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Welcome to the Exodus 
“There is little point in being free from serving Pharaoh if we 
aren’t also free to serve Yahweh” A. Wilson 
 
Exodus, the second book of the Bible written by Moses, is the 
continuation of a true and marvelous story. The genesis of our 
humanity was perfect but didn’t remain that way for long. We 
found ourselves in the plight of downward spiral and eventually 
destruction. But God chose to redeem humanity through a plan 
that included a most unlikely character named Abraham. This plan 
included a promise of God’s presence and provision of a good 
future.  
 
But it has been a long time since Joseph (one of Abraham’s 
descendants) served as an advisor to the Pharaoh in Egypt… and 
a new Pharaoh has come. He rises to power but doesn’t know 
Joseph or the Lord – God’s presence, provision, and promise for 
Abraham’s people is lost on Pharaoh. He’s afraid of the growth of 
the Hebrews and locks them in slavery.  
 
We’re to read about the exodus like we might read about the 
abolition of slavery, or the D-Day landings: as a defining 
moment in history that explains who we are. 
 
But forgetting those defining moments can be as dangerous as the 
moment itself. When we forget … slavery happens. Wherever we 
live, no matter our time in history, we probably live in a place like 
Egypt. A beautiful, strategic, powerful place – that forgets God and 
His Promises. And the way out of slavery goes straight through the 
wilderness. Sometimes we must wander. Sometimes we must 
wait. But through it all, God is drawing us out to draw us close to 
Himself. Moses, whose name means “To Draw Out” leads the 
people into a journey that will draw them close as they learn to 
trust and follow the Lord. Ultimately the journey leads to Jesus our 
great liberator who journeys in the wilderness so He can draw us 
close and ultimately draw out to a greater freedom!  
 
Enjoy the journey!  
 
Greg Smith+  
  
PS – A special thank you to the Rev. Bill Hyer for his excellent 
editorial work! His insight into the sovereignty of God and attention 
to detail were an incredible blessing as I wrote.   
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Start Here!  
Mark 1:17 Follow me,  

and I will make you become 
fishers of men 

 
What in the world does that mean? We hear it all the time, “Follow 
Jesus”… but how do I do it?? And what, exactly, is Jesus going to 
make me into??  
 
This booklet is a compilation of resources to help springboard you into 
a myriad of conversations with your family, friends and neighbors as 
we all share the Gospel, make disciples, and equip ambassadors for  
the world. We hope this will equip you, daily and practically, in 
following Jesus and helping others follow Him.   
 
We’ve broken down this book into a weekly devotion, daily readings of 
Scripture, a weekly Bible study for groups, and Leader’s notes to help 
you go deeper, if needed.  
 
Here’s the key: You can do this.  
 
We’re convinced that if you jump in, read on your own, and with 
others – and look for the plain meaning – God himself will join you on 
the journey and guide you.   
 
So, what to do first?  
 
Step 1 -  Set a time, daily, to read Scripture and reflect. We call this 
“SOAP Journaling”. There are readings for just five days a week to 
help you catch up time on the weekend. Take as short as 15 minutes 
or as long as an hour if you want to really dig in.  
 
Step 2 –Gather a group of people and decide to work through this 
together. It could be one other person, your family, or a group from 
work or the neighborhood. Groups keep the Bible as the main 
curriculum, help focus us on the Gospel and Growth, have between 3-
12 people, and help us apply the Bible to our lives and the lives of 
those around us. Nobody was designed to live the Christian life alone. 
Join a group of friends and grow forward together!  
 
Step 3 – Share what you’re learning! Keep it simple and share what 
you’ve learned (questions, struggles and celebrations). If you need 
help, we’re here to coach!    
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How to Soap –  
SOAP is a method of Bible Study that is easy, practical, and helpful for 
bringing this ancient text to life in your life.  
 
Scripture 
Start by reading the longer section and then focus in on the shorter 
section. Read the passage slowly and intentionally without skimming or 
reading too fast. Try reading it two or three times to really get it.  
Then write in your journal the passage or (at least) a verse, phrase or 
word stands out or catches your attention.  
 
Observation/Interpretation Questions: (What does it mean?)  
Think about the following questions, looking at what the text (in and of 
itself) means. Don’t try to interpret it, yet. Just work to understand what it 
means on its own terms.  
Does the text contain repeated words, phrases and ideas? 
Does it mention attributes of God (things that are true about Him)? 
Does the text make several points in a row?  Number each point as it is 
introduced in the text. 
Did you come across words you don’t understand?  Mark them with a 
question mark.  Look them up in a dictionary and write a definition or 
synonym for them in your copy. 
Does the passage include key transition words, such as if/then, therefore, 
likewise, but, because, or in the same way?  Draw an arrow to connect a 
concluding thought to its beginning argument. 
Is an idea confusing?  Write your question in the margin to address at 
another time. 
 
Application Questions: (How should it change me?) 
Once you’ve begun to understand the text (or even just understood what 
your questions might be) then try to apply it to real life. Ask what the 
passage means for you (individually). The following questions might be 
helpful. Write what you’re thinking in your journal.  
 
What does this passage teach me about God? 
How does this aspect of God’s character change my view of self? 
How does/might this point to Jesus and the Good News that He brings?  
What should I do in response? 
We can and should draw other application points from the text, but the 
God-centered questions should always be our starting point. 
 
Prayer: Now, all you need to do is respond in Prayer. Write out 
something, from the passage, that has made you thankful. Or, write down 
something that the passage made you sorry about (perhaps it revealed 
some sin pattern in your life?). Maybe the passage made you think about 
something that you need from God. Ask him to please provide what you 
need. This is the TSP model of prayer:  Thank you /  Sorry  / Please  
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How to lead a Small Group Bible Study   
Perhaps you’ve been leading Bible Studies for a long time… or 
maybe this is your first attempt. Either way, know that we’re here 
to coach and guide you! Here are some simple things to keep in 
mind and a brief outline as you begin:  
     First, realize what a Small Group Bible Study is. It’s not a book 
club, lecture society, or sensitivity training. A Small Group Bible 
Study’s goal is to apply the Gospel to everyday life as we intersect 
with the Bible.  
 
A Small Group Bible Study Defined 
1 – A weekly meeting where the Bible is the one curriculum 
2 – Two targets: The Gospel and Discipleship Engines 
3 – 12 People… once it gets larger discussion is hindered 
4 – Questions to help apply to real life.  
 
Purpose - Discipleship = Follow, Form, Fulfill 
"Making Disciples" means we are helping people move into being 
followers of Jesus to people who are being formed by Jesus to 
people who are fulfilling the great commission.  We are sharing the 
Gospel, making Disciples, and equipping Ambassadors. 
 
Rules of the Road 
#1 BE SELF-AWARE not AUDIENCE AWARE:  Be self-aware of how 
you personally affect the group through your words, actions, and non-
verbal communication. Use “I” statements about what you think/feel… 
and make sure everyone talks. No preaching! Let Jesus (through his 
Word) fix people. Give encouragement; speak truth, point to Jesus. 
#2 CONFIDENTIALITY: What’s said in the group stays in the group. 
#3 LISTEN: (PAUSE and SILENCE and No “Cross Talk”) Value one 
another during the discussions. Don’t think about what to say next. 
Affirm what’s being said right now. Take a breath and think about 
what’s just been said before responding.  And don’t fill the silence… 
Stay in the moment… be considerate… listen.   No side 
conversations. 
 
Open – Help the group focus on the reason they’re there 
   Start by checking in. Ask what people learned the previous week 
and shared with anyone. This will help move people from 
“information” to “transformation”. 
   “Open” questions help break the ice and get people relating with 
each other and the text. Use what’s provided or make one up to 
help your group connect as you see fit.  
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   A great opening question will tie real life with the theme of the 
text... and it helps get people on task in a fun relational manner. 
 
 
Story the Bible Passage - Leader: Tell the story in your own 
words, asking the group to re-tell it back to you. 
This method is called “Storying” and it really helps people to 
engage with the story. It doesn’t replace the reading of God’s 
Word, but it does help people focus and hear things they might not 
have from the text. After they’ve heard the passage, and re-told it 
to you, read the passage. There are some great Storying helps at 
the end of this booklet.  
 
Dig - Ask the questions in the book OR create new questions with 
simple journalist investigation. The point of these questions is to 
dig into the who, what, where, when, why facts of the passage. 
This helps keep the Bible the main teacher. Everyone has an 
opinion, but we always want to go back to what the text says. Help 
everyone keep in mind that the Bible is God’s Word, all of it, so we 
need to let it teach us… rather than simply being commentators.  
 
Apply - This is where a group really learns to grow. In order to 
apply the Gospel to daily living, it’s important to ask these four 
kinds of questions. They help us see God’s character and actions 
and contrast them to people’s (and our!) character and actions. 
Once we see that, the Good News begins to come into focus. And, 
if you can identify the Good News then it’s easy to share it with 
others. 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this 
passage Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray -  Thank you / Sorry / Please 
Keep it simple, inviting everyone to pray, out loud, with simplicity. 
Simply list the thing(s) you’re thankful for in prayer. Then share 
what you’re sorry for (Perhaps something in this study reminded 
you of something about God you need to remember, or something 
you need to do that you’ve neglected) Then, going around as a 
group, individually listing out your requests (Ask God to please 
help you with what you need to do… or help you in another area). 
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Week 1 – Exodus 1:8-2:10 -- God Hears His People 

 
Sudden and Gradual 
 
As we were driving in Israel, along the Dead Sea, we were 
amazed at the stark, quiet, brilliant beauty. But our tour bus, which 
had been travelling for about an hour in an almost straight line, 
suddenly slowed and the road took a hard left. Right in front of us 
were miles and miles of sinkholes. The asphalt had suddenly 
caved in and cars, buildings and even the road were suddenly 
swallowed up. The original road was replaced with new asphalt to 
the left about half a mile.  
 
Everyone says, “That hole came out of nowhere.” But they’re 
wrong. The hole appears suddenly but the process that led to it 
has gone on for many years. The underground erosion was 
invisible, but it was there all along. The Hebrew word that begins 
the book of Exodus is “And”. The word “and” at the beginning of a 
book may seem odd, but it joins the story to the previous book, 
Genesis. To notice this innocuous word is not an academic hair-
splitting forcing of meaning on the text. The word “and” reminds us 
that God has a story that started long before us... and will keep 
going past us.   
 
The Book of Exodus is best seen as Chapter 2 in God’s loving 
kindness towards His people. God’s Never Ending, Always for us, 
One way love story. While there are ups and downs to this story, 
from the human side, God’s clear desire is to personally dwell in 
the midst of His people, fulfilled in Jesus and now through the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in us. It’s a love with a gradual 
trajectory, towards in a Lord and Savior. It’s a story that moves 
from cosmic disaster to God’s loving provision and gradually 
reveals to us where we came from and where we’re going.  
 
You see... in Adam and Eve, we messed things up. God created a 
wonderful world but we made a mess of it – rebelling against the 
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Creator and walking away. God recognizes and calls out our 
rebellion with appropriate punishment…  
 
And... God provides for them 
And... things get worse 
And... God provides an Ark to save them 
And... God promises to pull together a people... to bless them 
And... God provides for the world through them and their leader 
Joseph 
And... now they’re in Egypt... And there’s a new sheriff in town 
And... God will continue to provide 
 
God sees the sinkholes of life and He draws us out of them so He 
can draw us close to Him.  
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Week 1 – Daily SOAP readings 
 
Read and SOAP these passages for context and deeper 
understanding  
 
• Day 1 – Genesis 50:19-Exodus 1:5 – How confident are you 

that God fulfills His promises? Which specific promise are you 
waiting on God to fulfill? 
 

• Day 2 – Exodus 1:6-22 – How does the fear of God shape 
your choices (decisions)? 

  
• Day 3 – Exodus 2:1-10 – Who in your life do you need to “put 

in the basket” and entrust to the will of God? 
 
• Day 4 – Exodus 2:11-22 – How do you find contentment when 

you find yourself in a “foreign land” (out of your comfort zone)? 
 
• Day 5 – Exodus 2:23-25 – Share a time when you cried out to 

God to rescue you or someone you love. How can the words 
“God heard,” “God remembered,” “God saw, “ and “God knew” 
help you (or someone you know) in your current 
circumstances? 

  
 

 
 
Use these passages to engage with the Scriptures as you prepare 
or reflect on this week’s main passage. Consider getting a journal 
to keep your reflections and look to the “How to SOAP” section for 
helpful hints. 
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Week 1 – Family Devotional  
 
First read Exodus 1:8-2:10 together and ask the family to summarize 
what they heard.  Then try some of these questions: 
 
1. How did the Egyptians treat the Israelites? 
2. Pharaoh did not want the Israelites to grow strong. What did he 

tell the people to do? 
3. One lady wanted to hide her baby so the Egyptians would not kill 

him.  Where did she hide the baby? 
4. Who found the baby hidden in the basket? What happened to the 

baby? What was his name? 
5. How do you think the mother felt when she found out her baby 

was safe? 
6. What did you learn about God in this passage? 
7. What did you learn about people in this passage? 
8. What is some Good News in this passage? 
 
Pray- Keep it simple, but try to get everyone to pray out loud. 
Thank you / Sorry / Please 
 
1:1:1 Each one, pray for one, for one year...for the Gospel 
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Week 1 - Group Meeting – Exodus 1:8-2:10  
 
Open (Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the Road, and Pray) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past week? 

Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker - Can you recall a time when you had a new person in 

authority over you (boss, coach, teacher)? 
• Have you ever protested an unfair rule or law? 

• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
 

Set up, Story, Summarize and Dig (Exodus 1:8-2:10) (ask Journalist 
style questions: Who, What, Where, When, Why  that guide you to the 
Apply questions below. Make sure to get to the Apply!) 
 
1. What is the significance of the fact that the new king did not 

know Joseph? (read Genesis 47) 
2. What did the new King fear? What was his initial strategy for 

dealing with his fear? 
3. How is Exodus 1:11-14 a fulfillment of the prophecy given to 

Abram in Genesis 15:13? 
4. Was the king’s strategy for enslaving the Hebrews effective?  

Why or why not? 
5. What was the king’s second strategy for dealing with the 

growing Hebrew population? 
6. What motivated the midwives to disobey the king? What was 

God’s response to their actions? Would you have done the 
same thing the midwives did? 

7. How were Moses’ mother’s actions a blending of faith and 
careful planning? 

8. Can you tell of a personal situation in which you were truly 
trusting God as you carefully planned a future event or hopeful 
outcome? 

  
 

Apply 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this passage 
Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray - Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 1 – Leader’s Group Study Notes 
Exodus 1:8-2:10 
Big Idea of the Series: He draws us out to draw us close. 
 
Big Idea of the Message: He draws us out of our fears and draws 
us close to Himself 
 
Application Point: Fear God despite the powerful people, 
pressure, and opposition of this world 
 
Open (5 Minutes) Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the 
Road, and Pray. Use the icebreaker below or one that fits the 
needs of creating community in your group… have fun! (See 
Leader’s notes at the beginning for more) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past 

week? Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker – Can you recall a time when you had a new 

person in authority over you (boss, coach, teacher)? How did 
it go? Smooth celebrations or protest party?  

• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
 
Set up (1 minute) – What has happened in the story so far? 
Let the text shape our framework (Context, Line, Structure) - Why 
did the author put this passage here (at this place) in the book? 
How did the author organize this text? How does this passage 
relate to the theme of the whole book? How does this text 
challenge our normal way of seeing things (or support it)?   
 
God spoke to Jacob and told him not to be afraid. In Genesis 46:1-
4, God says, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to 
go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation.  I 
myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up 
again”. This promise would have been words of life to the chosen 
people of God. They were in Egypt by divine command and under 
divine promise – but darkness loomed.   
 
Indeed, it had been good under Egypt’s Pharaohs. The Israelites 
even enjoyed a certain freedom and privilege under the former 
prince of Egypt, Joseph. But new dynasties bring new demands – 
and fears. The people of Israel were meant to be a blessing – but 
instead were a threat to Pharaoh simply because they threatened 
his power. Such is the fear of a man whose power is self-
generated (and, at least, demonically influenced) rather than God 
gifted.  With every crack of the whip and every back braking brick 
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baked, Pharaoh became a tool of Satan. He resists God’s plan to 
bring blessing and instead brings a curse upon his own head and 
his own people.  
 
Story (15 minutes) – The Lesson (Exodus 1:8-2:10) 
(Use the Storying Tools to guide you.)   
 
Summarize (1 minute) Staying on the Line of Scripture: Main idea 
of the passage - What does the text say, literally? Specifically? 
What’s the big idea? Central point? 
 
There is a lot to fear in this world – but there is also a God we 
can trust despite our fears.  
• (Central Question) Who do you trust despite your fears?  
• (One piece of Scripture the congregation will take away) V 17 

But the midwives feared God… 
 
Outline (A Leader’s Overview) 

(1:1-7 Israel came to Egypt and filled the land – and then 
Joseph died) 

A. 1:8-14 A new king (who does not know Joseph) is afraid of 
God’s people and enslaves them 

B. 1:15-22 Powerful Pharaoh fears powerlessness but God’s 
powerless people fear God 

C. 2:1-10 God uses real people to draw us out of real problems 
(2:11-22 Moses is angered by injustice, striking it down and 
standing up to it) 
(2:23-25 God hears and remembers his people: God sees and 
knows)  

 
Digging Deeper (15 minutes) - The who, what, where, when why 
facts (Don’t linger here… get to the Apply) Ask the questions 
below OR create new questions with simple journalist 
investigation. The point of these questions is to dig into the who, 
what, where, when, why facts of the passage. (Use the 
Observation Tools to guide you, but don’t linger here. Lead people 
to the Apply Questions) 
 
What questions, concerns, new things did you discover? 
Read the entire text, or each section, and just begin with people’s 
initial impressions. Consider going back to the section on “How to 
SOAP” and use the questions there or forward to the section 
“Principles for Studying a Bible Passage” to help your group 
understand how to read a Bible text.   
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Point - 1 1:8-14 A new king (who does not know Joseph) is 
afraid of God’s people and enslaves them 
8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know 
Joseph. 9 And he said to his people, “Behold, the people of Israel 
are too many and too mighty for us. 10 Come, let us deal 
shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out, 
they join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the 
land.” 11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them 
with heavy burdens. They built for Pharaoh store cities, Pithom 
and Raamses. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more 
they multiplied and the more they spread abroad. And the 
Egyptians were in dread of the people of Israel. 13 So they 
ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves 14 and made 
their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar and brick, and in all 
kinds of work in the field. In all their work they ruthlessly made 
them work as slaves. 
 
Questions    
1. What is the significance of the fact that the new king did not 

know Joseph? (read Genesis 47) 
2. What did the new King fear? What was his initial strategy for 

dealing with his fear? 
3. How is Exodus 1:11-14 a fulfillment of the prophecy given to 

Abram in Genesis 15:13? 
 
Notes 
Now there arose a new king – Understanding Exodus is 
predicated on understanding Genesis. In Genesis 15:13, the 
Israelites were told that life would include difficulty, including 
enslavement and mistreatment. But like all hardship, it is only 
temporary. By Genesis 46 we see more of the plan – God would 
make them a great nation. They will go down, but He will bring 
them up. But, in politics, it’s all about who you know. Egypt didn’t 
know Israel’s people or her God – and Pharaoh was making a 
theological point as much as anything. Pharaoh was the god and 
king of Israel – not Yahweh. This story is not merely a justice tale 
between the oppressed and oppressors. This story is about a 
greater skirmish between God and Satan.  

• One interesting note in Hebrew. In v. 13-14 the English 
words work and service all come from the same Hebrew 
root “bd”. In Hebrew the reader would hear that repetition 
and understand that Israel is serving bitterly and harshly 
not her own master but a cruel taskmaster. It’s a good 
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opening reminder that everyone serves someone – for 
their ruin or their restoration.  

• Also, note as the story unfolds in c. 1 and 2 the people cry 
out under harsh conditions, but they don’t cry to anyone in 
particular. There is a real sense in which they don’t know 
(or have forgotten) the Lord.    

Too many and too mighty – This is the first instance of Israel 
being called “a people”, no longer a tribe or clan. But, their size 
posed a delicate balance for Pharaoh. They were becoming 
powerful as a people in their ethnic identity and in their (potential) 
military power. How could Pharaoh keep them in the economic 
labor pool without their presence hurting his own power?  
Let us deal shrewdly lest they multiply… the more they were 
oppressed, the more they multiplied – As it turns out, Pharoah’s 
plan was foolish. God has promised this people would be fruitful 
and multiply. Trying to squelch God’s plan only backfired.  
Egyptians were in dread … Ruthlessly made them work as 
slaves – Those who oppose the Lord have many tools at their 
disposal for political control. If the Egyptians had simply ignored 
the Israelites, they might have melted into the fabric of Egyptian 
society. But fear causes political groups to resort to violence and 
oppression as their tools to gain control and dominate.  
 
Point 2 - 1:15-22 Powerful Pharaoh fears powerlessness but 
God’s powerless people fear God 
 
15 Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of 
whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16 “When you 
serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the 
birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, 
she shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared God and did not do as 
the king of Egypt commanded them, but let the male children live. 
18 So the king of Egypt called the midwives and said to them, “Why 
have you done this, and let the male children live?” 19 The 
midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not 
like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth 
before the midwife comes to them.” 20 So God dealt well with 
the midwives. And the people multiplied and grew very strong. 
21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them 
families. 22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every 
son that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile, but 
you shall let every daughter live.” 
 
