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St. Michael’s Sunday School. Acts.01 

 
Today, we begin a study of the book of “Acts” which is, as is true of every account of 
history, a selected history that provides a brief account of significant events during the first 
generation of “Church History”  
- Acts tells the true story of the advancement of the “gospel of the kingdom of God” from the 
time in Jerusalem when Jesus "presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs" (Acts 
1:3) until the period in which the Apostle Paul arrived and preached in Rome (Acts 28:31) 
- The thematic verse of the book is Acts1:8 in which Jesus gives the promise, as well as 
commission, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  
 
The author of the book is universally recognized to be Luke, the author of the Gospel 
According to Luke, who was a “physician” (Col. 4:14) and, beginning with the Apostle 
Paul’s arrival in Troas (Acts 16:11), became his travelling associate and “fellow worker”  
- Acts, like the Gospel According to Luke, is addressed to “Theophilus” (Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1), 
whose name means “friend of God” or “one who loves God, and may have been an actual person 
or simply a literary name for anyone who desired to learn about “all that Jesus began to do and 
teach” (Acts 1:1), and the spread of the Gospel from Jerusalem to Rome 
 
From the time of the second century, the book has been known by the title of “The Acts of 
the Apostles” 
- This, however, is a “distilled” title because the book (a) does not tell of “acts” of all the 
apostles but focuses primarily on the Apostles Peter and Paul, and (b) includes the "acts" of two 
Deacons, Stephen and Philip (Acts 6-8), as well as accounts of other significant events  
- Some have proposed the title “Acts of the Holy Spirit,” but this would be inaccurate, for while 
Acts emphasizes the absolute necessity of the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit, there are 
other things the book emphasizes, among them being a number of accounts of persecution, 
especially of Peter and Paul 
 
Just as the foundation of any building is the first and, in many ways, the most critical 
feature of a structure, this is true of the beginning verses and chapter of the Book of Acts  
- While people often quickly pass over these verses to Pentecost in chapter 2, these verses 
establish essential principles for what takes place in the rest of the book 
 
It must not simply be noticed, but emphatically emphasized that the foundational 
principles we see in chapter one, as well as what happened in chapter 2 on the Day of 
Pentecost, are essential elements of virtually every spiritual revival and awakening that has 
taken place in history 
- Whereas “revival” is the spiritual renewal of true followers of the Lord Jesus, the Church, 
“awakening” is the conversion of unbelievers to become followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
being “added” as members of the church (Acts 2:41), whose lives are empowered by the Holy 
Spirit to be formed to become like Christ and fulfill His purpose for their lives 
è If we want to see and experience revival and awakening in our time, we must apply 
these foundational principles to our lives and do what we see the first followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ doing in these verses 
 
The introductory verses in Acts 1:1-11 "set in place" specific foundational features of Acts 
with the brief account of Christ's directions to His Apostles during the 40 days from His 
resurrection to His ascension to the right hand of God the Father, the Almighty in heaven 
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1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 

until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait 
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 
Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.”  

9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, 
two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.”  
 
While there are many things that can be highlighted in these verses, we will look at four 
that are, in many ways, the most important  
 
(1) The Ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ 
 
As the Gospel of Luke ends with the Ascension of the Lord Jesus to heaven (Luke 24:51), so 
the Book of Acts begins, not with Christ's death on the cross, nor even His resurrection, but 
with His Ascension - "until the day He was taken up" (1:2) 
- Then again, these verses culminate with the Ascension and the angelic announcement that He 
will come again: "This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven” (1:11) 
- This age, which as Jesus said God Himself "fixed by His own authority" (1:6), begins with His 
Ascension and will end with His coming again from heaven to physically reign on earth 
- The Ascension of Christ "controls" and establishes the sovereign authority for the "agenda" of 
God's will and purpose during this age of history 
 
