation on Fire! 

The greatest revivalists of the past were young men and women 
who dared to believe God for something more for their own 
generation! George Whitfield, Howell Harris, Count Zinzendorf, 
Charles G. Finney, Charles Spurgeon, Evan Roberts, Robert 
Murray M'Cheyne, William C. Burns, Hudson Taylor, C. T. 
Studd, David Brainerd and countless others were all mightily 
used of God while still in their twenties. Why then are so many 
of us still looking to the fruitless institutions of decaying 
Christendom for the steps to our revival dreams? We will never 
realize our spiritual potential by imitating the unrevived methods 
of status quo Christianity. God has not called us to mimic the 
weak and half-reformed religion around us. Like Abram, we 
have been called out of the land of barrenness to inherit the 
harvest-fields of revival fruitfulness for this generation and 
generations to come. -(Josh 24:2-3) 

True spiritual pioneers are the embodiment of URGENCY and 
ZEAL. They recognize their eternal responsibility for their own 
generation. The apostle of faith, George Muller once said, "My 
business is with all my might to serve my own generation. In 
doing so I shall best serve the next generation, should the Lord 
tarry ... I have but one life to live on Earth and this one life is but 
a brief life for sowing in comparison with eternity for reaping." 
General Booth conveyed the same thought with the following 
lines: "Your days at the most cannot be very long, so use them 
to the best of your ability for the glory of God and the benefit of 
your generation." Catherine Booth, the mother of the Salvation
Army, daily charged her nine children with something similar, 
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"You are not here in the world for yourself. You have been sent 
here for others. The world is waiting for you!" More than once, 
I heard the late Leonard Ravenhill predict that God was going 
to raise up a new generation to bring the fires of revival to this 
sin-sick world. The late Keith Green, echoed these same urgent 
sentiments. In his final days, he repeatedly unsettled many of 
us with the following words. "This generation of Christians is 
responsible for this generation of souls on the Earth!" Have you 
been awakened to your eternal and personal responsibility for 
this generation? 

A good pioneer is always eager to learn from the insight and 
experiences of others, but stand still - NEVER! Not while the 
promises of revival are still unknown in this generation. Not 
while Christ is still a stranger to countless lost and dying souls 
around the world. Not while there is still one blind and stubborn 
heart that refuses to give praise and honor to our Ki_ng Je-sus1 -­
Are you willing to break new ground and rediscover some of the 
forgotten treasures of Jesus Christ? Are you ready to take His 
manifest presence to the ends of the Earth?. Young pioneer, 
NOW is the time to look to Jesus Christ and dare to dream for 
something MORE! "The kingdom of heaven suffers violence, 
and the violent take it by force". - (Matt 11 : 12) 
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