Questions  
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4. Was the king’s strategy for enslaving the Hebrews effective?  
Why or why not? 

5. What was the king’s second strategy for dealing with the 
growing Hebrew population? 

6. What motivated the midwives to disobey the king? Would you 
have done the same thing the midwives did? What was God’s 
response to their actions?  

 
Notes 
One named Shiphrah and the other Puah – What is the name of 
the Pharaoh? This is not a riddle, but it is wisdom. God 
remembers the names of the lowly midwives. Although they may 
have had some power, perhaps, as the heads of the midwives, 
nevertheless they weren’t the powerful, and unnamed, Pharaoh. 
Even in hard times, God still sees what’s truly happening. Even 
after millennia scholars have little to no certainty as to the identity 
of Pharaoh. But we all know the midwives.   
If it is a son… kill him – Pharaoh assumed that the sons would 
be the source of power because of the increase in the number of 
Israelites. But, arrayed against Pharaoh are a series of seemingly 
insignificant women: Shiprah and Puah, faithful midwives; 
Jochebed, mother to Moses; Miriam, the resourceful little girl; and 
even Pharaoh’s daughter – a tenderhearted princess who rescued 
Moses from her father’s tyrannical genocidal plans. As Alec 
Motyer says, “Her father could, apparently without pity, consign 
‘sons’ to the Nile and ‘daughters’ to slavery, but his own daughter 
had not inherited his personality… We see also the irony of the 
situation—Pharaoh’s plan of genocide includes the preservation of 
daughters but, as things turned out, it was daughters who were its 
downfall”.  
The midwives feared God – Everyone fears something or 
someone, ultimately. The people of God remember that He is the 
author of life, unlike any of the other so-called gods. And, while 
they may not realize it fully, from those sons would come the 
savior. As the Jewish JPS commentary says, ““Fear of God” 
connotes a conception of God as One who makes moral demands 
on humankind; it functions as the ultimate restraint on evil and the 
supreme stimulus for good”. Their reverence for life, made in the 
image of God, reflects their reverence of God.  
The Hebrew women … give birth before the midwife comes – 
Is this deception? Perhaps. Although it could have also been quite 
literally true. God was dealing favorably with them and multiplying 
the people. It is entirely possible that the Hebrew women simply 
gave birth before the midwives could even say, “Push”. Either way 
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– a morally unlawful command requires no obedience and God 
has the power to provide cover for the midwives through quick 
delivery times.  
The people multiplied and grew strong – This was exactly what 
Pharaoh was trying to avoid!  
So God dealt well with the midwives – How? Two ways. They 
were given families (which is the antithetical blessing from what 
Pharaoh was doing). And God remembers their names in the 
history of faith. Without these women, you don’t have Moses, the 
exodus, David, Mary or even Jesus.  
Then Pharaoh commanded all his people – “All his people” 
were deputized in his genocidal crime to erase the multiplication of 
the Hebrews.  
Cast into the Nile – Why the Nile? Practically it made clean up 
easy. But there was a theological reason, as well. The Nile was 
considered a god or divine. By casting the babies to the Nile, 
Pharaoh was invoking the power of that god – and thus shifting the 
blame. While that god might have the power of death – the people 
of Yahweh have the keys to life in following Him.  
 
 
 
Point 3 - 2:1-10 God uses real people to draw us out of real 
problems 
2:1 Now a man from the house of Levi went and took as his wife 
a Levite woman. 2 The woman conceived and bore a son, and 
when she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three 
months. 3 When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a 
basket made of bulrushes and daubed it with bitumen and 
pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the 
riverbank. 4 And his sister stood at a distance to know what would 
be done to him. 5 Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to 
bathe at the river, while her young women walked beside the river. 
She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her servant 
woman, and she took it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child, 
and behold, the baby was crying. She took pity on him and said, 
“This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 7 Then his sister said to 
Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call you a nurse from the 
Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” 8 And Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, “Go.” So the girl went and called the child’s 
mother. 9 And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child 
away and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages.” 
So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10 When the child 
grew older, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he 
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became her son. She named him Moses, “Because,” she said, “I 
drew him out of the water.” 
 
Questions  
7. How were Moses’ mother’s actions a blending of faith and 

careful planning? 
8. Can you tell of a personal situation in which you were truly 

trusting God as you carefully planned a future event or hopeful 
outcome? 

 
Notes 
From the house of Levi – The Tribe of Levi has a historical 
reputation of defending family honor in Genesis (c. 34) and after 
the Exodus the tribe will be set aside as the priests guarding the 
tabernacle and the ark – guarding and warning against God’s 
righteous wrath. A fitting family for Moses to descend from.  
Saw that he was a fine child – The simplest definition suffices – 
The mother was fiercely guarding her child at his most vulnerable 
and susceptible time.  
A basket made of bulrushes and daubed it with bitumen and 
pitch – This would have reminded them of Noah’s Ark which 
delivered God’s people from a watery death. Moses’ basket, like 
Noah’s, was not the salvation of one man but the deliverance of an 
entire people. Moses’ mother did all she could to protect him. Still, 
she must have felt much the way one African mother felt at the 
loss of a child: “Oh child of my womb and fruit of my desire, it was 
pleasure to hold the small cheeks in the hands, it was pleasure to 
feel the tiny clutching of the fingers, it was pleasure to feel the little 
mouth tugging at the breast. Such is the nature of woman. Such is 
the lot of women, to carry, to bear, to watch, and to lose.” 
She had pity… Take this child …nurse him … I will give you 
your wages – This is miraculous provision for Moses. The 
provision of royal protection, reunion, and funding allowed Moses 
to grow up in both cultures [see Acts 7:22] and see (through his 
parents training) all he needed about Egyptian gods and the God 
of his fathers. Perhaps, Pharaoh should have feared the women 
more than the men (they seem to be the ones thwarting his 
plans)? 
Moses, “Because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.” – 
It’s important to add some detail (brief as possible) here about who 
Moses was. Some scholars enjoy saying that he was not a true 
person – but the simplest explanations overcome such doubts. 
Here are some answers to consider about whether Moses was a 
real person or not:  
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Moses a real guy... or a historical fiction? Some of the common 
objections:  
     1. His story is like other “hero stories” 
     2. There’s no historical record of Moses leading this defeat of 
the Egyptians 
     3. His name is too convenient 
How do we handle these objections?  
     1. Other “hero stories” – First, it’s important to remember that 
those other stories come later than this story (Sargon’s birth, the 
most famous, is from 800 BC. Moses is about 1300 BC. Second... 
the other stories have a royal person raised by commoners. The 
Bible has common folk (for we all are) raised by royalty which fits 
an important theme of provision from God v. pull yourself up to the 
greatness you’ve got inside. God uses common people to do His 
uncommon work!! 
     2. There’s no historical record of Moses leading this defeat – 
That one’s pretty easy. “To the victors go the spoils”. Egypt 
wouldn’t write a history that showed their defeat... especially one 
so devastating  
     3. The convenient name – The Hebrew name for Moses is 
written “ms” which is similar to the Egyptian word “boy” making 
some say it’s just a tale of some anonymous boy. But this royal 
daughter would have surely known both Egyptian and Hebrew so 
she names him, in Egyptian “boy” to disguise him and God uses 
his Hebrew name “draw out” to speak prophetically to what he will 
do. God is going to use this “common boy” to draw his people 
out... from suffering to a promised land 
 
Moses is a real person who live in real history. If Moses never 
existed... then it’s just historical fiction. Interesting read... but no 
supernatural power to change anyone’s life! But remember, this 
isn’t a story about Moses but about God. The only God worth 
knowing is one who can reach into history and change it, 
redeeming it for His glory! Because God raised up a man named 
Moses to lead His people out of suffering and bondage, we can be 
sure that He has the power to deliver us. They didn’t need 
historical fiction to help them. They needed a flesh and blood 
savior who could lead them. And so do we.  
 
Moses is but one miraculous birth story... but it reminds us of 
God’s way of using the unlikely to save His people! Isaac, before 
Moses, was born to 90+ year old Abraham and Sarah. A 
miraculous birth to show God’s promise keeping abilities. Samson, 
years later, to a sterile mother became a potent tool to deliver 
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God’s people. Ruth, a destitute woman who is childless is 
delivered through the birth of a son Obed, who is the great King 
David’s grandfather. Samuel the anointer of King David was born 
to a woman who was suffering at the hands of a horrible husband. 
Isaac, Samson, Samuel, all born to mothers who if left to the 
normal course of physical events would have remained childless. 
But God uses the most helpless, vulnerable, and powerless to 
display His great power. These all foretell the greatest miraculous 
birth - the birth of Jesus conceived in the womb of the virgin Mary 
 
Gospel Centrality - How does this passage relate to the Gospel 
(death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of the Lord Jesus 
Christ?)  
 
Good news comes when we remember that God has a plan 
despite the dark dangers that surround us.  
 
Like Moses, Jesus was born under a death sentence. But, 
unlike Moses, Jesus was cast into the river of death with the 
tomb for his ark.  
Like Moses, Jesus was delivered from death. But, unlike 
Moses, Jesus’ resurrection has the power to draw us out of 
death conquering the pain of slavery and fear and sin.  
 
Apply (15 min) - This is where a group really learns to grow. In 
order to apply the Gospel to daily living, it’s important to ask these 
four kinds of questions. They help us see God’s character and 
actions and contrast them to people’s (and our!) character and 
actions. Once we see that, the Good News begins to come into 
focus. And, if you can identify the Good News then it’s easy to 
share it with others. 
 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?)   
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this 
passage Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray (15 min) - Thank you / Sorry / Please  
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Week 2 – Exodus 3:1-15 – God calls Moses 

 
Take off your shoes 
 
When I traveled to Uganda I heard about a prayer that was said by 
the Church during the reign of the cruel despot Idi Amin:  
 
“You who remembered Moses, floating him upon these waters; 
You who remembered Jesus, sending him through the Nile to 
Egypt for protection; Remember us, in this, our hour of need”  
  
Pharaoh may have temporary power over life and death – but he 
is about to come against the God who created life and acts for His 
people. While suffering is a common problem that doesn’t have an 
easy solution – it does have a ready promise. And that promise is 
that God sees, hears, knows, and responds to His people’s 
suffering. And His response is to send shepherds who will draw 
God’s people out so that He can draw them close in worship.  
 
Elizabeth Barret Browning says:   
Earth's crammed with heaven, And every common bush afire with 
God; But only he who sees takes off his shoes— The rest sit 
round it and pluck blackberries.  
 
Torchbearers founder Major Ian Thomas said of this passage, “it 
took Moses 40 years in the wilderness to learn that he was 
nothing. Then one day Moses was confronted with a burning 
bush—likely a dry bunch of ugly sticks—yet Moses had to take off 
his sandals. Why? Because God was in the bush!”  
 
Major Thomas said, "God was telling Moses, 'I don't need a pretty 
bush or an educated bush or an eloquent bush. Any old bush will 
do as long as I'm in the bush. If I'm going to use you, it won't be 
you doing something for me, but me doing something through 
you.' 
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God was drawing Moses close so that he could draw the people 
close – out of suffering and into His presence.  Indeed, only he 
who sees takes off his shoes. 
 
(Note: The word “LORD” is capitalized from this point forward. This 
is the English way of translating and distinguishing the word 
Yahweh, which is God’s revealed name)  
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Week 2 – Daily SOAP readings 
 
Read and SOAP these passages for context and deeper 
understanding  
 
• Day 1 – Exodus 3:1-6 – How has God revealed Himself to you 

this week? 
 

• Day 2 – Exodus 3:7-4:17 – Share a time when you were afraid 
to speak the Gospel because you feared you would not be 
believed or listened too. How did God reassure you? 

 
• Day 3 – Exodus 4:18-31 – How has God blessed your 

obedience to share His Word with others? 
 
• Day 4 – Exodus 5:1-21 – Who is the LORD that you should 

obey His voice? What are the consequences of not obeying 
His Word? 

 
• Day 5 – Exodus 5:22-6:27 – Have you ever cried out to the 

LORD for Him to deliver or rescue you from something? How 
did He respond? 

 
 

 
Use these passages to engage with the Scriptures as you prepare 
or reflect on this week’s main passage. Consider getting a journal 
to keep your reflections and look to the “How to SOAP” section for 
helpful hints. 
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Week 2 – Family Devotional  
 

First read Exodus 3:1-15 together and ask the family to summarize 
what they heard.  Then try some of these questions: 

1. What did Moses see on the mountain?  
2. How do you think Moses felt when God talked to him? 

What would you have done in the same situation? 
3. What did God tell Moses to do? How did Moses feel about 

this? 
4. What name did God use for Himself? 
5. What did you learn about God and people in this 

passage? 
6. What is some Good News in this passage? 

Pray- Keep it simple, but try to get everyone to pray out loud. 
Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 2 - Group Meeting – Exodus 3:1-15 
 

Open (Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the Road, and Pray) 
● How did you apply last week’s lesson? Who did you share the 

Good News with?  
● Have you ever been asked to do something you did not feel 

qualified to do? What happened? 
● How do you feel about public speaking, a class presentation, 

or a sales pitch? 
● Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
 
Set up, Story, Summarize and Dig (Exodus 3:1-15) (ask Journalist 
style questions: Who, What, Where, When, Why  that guide you to the 
Apply questions below. Make sure to get to the Apply!) 
1. Why do you think God appeared in the bush as burning fire?  

What do you think would have happened if he just started 
speaking to Moses instead?  

2. Why did God tell Moses to take off his sandals? 
3. What does God call Moses to do for Israel? Why? 
4. How does Moses respond?  Is Moses more uncertain of 

himself or of God? Both? Why? 
5. Has God ever called you to do a special job for Him? What did 

you do? 
6. What were Moses’ objections to God’s command that he go to 

Egypt? What was God’s response?  
7. What reassurances does God give to Moses?  How does “I 

AM” uniquely designate God? 
8. How does John 8:58 compare with Exodus 3:14? 
9. What does this tell you about the LORD Jesus Christ? 
10. What motivates God to save his people?  Why wait so long?  

What needs to take place first? 
11. What would God have to do to get your attention and 

commitment to take on a new mission in life?  How would you 
likely respond if you heard Him call you by name? 

Apply 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this passage 
Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray - Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 2 – Leader’s Group Study Notes 
 
Exodus 3:1-15 
 
Big Idea of the Series: He draws us out to draw us close. 
 
Big Idea of the Message: He draws us out of our suffering and 
delivers us by His presence, drawing us close.   
 
Application Point: Trust God, in the midst of suffering – He will 
rescue!  
 
Open (5 Minutes) Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the 
Road, and Pray. Use the icebreaker below or one that fits the 
needs of creating community in your group… have fun! (See 
Leader’s notes at the beginning for more) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past 

week? Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker – Have you ever been asked to do something you 

did not feel qualified to do? What happened? How do you feel 
about public speaking, a class presentation, or a sales pitch? 

• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
 
Set up (1 minute) – What has happened in the story so far? 
Let the text shape our framework (Context, Line, Structure) - Why 
did the author put this passage here (at this place) in the book? 
How did the author organize this text? How does this passage 
relate to the theme of the whole book? How does this text 
challenge our normal way of seeing things (or support it)?   
 
CONTEXT – Pharaoh, who thought of himself as a god, has 
proven to be at odds with God Almighty. He has brought death to 
the people God wanted to bless the world through. And God is 
preparing a rescue plan.  But rescue plans take time to form – 
especially since God chooses so often to work through normal 
people. The first two chapters cover 400 years of tribulation – but 
the next thirty-eight will cover the 1 year of liberation. At the end of 
chapter 2 we see Moses as a good but flawed character but also a 
saved sinner– all wrapped up in one person. And so, it is important 
that the end of chapter 2 says, “God saw the people of Israel – 
and God knew.” God’s remembering is not a recall of past events 
but a mindful focused attention on His people and His plan. As the 
Jewish Torah Commentary says, “Looking upon leads to 
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remembering, and remembering leads to action”. God is 
remembering His covenant and God is acting.  
 
(Note: The word “LORD” is capitalized from this point forward. This 
is the English way of translating and distinguishing the word 
Yahweh, which is God’s revealed name)  
 
Story (15 minutes) – Exodus 3:1-15 
(Use the Storying Tools to guide you.)   
 
Summarize (1 minute) Staying on the Line of Scripture: Main idea 
of the passage - What does the text say, literally? Specifically? 
What’s the big idea? Central point? 
 
God is the one who sees, hears, and knows their (and our) 
suffering and will be with them (and us) to deliver them (and 
us).  
• (Central Question) Who is the LORD?   
• (One piece of Scripture the congregation will take away)  
V 7-8 Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my 
people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their 
taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to 
deliver…   
 
Outline (A Leader’s Overview) 
A. 3:1-6 The LORD appears to fearful people in supernatural 

ways to call them to supernatural tasks 
B. 3:7-10 The LORD defines himself as the one who sees their 

afflictions, hears their cries, knows their suffering and comes 
to deliver 

C. 3:10-15 God begins to reveal who He is as the God of Israel’s 
fathers and the hope for their future 
(4:1-17 God uses what is in our hands and mouth if we trust 
Him) 
(4:18-31 God keep his promises in the Covenant and in 
sending assistance)  

 
Digging Deeper (15 minutes) - The who, what, where, when why 
facts (Don’t linger here… get to the Apply) Ask the questions 
below OR create new questions with simple journalist 
investigation. The point of these questions is to dig into the who, 
what, where, when, why facts of the passage. (Use the 
Observation Tools to guide you, but don’t linger here. Lead people 
to the Apply Questions) 
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What questions, concerns, new things did you discover? 
Read the entire text, or each section, and just begin with people’s 
initial impressions. Consider going back to the section on “How to 
SOAP” and use the questions there or forward to the section 
“Principles for Studying a Bible Passage” to help your group 
understand how to read a Bible text.   
 
Point – 1 – 3:1-6 The LORD appears to fearful people in 
supernatural ways to call them to supernatural tasks.   
1Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, 
the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the 
wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the 
angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the 
midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, 
yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to 
see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 4 When the 
LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of 
the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he 
said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 And he said, “I 
am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was 
afraid to look at God.   
 
Questions    
1. Why do you think God appeared in the bush as burning fire?  

What do you think would have happened if he just started 
speaking to Moses instead? 

2. Why did God tell Moses to take off his sandals? 
 
Notes 
Moses was keeping the flock – Egyptians despised shepherds – 
they do a lowly and menial task.  But it is also in that humble 
leadership that God calls many of His kingly leaders. David was a 
shepherd. God refers to Himself (Psalm 23) as a shepherd. And 
Jesus is the good shepherd who lays down His life for His sheep. 
(John 10). While not the point of this passage – there are many 
leadership lessons here.  
Horeb, the mountain of God – Moses is unaware of how 
important this mountain will become later. But this will be Mt. Sinai 
which will serve as the creation of the covenant between God and 
Israel of which Moses will become the mediator.  
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Angel of the LORD - This is unique. This is not a cute cherub but 
a reference to what theologians call a “theophany”, an actual 
appearance of the invisible God. This messenger helped avoid 
any thought that the bush was just an image or that the bush 
contained God – helping avoid worship of the bush. The Angel 
didn’t speak for God but as God – and then the LORD (same 
word) spoke from the bush.     
Burning, yet… not consumed – Who else but God can make a 
bush burn without consuming or harming it? This is no temporary 
mirage on a red desert plant or a Bedouin campfire. Moses’ forty 
years in the desert gave him expertise to know this was a strange 
sight. This is part of God’s call to Moses: a) will he notice this 
small, strange revelation and b) God is revealing who He is before 
speaking – He is powerful yet preserving. He is present yet set 
apart and holy.  God’s self-existence and self-sufficiency was on 
display. According to Gregory of Nyssa (330-c.395), what Moses 
saw in the burning bush was nothing less than “the transcendent 
essence and cause of the universe, on which everything depends, 
alone subsists.” 
Here I am – Moses’ quick response is an expression of humility 
and availability.  God desires to be known and worshiped and our 
response should be the same, “Here I am”.  
Take your sandals off… holy ground – God’s presence 
transforms the ordinary dirt into holy ground. Taking off one’s 
sandals was a seemingly small gesture with great instruction – 
God is causing Moses to stop and think before coming into God’s 
holy presence. Holiness means separation – something Holy is set 
apart and other. Our God is a consuming fire. This instruction 
establishes the absolute requirement to be clean to approach and 
be in God's holy presence and this is no small issue. Moses is an 
unclean, sinner, now in the holy manifest presence of God who is 
a threat to Moses' very existence - Isaiah 6 - that is why he is 
afraid - Deut. 5:29 
I am the God of your father, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob – 
Notice the present tense of the verb God uses: “am”. God is both 
the same one who met Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the past and 
continues to be their God. They are eternally in relationship to 
Him. As Jesus would say in Mark 12:26-27, “Haven’t you read… in 
the passage about the burning bush?... He is not the God of the 
dead but the living” 
Moses… was afraid to look at God – This is a natural response 
to a supernatural reality. He is in the manifest presence of the Holy 
God.  
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Point – 2 – 3:7-10 The LORD defines himself as the one who 
sees their afflictions, hears their cries, knows their suffering 
and comes to deliver.    
7 Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my 
people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of 
their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come 
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to 
bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites. 9 And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has 
come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the 
Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that 
you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 
 
Questions    
3.  What does God ask Moses to do for Israel? Why? 
4. How does Moses respond?  Is Moses more uncertain of 

himself or of God?  Why? 
5. Has God ever called you to do a special job for Him? What did 

you do? 
 