It cannot be emphasized enough how important and significant this is in the transition, not 
only for this age of earthly history, but for all the unending ages of eternity for the totality 
of the universe in heaven and on earth and all earthly and spiritual realms of existence 
- Yet, the poverty and failure to understand this is demonstrated by how little, if any, Christians 
even know about, let alone celebrate the Ascension of Christ with His coronation and 
enthronement at the right hand of God in heaven as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
- Compare how much time is devoted to Christ's incarnation at Advent/Christmas as well as His 
death and resurrection during Lent/Easter, but how little, if any, is given to His Ascension 
- If Christians are asked, "What is the importance of the Ascension of Christ, and what does it 
personally mean to you?", most would probably have little if any idea of what to answer 
- This is not what we find in the Book of Acts, nor much of the rest of the New Testament 
- For example, the content of Paul's first prayer for believers in the book of Ephesians is that God 
would open the "eyes of your heart" to "know the surpassing greatness of God's power toward us 
who believe" which was exercised when God raised Jesus from the dead and enthroned Him at 
His right hand, "far above all rule and authority in heaven and earth" (Ephesians 1:18-23) 
- How much do followers of Christ know and live in and according to this "power"? 
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- Then again, think how the Book of Revelation, which literally gives the "unfolding" revelation 
of the dreadful future of earthly history, begins in chapter 5 with the reign, rule, and worship of 
the Lord Jesus enthroned in heaven  
 
The most important thing to understand about Christ's Ascension is that it was the 
Almighty act of God Himself in real, time-space history to establish the man Jesus as the 
supreme authority and sovereign ruler over the totality of the cosmos/universe 
- Ultimately, everything in life is controlled by supreme authority and power, and the supreme 
authority in the cosmos/universe is God Almighty who rules through His Son, the Lord Jesus 
èAs everything for the rest of eternity is to be understood from the historic fact of His 
Ascension, and so we are to live our lives in and under the reality that Jesus is Lord of all 
 
The sovereign authority and rule of the Lord Jesus Christ is exercised and manifested in 
what the Bible speaks of as "the kingdom of God" 
- As Acts 1:3 records, the overall subject of which Christ spoke to His "chosen" apostles during 
the 40 period was not the meaning of His death on the cross but the "kingdom of God" 
- The "kingdom of God" is not a static location, such as heaven, or a constituted "body" such as 
the Church or nation such as Great Britain, but the dynamic, living exercise of the will of God 
- The "kingdom of God" is manifested where God's will is being done, and the "place" in which 
His kingdom rule and will is exercised is in the heart of His creatures - all creatures  
- This is why Jesus told us to pray "Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven" (Matthew 6:10) 
 
Because the Apostles (a) understood "the kingdom of God" to mean the rule of God on 
earth, (b) the resurrection of Jesus was God's act and demonstration in history that Jesus is 
the "Messiah," meaning the King and Lord Who would reign over God's people on earth, 
and (c) that the Scriptures foretold that God's kingdom would be manifested on earth in 
and through His covenant people Israel, they ask Jesus, “Lord, will you at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” (1:6) 
- Jesus responds by telling them that the accomplishment of God's agenda for the 
manifestation of His kingdom rule during this age involves three other absolutely essential 
foundational principles  
 
(2) They would be His witnesses  
- Acts1:8 = “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
The phrase "my witnesses" is the essential responsibility and task with which Jesus 
commissioned His chosen Apostles, as well as the whole church they would establish 
- Because of this, Acts records a number of accounts of "witness," meaning sermons and 
testimonies to various kinds of people, such as  
 (a) Peter's sermon in chapter 2 on Pentecost to "devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven"  
 (b) Peter's testimony in chapter 3 to the Jewish leaders who were intent on persecuting 
them and stopping their "witness" 
 (c) Peter's sermon in chapter 10 to the Gentiles, which opened the "door" to the nations 
 (d) Paul's sermon in chapter 13 to Jews and "God-fearers" in the Diaspora 
 (e) Paul's sermon in chapter 17 to intellectual Greeks in Athens 
 (f) Paul's testimonies in chapter 22 to Jews and in chapter 24 to Gentile rulers 
èThis demonstrates the enormous importance and power of personal testimonies 
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It is vital to see what is foremost in the "witness" of the sermons and testimonies recorded 
in Acts, in other words, the primary focus of declaration of "the Gospel" they preached 
- If you were to ask most Bible-believing Christians today, "What was the foremost emphasis 
and content of the preaching and testimonies in Acts?", most would probably answer something 
like, "Christ died on the cross for our sins so we could go to heaven when we die" 
- This is not what we see recorded in the book, it was not the focus of their "witness" 
- A survey of the sermons and testimonies in Acts shows that the death of Christ is only 
mentioned 8 times, with most of these simply being the fact of Him dying or being killed, and 
"going to heaven" is never mentioned because the focus is not heaven but Christ's rule on earth 
 