Notes 
I have surely seen… and have heard… I know… and I have 
come to deliver – God is moved by an intimate knowledge of his 
people. They are not alone in their suffering. God is living and 
personally involved – He follows human events and intervenes.   
and to bring them up – God was not just saving them from 
something – He was also saving them to something. God had in 
mind a good and spacious land – peaceful, fruitful, and abundant.  
to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites – Genesis 15:16 gives 
us insight on this promise. Even by ancient standards, the 
Canaanites were a hideously nasty bunch. Their culture was 
grossly immoral, decadent to its roots. Its debauchery was dictated 
primarily by its fertility religion and human trafficking. The People 
of Israel, we will find out in later books, would be God’s instrument 
of bringing judgement on these wicked people who refuse to 
repent. 
my people, the children of Israel – These Hebrew slaves were 
not alone, not forgotten, and not a random assortment of people 
suffering (which is common to all people). These are God’s 



 
 
 

33 

people, His children, and He will take personal interest in their 
deliverance.  
 
Point – 3 – 3:10-15 God begins to reveal who He is as the God 
of Israel’s fathers and the hope for their future.    
10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, 
the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”11 But Moses said to God, “Who 
am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out 
of Egypt?” 12 He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the 
sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the 
people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”  

13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and 
say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they 
ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 God 
said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people 
of Israel: ‘I am has sent me to you.’ ” 15 God also said to Moses, 
“Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The LORD, the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus I 
am to be remembered throughout all generations. 
 
Questions    
6. What were Moses’ objections to God’s command that he go to 

Egypt? What was God’s response?  
7. What reassurances does God give to Moses?  How does “I 

AM” uniquely designate God? 
8. How does John 8:58 compare with Exodus 3:14? 
9. What does this tell you about the LORD Jesus Christ? 
10. What motivates God to save his people?  Why wait so long?  

What needs to take place first? 
11. What would God have to do to get your attention and 

commitment to take on a new mission in life?  How would you 
likely respond if you heard Him call you by name? 

 
Notes 
Come, I will send you – Our God is a sending God. He sends 
Joseph to save lives from famine, Elijah to anoint kings, Jeremiah 
to proclaim the Word and Jesus to proclaim freedom to captives, 
sight for the blind, freedom for the oppressed – In the same way, 
Moses is sent to deliver captives and show that God is one who 
sees, hears, and frees.   
Who am I? – Indeed, this is a real and appropriate question. He 
was a prince of Egypt who now tends to sheep. Yet this is exactly 
the person the LORD is looking for – someone who cares for the 



 
 
 

34 

weak and guards the flock makes an excellent leader who speaks 
the word of God, fights the enemies, and rules the flock well. But it 
wasn’t the “in the field training that was most important”. Moses 
has developed from a self-styled deliverer in the previous chapter -
- self-assured and self-assertive. Now he is humbled.  
I will be with you – This is the only qualification someone needs 
to do God’s will. In fact, it is the non-negotiable, for without God’s 
empowering presence any mission will surely fail. God is making a 
promise to empower and equip Moses to do the work of ministry 
(Acts 1:8). Moses’ qualifications were not his princely pedigree or 
his activism against injustice – His qualifications were simple; God 
will be with him to accomplish what God called him to do. Others 
have said it this way: God doesn’t call the equipped – He equips 
the called. And how does He equip them? With His empowering 
presence.  
this shall be the sign … you shall serve God on this mountain 
– The burning bush was a sign of God’s immediate presence which 
Moses could trust for the immediacy of the day. But there was a 
future sign yet to be fulfilled – just like with Abraham, that a son 
would be given [Gen. 17:16; Isaiah 9:6; Luke 1:32; Rev. 12:5]. A 
day would come when the deliverance was complete and the 
people of God and Moses would worship God at this very spot. 
Hope, in the midst of the dark days was coming. The goal was 
worship and Moses would tell Pharaoh soon. And Moses would 
receive this, as we do all God’s promises, by faith alone.  
If …they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say? – They 
would have known the name Yahweh (the LORD). Moses is 
anticipating that they will ask the significance and even character of 
this God. After all, everyone worships someone or something – 
what about the LORD will be worthy of their obedience and 
attention?  
I am who I am… I am has sent me… The LORD the God of your 
fathers – This is not an evasion or a curt insistence that Moses 
blindly follow (and not look behind the curtain). This is the opposite. 
It expresses the quality of absolute Being, the eternal, unchanging, 
dynamic living presence; it means, “He causes to be.” God is saying 
something absolutely rich and absolutely certain: “I am truly he who 
exists and will be present with you – I’ve been with you and will be 
with you and will continue with you”. Philip Ryken writes:  
 

First, Yahweh means that God is. By giving us his name, God lets 
us know who he is. But God’s name is so hard to comprehend—
so inscrutable— that it forces us to admit that there are some 
things about God that we will never understand. Part of what 
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makes the divine name mysterious is that it is derived from the 
Hebrew verb “to be” (hayah). Although most translations obscure 
this, the name “LORD” in verse 15 is related to the words “I will 
be” and “I am.” Therefore, God uses variations of his name five 
times in these verses—once in verse 12 (“I will be with you,” or 
better, “It is I AM who is with you” - three times in verse 14 (“I AM”), 
and once in verse 15 (“the LORD”). His special name means 
something like “He who is,” or “I am the One who is.” But even this 
is a mystery. The great Dutch theologian Herman Bavinck (1854–
1921) wrote, “God is that which he calls himself, and he calls 
himself that which he is.” Who is God? God is who he is, and that’s 
all there is to it.   

Second, God’s name means that he is eternal and 
unchangeable (or immutable) in his divine being. His name occurs 
in the present tense of the Hebrew verb “to be.” God does not say, 
“I was who I was” or “I will be who I will be.” He says, “I AM WHO I 
AM.” This is because he has no past or future but only an eternal 
present. God is the One who always is. He is who he is; he has 
always been who he is; and he always will be who he is. So, he 
could say to Moses that he was the God of the patriarchs—the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He could also promise, “This 
is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered 
from generation to generation” (Exod. 3:15b). 

God’s name has a third meaning. It means that God is self-
existent. The Hebrew verb “to be” is flexible enough to allow the 
divine name to be translated as “He who causes to be.” Everything 
else owes its life and being to God, but God is independent. He 
does not owe his being or his attributes to anyone else. He simply 
exists all by himself. As the Puritan Matthew Henry (1662–1714) 
observed, “The greatest and best man in the world must say, By 
the grace of God I am what I am; but God says absolutely—and it 
is more than any creature, man or angel, can say—I am that I am.” 
God is who he is in himself. He is not dependent on anyone or 
anything else because he has his existence from himself. 

In the burning bush, God revealed Himself to be 
perpetually self-existent. Alexander Maclaren wrote: 

The fire that burns and does not burn out, which has no tendency 
to destruction in its very energy, and is not consumed by its own 
activity, is surely a symbol of the One Being, whose being derives 
its law and its source from itself, who only can say—am that I 
am”—the law of his nature, the foundation of his being, the only 
conditions of his existence being, as it were, enclosed within the 
limits of his own nature … All other creatures are links; this is the 
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staple from which they all hang. All other being is derived, and 
therefore limited and changeful; this being is un-derived, absolute, 
self-dependent, and therefore unalterable forevermore. Because 
we live, we die. In living, the process is going on of which death is 
the end. But God lives forevermore, a flame that does not burn 
out; therefore, his resources are inexhaustible, his power 
unwearied. He needs no rest for recuperation of wasted energy. 
His gifts diminish not the store … He gives and is none the poorer. 
He works and is never weary. He operates unspent; he loves and 
he loves forever. And through the ages, the fire burns on, 
unconsumed and undecayed. 

 
This is my name forever… to be remembered – And this is the 
promise. Moses is being called into a relationship and to serve a 
God who is constant and good, holy and true, just and loving.  
 
Gospel Centrality - How does this passage relate to the Gospel 
(death, burial, resurrection of Jesus Christ?)  
 
Good news comes when we remember that God comes to 
people in bondage to sin – in need of rescue. And God does 
come, personally, at just the right time, born of a virgin. In the 
person of Jesus God has come down to deliver – not saving 
qualified people but humbled people not dependent upon 
their own competence but His presence.   
 
Apply (15 min) - This is where a group really learns to grow. In 
order to apply the Gospel to daily living, it’s important to ask these 
four kinds of questions. They help us see God’s character and 
actions and contrast them to people’s (and our!) character and 
actions. Once we see that, the Good News begins to come into 
focus. And, if you can identify the Good News then it’s easy to 
share it with others. 
 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this 
passage Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray (15 min) - Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 3 – Exodus 7:1-13, 11:9-10 – God Frees His People 

 
 
Are you a good driver?  
 
According to a 2017 AAA survey, 83% of American drivers 
consider themselves somewhat or much more careful compared to 
other drivers. Even those between the ages of 16-18 believe their 
driving to be on par with the adults who claimed such skill. (Only 
.2% of them say they are “less careful”!) 
 
Such is the nature of pride. Pride is thinking that we are more 
powerful, more wonderful, and more capable than everyone else 
(have you seen those other drivers out there?).   
 
Ancient church father, Augustine, said, “My sin was all the more 
incurable because I did not think myself a sinner”. Pride cometh 
before the fall… or the car crash! 
 
Pharaoh is just such an arrogant driver. Pharaoh is arrogantly 
driving with cruel calculated power... leading his nation with 
confidence backed up by a good economy... cheap labor after all... 
is bedrock to a country’s wealth! 
 
But his prideful control and power is about to crash.  
 
You see, pride ultimately hurts people. It’s not safe, skillful, kind or 
good. And those who drive the road of life hurt people along the 
way – complete with excuses for their actions.  
 
God won’t let that evil stand. He will rescue his people! In the 
process, He will knockdown every darkness, distance, wall and lie 
to get to his people – dismantling the very pride of Pharaoh to 
rescue his people.  
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Week 3 – Daily SOAP readings 
 
Read and SOAP these passages for context and deeper 
understanding  

 
• Day 1 – Exodus 6:28-7:24 – Has God ever “laid his hand” on 

you? In what way? What happened? 
 

• Day 2 – Exodus 8 – We wonder about Pharaoh’s hardened 
heart---but is it any easier for us to always do the things we 
know we should do? What can you do to keep your heart soft 
and bent toward God? 

 
• Day 3 – Exodus 9 – Some of Pharaoh’s officials ignored the 

word of the LORD. Share a time when you have done same 
thing? What happened? 

 
• Day 4 – Exodus 10 – If the LORD. were to “sweep away” your 

troubles just as he did the locusts would your response be the 
same as Pharaoh? If not, how long do you think your 
thankfulness would last? 

 
• Day 5 – Exodus 11 – Is your heart hardened against anything 

or anyone? How can this condition be changed? 
 
 

 
 
Use these passages to engage with the Scriptures as you prepare 
or reflect on this week’s main passage. Consider getting a journal 
to keep your reflections and look to the “How to SOAP” section for 
helpful hints. 
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Week 3 – Family Devotional  
 

First read Exodus 7:1-13, 11:9-10 together and ask the family to 
summarize what they heard.  Then try some of these questions: 

1. How was Aaron going to help Moses? 
2. Who was going to harden Pharaoh’s heart? 
3. What signs did Moses and Aaron show to Pharaoh? 
4. Did Pharaoh let God’s people go? 
5. Has God ever asked you to do anything hard for Him?  How 

did you feel? 
6. What did you learn about God and also people in this 

passage? 
7. What is some Good News in this passage? 

Pray- Keep it simple, but try to get everyone to pray out loud. 
Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 3 - Group Meeting – Exodus 7:1-13, 11:9-10  
 
Open (Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the Road, and Pray) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past week? 

Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker - Have you ever felt your heart “harden” against 

anyone or anything? Explain. 
• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 

 
Set up, Story, Summarize and Dig (Exodus 7:1-13, 11:9-10) (ask 
Journalist style questions: Who, What, Where, When, Why  that guide 
you to the Apply questions below. Make sure to get to the Apply!) 
 
1. What does God reveal to Moses about the process by which 

he will liberate Israel? (7:1-5) 
2. What gave Moses the courage to confront Pharaoh? 
3. How does this passage explain Moses’ authority over the 

Israelites? 
4. Considering Moses’ age, do you foresee an age when God 

might no longer call you to an important task? 
5. What is the main lesson to be learned from the story of the 

staffs and snakes? (7:9-12) 
6. Does the spiritual power of the Egyptian magicians surprise 

you? How can they do that? 
7. How do you think Moses and Aaron felt when they saw their 

miracles being duplicated by magicians? 
8. What can we learn about leadership from Moses’ experience 

mediating between God and Pharaoh? 
9. Why does God harden Pharaoh’s heart? (11:9) Is this the 

same hardening referred to in Romans 9:15? 
10. Who do you identify with most in this story--Moses? Aaron? 

Pharaoh? The Israelites? the Magicians? 
11. When have you, like Moses, felt God was asking you to do 

something you couldn’t do?  What happened? 

Apply 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this passage 
Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray - Thank you / Sorry / Please  
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Week 3 – Leader’s Group Study Notes 
Exodus 7:1-13; 11:9-10 
 
Big Idea of the Series: He draws us out to draw us close. 
 
Big Idea of the Message: He draws us out of the control of false 
gods, confronting evil, and rescuing us from Satan himself.    
 
Application Point: Let God rescue you… from your own pride or 
the pride of others!  
 
Open (5 Minutes) Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the 
Road, and Pray. Use the icebreaker below or one that fits the 
needs of creating community in your group… have fun! (See 
Leader’s notes at the beginning for more) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past 

week? Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker – Have you ever felt your heart “harden” against 

anyone or anything? Explain. 
• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
 
Set up (1 minute) – What has happened in the story so far? 
Let the text shape our framework (Context, Line, Structure) - Why 
did the author put this passage here (at this place) in the book? 
How did the author organize this text? How does this passage 
relate to the theme of the whole book? How does this text 
challenge our normal way of seeing things (or support it)?   
 
CONTEXT – God saw and knew the suffering Israel was enduring. 
And He has promised to act and He is. But essential to God’s plan 
is to make sure that people know and believe who He is. And 
Pharaoh had the first opportunity to hear who the LORD was – but 
his heart was hardened. God was not thwarted by Pharaoh in 
letting people know who He was. In Chapter 6, God makes it clear 
again. He is the God who brings everything into existence; He is 
the God who calls “good as dead” men to life; He is the God who 
makes promises based on His character alone; He is the one who 
sees and hears our groaning. And that great I AM is the one who 
delivers His people.  He is the God who says, ““Let my people go!” 
(See 5:1; 7:16; 8:1, 20; 9:1, 13; 10:3.).  
 
 
Story (15 minutes) – Exodus 7:1-13; 11:9-10 
(Use the Storying Tools to guide you.)   
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Summarize (1 minute) Staying on the Line of Scripture: Main idea 
of the passage - What does the text say, literally? Specifically? 
What’s the big idea? Central point? 
 
God promises to confront evil – declaring war against evil – 
but some will never be humbled  
• (Central Question) Will you refuse to humble yourself?   
• (One piece of Scripture the congregation will take away)  
10:3 ‘How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me?…   
 
Outline (A Leader’s Overview) 
A. 7:1-7 God confirms his promises and sends messengers to 

confront evil – but evil hearts will not comply 
B. 7:8-13 God declares war against false gods but only YHWH 

will triumph   
(7:14-25 Water to Blood) 
(8:1-15 Frogs) 
(8:16-19 Lice – This is the point that the Magicians can’t 
duplicate) 
(9:1-7 Disease on Cattle) 
(9:8-12 Boils on People) 
(9:13-35 Hail)  
(10:1-20 Locusts (with warning in 10:3 “How long will you refuse 
to humble yourself”) 
(10:21-23 Thick Darkness) 
(11:1-12:32 Death of the firstborn (The final judgement) 

C. 11:9-10 Despite warnings and promises, hard hearts are dead 
hearts that manifest in rebellion against God  

 
Digging Deeper (15 minutes) - The who, what, where, when why 
facts (Don’t linger here… get to the Apply) Ask the questions 
below OR create new questions with simple journalist 
investigation. The point of these questions is to dig into the who, 
what, where, when, why facts of the passage. (Use the 
Observation Tools to guide you, but don’t linger here. Lead people 
to the Apply Questions) 
 
What questions, concerns, new things did you discover? 
Read the entire text, or each section, and just begin with people’s 
initial impressions. Consider going back to the section on “How to 
SOAP” and use the questions there or forward to the section 
“Principles for Studying a Bible Passage” to help your group 
understand how to read a Bible text.   
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Point – 1 – 7:1-7 God confirms his promises and sends 
messengers to confront evil – but evil hearts will not comply.   
1 And the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God 
to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. 2 You 
shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall 
tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of his land. 3 But I will 
harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though I multiply my signs and 
wonders in the land of Egypt, 4 Pharaoh will not listen to you. Then 
I will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the 
children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great acts of 
judgment. 5 The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out the people 
of Israel from among them.” 6 Moses and Aaron did so; they did 
just as the LORD commanded them. 7 Now Moses was eighty 
years old, and Aaron eighty-three years old, when they spoke 
to Pharaoh.   
 
Questions    
1. What does God reveal to Moses about the process by which 

he will liberate Israel? (7:1-5) 
2. What gave Moses the courage to confront Pharaoh? 
3. How does this passage explain Moses’ authority over the 

Israelites? 
4. Considering Moses’ age, do you foresee an age when God 

might no longer call you to an important task?   
 
Notes 
made you like God – Moses is acting as God's prophet and 
spokesman for God here with a direct confrontation to Pharaoh. 
Like a judge who wears a robe to “represent” the Law, who does 
not act by his or her own authority, he or she simply acts as an 
agent of the law. Moses is not acting on his own authority but on 
God’s. Pharaoh, too, is representing an authority – the kingdom of 
Satan on earth in Egypt in opposition to God. 
your prophet. – While Moses speaks God's word, Aaron acts as 
the agent of God’s will. This confrontation is not about a 
downtrodden people being freed by courageous individuals who 
defy injustice. Nor is it a confrontation between two nation states 
(something that didn't arise until the 16th Century in Europe). This 
is a confrontation between Yahweh, the true God and the false 
gods of Egypt led by Pharaoh and ultimately Satan, himself.  
I will harden Pharaoh’s heart – There is a tension here between 
one’s responsibility and the sovereignty of God. Phillip Ryken 
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explains, “By hardening Pharaoh’s heart, God was making a 
theological point. He was proving that he alone is sovereign over 
all things. Nothing is outside the purpose of his will, not even the 
heart of a king.” Theologian John Currid explains what this 
practically meant to the Egyptians as well, “Pharaoh’s heart was 
particularly important because the Egyptians believed it was the 
all-controlling factor in both history and society. It was further held 
that the hearts of the gods Ra and Horus were sovereign over 
everything. Because Pharaoh was the incarnation of those two 
gods, his heart was thought to be sovereign over creation.” 
I will lay my hand on Egypt – This anthropomorphism is 
important. God is not simply making commands as a disinterested 
potentate. No, His own hands are intimately involved in this battle.  
bring my hosts, my people the children of Israel, out of the land 
– The goal of all of this is to bring God’s people freedom from 
slavery to worship Him.  
by great acts of judgment – There are two ways to know God: 
You may know Him by experiencing his mercy and salvation from 
slavery to sin (6:6-8) or you may know Him by experiencing His 
wrath and judgement.  
Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD – At this time they will 
know His righteous judgement and wrath – but there is a promise 
(Isaiah 19) that Egypt will someday come to know God as savior 
(much like the Ninevites did in Jonah’s day). Note: If you have a 
friend, child, spouse, parent that is like Egypt knowing only God’s 
judgement … pray that they, like Egypt will “return to the LORD  
[so that] He will listen and heal” (Isaiah 19:22)  
Moses and Aaron did so; they did just as the LORD 
commanded – This is an important phrase to highlight. It is not 
often that we see Biblical characters doing “just as” the LORD tells 
them to.  
Moses was eighty years old, and Aaron eighty-three years old 
– This is not crazy historical math. This is faith and readiness on 
display – which we should all have no matter how old we feel and 
how creaky our bones or wavering our health.  
 
Point – 2 – 7:8-13 God declares war against false gods but 
only YHWH will triumph.   
8 Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 9 “When Pharaoh says 
to you, ‘Prove yourselves by working a miracle,’ then you shall 
say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and cast it down before Pharaoh, 
that it may become a serpent.’ ” 10 So Moses and Aaron went to 
Pharaoh and did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron cast down 
his staff before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a 
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serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and the 
sorcerers, and they, the magicians of Egypt, also did the same 
by their secret arts. 12 For each man cast down his staff, and they 
became serpents. But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. 
13 Still Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to 
them, as the LORD had said.  
 
Questions    
5. What is the main lesson to be learned from the story of the 

staffs and snakes? (7:9-12) 
6. Does the spiritual power of the Egyptian magicians surprise 

you? How can they do that? 
7. How do you think Moses and Aaron felt when they saw their 

miracles being duplicated by magicians? 
8. What can we learn about leadership from Moses’ experience 

mediating between God and Pharaoh?   
 
Notes 
Prove yourselves by working a miracle – Far from this being 
unreasonable this is how God used the same thing to convince the 
Hebrews that Moses and Aaron are accredited messengers in 
chapter 4. In chapter 5, Pharaoh claimed he had no idea who the 
LORD, the God of Israel was. The Hebrews and Pharaoh were to 
learn who God is through these miracles – and they were to 
respond appropriately.   
Cast it down… that it may become a serpent – There is some 
debate about what animal this is. In 4:3-4 the words is “nahas” or 
snake but here it is “tannin” or great serpent (think crocodile or 
even [better] dragon) but probably a large cobra – which was a 
symbol of Pharaoh’s power. This is theological, even for Pharaoh. 
The choice of a large snake (a symbol of fear and power and 
wisdom) was a choice to align himself with the serpent-god we 
know of as Satan. Indeed, when a Pharaoh would ascend the 
throne of Egypt he would say, “O Great One, O Magician, O Fiery 
Snake, Let there be terror, fear, awe of me like there is terror, fear 
and awe of thee. Let me be powerful, a leader of spirits”. 
(Terrifying indeed!). God, through Moses, was taking that symbol 
of the king’s majesty and throwing it to the ground that it might eat 
dust. 
the magicians of Egypt, also did the same by their secret arts 
– Some might say that they had trained snakes to be stiff or some 
other nonsense. Such a proposal may have gotten anyone who 
did this executed for being fake! This is not an illusionist's magic 
show but spiritual powers at war against each other. God didn't 
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use illusion, which is a lie and purposeful deception, but power to 
demonstrate that HE IS THE LORD these masters of the occult 
were not tricksters – they were calling upon Satan’s help.  
But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs – Satan, himself, is 
no match for God’s miraculous sign showing who He is. God’s 
superiority over the magicians [occultists] and Pharaoh was clear. 
Yet Pharaoh is unmoved.   
 
Point – 3 –  11:9-10 Despite warnings and promises, hard 
hearts are dead hearts.   
9 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not listen to you, 
that my wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.”  
10 Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh, and 
the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the 
people of Israel go out of his land 
   
Questions    
9. Why does God harden Pharaoh’s heart? (11:9) Is this the 

same hardening referred to in Romans 9:15? 
10. Who do you identify with most in this story--Moses? Aaron? 

Pharaoh? The Israelites? the Magicians?  
11. When have you, like Moses, felt God was asking you to do 

something you couldn’t do?  What happened?   
 
Notes 
did all these wonders before Pharaoh – Ten plagues have hit 
Pharaoh and it is a stunning rebuke to Pharaoh. Each plague 
would have been seen as a direct attack against the gods of 
Egypt. But more importantly, it was saying very poignant things 
about the LORD and who He is.  

- He is sovereign over people. Whether one is politically or 
magically powerful, God is more.  

- He is sovereign over creation. He created land with 
vegetation, animals, and people and by the end of these 
plagues none of them will continue to be in the land. 
Pharaoh is essentially responsible for the anti-creation of 
Egypt.  

- He is sovereign over all other gods. The LORD is not only 
the creator, but He sees, knows, and acts. The gods of 
Egypt see nothing, hear nothing, and say nothing in 
response to what God is doing. They are utterly useless – 
as is anything we put our trust in that is not Yahweh the 
LORD and only God.  
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the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart – Literally, it was “heavy.” 
It was slow to grasp the truth. Utterly insensitive to true spiritual 
influences, it was not being warmed by love for God. It was neither 
sorry for sin nor willing to change. Pharaoh’s heart was hard all the 
way through.   
 
Gospel Centrality - How does this passage relate to the Gospel 
(death, burial, resurrection of Jesus Christ?)  
 
Good news comes when ... we see the poison of pride and 
hardness of heart and realize that we serve a God who is 
powerful enough to rescue us in spite of ourselves. Jesus 
comes to heal blind eyes, deaf ears, lame bodies which is 
exactly what the prideful heart is. And it would take a miracle 
of God's sovereign power for a hard heart to see, hear, and 
respond of Jesus. The good news? Whereas trusting in self, 
or fighting for self, is the deepest hardening pride... the 
Gospel destroys pride, because it tells us we are so lost that 
Jesus had to die for us. And it also destroys fearfulness, 
because it tells us that nothing we can do will exhaust his 
love for us. 
 
Apply (15 min) - This is where a group really learns to grow. In 
order to apply the Gospel to daily living, it’s important to ask these 
four kinds of questions. They help us see God’s character and 
actions and contrast them to people’s (and our!) character and 
actions. Once we see that, the Good News begins to come into 
focus. And, if you can identify the Good News then it’s easy to 
share it with others. 
 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this 
passage Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray (15 min) - Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 4 – Exodus 12:1-14 God Delivers His People 
Covered in someone else’s blood 
 
On Nov. 26, 2008, terrorists simultaneously attacked about a dozen 
locations in Mumbai, India, including one of the most iconic buildings 
in the city, the Taj Mahal Palace Hotel. For two nights and three days, 
the Taj was under siege, held by men with automatic weapons who 
took some people hostage, killed others and set fire to the famous 
dome of the hotel. 
 
After the incident, reporters started doing interviews with survivors. 
One man reported that he was a guest at the hotel for a special dinner 
that evening. His friends were enjoying the spectacular meal and 
friendship when all of the sudden gunshots were heard.  
 
Someone grabbed the man and pulled him under the table just as 
others were also piling under the table. As the terrorists moved 
through the dining area they shot everyone they could see. He was 
the only survivor dining that night. 
 
The interviewer asked the man, “Why do you think you lived when 
everyone else at his table had been killed”. He replied, “I suppose 
because I was covered in someone else’s blood, and they took me for 
dead.” 
 
God has been dismantling the Egyptian Pseudo-gods through each of 
the previous plagues. And then the 10th plague comes with the 
promise that every firstborn will die. But there’s no provision or 
separation between Egypt and Israel. Every firstborn’s life is required. 
This might seem strange to us – but life is required to atone for the 
wreckage that sin causes. And everyone sins, Egyptian and Hebrew 
alike. Everybody worships something other than the holy, just, 
compassionate, hearing and seeing God. Sin, ultimately, is bowing 
down in worship to anything other than Yahweh – and the wakes of 
sin is slavery… and the wages of slavery leads to death.  
 
Unless you have someone, else who covers you.  
The Passover is possible because another covers.  
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Week 4 – Daily SOAP readings 

 
Read and SOAP these passages for context and deeper 
understanding  

 
• Day 1 – Exodus 12:1-13 – Are the Israelites saved because 

they are better people than the Egyptians? What does this say 
about our righteousness and God’s grace? 

 
• Day 2 – Exodus 12:14-28 – Read Mark 14:1, 12. How does 

the Passover foreshadow events in the New Testament? [1 
Cor. 5:7] 

 
• Day 3 – Exodus 12:29-51 – Do you think the LORD keeps a 

vigil (a watch) for His people (believers) today? What about 
unbelievers? 

 
• Day 4 – Exodus 13:1-16 – The LORD instructed the Israelites 

on how they were to bear witness to their release from 
captivity. How might you bear witness of your freedom to 
others today?  

 
• Day 5 – Exodus 13:17-22 – The Israelites had the pillars of 

cloud and fire to guide them. How does the LORD guide us 
today? 

 
 
Use these passages to engage with the Scriptures as you prepare 
or reflect on this week’s main passage. Consider getting a journal 
to keep your reflections and look to the “How to SOAP” section for 
helpful hints. 
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Week 4 – Family Devotional  
 

First read Exodus 12:1-14 together and ask the family to 
summarize what they heard.  Then ask some of these questions: 

1. Describe the lamb that each family was to sacrifice. 
2. What were they supposed to do with the blood? 
3. How were they to eat the meal? 
4. What will the LORD do as he passed over the land? 
5. How will the blood on the door save them? 
6. What do you think would happen if they were not in or stayed 

in the house? 
7. What do you know about another lamb whose blood was shed 

for you?  How is Jesus like the lamb in this passage? 
8. What did you learn about God and also people in this 

passage? 
9. What is some Good News in this passage? 

Pray- Keep it simple, but try to get everyone to pray out loud. 
Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 4 - Group Meeting – Exodus 12:1-14   
 
Open (Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the Road, and Pray) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past week? 

Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker - Have you experienced a new beginning during your 

life? What happened? 
• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 

 
Set up, Story, Summarize and Dig (Exodus 12:1-14) (ask Journalist 
style questions: Who, What, Where, When, Why  that guide you to the 
Apply questions below. Make sure to get to the Apply!) 
1. This passage starts off by rearranging Israel’s calendar to 

begin with the liberation of Israel. Why would this benefit 
future generations of Israelites?  

2. The Passover feast was to be prepared according to divinely 
revealed instructions. Summarize Gods directions regarding . .  
a. The time (12:2-3,6) 
b. The menu—its main dish (12:3-5) 
c. The menu—its preparation (12:8-10) 
d. The preparations for the home (12:7) 
e. The attire required (12:11) 
f. The purpose of the ceremony (12:12-13) 

3. Since Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of the Passover, what 
does this ceremony foretell about Christ himself? 

4. Compare Exodus 12:5 to 1 Peter 1:19. Who is the ultimate 
unblemished Lamb?  

5. Compare Exodus 12:7-13 with Romans 3:24-25, 1 
Thessalonians 1:10 and Hebrews 9:22. What is significant 
about the blood of the Lamb? 

6. God protected the Israelites from the previous plagues without 
condition. What and why did God require them to obey certain 
instructions to avoid this final plague? How does this apply to 
our own salvation?  

 Apply 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this passage 
Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray - Thank you / Sorry / Please  
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Week 4 – Leader’s Group Study Notes 
Exodus 12:1-14 
 
Big Idea of the Series: He draws us out to draw us close. 
 
Big Idea of the Message: He draws us out of sin that has us in 
slavery to other lesser gods so that He can draw us to worship 
Him.    
 
Application Point: Hide in Jesus as your substitute, providing His 
blood as cover for you!   
 
Open (5 Minutes) Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the 
Road, and Pray. Use the icebreaker below or one that fits the 
needs of creating community in your group… have fun! (See 
Leader’s notes at the beginning for more) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past 

week? Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker – Have you experienced a new beginning during 

your life? What happened? 
 
Set up (1 minute) – What has happened in the story so far? 
Let the text shape our framework (Context, Line, Structure) - Why 
did the author put this passage here (at this place) in the book? 
How did the author organize this text? How does this passage 
relate to the theme of the whole book? How does this text 
challenge our normal way of seeing things (or support it)?   
 
CONTEXT –  God has just sent messengers to confront the evil of 
Pharoah who pridefully refuses to let God’s people go. He has 
given one last warning of final judgement (note: this is all being 
done publicly – the Egyptians could have rebelled against 
Pharaoh if they had believed God's word).   
> C. 1-2 There’s’ a lot to fear in this world AND there’s a God we 
can trust 
> C. 3-6 The God we can trust is holy, righteous, angered at 
injustice... AND... he hears and sees and has compassion on His 
oppressed people. 
> C. 7-11 That God confronts the injustice of the world, hardening 
Pharaoh’s heart to show his wonders to a people who need their 
hearts softened 
 
Every firstborn child shall die. But Pharaoh, rather than repenting, 
casts Moses and Aaron out of his presence.  
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Story (15 minutes) – Exodus 12:1-14 
 
(Use the Storying Tools to guide you.)   
 
Summarize (1 minute) Staying on the Line of Scripture: Main idea 
of the passage - What does the text say, literally? Specifically? 
What’s the big idea? Central point? 
 
God redeems his people with sacrificial blood so they can 
have a new beginning covering their past and freeing their 
future to live in covenant relationship with Him.   
• (Central Question) Do you need a new beginning?   
• (One piece of Scripture the congregation will take away) 12:14 

This day shall be a memorial… keep it as a feast  
 
Outline (A Leader’s Overview) 
A. 12:1-6 Redemption comes through the blood of another 
B. 12:7-11 Redemption requires a sacrifice so that the LORD’s 

judgement will pass over 
C. 12:12-14 Redemption brings a new beginning 

  
Digging Deeper (15 minutes) - The who, what, where, when why 
facts (Don’t linger here… get to the Apply) Ask the questions 
below OR create new questions with simple journalist 
investigation. The point of these questions is to dig into the who, 
what, where, when, why facts of the passage. (Use the 
Observation Tools to guide you, but don’t linger here. Lead people 
to the Apply Questions) 
 
What questions, concerns, new things did you discover? 
Read the entire text, or each section, and just begin with people’s 
initial impressions. Consider going back to the section on “How to 
SOAP” and use the questions there or forward to the section 
“Principles for Studying a Bible Passage” to help your group 
understand how to read a Bible text.   
 
Point – 1 – 12:1-6 Redemption comes through the blood of 
another.   
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This 
month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the 
first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel 
that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb 
according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if 
the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest 
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neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according 
to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 
5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may 
take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep it 
until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of 
the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight 
 
Questions    
1. This passage starts off by establishing Israel’s calendar to 

begin with the liberation of Israel. Why would this benefit 
future generations of Israelites?  

2. Read ahead, looking at the meal provisions. The Passover 
feast was to be prepared according to divinely revealed 
instructions. Summarize Gods directions regarding . . . 
• The time (12:2-3,6) 
• The menu—its main dish (12:3-5) 
• The menu—its preparation (12:8-10) 
• The preparations for the home (12:7) 
• The attire required (12:11) 
• The purpose of the ceremony (12:12-13) 

   
Notes 
the beginning of months –  Israel needed their freedom, 
liberation, and that was coming. But God’s promise included not 
just freedom from Egypt, but freedom to be God’s people. When 
God began this project and made himself known, he had won. But 
the ultimate battle was for the heart of the people. Alec Moyter 
says, “when Yahweh entered Egypt as absolute LORD and Judge, 
Israel’s problem was no longer how to escape Pharaoh but how to 
be safe before such a God... How can we stand safely in the 
presence of a Holy God?” Up to this point, Israel had been 
spectators with Moses and Aaron mediating between each plague 
and Egypt – living in a bubble watching the chaos in Egypt as they 
enjoyed the safety of Goshen. But, this final plague was a 
redemption from sin – and everyone sins. And so, each must take 
a stand under the lambs blood or their own blood. If God does not 
provide for them, then they would suffer the loss of their firstborn 
sons, as well.  
take a lamb… without blemish – Each household needs a 
substitute. When Adam and Eve sin, an animal is killed to cover 
them. Abel, Cain’s brother, brings the fat portions of the firstborn of 
his flock. Abraham is given a lamb to sacrifice – to die in the place 
of his firstborn son. Sin is serious and is dealt with so that God is 
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satisfied and our guilt assuaged and we are pointed to the ultimate 
Lamb without blemish (Jesus) is being foreshadowed, already.  
Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight –  
   
Point – 2 – 12:7-11 Redemption requires a sacrifice so that the 
LORD’s judgement will pass over.   
7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They 
shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw 
or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner 
parts. 10 And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this 
manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on 
your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in 
haste. It is the LORD’s Passover.  
 
Questions    
3. Since Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of the Passover, what 

does this ceremony foretell about Christ himself? 
4. Compare Exodus 12:5 to 1 Peter 1:19. Who is the ultimate 

unblemished Lamb?    
 
Notes 
take some of the blood – Why so bloody? Blood is the taking of a 
life which is what justice requires. We want to tame this down – 
but we can't. We feel incredible tension here which drives us to a 
question. How in the world can a perfectly holy God have 
communion with constitutionally unholy people?  How can God 
extend his mercy without compromising his holy justice? Someone 
or something has to pay – and our Holy God says that a lamb can 
shed its blood for our sins. (Yes, that should stop you in your 
tracks and bring you to your knees – sin harms people, our 
environment, and our relationship with God – and God won’t wink 
at all that pain). 
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs – This was to be a 
quickly prepared and speedily eaten meal. They needed to be 
ready to leave at a moment's notice. Unleavened bread was quick 
to make. Bitter herbs would remind them of the harsh slavery they 
were leaving behind.   
Eat it in haste – The historic Passover will never be experienced 
again but its memory is to be on their mind. They had to eat with 
traveling clothes on and hastily because that night they would be 
filing out of Egypt.    
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Point – 3 – 12:12-14 Redemption brings a new beginning.   
12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will 
strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; 
and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the 
LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where 
you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no 
plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of 
Egypt. 14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall 
keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a 
statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 
 
 Questions    
5. Compare Exodus 12:7-13 with Romans 3:24-25, 1 

Thessalonians 1:10 and Hebrews 9:22. What is significant 
about the blood of the Lamb? 

6. God protected the Israelites from the previous plagues without 
condition. Why did God require them to obey certain 
instructions to avoid this final plague? How does this apply to 
our own salvation?   

 
Notes 
when I see the blood, I will pass over –  When the destroying 
angel sees the blood – on any door – he will pass over. Note, 
there is a blindness to ethnicity. The only distinction has one basis: 
Whoever has the blood on the door belongs to the one True God. 
To put blood on their door was a sign of judgement [and covering 
– the Hebrew meaning of atonement]. God’s mercy is dependent 
upon one thing only – our acknowledgement of sin and need for 
redemption and trust in the power of the blood.  
you shall keep it as a feast – What are they celebrating? First, 
that their God is so real, so powerful and cares about them 
enough to redeem them. Second, that slavery to the other gods is 
broken – they are free people. They can march out as a free new 
people with dignity – not dogs crawling through a back fence. 
These are God’s people.  
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Gospel Centrality - How does this passage relate to the Gospel 
(death, burial, resurrection of Jesus Christ?)  
 
Good news comes when ... we see Jesus as the Lamb who 
covers our sins. After this time they would celebrate the Day 
of Atonement with one lamb for the entire nation. This is 
exactly what John the Baptist sees when Jesus comes: ‘Look, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!’ ” 
(John 1:29; cf. John 11:50–52). Morally perfect and innocent, 
Jesus is the unblemished lamb for the world. He is the 
sacrifice we need, once for all, upon the Cross.  
• “We have now been justified by his blood” (Rom. 5:9). 
• “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 

of sins” (Eph. 1:7). 
• God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life (John 3:16) 

• ... Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners (1 Timothy 
1:15) 

• ... He is the perfect offering for our sins... 1 John 2:2 
• You were redeemed ... with the precious blood of Christ, a 

lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 
When we look up to the cross, we see that payment has been 
made for our sin. And what does God see when he looks 
down at the cross? He sees that it is stained with the blood of 
his very own firstborn Son. 
 
Apply (15 min) - This is where a group really learns to grow. In order 
to apply the Gospel to daily living, it’s important to ask these four 
kinds of questions. They help us see God’s character and actions and 
contrast them to people’s (and our!) character and actions. Once we 
see that, the Good News begins to come into focus. And, if you can 
identify the Good News then it’s easy to share it with others. 
 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this 
passage Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray (15 min) - Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 5 – Exodus 14:10-31 - Walking in Faith 

 
“Twant me, ‘twas the Lord” 
 
Harriet Tubman was born into slavery on a Maryland plantation in 
1822. As she grew up, she was made to work driving oxen, 
trapping muskrats in the woods, and as a nursemaid. Harriet's 
owners frequently whipped her. And she endured the pain of 
seeing three of her sisters sold, never to be seen again. But when 
her owner tried to sell one of her brothers, Harriet's mother openly 
rebelled. The would-be buyer gave up after Harriet's mother told 
him, "The first man that comes into my house, I will split his head 
open." 
 
Her mother's actions likely implanted in Harriet the idea that at 
certain times resistance to evil can be right—and could sometimes 
be successful. As a child, Harriet herself … would run away for 
days at a time. But there were rays of joy in her life, as well. 
Harriet's mother told her stories from the Bible, which developed in 
her a deep and abiding faith in God. 
 
When Harriet was about 26 years old, she learned that she might 
be sold away from her family. The time had come to try to escape. 
She made her way some ninety miles along the Underground 
Railroad. She traveled at night to avoid slave catchers, following 
the North Star, until she reached Pennsylvania, and freedom. 
Once there, she dared to make a dangerous decision: She risked 
her own freedom in order to give others theirs. 
 
For eight years, she led scores of slaves north to freedom. During 
these trips she relied upon God to guide and protect her. She 
never once lost a runaway slave. As Harriet herself later put it, "I 
never ran my train off the track and I never lost a passenger." 
 
She gave all the credit to God, explaining, "'Twant me, 'twas the 
Lord. I always told him, 'I trusts to you. I don't know where to go or 
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what to do, but I expect you to lead me,' and he always did." Her 
faith deeply impressed others. As abolitionist Thomas Garrett put 
it, "I never met with any person of any color who had more 
confidence in the voice of God, as spoken direct to her soul." 
 
Source: Adapted from Eric Metaxas, "Harriet Tubman, on the 
Money," Breakpoint (5-6-16) 
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Week 5 – Daily SOAP readings 
 
Read and SOAP these passages for context and deeper 
understanding  

 
• Day 1 – Exodus 14:1-14 – How can this passage help you 

when you are afraid or are facing an uncertain future? 
 

• Day 2 – Exodus 14:15-31 – How has God used His great 
power to deliver you from your enemies? What impact has 
that experience had on you and others as you have shared 
your story? 

 
• Day 3 – Exodus 15:1-12 – How does singing praise and 

worship songs to the Lord change your countenance and 
impact your circumstances? 

 
• Day 4 – Exodus 15:13-21 – How do these verses comfort you 

regarding your eternal future? 
 
• Day 5 – Exodus 15:22-27 – God “tests” us in order to 

strengthen us. How have you seen this play out in your own 
life? 