The primary content and emphasis of their witness and testimony is to the resurrection and 
ascension of Christ because literally everything is based on His resurrection and Ascension 
- This is the essential qualification for the replacement of Judas by the 12th Apostle: "So one of 
the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of 
these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection” (Acts 1:21-22) 
- Then again, in the preaching of Peter on Pentecost: "This Jesus God raised up, and of that we 
all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from 
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing 
and hearing" (Acts 2:32-33; see also Acts 5:32; 10:39; 13:31) 
 
A vital and critical element to "underline" about the preaching is that it is the "man" Jesus 
who was raised from the dead and ascended to heaven 
- Too many Christians read the Gospels and Acts anachronistically, meaning after the Nicene 
Creed (325 AD), seeing Jesus exclusively according to His divine nature and humanity eclipsed 
- This is not what we see in Acts, for the ruler of God's kingdom is the man Jesus  
-  Acts 1:11 = “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  
- Acts 2:22-24 = “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 
God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you 
yourselves know - 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the 
pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.  
- Acts 2:36 = Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both 
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  
- Acts 17:31 = "because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by 
a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead.”  
 
As Jesus outlines in 1:8, the mission of preaching of "the gospel of the kingdom" rule of the 
resurrected and ascended Lord Jesus Christ to which the Apostles and Church through 
this age are to "witness" is to go to "ends of the earth" 
- This is God's sovereign agenda and purpose during this age, for as Jesus said in Matthew 24:14, 
when the "gospel of the kingdom" is preached to every nation, meaning every tribe, tongue, and 
ethnic group on earth (Rev. 6:9), then "the end" of the age will come  
- The focus of the kingdom rule of Christ in the book of Acts is not that people would go to 
heaven when they die, but the fulfillment of God's prophetic promises and purpose that the rule 
of the Lord Jesus would come on earth and go to "the ends of the earth" (Gen.12:3; Psalm 2:8) 
èWhile mission should include compassion for the poor, the commission of the Church is 
not to be a "human services" organization but to preach the gospel of the kingdom 
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(3) The Empowering Presence of the Holy Spirit 
 
As the foundational verses of Acts 1:1-11 emphasize, the empowering, manifest presence of 
the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential for the establishment of Christ's kingdom on earth 
- This could hardly be clearer, as we see from the brief summary of the content of what Jesus 
taught the Apostles between the time of His resurrection and ascension 
- Acts 1:4-5 = And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 
wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  
- Acts 1:7-8 = He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has 
fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.”  
 
A critical aspect of Jesus' Ascension and kingdom reign from heaven was to receive and 
then "pour out" the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit for witness and life 
- Acts 2:33 = Being exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.  
 
"Receiving" the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit is an absolute necessity for 
followers of Christ to accomplish and fulfill God's agenda for Christ's rule on earth 
- Not only authority, but "power" is essential for the kingdom of God to come, and the only way 
Christ's rule can be manifested and realized is by, through, and in the power of the Holy Spirit 
- If it was absolutely essential for the man Jesus to receive the anointing "baptism" and filling of 
the Holy Spirit to empower Him for life and ministry, how much more is it for us? 
- If the Apostles, who, during their three years of practical "seminary" training with Jesus, were 
given "power and authority" by the Lord Jesus to preach the gospel, heal the sick, and cast out 
demons (Luke 9:1ff.), how much more do we? 
- The foremost example of this is Peter, who denied Jesus three times, even before a lowly slave 
girl, and then, after being "baptized" and "filled" with the Holy Spirit became a bold "witness" to 
the Lord Jesus to the thousands on the Day of Pentecost 
èThe greatest reason churches are not fulfilling their God-given mission to preach the 
gospel to reach the lost and make followers of the Lord Jesus Christ whose lives are being 
formed into the likeness of Christ so that they fulfill God's purpose is because they are not 
being filled with, walking according to, and living in the empowering, manifest presence of 
the Holy Spirit  
 
(4) Prayer for the Empowering Presence of the Holy Spirit  
 
Prayer is another essential foundational element of the Church because prayer is the one 
thing to which Jesus connects the receiving of the power of the Holy Spirit 
- This is seen  
 (a) By the direct command of Jesus to His Apostles, and all with them, "not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father" (Acts 1:4) 
- The word "wait" has the indispensable connotation of praying 
 (b) Then, after Jesus ascended to heaven, "All these with one accord were devoting 
themselves to prayer" (Acts 1:14) 
è As the reason churches are not fulfilling their mission is because they are not being 
empowered by the manifest presence of the Holy Spirit, so the reason they are being filled 
with His empowering presence is because they are not "devoting themselves to prayer" 