 
Use these passages to engage with the Scriptures as you prepare 
or reflect on this week’s main passage. Consider getting a journal 
to keep your reflections and look to the “How to SOAP” section for 
helpful hints. 
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Week 5 – Family Devotional  
 
First read Exodus 14:10-31 together and ask the family to 
summarize what they heard.  Then ask some of these questions: 

1. What did the people do when they saw the army coming? 
What would you have done? 

2. How did the people cross the sea?  
3. Did Pharaoh cross the sea too? What happened to him? 

To his army? 
4. The people saw God’s power. How did they feel about 

Him now? 
5. What did you learn about God and also people in this 

passage? 
6. What is some Good News in this passage? 

Pray- Keep it simple, but try to get everyone to pray out loud. 
Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 5 - Group Meeting – Exodus 14:10-31 
Open (Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the Road, and Pray) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past week? 

Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker - What was your most frightening experience in water: 

Boat capsize? Shark alert? Surf undertow? Tidal wave hitting your 
sand castle? How has that experience affected your feelings about 
water?  

• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
 

Set up, Story, Summarize and Dig (Exodus 14:10-31) (ask 
Journalist style questions: Who, What, Where, When, Why  that guide 
you to the Apply questions below. Make sure to get to the Apply!) 
1. Looking back at 13:17-22 (and even further), with what resources 

(human, natural and divine) did God lead the people out of 
Egypt?  

2. Instead of that revolutionary cry, “Give me liberty, or give me 
death,” what is the cry of the Hebrews? Why do you think slavery 
is preferable to death for them (10-12)? Why do they believe they 
will die in the wilderness? 

3. What pressures are piling up for Moses (vv13-16)? How does he 
handle the stress? Why do you think God spoke to Moses the 
way he did in v. 15? [Joshua 7:10; Matthew 8:26; Luke 24:38] 

4. If you looked up and saw the Egyptian army coming – what would 
your reaction be? [Heb. 11:27] 

5. After all the miracles, why do the people (and even Moses) cry to 
the Lord? How does God respond? 

6. What was Moses told to do? Why?  
7. What did God ultimately want the Egyptians to know?  
8. What does God do for the Israelites even before the water splits?  
9. Retrace the Israelites’ movement from fear (14:10-12 to faith 

(14:29-31). What was instrumental? What do you think it meant to 
the Israelites that the same sea which made a wall on their right 
and left is the same water that destroyed the Egyptian army?  

10. How do you think the Israelites would have described God to 
someone who had not seen these events firsthand? What about 
the Egyptians?  

 Apply 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this passage 
Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
Pray - Thank you / Sorry / Please  
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Week 5 – Leader’s Group Study Notes 
 
Exodus 14:10-31 
Big Idea of the Series: He draws us out to draw us close. 
 
Big Idea of the Message: He draws us out of danger so that we 
can come to fear and follow Him    
 
Application Point: Let Jesus fight your battles and show you His 
salvation  
 
Open (5 Minutes) Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the 
Road, and Pray. Use the icebreaker below or one that fits the 
needs of creating community in your group… have fun! (See 
Leader’s notes at the beginning for more) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past 

week? Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker – What was your most frightening experience in 

water: Boat capsize? Shark alert? Surf undertow? Tidal wave 
hitting your sand castle? How has that experience affected 
your feelings about water?  

• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
 
Set up (1 minute) – What has happened in the story so far? 
Let the text shape our framework (Context, Line, Structure) - Why 
did the author put this passage here (at this place) in the book? 
How did the author organize this text? How does this passage 
relate to the theme of the whole book? How does this text 
challenge our normal way of seeing things (or support it)?   
 
Life was on the line – an epic battle between the gods of Egypt 
and the one true God. And for 400 years God prepared His people 
for the exodus from Egypt that was about to take place – and 
creating a memorial for them, in advance, so they would 
remember God’s judgment and His redemption.  
 
In this way, the Passover was not a historical reenactment to 
observe but an event to participate in – for God is always judging 
and always redeeming. The Passover is finished. The people are 
in the wilderness... between a rock and a hard place... God has 
them right where they need to be to face their fears, stand firm, 
and move forward in learning to trust and believe in Him. Now it is 
time to exit Egypt.  
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Story (15 minutes) – Exodus 14:10-31 
 
(Use the Storying Tools to guide you.)   
 
Summarize (1 minute) Staying on the Line of Scripture: Main idea 
of the passage - What does the text say, literally? Specifically? 
What’s the big idea? Central point? 
 
We can silently trust the Lord despite our enemies and face 
our fears, stand firm, and go forward in faith.   
• (Central Question) Who fights your battles?   
• (One piece of Scripture the congregation will take away) 
14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent. 
 
Outline (A Leader’s Overview) 
A. 14:10-14 Face your fears: False gods lift our eyes to fear and 

sink our hearts. Salvation is not about knowing where to go – 
but who to follow.   

B. 14:15-20 Stand firm: Salvation begins with God's protection 
and power, telling us to stand firm, silent and watching Him 
bring His salvation 

C. 14:21-31 Go forward: We are not called to only cry out but to 
go forward knowing that we can’t save ourselves – but God 
will save us 

 
Digging Deeper (15 minutes) - The who, what, where, when why 
facts (Don’t linger here… get to the Apply) Ask the questions 
below OR create new questions with simple journalist 
investigation. The point of these questions is to dig into the who, 
what, where, when, why facts of the passage. (Use the 
Observation Tools to guide you, but don’t linger here. Lead people 
to the Apply Questions) 
 
What questions, concerns, new things did you discover? 
Read the entire text, or each section, and just begin with people’s 
initial impressions. Consider going back to the section on “How to 
SOAP” and use the questions there or forward to the section 
“Principles for Studying a Bible Passage” to help your group 
understand how to read a Bible text.   
 
Point – 1 –  14:10-14 Face your fears: False gods lift our eyes 
to fear and sink our hearts. Salvation is not about knowing 
where to go – but who to follow.   
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10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their 
eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and 
they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the Lord. 
11 They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in 
Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What 
have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is not this what 
we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the 
Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13 And Moses said to 
the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the 
Lord, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom 
you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The Lord will fight 
for you, and you have only to be silent.” 
 
Questions    
1. Looking back at 13:17-22 (and even further), with what 

resources (human, natural and divine) did God lead the 
people out of Egypt?  

2. Instead of that revolutionary cry, “Give me liberty, or give me 
death,” what is the cry of the Hebrews? Why do you think 
slavery is preferable to death for them (10-12)? Why do they 
believe they will die in the wilderness? 

3. What pressures are piling up for Moses (vv13-16)? How does 
he handle the stress? Why do you think God spoke to Moses 
the way he did in v. 15? [Joshua 7:10; Matthew 8:26; Luke 
24:38] 

4. If you looked up and saw the Egyptian army coming – what 
would your reaction be? [Heb. 11:27] 

 
Notes 
Pharaoh drew near –  Pharaoh, in v. 6, personally hitched his 
chariot. This has become a grudge match. And he leads an elite 
chariot corps of six hundred (the standard military unit) plus, 
literally, every other chariot in the country. When Rameses II 
fought the Hittites at the battle of Qadesh, his chariots equaled 
more than 2000, a superpower force for the ancient world.  
Israel cried out – God has made himself known as the God who 
sees, hears, and acts before they even realize His concern. Their 
cry is an emotional defeat as they looked only at their 
circumstances and not also at the Lord who had power to do what 
He promised. Look at 14:1-4 – this was all part of God’s plan and 
He had told them what Pharaoh would do.   
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No graves in Egypt – Egypt, with it classically ornate tombs, was 
an obsessive death cult. For the people to ask about graves in 
Egypt was a personal attack against Moses and the Lord.  
We said… leave us alone – What a mood change!  
Better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die – They are not 
looking or listening to the Lord but only at their circumstances and 
thus they see only two options: slavery or death. But 
circumstances alone are a horrible lens through which to interpret 
what is happening in our lives. And, worse, this lack of faith was 
tantamount to being willing to pledge allegiance to Pharaoh to 
serve him rather than the Lord.  
Fear not, Stand firm, See the salvation of the Lord, The Lord 
will fight for you – This is not a military encouragement “you got 
this” type of speech. This is a revelation that God has them right 
where He wants them, that escape will be provided, and that they 
need to trust His plan.  
You have only to be silent – The language here, originally, is 
quite severe: “Silence!”. This is the opposite of what we normally 
do. Our temptation is to run, cry, grumble, and come up with a 
plan to fix it – but their enemy was too big (and so is ours). To be 
silent would have been an act of faith.  
   
   
Point – 2 – 14:15-20 Stand firm: Salvation begins with God's 
protection and power, telling us to stand firm, silent and 
watching Him bring His salvation     
15 The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the 
people of Israel to go forward. 16 Lift up your staff, and stretch 
out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel 
may go through the sea on dry ground. 17 And I will harden the 
hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I 
will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his 
horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his 
horsemen.”  
19 Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel 
moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved 
from before them and stood behind them, 20 coming between 
the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the 
cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night without one 
coming near the other all night.  
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Questions    
5. After all the miracles, why do the people (and even Moses) cry 

to the Lord? How does God respond? 
6. What was Moses told to do? Why?  
7. What did God ultimately want the Egyptians to know?  
8. What does God do for the Israelites even before the water 

splits?  
 
Notes 
Why do you cry to me – They’ve prayed – now it’s time for 
action! Moses is being given a job to do! Go forward, lift your staff, 
stretch out your hand. Like all miracles, this is clearly not Moses 
doing this task alone but God doing His work through Moses. He 
isn’t striking the water or rock or even throwing it down– he’s just 
putting it above the water. The staff was a symbol of God’s 
working and presence. God is going to do this – watch.  
On dry ground – There are numerous pundits who try to devise a 
natural explanation for this – but it would take more faith to believe 
the Egyptian army was stopped by and then drowned by a small 
thimble of water than to believe God dried up the ground so His 
people could cross and then crashed the wall of water back on the 
terrorizing army.  
Know that I am the Lord, when I have gotten glory – God has 
the Egyptians right where He wants them and the Israelites right 
where He wants them. Watch what He will do.   
The angel of God … moved and went behind them – God 
doesn’t even wait for their consent. He begins moving.  
The pillar of cloud moved… and stood behind them – Who is 
the angel and what is the cloud? Both are persons of the Trinity. 
God the Father is actively making himself known in this book. But 
God the Son (usually depicted as the angel of the Lord) is active 
doing His work of salvation. And God the Holy Spirit remains with 
them in the cloud. All three are at work!  
Between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel – This is a 
divine blockade. God is setting Himself between his people and 
the wrath of Pharaoh. This is the action God always does in 
salvation – He sets himself between us and the wrath we deserve 
– so that We can be saved.  
It lit up the night without one coming near the other all night – 
The angel of God illuminates the night for the Israelites and the 
cloud moved behind the angel causing darkness for the Egyptians. 
Such is the double nature of God’s glory – He brings both 
salvation and judgment. God judges the wicked assaults of the 
Enemy while protecting and lighting the way for His people.   
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Point – 3 –  14:21-31 Go forward: We are not called to only cry 
out but to go forward knowing that we can’t save ourselves – 
but God will save us.    
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord 
drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the 
sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And the people of 
Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters 
being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23 The 
Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the 
sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And 
in the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and of cloud 
looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces 
into a panic, 25 clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove 
heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for 
the Lord fights for them against the Egyptians.”  
26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the 
sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when 
the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the Lord 
threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. 28 The waters 
returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the 
host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of 
them remained. 29 But the people of Israel walked on dry 
ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their 
right hand and on their left.  
30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the 
Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 
31 Israel saw the great power that the Lord used against the 
Egyptians, so the people feared the Lord, and they believed in 
the Lord and in his servant Moses.  
  
 Questions    
9. Retrace the Israelites’ movement from fear (14:10-12 to faith 

(14:29-31). What was instrumental? What do you think it 
meant to the Israelites that the same sea which made a wall 
on their right and left is the same water that destroyed the 
Egyptian army?  

10. How do you think the Israelites would have described God to 
someone who had not seen these events firsthand? What 
about the Egyptians?   
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Notes 
The waters being a wall – While this must have been an amazing 
sight for the Israelites – it was one last warning for the Egyptians. 
But their judgment is deranged and so they continue on, plunging 
headlong to their deaths.  
Into a panic – The numerous and mighty chariots which had been 
a symbol of power were now sinking in mud (which is part of the 
miracle). The Israelites walk on dry ground but the Egyptians drive 
on mud. Their panic is a palpable reality as they understand what 
is truly happening 
The Lord fights for them – The Egyptians believe in God, 
perhaps before the Israelites do!  
The Lord threw the Egyptians into the… sea – Those who 
mockingly jeered, taunted, harmed and terrorized the Israelites are 
now destroyed.  
Not one of them remained – Egypt has paid an ultimate price for 
an ultimate transgression. The king had been fighting with God. 
The king’s people followed his folly – and in so doing their folly 
becomes permeant.  
Israel walked on dry ground – This is miraculous. There was a 
wall of water on either side – think of Niagara Falls on one side 
and the other. Yet, they are able to walk on dry ground. This could 
only happen by a supernatural intervention by God – there is no 
room for other interpretation. A city sized wall was on each side – 
and the Lord guarded them through it all!  

 
No matter how one looks at it, crossing the Red Sea was a 
miracle. Donald Bridge tells the story of a liberal minister 
preaching in an old, Bible-believing, African-American church. At 
a certain point in his sermon the minister referred to the crossing 
of the Red Sea. “Praise the Lord,” someone shouted. “Takin’ all 
them children through the deep waters. What a mighty miracle!” 
However, the minister did not happen to believe in miracles. So 
he said, rather condescendingly, “It was not a miracle. They 
were in marsh-land, the tide was ebbing, and the children of 
Israel picked their way across in six inches of water.” “Praise the 
Lord!” the man shouted again. “Drownin’ all them Egyptians in 
six inches of water. What a mighty miracle! (Ryken) 

 
The people feared the Lord and they believed – A people who 
had not known the Lord now see that he does in fact see, hear 
and (importanty) act on their behalf. This is a moment of 
responsive submission and love for the people to learn and then 
apply what it is to follow the Lord. 
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Gospel Centrality - How does this passage relate to the Gospel 
(death, burial, resurrection of Jesus Christ?)  
 
Good news comes when ... there is no other way out. Think 
about the thief on the cross next to Jesus. No matter how he 
got there that day, death is following after him. Then he meets 
Jesus. And Jesus puts Himself between the thief and what 
the thief deserved – a capital punishment for a capital crime.  
 
As the Book of Common Prayer says on Good Friday: 

we pray you to set your passion, cross, and death 
between your judgment and our souls,  
now and in the hour of our death.   

 
Satan is pursuing us, but instead of running away, we can 
stand and see the salvation of our God.  
 
 
 
Apply (15 min) - This is where a group really learns to grow. In 
order to apply the Gospel to daily living, it’s important to ask these 
four kinds of questions. They help us see God’s character and 
actions and contrast them to people’s (and our!) character and 
actions. Once we see that, the Good News begins to come into 
focus. And, if you can identify the Good News then it’s easy to 
share it with others. 
 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this 
passage Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray (15 min) - Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 6 – Exodus 17:1-7-A Leader’s Wisdom 

In his book Sahara Unveiled, William Langewiesche tells the story 
of an Algerian named Lag Lag and a companion whose truck 
broke down while crossing the desert: 
 
They nearly died of thirst during the three weeks they waited 
before being rescued. As their bodies dehydrated, they became 
willing to drink anything in hopes of quenching their terrible thirst. 
The sun forced them into the shade under the truck, where they 
dug a shallow trench. Day after day they lay there. They had food, 
but did not eat, fearing it would magnify their thirst. Dehydration, 
not starvation, kills wanderers in the desert, and thirst is the most 
terrible of all human sufferings.Physiologists use Greek-based 
words to describe stages of human thirst. For example, the Sahara 
is dipsogenic, meaning "thirst provoking." 
 
In Lag Lag's case, they might say he progressed from eudipsia, 
“ordinary thirst”, through of hyperdipsia, meaning "temporary 
intense thirst," to polydipsia, "sustained excessive thirst." 
Polydipsia means the kind of thirst that drives one to drink 
anything. There are specialized terms for such behavior, 
including uriposia, the drinking of urine, and hemoposia, the 
drinking of blood. 
 
For word enthusiasts, this is heady stuff. Nevertheless, the lexicon 
has not kept up with technology. I have tried, and cannot coin a 
suitable word for the drinking of rusty radiator water. Radiator 
water is what Lag Lag and his assistant started into when good 
drinking water was gone. In order to survive, they were willing to 
drink, in effect, poison. 
 
Many people do something similar in the spiritual realm. They 
depend on things like money, sex, and power to quench spiritual 
thirst. Unfortunately, such "thirst quenchers" are in reality spiritual 
poison, a dangerous substitute for the "living water" Jesus 
promised. 
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Week 6 – Daily SOAP readings 
 
Read and SOAP these passages for context and deeper 
understanding  

 
• Day 1 – Exodus 16:1-20 – Our grumbling and complaining 

about our circumstances is ultimately always against God. 
How does this truth both challenge and encourage you? 
 

• Day 2 – Exodus 16:21-38 – The pattern of work and a sabbath 
rest remains a gracious gift to us today. Do you have a day set 
apart to rest as the LORD has commanded? Does that day 
glorify God and renew you for your work? Explain. 

 
• Day 3 – Exodus 17:1-7 – Have you ever gone to the Rock 

(Jesus Christ) seeking refreshment? How did He provide for 
you?  

 
• Day 4 – Exodus 17:8-16 – What would it mean for the LORD 

to be your banner?  
 
• Day 5 – Exodus 18:1-27 – Jethro recounts the LORD’s 

deliverance for the Israelites. What is your testimony to your 
family about God’s deliverance for you? 

 
 

 
Use these passages to engage with the Scriptures as you prepare 
or reflect on this week’s main passage. Consider getting a journal 
to keep your reflections and look to the “How to SOAP” section for 
helpful hints. 
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Week 6 – Family Devotional  
 
First read Exodus 17:1-7 together and ask the family to summarize 
what they heard.  Then try some of these questions. 

1. Why did the people complain to Moses in the wilderness? 
2. Do you ever complain?  
3. How did God provide water for His people? 
4. Does God provide for your needs? 
5. What did you learn about God and also people in this 

passage? 
6. What is some Good News in this passage? 

Pray- Keep it simple, but try to get everyone to pray out loud. 
Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 6 - Group Meeting – Exodus 17:1-7 
 
Open (Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the Road, and Pray) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past week? 

Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker - If someone wanted to show how much they loved you, 

what proof would satisfy you?  
• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 

 
Set up, Story, Summarize and Dig (Exodus 17:1-7) (ask Journalist 
style questions: Who, What, Where, When, Why  that guide you to the 
Apply questions below. Make sure to get to the Apply!) 
1. What was the Israelites’ complaint against Moses and how did 

they voice it?  
2. Was thirst the only problem?  What was the deeper object 

lesson?  How well do you suppose they learned this lesson? Why 
do you think God led them into such a desperate 
circumstance/situation? (see Duet. 8:2-3)] 

3. How was their complaint putting the LORD to the test? How might 
this episode apply to your life? 

4. If you were Moses, what would you have said to the people?  
5. Why does Moses cry to the LORD? 
6. How did the LORD again provide for the people? 
7. What do the rock and water of Exodus 17:6 symbolize?(see John 

4:1-14, 7:37-38 & 1 Corinthians 10:4 for help).  
8. What attributes of God do you see in this passage?  
9. What does this passage teach about the authority of Moses and 

God?  About stress? Obedience?  Trust? 
10. A grumbling spirit is contagious and destructive to the body of 

Christ. How do you respond to grumblers in our midst? [See also 
Phil. 2:14] 

11. Who or what usually gets the brunt of your frustration?  How will 
you turn more quickly to God the next time you “thirst”? 

12. How has God used difficult circumstances to prove His great love 
to you?  

13.   
Apply 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this passage 
Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray - Thank you / Sorry / Please  
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Week 6 – Leader’s Group Study Notes 
 
Exodus 17:1-7 
 
Big Idea of the Series: He draws us out to draw us close. 
 
Big Idea of the Message: He draws water from the rock so that 
we can be satisfied    
 
Application Point: Let Jesus satisfy your thirst with His presence  
 
Open (5 Minutes) Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the 
Road, and Pray. Use the icebreaker below or one that fits the 
needs of creating community in your group… have fun! (See 
Leader’s notes at the beginning for more) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past 

week? Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker – If someone wanted to show how much they loved 

you, what proof would satisfy you 
• Ask: What has happened in the story so far?  

 
Set up (1 minute) – What has happened in the story so far? 
Let the text shape our framework (Context, Line, Structure) - Why 
did the author put this passage here (at this place) in the book? 
How did the author organize this text? How does this passage 
relate to the theme of the whole book? How does this text 
challenge our normal way of seeing things (or support it)?   
 
In the beginning of Exodus, chapters 1–13, we see how the LORD 
came to his people in distress. He sees, hears, has compassion, 
and (most importantly) He acts. He dismantles the gods of Egypt 
and the people discover that He is both mighty and caring and 
covenant keeping.  
 
But the LORD doesn’t simply open the prison doors and say, 
“Good luck!” Exodus 13–18 records how the LORD WENT WITH 
his people. He’s drawing them out... to draw them close. And in 
the previous chapters (14-15) they learn that salvation isn’t 
knowing where to go... but who to follow. Salvation is found in a 
relationship with the true God whom they are to trust. But there’s a 
fundamental thing they need to learn, in trusting God:  

#1 You can take the person out of slavery in a second  
#2 but taking the slavery out of the person... is a journey 
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But that journey will involve testing with the purpose to temper 
them to trust God. In chapter 16 they begin testing God by 
complaining about food. Now they’re complaining about water.  
  
Story (15 minutes) – Exodus 17:1-7 
 
(Use the Storying Tools to guide you.)   
 
Summarize (1 minute) Staying on the Line of Scripture: Main idea 
of the passage - What does the text say, literally? Specifically? 
What’s the big idea? Central point? 
 
Trust His provision... when you’re at the end of yours... He’s 
ready to satisfy your thirst with his presence and a well of 
water that will never dry up! 
.   
• (Central Question) Are you thirsty?   
• (One piece of Scripture the congregation will take away)  
6 I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the 
rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” 
 
Outline (A Leader’s Overview) 
A. 17:1-3 He provides patience when we’re foolish.   
B. 17:4 He provides presence when we’re in danger. 
C. 17:5-7 He provides resources to save us.  

  
 
Digging Deeper (15 minutes) - The who, what, where, when why 
facts (Don’t linger here… get to the Apply) Ask the questions 
below OR create new questions with simple journalist 
investigation. The point of these questions is to dig into the who, 
what, where, when, why facts of the passage. (Use the 
Observation Tools to guide you, but don’t linger here. Lead people 
to the Apply Questions) 
 
What questions, concerns, new things did you discover? 
Read the entire text, or each section, and just begin with people’s 
initial impressions. Consider going back to the section on “How to 
SOAP” and use the questions there or forward to the section 
“Principles for Studying a Bible Passage” to help your group 
understand how to read a Bible text.   
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Point – 1 – 17:1-3 He provides patience when we’re foolish.   
1 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the 
wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of 
the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for 
the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses 
and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why 
do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the 
people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled 
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to 
kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 
 
Questions    
1. What was the Israelites’ complaint against Moses and how did 

they voice it?  
2. Was thirst the only problem?  What was the deeper object 

lesson?  How well do you suppose they learned this lesson? 
Why do you think God led them into such a desperate 
circumstance/situation? (see Deut. 8:2-3) 

3. How was their complaint putting the LORD to the test? How 
might this episode apply to your life? 

 
Notes 
The wilderness of Sin – God is testing, growing, and protecting 
them. They haven’t lost the way and Satan isn’t winning – God is 
leading them to that precise place.  
Rephidim – This is most likely an oasis on the way to Mt. Sinai. 
That there was no water is probably due to the Amalekites.    
There was no water – In chapter 16 there was no food. Now 
there’s no water. Food and water represent the totality of human 
need. They are facing every need at every step but not without 
purpose. The LORD who led them out will be the one who guides 
and guards them on the journey. Leaving Egypt is just the first 
steps to coming home.  
Quarreled with Moses – To quarrel with Moses (God’s 
representative) is to quarrel with God 
Why do you test the LORD? – God has been testing them but 
they are trying to turn the tables (as if you could turn the tables on 
God). His testing of them is to purify and shape them, in other 
words, to temper/transform them. (see James 1:12) Their testing 
of God is rooted in distrust.  
 the people thirsted … and the people grumbled – Alec Moyter 
says, “Hardships breed swarms of “Whys?” —Why me? Why us? 
Why her? Why them? Why now? Why so protracted? Why so 
savage? —and it is an easy second step to wonder ‘Where did I 
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go wrong?’ or ‘How could I have slipped so far out of the will of 
God?’”. No test comes to us except by God’s loving determination 
to achieve His purpose [Heb. 12:4-11]. Moyter, again, “He is 
determined to bring them into the land not by an easy path but the 
best path for them.”  
     
Point – 2 – 17:4 He provides presence when we’re in danger        
4 So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? 
They are almost ready to stone me.” 
 
Questions    
4. If you were Moses, what would you have said to the people?  
5. Why does Moses cry to the LORD?  
 
Notes 
Cried to the LORD – People will always cry, grumble and 
complain – this isn’t a problem. The psalmists are often at the end 
of the rope and their faithful response is to call out to God.  
Ready to stone me – Taking one’s problems to God is not a 
problem. Open revolt, character assassination, and refusal to trust 
is. They are willing to revolt to the point of violence against God’s 
representative. They are accusing God of having a murderous 
character in bringing them out of Egypt (v. 3). They would rather 
take matters into their own hands and murder God’s 
representative than trust and ask for God’s provision.  
 
Point – 3 – 17:5-7 He provides resources to save us.   
5 And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, 
taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your 
hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold, I 
will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall 
strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people 
will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
7 And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, 
because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because 
they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”.  
  
 
 Questions    
6. How did the LORD again provide for the people? 
7. What do the rock and water of Exodus 17:6 symbolize? (see 

John 4:1-14, 7:37-38 & 1 Corinthians 10:4 for help).  
8. What attributes of God do you see in this passage?  
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9. What does this passage teach about the authority of Moses 
and God?  About stress? Obedience?  Trust? 

10. A grumbling spirit is contagious and destructive to the body of 
Christ. How do you respond to grumblers in your midst? [See 
also Phil. 2:14] 

11. Who or what usually gets the brunt of your frustration?  How 
will you turn more quickly to God the next time you “thirst”? 

12. How has God used difficult circumstances to prove His great 
love to you?  

 
Notes 
Taking with you some of the elders – C.S. Lewis would 
characterize this as “Man on the bench and God in the dock”. (The 
dock" is the place in a British (UK) courtroom where a person 
accused of a crime stands or sits) The LORD is allowing himself to 
be put on trial. They arrogantly believe they should put God on trial 
and find Him guilty. They believe God was attempting to murder 
them and so they call for the death of Moses. God forms a jury 
(the elders) and allows himself to be tested, foreshadowing what 
Jesus will do at the crucifixion.   
Take in your hand the staff – What is this staff? It was the rod of 
judgment used to strike down the gods of Egypt and will now judge 
between them and God. It was a symbol of judicial power. It was in 
Moses’ hands not God’s.  
I will stand before you – God stands willingly to be judged by 
them and revealing who He is, gracious and good, having power 
to provide. And He patiently endures their anger, judgement, and 
foolishness upon himself.   
Strike the rock and water shall come – Some say that there are 
soft porous rock formations that if hit with sufficient force will open 
up an aquifer. That would be another miracle like drowning in 3 
inches of water, that a porous rock would pour out water for 3 
million people! Perhaps. But Moses isn’t acting on his own 
information or ability to spot such a formation – Moses (a 
competent desert dweller before becoming their leader) relies 
solely on the LORD for where to find this water that will be 
miraculously/supernaturally provided, like the manna from heaven.  
Massah and Meribah – “testing and strife”. In the past six months 
they had witnessed ten plagues, a sea rescue, food from heaven, 
water from a rock – and their real question is revealed, “Is the 
LORD among us or not”?  
 
 
 



 
 
 

80 

A note about the Rock 
We interpret Scripture with Scripture, thus it is helpful to look at 
where this scene is discussed later in the Bible. In 1 Corinthians 
10:1-4 it says, “For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that 
our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the 
sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same 
spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed 
them, and the Rock was Christ”.  
 
God stands before them on this Rock that the Jewish Rabbi’s 
traditionally held moved with them on the rest of their journeys. 
And Paul, in 1 Cor. is drawing a straight line from that tradition to 
Jesus as the Rock. This is a beautiful pattern God wants us to 
see. Jesus is the God who takes their judgment, foolishness, 
testing and strife upon himself and provides water for living. As the 
Rock, God submits to the blows of his own justice so that out of 
Him provision, protection, and presence flows. They denied Him, 
but He showed up and showered them with water!  
• The rock was Christ... On the rocky mount of calvary He 

endured the rod of justice... so we could be protected and 
pardoned  

• The rock was Christ... He endured the Justice of God... so 
that when He died, blood AND WATER flowed from his burst 
heart 

The wilderness isn’t merely a place of danger... but a place of 
God’s provision and revelation of who He is 
• Why did they leave Egypt? So they may worship God in the 

wilderness... 
• But they don’t need “just water” or “just bread”...  
• they need a food and drink that will never end! 
Jesus provides bread in the wilderness -- Feeding the 5,000 
(twice - the second was 4,000 - Matthew 15:38) -- but ultimately, 
He’s the bread that they need to eat... “whoever eats this bread 
from heaven ... will never hunger … and they will be raised up at 
the last day (vv. John 6:35, 40). (NIVAC) 
Jesus provides water to the thirsty -- at the Feast, Jesus stands 
and says in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me 
and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 
streams of living water will flow from within him.” 
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Gospel Centrality - How does this passage relate to the Gospel 
(death, burial, resurrection of Jesus Christ?)  
 
Good news comes when ... we sin and put God to the test, 
even striking Him, and He provides. We deny his provision, 
protection and presence but Jesus, the Rock, was struck on 
the mount of Calvary, enduring the rod of justice. He took the 
Justice of God, died, and blood and water flowed – brining life 
to desperate people.  
 
 
 
 
 
Apply (15 min) - This is where a group really learns to grow. In 
order to apply the Gospel to daily living, it’s important to ask these 
four kinds of questions. They help us see God’s character and 
actions and contrast them to people’s (and our!) character and 
actions. Once we see that, the Good News begins to come into 
focus. And, if you can identify the Good News then it’s easy to 
share it with others. 
 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this 
passage Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray (15 min) - Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 7 – Exodus 20:1-17 - The Law for God’s People 

 
In his book Generation Ex-Christian, about younger Christians 
leaving Christianity, author Drew Dyck relates one interview with a 
young man who left Christianity to join the Wicca religion. 
 
Morninghawk Apollo (who renamed himself as is common in 
Wiccan practice) discussed his rejection of Christianity with 
candor. "Ultimately why I left is that the Christian God demands 
that you submit to his will. In Wicca, it's just the other way around. 
Your will is paramount. We believe in gods and goddesses, but the 
deities we choose to serve are based on our wills." 
 
And, surprisingly Morninghawk expresses the typical American 
moral compass.  
 
James Paterson and Peter Kim wrote a book titled, “The Day 
America Told the Truth”. Written in 1992 they conducted a national 
survey which concluded that there is “absolutely no moral 
consensus at all.... Everyone is making up their own personal 
moral codes—their own Ten Commandments.” There were 
some rules people actually mentioned, that are quite shocking: 
 
—I will steal from those who won’t really miss it; 
—I will lie when it suits me, so long as it doesn’t cause any real 
damage; 
—I will cheat on my spouse—after all, given the chance, they will 
too!  
—I will procrastinate at work and do absolutely nothing 1 of 5 days   
 
The depressing conclusion is that we have become a law unto 
ourselves.  
 
Not only do we make up our own moral code... we tend to 
make up our own god... 
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Christian Smith in a landmark study of young people’s religious 
views found that most young people in our culture today believe in 
what he describes as “Moral Therapeutic Deism”, which believes:  
 

God watches over us… to make us happy  
 
In other words: God should be like Santa Clause... just don’t put 
lumps of coal in our stockings if we’ve done something bad. Or the 
Cosmic Butler, attending to what we want. 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 

84 

Week 7 – Daily SOAP readings 
 
Read and SOAP these passages for context and deeper 
understanding  
 
• Day 1 – Exodus 19 – How did God deliver you and bring you 

to Himself? What is God currently speaking to you that you 
need to obey? 

 
• Day 2 – Exodus 20:1-7 – You might not be tempted to make a 

physical idol and worship it, but what are the things in your life 
and heart that come before God and have priority? 

 
• Day 3 – Exodus 20:8-12 – What lessons is God wanting us to 

learn by commanding us to rest? What could you do this week 
to honor your father or your mother? 

 
• Day 4 – Exodus 20:13-17 – What kinds of thoughts do you 

think about the people you see regularly? How would society 
be different if we followed these commands collectively? 

 
• Day 5 – Exodus 20:18-26 – We all are invited to draw near to 

God like Moses did (James 4:8). What things in your life are 
making you want to stand far off? 

 
 

 
 
Use these passages to engage with the Scriptures as you prepare 
or reflect on this week’s main passage. Consider getting a journal 
to keep your reflections and look to the “How to SOAP” section for 
helpful hints. 
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Week 7 – Family Devotional  
 

First read Exodus 20:1-21 together and ask the family to 
summarize what they heard.  Then try some of these questions: 

1. Moses went up the mountain.  God was there too.  What were 
the laws God gave Moses? 

2. Who were these laws for? Should you keep these laws too? 
3. Can you work together as a family to restate these as “God’s 

10 best ways to live”?  Come up with positive statements. 
4. Did the people go up the mountain too? What did they see 

and hear? 
5. What did you learn about God and also people in this 

passage? 
6. What is some Good News in this passage? 

Pray- Keep it simple, but try to get everyone to pray out loud. 
Thank you / Sorry / Please 
 
 
  



 
 
 

86 

Week 7 - Group Meeting – Exodus 20:1-17 
 
Open (Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the Road, and Pray) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past week? 

Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker - Share a time when you disregarded your parents’ clear 

directions? What were the consequences? There are 10 
Commandments. Can your group name all 10 from memory?  

• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
 

Set up, Story, Summarize and Dig (Exodus 20:1-17) (ask Journalist 
style questions: Who, What, Where, When, Why  that guide you to the 
Apply questions below. Make sure to get to the Apply!) 
 
1. What is the significance of v.2? How does it shape our 

understanding of the 10 Commandments?  
2. Do some of the commandments go together as a group? If you 

had to categorize the commandments, how would you do it? 
3. Why is God jealous for our love (v.6) and devotion? 
4. What role should the 10 Commandments play in a Christian’s 

life? How does Jesus call for a deeper obedience to God’s 
commands (cf. Matthew 5:21-31)? 

5. Why do you think a day of rest is important to God? What does 
the principle teach us? (cf. Deuteronomy 5:12-15). While we are 
not under the elementary training principles of the Old Covenant 
and a "day" of rest (Gal.3:23-24; 4:1-5), what does the Sabbath 
teach about Christ? (Col. 2:16-17; Heb. 4:9-10)?] 

6. Sometimes we think that rules prevent us from doing what we 
want to do, which is true. How would these commandments 
reveal God’s nature and His intention for freedom in your life if 
you were to follow them? (John 8:31-34; Romans 7:7)]  

7. Which relationships spoken about in the 10 Commandments are 
a challenge for you to maintain in a godly way? 

8. Restate these commandments in a positive way as the “10 rules 
for how to live in true freedom” 

  
Apply 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this passage 
Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray - Thank you / Sorry / Please  
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Week 7 – Leader’s Group Study Notes 
 
Exodus 20:1-17 
 
Big Idea of the Series: He draws us out to draw us close. 
 
Big Idea of the Message: He draws us close so we can know His 
character and concerns and be conformed to His likeness.     
 
Application Point: God is a law giver who loves us revealing His 
boundaries to guide us to the ultimate law keeper, Jesus.  
 
Open (5 Minutes) Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the 
Road, and Pray. Use the icebreaker below or one that fits the 
needs of creating community in your group… have fun! (See 
Leader’s notes at the beginning for more) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past 

week? Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker – Share a time when you disregarded your parents’ 

clear directions? What were the consequences? 
• (Alt Icebreaker) There are 10 Commandments. Can your 

group name all 10 from memory 
• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
 
Set up (1 minute) – What has happened in the story so far? 
Let the text shape our framework (Context, Line, Structure) - Why 
did the author put this passage here (at this place) in the book? 
How did the author organize this text? How does this passage 
relate to the theme of the whole book? How does this text 
challenge our normal way of seeing things (or support it)?   
 
Israel had been drawn into the wilderness to worship God... but 
they are not yet completely free. For freedom is not merely 
deliverance from something but to something. They found God to 
be a rescuer and provider – escape, bread, water, defense, every 
need has been provided by the Lord. But this journey is also 
revealing the nature of their faithless and fearful unbelieving 
hearts.  
 
God is still developing them so that when they follow Him, He will 
make them a kingly and priestly nation representing God to the 
world.  But in order to represent an all-powerful, holy and just God 
they will need to become a holy and just people. To do this, they’ll 
need His law – which reveals their hearts and puts boundaries of 
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protection around vulnerable people by telling us how to live in 
covenant relationship with Him and others. 
  
Story (15 minutes) – Exodus 20:1-17 
 
(Use the Storying Tools to guide you.)   
 
Summarize (1 minute) Staying on the Line of Scripture: Main idea 
of the passage - What does the text say, literally? Specifically? 
What’s the big idea? Central point? 
 
You can find what is good and right in the character of God, 
the concerns of God, and the confrontations of God! 
   
• (Central Question) What is good and right?   
• (One piece of Scripture the congregation will take away)  
3 You shall have no other gods before me 
 
Outline (A Leader’s Overview) 
A. 20:1-2 God shows what is good and right in his character.  His 

commands reveal his nature as Lord, God, and Redeemer. 
B. 20:3-6 God shows what is good and right in his concerns. His 

concern is that as worshippers we follow Him rather than false 
and destructive alternatives.  

C. 20:7-17 God shows what is good and right in his confrontation. 
He confronts and diagnoses our heart through our calendar, 
wallet and, most of all, relationships.  

  
 
Digging Deeper (15 minutes) - The who, what, where, when why 
facts (Don’t linger here… get to the Apply) Ask the questions 
below OR create new questions with simple journalist 
investigation. The point of these questions is to dig into the who, 
what, where, when, why facts of the passage. (Use the 
Observation Tools to guide you, but don’t linger here. Lead people 
to the Apply Questions) 
 
What questions, concerns, new things did you discover? 
Read the entire text, or each section, and just begin with people’s 
initial impressions. Consider going back to the section on “How to 
SOAP” and use the questions there or forward to the section 
“Principles for Studying a Bible Passage” to help your group 
understand how to read a Bible text.   
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Point – 1 – 20:1-2 God shows what is good and right in his 
character.  His commands reveal his nature as Lord, God, and 
Redeemer.   
1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the Lord your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery.  
 
Questions    
1. What is the significance of v2? How does it shape our 

understanding of the 10 Commandments?  
2. Do some of the commandments go together as a group? If 

you had to categorize the commandments, how would you do 
it? 

Notes 
God spoke – This is unique in the ancient world. Everyone 
worships someone or something – but it is rare that the object of 
our worship would speak back to us (idols are deaf and mute). But 
this God speaks to reveal Himself and the people actually hear His 
voice.  
I am the Lord… who brought you out – It is easy to skip over 
these vitally important words, but they are key to understanding 
the commandments. The Lord is the one who redeemed them and 
showed himself to be both willing and able to work for their good. 
His character of kindness and action, gives the reason for 
obedience to His commands. This is a vitally important Gospel 
pattern – obedience isn’t necessary for salvation rather, obedience 
flows from a heart that has been saved.     
   
Point – 2 – 20:3-6 God shows what is good and right in his 
concerns. His concern is that as worshippers we follow Him 
rather than false and destructive alternatives.        
3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 4 “You shall not 
make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or 
serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast 
love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.  
 
Questions    
3. Why is God jealous for our love and devotion? 



 
 
 

90 

4. What role should the 10 Commandments play in a Christian’s 
life? How does Jesus call for a deeper obedience to God’s 
commands (cf. Matthew 5:21-31)? 

 
Notes 
You shall – The first four commands are “vertical” (between God 
and man) and the last six are “horizontal” (between neighbors). 
And all of these reveal the character of the rule-maker. Philipp 
Ryken says, “rules and regulations generally reveal something 
about the rule-maker >>> consider the extensive federal 
regulations that govern handicapped access to public buildings. 
What do these laws tell us about the society that made them? 
They tell us that Americans want to include the disabled in the 
ordinary events of public life”.  
no other gods – Why? Because all others, as seen in the plagues 
of Egypt, are impostors.  
not make for yourself a carved image – Worshipping God 
according to his instructions simply makes sense. Consider the 
opposite: Should the sun follow the clock or the tail wag the dog? 
(Begg, Pathway, 41). God is the creator. Period. To to worship the 
creation (especially to worship an image carved by human hands) 
would confuse the Creator with the creation. Why worship the 
rocks when you can worship the one who made the rocks? Quick 
note about idols:  
How do we understand idols? An idol is anything so central in your 
life that if you lose it… you lose… and all cultures have idols 
•  Aphrodite >> Beauty // Athena >> Reason // Atriums >> Money 
David Foster Wallace “Everybody worships. The only choice we 
get is what to worship. And pretty much anything you worship will 
eat you alive.” 
•    Money/Things… never have enough  
•    Power… you feel weak & need more power to keep fear at bay   
•    Body/Sexual Allure… always feel ugly and when time and age 
start showing, you’ll die a million deaths until they plant you 
•    Intellect… always feel afraid of being found to be a fraud  
"The worst thing about idols, as the Hebrew scriptures so tirelessly 
point out, is that they are utterly useless when you need them 
most." Chris Wright / Themelios  
Bill Hyer reminds us that it’s even worse than that. “Idols are not 
merely useless, as if they were a neutral thing with no effect, like a 
flashlight with a dead battery. They are utterly destructive, like the 
battery acid leaking and destroying the flashlight. The effect of 
idolatry is "iniquity," the Hebrew word "awvon" meaning the 
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corruption of our nature that results in the corruption of DNA that is 
inherited in the following generations - Ex.20:5” 
a jealous God – Jealousy, when speaking of God, is a love that 
doesn’t die out. It is a vigilant protective love that is zealous for 
faithful loyalty in our relationship to Him. In human hearts, jealousy 
often becomes controlling and destructive. But, as seen by God’s 
actions, God’s jealous love results in our redemption. As Tim 
Keller has said, “Human jealousy is love that has gone extinct… 
God’s jealousy is love that won’t let us go extinct”. Holy jealously is 
zeal and love for God, or for your spouse, as well as by God. The 
Hebrew word translated 'jealous" is used in Psalm 69:9 and 
translated "zeal" in John 2:17. Also, and more importantly, as 
Nahum 1:2ff. states, God's righteous jealousy will destroy His 
enemies - in other words extinguish them! 
visiting the iniquity – Remember, judgement from God is 
ultimately the consequence of us receiving what we want. If we 
don’t want God’s love and hate Him then the result is generational. 
But if we do want his love the result is generational. We will 
receive His steadfast love and learn to obey His commandments.  
 
Point – 3 – 20:7-17 God shows what is good and right in his 
confrontation. He confronts and diagnoses our heart through 
our calendar, wallet and most of all, relationships.   
7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for 
the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you 
shall labor, and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a 
Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, 
you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your 
female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within 
your gates. 11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. 
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be 
long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 13 “You shall 
not murder. 14 “You shall not commit adultery. 15 “You shall not 
steal. 16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or 
his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”  
  
 Questions    
5. Why do you think a day of rest is important to God? What 

does the principle teach us? (cf. Deuteronomy 5:12-15). While 



 
 
 

92 

we are not under the elementary training principles of the Old 
Covenant and a "day" of rest (Gal.3:23-24; 4:1-5), what does 
the Sabbath teach about Christ? (Col. 2:16-17; Heb. 4:9-10)?] 

6. Sometimes we think that rules prevent us from doing what we 
want to do, which is true. How would these commandments 
reveal God’s nature and His intention for freedom in your life if 
you were to follow them? (John 8:31-34; Romans 7:7)]  

7. Which relationships spoken about in the 10 Commandments 
are a challenge for you to maintain in a godly way? 

8. Restate these commandments in a positive way as the “10 
rules for how to live in true freedom” 

 
Notes 
3rd commandment is about honoring God’s name because God 
is honorable. He’s kept his promises and provided for his people. 
4th commandment is to “Remember the Sabbath”. We are 
commanded to work and rest because we serve a working, resting 
God. 
5th commandment is to “Honor your father and your mother” 
because God, Himself, is a father and we are therefore His 
children.  
6th commandment, “You shall not murder” because He’s the 
giver of life... He rescues life... and He’s sovereign over not just its 
beginning, but also its end! 
7th commandment, “You shall not commit adultery” (v. 14). 
What does this tell us about God? He exudes steadfast love which 
is faithfulness. He keeps His covenant and expects us to keep 
ours. It also tells us that he is a God of joy because this command 
preserves sex for the fellowship of marriage – the only place 
where it can be fully enjoyed and completely safe.  
8th commandment “You shall not steal” (v. 15). God is our 
Creator and Provider. We don’t need to take from others but go to 
Him with our needs.  
9th commandment is to tell the truth because God is true in all he 
is, says, and does. 
10th commandment encourages contentment rather than 
coveting. God provides exactly what we need for the wilderness 
journey on His timetable 
All together these commandments point to love. When Jesus 
summarized God’s law he said, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the 
first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself ’ ” (Matthew 22:37, 38; cf. Deut. 6:5; 
Lev. 19:18; Rom. 13:9). 
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Love God... worshipping him alone and by honoring and obeying 
him 
Love parents and spouses by honoring and protecting and 
obeying them 
Love neighbors by protecting their lives and respecting their 
property! 
What’s our part? When we don’t keep the commandments, we cry 
out, “Lord, have mercy and incline our hearts to keep Your law.” 
 
Donald Grey Barnhouse “The law of God is like a mirror.,, A mirror 
reveals that your face is dirty, but the purpose of a mirror is not to 
wash your face… you don’t take the mirror off the wall and attempt 
to rub it on your face as a cleansing agent. The purpose of the 
mirror is to drive you to the water.” 
  
Gospel Centrality - How does this passage relate to the Gospel 
(death, burial, resurrection of Jesus Christ?)  
 
Good news comes when ... God is jealous and shows 
steadfast love. He gives justice to those who don’t keep the 
law. The problem is that not one of us is perfect. So, in God’s 
jealous and steadfast love for us, He sent Jesus who kept the 
law perfectly and took the justice we deserved. Everyone who 
believes in Jesus will be saved by His keeping of the Law and 
by His suffering of its curse.   
 
Apply (15 min) - This is where a group really learns to grow. In 
order to apply the Gospel to daily living, it’s important to ask these 
four kinds of questions. They help us see God’s character and 
actions and contrast them to people’s (and our!) character and 
actions. Once we see that, the Good News begins to come into 
focus. And, if you can identify the Good News then it’s easy to 
share it with others. 
 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this 
passage Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray (15 min) - Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 8 – Exodus 24:1-18 – Building for the Presence of God 

 
God is awesome. The problem is that we use the word “awesome” 
far too often, and without understanding what it really means. To 
be “awesome,” one has to inspire extraordinary wonder and 
amazement and sometimes a healthy fear. And, if you’re like me, 
sometimes we treat God as if he’s just a normal part of life. In 
Christianity Today, John Henry Jowett tells a story about an old 
saint who liked to walk home after worship services. 
 
 
… by quiet byways, so that the hush of the Almighty might remain 
on his awed and prostrate soul.  
 
That is the element we are losing, and its loss is one of the 
measures of our poverty, and the primary secret of our inefficient 
life and service. And what is the explanation of the loss? 
Preeminently our impoverished conception of God. ... 
 
Men who are possessed by a powerful God can never themselves 
be impotent. But have we not robbed the Almighty of much of His 
awful glory, and to that extent are we not ourselves despoiled? We 
have contemplated the beauties of the rainbow, but we have 
overlooked the dim severities of the throne. We have toyed with 
the light, but we have forgotten the lightning. We have rejoiced in 
the fatherhood of our God, but too frequently the fatherhood we 
have proclaimed has been throneless and effeminate. We have 
picked and chosen according to the weakness of our own tastes, 
and not according to the full-orbed revelation of the truth, and we 
have selected the picturesque and rejected the appalling.   
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Week 8 – Daily SOAP readings 
 
Read and SOAP these passages for context and deeper 
understanding  
 
• Day 1 – Exodus 21 – God is actively involved in determining 

how the Hebrew people live together. What does this law 
teach us about God’s character?  
 

• Day 2 – Exodus 22 – How does God feel about the weakest 
members of society? Whom do you find it difficult to love and 
protect among these types of individuals?  

 
• Day 3 – Exodus 23 – Has God promised you an inheritance 

(Romans 8:15-17)? What are some obstacles, like the 
Canaanites, that might keep you from receiving your 
inheritance? 

  
• Day 4 – Exodus 24 –At Sinai, the Israelites personally 

experienced the awesome and terrifying manifestation of 
God's holy presence. Why do you think it was still a struggle 
for Israel to love God and obey Him? 

  
• Day 5 – Exodus 25 – God had Moses tell the people how to 

build the Tabernacle in great detail. God then said, “There I 
will meet with you …” What does this reveal about God's 
ultimate desire and purpose? Do you think God wants to meet 
with you? When, and how?  

 
 
Use these passages to engage with the Scriptures as you prepare 
or reflect on this week’s main passage. Consider getting a journal 
to keep your reflections and look to the “How to SOAP” section for 
helpful hints. 
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Week 8 – Family Devotional  
 
First read Exodus 24:1-18 together and ask the family to 
summarize what they heard.  Then try some of these questions: 

1. How do young children think of God?  How do you 
imagine God is like? 

2. What did Moses build at the foot of the mountain? 
3. What did the 12 stone pillars represent? 
4. What did the people covenant to do? 
5. What did Moses do with the blood? Why? 
6. What did you learn about God and also people in this 

passage? 
7. What is some Good News in this passage? 

 
Pray- Keep it simple, but try to get everyone to pray out loud. 
Thank you / Sorry / Please   
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Week 8 - Group Meeting – Exodus 24:1-18 
Open (Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the Road, and Pray) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past week? 

Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker - What is the largest city you have ever visited at the 

street level? How did you feel about the street people and their 
future?  

• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
Set up, Story, Summarize and Dig (Exodus 24:1-18) (ask Journalist 
style questions: Who, What, Where, When, Why  that guide you to the 
Apply questions below. Make sure to get to the Apply!) 
1. What surprise twists have you seen in the plot since a few weeks 

ago? 
2. Why do you think it was important for the leaders to come up the 

mountain with Moses? What were God’s purposes behind the 
command? 

3. What is significant in the people’s response to the words from the 
LORD?  

4. What does the blood on the altar signify and why was it 
necessary? 

5. Imagine what it would look, smell and feel like for all that blood to 
be thrown against the altar of God and upon yourself (v. 6-8). 
How does that action put your personal and our collective sin and 
transgression of the law in perspective? (Cf. Matthew 26:26-29; 
Heb. 9:12-14, 22) 

6. Have you ever made a promise to God? Was it difficult or easy to 
keep that promise (v. 7)? 

7. What do you think the leaders of Israel learned about God when 
they were on the mountain? (v. 9-11, 17) 

8. What do you think Moses was thinking and feeling during those 6 
days before God called out to him? And why do think God waited 
until the 7th day? 

9. God is both “immanent” (personally involved and near to us) and 
“transcendent” (sovereign above and beyond what we could think 
or imagine). When have you experienced these two 
characteristics of God in your life? How has it changed you? 

 Apply 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this passage 
Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray - Thank you / Sorry / Please  
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Week 8 – Leader’s Group Study Notes 
 
Exodus 24:1-18 
Big Idea of the Series: He draws us out to draw us close. 
 
Big Idea of the Message: He draws us close so we can be 
received into His presence.     
 
Application Point: God graciously receives us into His presence. 
Will we come and fellowship with Him?   
 
Open (5 Minutes) Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the 
Road, and Pray. Use the icebreaker below or one that fits the 
needs of creating community in your group… have fun! (See 
Leader’s notes at the beginning for more) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past 

week? Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker – Has there ever been a time in your life when you 

felt especially close to God? What were the circumstances? 
What were you aware of? What was your experience? 

• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
 

Set up (1 minute) – What has happened in the story so far? 
Let the text shape our framework (Context, Line, Structure) - Why 
did the author put this passage here (at this place) in the book? 
How did the author organize this text? How does this passage 
relate to the theme of the whole book? How does this text 
challenge our normal way of seeing things (or support it)?   
 
This is a continuation of chapter 19 and 20 where God called them 
to be His priests to the world and gave them His law to teach the 
world. But they need something desperately. They are not holy 
enough to be priests on their own merit and not obedient enough 
to the law in their own heart and actions. Their calling to represent 
God is a high calling that they are not prepared for.  
 
God has shown himself to be the dismantler of all other so-called 
gods, (who are really demons, cf. 1 Cor. 10:20) rescuer of those in 
bondage, the provider for those in the wilderness, the freedom-
giver for those trapped by idols. He is the only God who is fully just 
and fully loving. But these people are fickle and broken. They’re 
still slaves (in their hearts) to (small g) gods that have abused 
them with promises never kept.  
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And... they are chosen by God to be his very own people. They 
are making a covenant, like a marriage ceremony with consents, 
(Do you take this bride… this man), with the recitation of God’s 
Word and vows. They are being drawn into worship and covenant 
commitment. And just like a wedding ceremony, the words and 
actions serve as guides to guard and counsel the heart.  
 
For it’s the heart that is the point. Anglicans begin their worship 
with these words: Almighty God to you all hearts are open... all 
desires known... cleanse the thoughts of our hearts.... Our hearts 
are distracted, fickle, weighted down with the brokenness of this 
world. So, we come to the mountain of God’s holy presence... to 
hear again the Covenant He is offering. And we’re drawn close... 
close enough to observe, remember, and enjoy a meal with God 
Himself by God’s grace and goodness. Exodus 24 is their 
cleansing and consecration to be God’s priestly people.   
 
Story (15 minutes) – Exodus 24:1-18 
 
(Use the Storying Tools to guide you.)   
 
Summarize (1 minute) Staying on the Line of Scripture: Main idea 
of the passage - What does the text say, literally? Specifically? 
What’s the big idea? Central point? 
 
The LORD welcomes His people into His presence through 
His word, sacrifice, and table. 
   
• (Central Question) God is calling… will you follow?   
• (One piece of Scripture the congregation will take away)  
7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the 
hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD has 
spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 
Outline (A Leader’s Overview) 
A. 24:1-4 The Book of the Covenant - God declares His promises 

and boundaries to His people 
B. 24: 5-8 The Blood of the Covenant - God consecrates and 

sanctifies His people for service  
C. 24: 9-11 The Bread of the Covenant - God welcomes His 

people to His table 
D. 24:12-18 The Glory of the Covenant - God's gracious and holy 

presence 
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Digging Deeper (15 minutes) - The who, what, where, when why 
facts (Don’t linger here… get to the Apply) Ask the questions 
below OR create new questions with simple journalist 
investigation. The point of these questions is to dig into the who, 
what, where, when, why facts of the passage. (Use the 
Observation Tools to guide you, but don’t linger here. Lead people 
to the Apply Questions) 
 
What questions, concerns, new things did you discover? 
Read the entire text, or each section, and just begin with people’s 
initial impressions. Consider going back to the section on “How to 
SOAP” and use the questions there or forward to the section 
“Principles for Studying a Bible Passage” to help your group 
understand how to read a Bible text.   
 
Point – 1 – 24:1-4 The Book of the Covenant - God delivers all 
His promises and boundaries to His people.   
1 Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, 
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship 
from afar. 2 Moses alone shall come near to the LORD, but the 
others shall not come near, and the people shall not come up with 
him.”  
3 Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD 
and all the rules. And all the people answered with one voice and 
said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 4 And 
Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in 
the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and 
twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 
Questions    
1. What surprise twists have you seen in the plot since a few 

weeks ago? 
2. Why do you think it was important for the leaders to come up 

the mountain with Moses? What were God’s purposes behind 
the command? 

3. What is significant in the people’s response to the words from 
the LORD?  

 
 
Notes 
Moses alone shall come near – Moses has been functioning as 
the mediator (and continues to do so). The others are called to 
worship from afar. These boundaries remind us that we approach 
God on His terms not casually or pridefully, or in our uncleanness.  
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all the words of the LORD and all the rules – The words are the 
10 Commandments outlining the heart and intention of the LORD 
(see 20:1 And God spoke all these words…”). The rules are the 
outworking of application for those commandments  
we will do -   They will say this twice, like in a wedding ceremony. 
Their intention is declared at the outset and the promise is then 
formalized. This is an audacious promise and overly optimistic for 
natural born sinners. God’s law demands perfect obedience – and 
their commitment will be tested.  
wrote down all the words – The written word is vital. Our 
Scriptures are not merely oral interpretation handed down but a 
careful transmission of the Word of God to the People of God.  
built an altar - This symbolized God’s presence with the people 
and was the place where an animal would be sacrificed to make 
atonement for sin. 
twelve pillars – The pillars with the altar, together, symbolized 
God’s presence among His people. God had promised to take 
them by His hand and bring them out – and He has accomplished 
this. The relationship of God with His people was now set in stone 
– literally.  
   
   
Point – 2 –24: 5-8 The Blood of the Covenant - God 
consecrates and sanctifies His people for service.        
5 And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered 
burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the 
LORD. 6 And Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, 
and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7 Then he took 
the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. 
And they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we 
will be obedient.” 8 And Moses took the blood and threw it on the 
people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the 
LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”.  
 
Questions    
1. What does the blood on the altar signify and why was it 

necessary? 
2. Imagine what it would look, smell and feel like for all that blood 

to be thrown against the altar of God and upon yourself (v. 6-
8). How does that action put your personal and our collective 
sin and transgression of the law in perspective? (Cf. Matthew 
26:26-29; Heb. 9:12-14, 22) 

3. Have you ever made a promise to God? Was it difficult or 
easy to keep that promise (v. 7)? 
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Notes 
burnt offerings – In a burnt offering, the entire animal was 
consumed representing total devotion to God  
peace offerings – This sacrifice is also called (in Lev. 3) a 
fellowship offering. This would have been roasted on the altar, the 
blood drained, the best part offered to God. And the remaining 
eaten as shared as a meal.  
Half of the blood against the altar / and threw it on the people 
– Like the covenant with Abraham this is symbolic of the two 
parties who are in this covenant. In this covenant, mediated 
through Moses, this represents the sacrifice given to God to atone 
for the sin of His covenant people. This is a matter of life and 
death. To keep these laws and rules would mean life and to break 
them would bring about the shedding of blood and eventually 
death. In these, we see both our covenant commitment to love 
God by obeying His righteous requirements and His covenant love 
for us with His gracious provision to forgive our sin when we fail. 
Blood of the covenant –The blood symbolizes atonement for sin, 
which includes "propitiation," the righteous satisfaction for just 
wrath, "expiation," the cleansing of sin, "redemption," the payment 
of the debt to set a slave free, "sacrifice," the giving of life in the 
shedding of blood, and "reconciliation,' the purpose of the work of 
God to restore relationship with God. God accepts the sacrifice of 
another as the payment for the redemption of His people as His 
just wrath is diverted (propitiation - like He did with the lamb’s 
blood on the doorpost during the Passover protecting them from 
the just judgment of God), to accomplish reconciliation with 
Himself. There are two sides of this covenant, which binds them in 
relationship. But it is initiated by God. As the commentator Moyter 
says:  
 
It means that just as the blood of the covenant on the one hand 
establishes the relationship of peace with God by propitiation, so 
on the other hand the blood of the covenant maintains the 
relationship of peace with God for a people who are committed to 
walk in obedience. God knows that the people are professing 
beyond their strength.… “Very well,” says God, “I will make 
provision for them.” The same blood which has made peace with 
God will keep peace with God. As they walk in the way of 
obedience, the blood is available for a people committed to obey. 
As they stumble and fall, so the covenant blood will be available 
for them 
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Point – 3 – 24: 9-11 The Bread of the Covenant - God 
welcomes His people to His table.   
9 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the 
elders of Israel went up, 10 and they saw the God of Israel. There 
was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like 
the very heaven for clearness. 11 And he did not lay his hand on 
the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate 
and drank.  
  
 Questions    
4. What do you think the leaders of Israel learned about God 

when they were on the mountain? (v. 9-11, 17) 
 
Notes 
Saw the God of Israel – This is an incredible experience – to 
approach the holy, manifest presence of God is dangerous (See 
Leviticus 10:1-3) But they’d been consecrated and drawn into His 
presence and the Bible says (almost astonished) that he did not 
lay his hand on the chief men – in other words, this is an 
extraordinary experience.  
Pavement of sapphire stone – Why does the text mention the 
pavement? It’s an interesting question. I (Greg) believe that they 
most likely fell to their faces and became intimately acquainted 
with the floor as they worshiped. Bill, my collaborator, understands 
it another way, “Because they are looking up toward God above 
them in heaven, separated by a translucent pavement under His 
feet that shields them from seeing His face. That is why He didn't 
lay His hand on them. As we said, this is an extraordinary 
experience – explaining what is happening is difficult! 
They beheld God, and ate and drank - This is amazing. The 
holy, righteous, just, perfect God has let these leaders see Him, 
and do not die, – and then He draws them into worship and a 
fellowship meal. Having heard the Word of God, seen the 
atonement for their sin, they are now received into His presence 
and fellowship.  
 
Point – 4 – 24:12-18 The Glory of the Covenant - God's 
gracious and holy presence   
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and 
wait there, that I may give you the tablets of stone, with the law 
and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 
13 So Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up 
into the mountain of God. 14 And he said to the elders, “Wait here 
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for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with 
you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.”  
15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered 
the mountain. 16 The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and 
the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to 
Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the 
glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the 
mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the 
cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the 
mountain forty days and forty nights.  
  
 Questions    
5. What do you think Moses was thinking and feeling during 

those 6 days before God called out to him? And why do think 
God waited until the 7th day? 

6. God is both “immanent” (personally involved and near to us) 
and “transcendent” (sovereign above and beyond what we 
could think or imagine). When have you experienced these 
two characteristics of God in your life? How has it changed 
you? 
 

Notes 
The tablets of stone – Why two stones? Some think it was 
because of the two parts of the law – but it was probably because 
a covenant always had two copies for the two parties. In Exodus 
31 we see that they were inscribed by the finger of God – these 
are not words that Moses came up with but commands received 
from God. Quick note: All of this is done very publicly. Unlike other 
religions like Mormonism or Islam which received their words 
privately or like in Buddhism which is completely internal and 
ultimately without words – these inscriptions are simply the 
documents memorializing the words that had already been 
delivered to all the people by God in chapter 20.  
the mountain of God – Mt. Sinai as identified in v. 16 
for us until we return – People are invited into different levels of 
relationship. The Israelites, in general, at the foot of the mountain, 
the elders mid-way up. Joshua and Moses further up and further 
in, as C.S. Lewis might say. And Moses alone goes to the top.  
the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire – Compared to 
the burning bush at the beginning of Moses' experience, this was 
an even more amazing experience. The greater fullness of God’s 
presence was glorious, awesome, mysterious but also all-
encompassing and protective.  
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Gospel Centrality - How does this passage relate to the Gospel 
(death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of the Lord Jesus 
Christ?)  
 
Good news comes when ...   we realize that we are separated 
from God by our sin but because of Jesus' blood being 
sprinkled on the altar of the cross and on us we are brought 
near and invited to the feast with Him.   
 
 
 
 
 
Apply (15 min) - This is where a group really learns to grow. In 
order to apply the Gospel to daily living, it’s important to ask these 
four kinds of questions. They help us see God’s character and 
actions and contrast them to people’s (and our!) character and 
actions. Once we see that, the Good News begins to come into 
focus. And, if you can identify the Good News then it’s easy to 
share it with others. 
 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this 
passage Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray (15 min) - Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 9 – Exodus 32:1-16 – An Image of Idolatry 

 
Losing PlayStation privileges or being confined to a room would be 
hard enough for most children in our culture today, but at the 
tender age of ten, Sajani Shakya almost lost her status as a living 
goddess.  
 
In the Kathmandu Valley of Nepal, living goddesses—
called Kumari—are chosen from the same Hindu caste as Buddha 
and worshiped as deity. As Sajani soon learned, with the elevated 
status came elevated expectations. Under no circumstances was 
she ever to leave the country. Nepalese authorities were outraged, 
then, when she chose to travel to the United States to participate 
in a documentary that was being filmed about the Kumari tradition. 
Upon her return, she received notification of termination from 
goddess status from Jaiprasad Regmi, chief of the government 
trust that manages the affairs of the living goddesses.  
 
However, after a little pressure from the public and Sajani's own 
remorse, the government has since offered a reprieve. Sajani will 
retain her title if she faithfully goes through an intense cleansing 
process that washes her of the sins of the countries she has 
visited in her travels. 
 
How strange it is to worship people, places, or things that are 
created rather than the Creator!  
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Week 9 – Daily SOAP readings 
 
Read and SOAP these passages for context and deeper 
understanding  
 
• Day 1 – Exodus 26-27 – Why were the people separated from 

the Most Holy Place by the veil? What happened to the veil 
when Jesus died on the Cross for our sins? 
 

• Day 2 – Exodus 28 - 29 – The words Anoint, Ordain and 
Consecrate applied to Aaron and his sons. Who else do they 
apply to today? What do they mean in today’s church? How 
did God dwell among His people after the birth of Jesus? After 
the Resurrection of Jesus? How does God dwell in His people 
now? 

 
• Day 3 – Exodus 30 -31 – What was the Altar of Incense 

symbolic of? What can you provide that is just as valid? 
(Psalm 141:2, Revelation 5:8.) Why did God tell the people to 
observe the Sabbath? How would it impact your life if you 
were to take a day of Sabbath each week? What does the 
Sabbath ultimately symbolize? Col.2:17 

 
• Day 4 – Exodus 32:1-14 – Why are we more inclined to 

worship something we can see, than something we can’t see? 
Even when we know what is right? (Read I Cor 10:13-14) 
What idols have you created from your resources? Have you 
ever needed someone to stand between you and God 
because of your sin? Who is your advocate? How successful 
has He been? 

 
• Day 5 – Exodus 32:15-35 – What is a modern-day version of 

the tablets of the testimony? (Share something from God’s 
heart and hand to guide you in your daily life. Aaron’s lack of 
godly leadership left the people vulnerable. What is your 
experience in being under ungodly vs. godly/Christ-centered 
leadership.  

 
Use these passages to engage with the Scriptures as you prepare 
or reflect on this week’s main passage. Consider getting a journal 
to keep your reflections and look to the “How to SOAP” section for 
helpful hints. 
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Week 9 – Family Devotional  
 
First read Exodus 32:1-20 together and ask the family to 
summarize what they heard.  Then try some of these questions: 

1. Moses was on the mountain with God for a long time. 
What did the people do while he was gone? 

2. God was angry. What did Moses ask God to do? 
3. How did Moses feel when he saw the people? What did 

he do? 
4. When have you felt angry about something that was 

wrong? 
5. Do we still have idols in our lives today? 
6. What did you learn about God and also people in this 

passage? 
7. What is some Good News in this passage? 

 
Pray- Keep it simple, but try to get everyone to pray out loud. 
Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 9 - Group Meeting – Exodus 32:1-16   
Open (Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the Road, and Pray) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past week? 

Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker - What was the most defiant thing you ever did against 

your parents’ desires – something you may laugh about now but 
perhaps wasn’t so funny at the time? 

• What do you have a hard time waiting for? 
• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 

 
Set up, Story, Summarize and Dig (Exodus 32:1-16) (ask Journalist 
style questions: Who, What, Where, When, Why  that guide you to the 
Apply questions below. Make sure to get to the Apply!) 
1. How long has Moses been away on the mountain?  (see Ex 

24:18) 
2. How do you think the people felt about being in the middle of the 

desert with no apparent leader?  Do you see an attempted “coup” 
here?  

3. Where do you assign the blame for the golden calf? 
4. How do God and Moses feel about the golden calf?  On what 

basis is each justified in their response? Why does God refrain 
from destroying them?  What about God does not change (v.34)? 

5. What do you think was Moses’ frame of mind when He was 
coming down the mountain?  What angered him? 

6. What is Moses’ role in setting things right again?  In what sense 
is he an army general?  A prophet?  A priest?  A sacrificial lamb?  
What exemplary qualities are evident in his plea bargaining with 
God? What things does Moses appeal to when plea bargaining 
with God for the people?  

7. What do you do when you feel God has stopped speaking to 
you?   

8. Has there been a time in your life when someone “let you off the 
hook”?  How did you feel about that person? 

9. How does God want you to feel about his forgiveness? 
10. What does it mean for you to be “for” the LORD?    
 
Apply 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this passage 
Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray - Thank you / Sorry / Please  
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Week 9 – Leader’s Group Study Notes 
 
Exodus 32:1-16 
 
Big Idea of the Series: He draws us out to draw us close. 
 
Big Idea of the Message: He draws us close, despite our sin, 
through the intercession of Moses.     
 
Application Point: God provides an intercessor in our sin – will 
we repent?   
 
Open (5 Minutes) Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the 
Road, and Pray. Use the icebreaker below or one that fits the 
needs of creating community in your group… have fun! (See 
Leader’s notes at the beginning for more) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past 

week? Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker – What was the most defiant thing you ever did 

against your parents’ desires – something you may laugh 
about now but perhaps wasn’t so funny at the time? 
• What do you have a hard time waiting for? 

• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
 
Set up (1 minute) – What has happened in the story so far? 
Let the text shape our framework (Context, Line, Structure) - Why 
did the author put this passage here (at this place) in the book? 
How did the author organize this text? How does this passage 
relate to the theme of the whole book? How does this text 
challenge our normal way of seeing things (or support it)?   
 
Previously the people had acted in fear. Fear of the Egyptian 
army, fear of not having food, fear of not having water, had caused 
them great angst. But each time the LORD provided. But now... 
after declaring in Exodus 24 that they would obey “EVERYTHING 
that the LORD has commanded”... they act in high handed 
rebellion. They hear God’s words, their elders see God and live, 
they are brought into covenant relationship with God – and even 
promise to obey and do all that God has told them to do. But that 
was chapter 24. Now, after Moses has been gone just a little 
while, they act in treasonous rebellion.  
 
Perhaps their hearts were afraid? The people asked in chapter 20 
to have Moses mediate the words of God to them – and when 
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Moses is gone, they seek other gods to comfort them. After all, 
everyone worships something for their ruin or their restoration. 
But, maybe we see the disaster of abandoning the one true God, 
after all, as John Calvin says, “Our hearts are idol factories.” 
 
Os Guiness and John Seel say, ““Idolatry is the most discussed 
problem in the Bible.… There can be no believing communities 
without an unswerving eye to the detection and destruction of 
idols” (No God but God, p. 23). And that is exactly what we do not 
find here. Their unswerving eye was away – and the second-tier 
leaders aren't up for the task. 
 
Story (15 minutes) – Exodus 32:1-16 
(Use the Storying Tools to guide you.)   
 
Summarize (1 minute) Staying on the Line of Scripture: Main idea 
of the passage - What does the text say, literally? Specifically? 
What’s the big idea? Central point? 
 
We need to see #1: the sin against our Sovereign, #2: the 
justice of our Sovereign, #3: the provision of our Sovereign.   
• (Central Question) Who provides a way out for you?   
• (One piece of Scripture the congregation will take away) 14 

And the LORD relented from the disaster that he had 
spoken of bringing on his people 

 

Outline (A Leader’s Overview) 
A. 32:1-6 The sin against our Sovereign – forgetful distrust 
B. 32:7-10 The justice of our Sovereign - righteous anger 
C. 32:11-16 The provision of our Sovereign – the power of 

intercession 
 

Digging Deeper (15 minutes) - The who, what, where, when why 
facts (Don’t linger here… get to the Apply) Ask the questions below 
OR create new questions with simple journalist investigation. The 
point of these questions is to dig into the who, what, where, when, 
why facts of the passage. (Use the Observation Tools to guide you, 
but don’t linger here. Lead people to the Apply Questions) 
 

What questions, concerns, new things did you discover? 
Read the entire text, or each section, and just begin with people’s 
initial impressions. Consider going back to the section on “How to 
SOAP” and use the questions there or forward to the section 
“Principles for Studying a Bible Passage” to help your group 
understand how to read a Bible text.   
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Point – 1 – 32:1-6 The sin against our Sovereign.   
1When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the 
mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron and 
said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for 
this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, 
we do not know what has become of him.” 2 So Aaron said to 
them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, 
your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the 
people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought 
them to Aaron. 4 And he received the gold from their hand and 
fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they 
said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of 
the land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before 
it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a 
feast to the LORD.” 6 And they rose up early the next day and 
offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And the 
people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play. 
 
Questions    
1. How long has Moses been away on the mountain?  (see Ex 

24:18) 
2. How do you think the people felt about being in the middle of 

the desert with no apparent leader?  Do you see an attempted 
“coup” here?  

Notes 
Up, make us gods – They don’t want a new god – they want God 
to conform to their current desires. 
This Moses… we do not know what has become of him – This 
is a lie. They know where Moses is – he is on the mountain, 
meeting with God, and getting plans for the Tabernacle.  
Aaron said to them – This is most disturbing. Aaron has had a 
front row seat to all of the miracles of the Exodus. But the people 
set the direction they want to worship and like a leader without 
conviction, he leads them where they want to go.  
A golden calf – a bull was a symbol of strength, vitality and 
fertility. Aaron’s decision to cast this as a young calf perhaps 
recalls the Egyptian symbols of animals upon which the gods 
would ride. Perhaps he was trying to soften their rebellion by 
casting  
Who brought you up – This is a direct affront to the LORD. This 
golden calf which has just been fashioned out of the gold that had 
been the people’s redemption gift as they left Egypt (and which 
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they will ultimately lose v. 20) had no part in the great rescue the 
LORD had done.  
play – This is a reference to the style of bacchanal that 
characterized pagan worship. 
R. C. Sproul comments: “The cow gave no law and demanded no 
obedience. It had no wrath or justice or holiness to be feared. It 
was deaf, dumb, and impotent. But at least it could not intrude on 
their fun and call them to judgment. This was a religion designed 
by men, practiced by men, and ultimately useless for men.” 
     
Point – 2 – 32:7-10 The justice of our Sovereign.        
7 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom 
you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted 
themselves. 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way that 
I commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden 
calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are 
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 
9 And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and 
behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 10 Now therefore let me alone, 
that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume 
them, in order that I may make a great nation of you.”.  
 
Questions    
3. Where do you assign the blame for the golden calf? 
4. How do God and Moses feel about the golden calf?  On what 

basis is each justified in their response? Why does God refrain 
from destroying them?  What about God does not change 
(v.34)? 

 
Notes 
your people, whom you brought up – There is a hint of grace 
here. Why would God tell Moses to go down if the LORD simply 
wanted to destroy them? He is alerting Moses to the problem – the 
people have forgotten who saved them.   
out of the way that I commanded – Commandments 1-3 are 
being blatantly disobeyed.   
I have seen – What God sees in the present moment He is also 
seeing in the future. They will carry this moniker “a stiff necked 
people” for the rest of the Bible.  
consume them…[to make a]… great nation of you – Moses is 
being tempted here. God can remove Israel (by rights, the LORD 
can destroy them, justly). Moses can become the one through 
whom the Redeemer will come. There is a sense in which God is 
prompting Moses to identify with the people so that Moses can 
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intercede for them. Although Moses had been disowned by the 
people – he is the one who is being given the opportunity to 
intercede for them.  
St. Jerome... “Consider the compassionate kindness of God. 
When he says, ‘Let me alone,’ he shows that if Moses will 
continue to importune him, he will not strike.... In other words, 
what does he say? Do not cease your persistent entreaty, and I 
shall not strike.” 
 
Point – 3 – 32:11-16 The provision of our Sovereign.   
11 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, 
why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you 
have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent 
did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to 
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your 
burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. 
13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom 
you swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your 
offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it 
forever.’ ” 14 And the LORD relented from the disaster that he had 
spoken of bringing on his people.  
15 Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the 
two tablets of the testimony in his hand, tablets that were written 
on both sides; on the front and on the back they were written. 
16 The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the 
writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 
  
 Questions    
5. What do you think was Moses’ frame of mind when He was 

coming down the mountain?  What angered him? 
6. What is Moses’ role in setting things right again?  In what 

sense is he an army general?  A prophet?  A priest?  A 
sacrificial lamb?  What exemplary qualities are evident in his 
plea bargaining with God? What things does Moses appeal to 
when plea bargaining with God for the people?  

7. What do you do when you feel God has stopped speaking to 
you?   

8. Has there been a time in your life when someone “let you off 
the hook”?  How did you feel about that person? 

9. How does God want you to feel about his forgiveness? 
10. What does it mean for you to be “for” the LORD?   
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Notes 
But Moses implored the LORD – Moses had put up with Israel’s 
complaining for quite a while and must have been tempted to let 
God wipe them off the planet. But, instead, he starts praying. He is 
not convincing God of something that is outside what God is 
predisposed to do – to show mercy.  
Why should the Egyptians say – Moses is concerned for God’s 
glory and reputation even if the Israelites have trampled it in their 
bacchanal play.  
Turn from your burning anger and relent – Verses 11-14 along 
with 34:1-10 comprise the Jewish “Day of Atonement” (Yom 
Kippur) readings. Moses is imploring God to act according to His 
character, “merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness” (34:6) 
And the LORD relented – God is not capricious, simply acting 
"emotionally" for no righteous reason at all. Rather, He is relenting 
or “softening the blow” or “holding back”. They deserve death but 
God is giving them a mediator. 
 
Gospel Centrality - How does this passage relate to the Gospel 
(death, burial, resurrection of Jesus Christ?)  
Good news comes when ... confronted without sin and 
rebellion we are shown that we have a true and better 
intercessor, Jesus. Jesus was told to “go down” just like 
Moses, to a corrupt people. Jesus comes down and 
intercedes on the cross asking the Father to “forgive them for 
they don’t know what they’re doing”.    
 
Apply (15 min) - This is where a group really learns to grow. In 
order to apply the Gospel to daily living, it’s important to ask these 
four kinds of questions. They help us see God’s character and 
actions and contrast them to people’s (and our!) character and 
actions. Once we see that, the Good News begins to come into 
focus. And, if you can identify the Good News then it’s easy to 
share it with others. 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this 
passage Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray (15 min) - Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 10 – Exodus 33:1-3,12-23 – God’s Name Revealed 

 
In his novel The Hobbit, J. R. R. Tolkien tells how Bilbo Baggins 
and a dozen dwarves traveled to the Lonely Mountain, defeated a 
terrible dragon, and returned home with golden treasures. Their 
companion for the first part of their journey was Gandalf the Grey, 
a man of unusual wisdom and extraordinary power. Gandalf 
served as their guardian and guide, and sometimes their savior. 
 
But Gandalf could not always be with them. Midway through their 
journey, as the traveling party prepared to enter the forest of 
Mirkwood, they unexpectedly learned that Gandalf would not be 
going with them.  
 
This unhappy news was greeted with instant dismay: “The 
dwarves groaned and looked most distressed, and Bilbo wept. 
They had begun to think Gandalf was going to come all the way 
and would always be there to help them out of difficulties.… They 
begged him not to leave them. They offered him dragon-gold and 
silver and jewels, but he would not change his mind.”  
 
As Philip Ryken says in his commentary on Exodus, “When 
traveling through dangerous and unfamiliar territory, it is good to 
have a guide, and devastating to lose one.”   
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Week 10 – Daily SOAP readings 
 
Read and SOAP these passages for context and deeper 
understanding  
 
• Day 1 – Exodus 33:1-11 – When did you last “ascend the 

mountain” to meet with God? What were the circumstances? 
What was the outcome?  
 

• Day 2 – Exodus 33:12-23 – When has God specifically 
answered your heartfelt pleas? How has that changed your 
beliefs about God and prayer? How did that encounter change 
your countenance? 

 
• Day 3 – Exodus 34:1-14 – What aspect of His character has 

the LORD shown you this week? How has that impacted your 
life and your response to Him? 

 
• Day 4 – Exodus 34:12-28 – Do you have any unholy alliances 

or spiritual practices in your life that are leading you away from 
the one true God? What steps can you take today to protect 
yourself and your family from falling away from Truth? 

 
• Day 5 – Exodus 34:29-35 – Have others noticed a difference 

in your countenance and conduct because of the time you are 
now spending with the LORD? If not, why do you think that is? 

 
 

 
 
Use these passages to engage with the Scriptures as you prepare 
or reflect on this week’s main passage. Consider getting a journal 
to keep your reflections and look to the “How to SOAP” section for 
helpful hints. 
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Week 10 – Family Devotional  
 

First read Exodus 33:1-3,12-23 together and ask the family to 
summarize what they heard.  Then try some of these questions: 

1. What promises did God say He would keep and where did He 
want Moses to take the people of Israel? 

2. How does God describe the people? 
3. What would it mean if God doesn’t go with the people? How 

does Moses respond?  
4. What did God say He would do?  
5. What did you learn about God and also people in this 

passage? 
6. What is some Good News in this passage? 
 
Pray- Keep it simple, but try to get everyone to pray out loud. 
Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 10 - Group Meeting – Exodus 33:1-3,12-23 
 
Open (Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the Road, and Pray) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past week? 

Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker - As a child, after discipline by your parents, how did 

they let you know they still loved you? How did you respond?  
• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 

 
Set up, Story, Summarize and Dig (Exodus 33:1-3,12-23) (ask 
Journalist style questions: Who, What, Where, When, Why  that guide 
you to the Apply questions below. Make sure to get to the Apply!) 
 
1. Why does God say he will not go with the people, but sends and 

angel instead? Is this good news or bad?  
2. If God does not go with Israel through the wilderness, what are 

their prospects physically, emotionally, and/or spiritually?  
3. What concerns does Moses have about God’s statement about 

not going with the people? 
4. How critical is the presence of God (or lack of it) to Moses. What 

ensures not only Israel’s continuing existence but Moses’ and 
their being a "light to the world"]? 

5. Why is Moses so bold in his intercession? Why does God answer 
Moses' request to see His glory? What is Moses shown and told? 
Why does God set limits?  

6. Read 34:4-7 How does God reveal himself? Does this fully 
answer Moses’ prayer to see God’s glory? Look at Luke 9:30-32. 
Does this more fully answer Moses’ prayer? [See also 2 Cor. 3:18 
and then Rev.22:4?] 
 

  
Apply 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this passage 
Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray - Thank you / Sorry / Please  
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Week 10 – Leader’s Group Study Notes 
 
Exodus 33:1-3,12-23 
 
Big Idea of the Series: He draws us out to draw us close. 
 
Big Idea of the Message: He draws us close based on His mercy 
alone. 
 
Application Point: Because of His love and mercy toward us, 
God desires to be close – will we ask for His presence? 
 
Open (5 Minutes) Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the 
Road, and Pray. Use the icebreaker below or one that fits the 
needs of creating community in your group… have fun! (See 
Leader’s notes at the beginning for more) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past 

week? Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker – As a child, after discipline by your parents, how 

did they let you know they still loved you? How did you 
respond? 

• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
 
Set up (1 minute) – What has happened in the story so far? 
Let the text shape our framework (Context, Line, Structure) - Why 
did the author put this passage here (at this place) in the book? 
How did the author organize this text? How does this passage 
relate to the theme of the whole book? How does this text 
challenge our normal way of seeing things (or support it)?   
 
Idolatry had captured the people and they sinned against the 
LORD. They worshiped a false god in the form of a golden calf. 
They used the LORD’s name in vain when they claimed this statue 
had delivered them from Egypt. They worshiped through sexual, 
which is what the word connotes, play rather than serious 
understanding of God’s holiness. In every way imaginable they 
disregarded the Words of the LORD.  
 
The LORD’s response was to bring justice and a mediator – 
providing them just what they needed so they could continue with 
His promised presence into the promised land.   
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Story (15 minutes) – Exodus 33:1-3; 12-23 
 
(Use the Storying Tools to guide you.)   
 
Summarize (1 minute) Staying on the Line of Scripture: Main idea 
of the passage - What does the text say, literally? Specifically? 
What’s the big idea? Central point? 
 
God is holy, just and dangerous – and we need His presence 
to sustain us with mercy and grace.  
   
• (Central Question) Who will cover us?   
• (One piece of Scripture the congregation will take away)  
19 And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
show mercy on whom I will show mercy 
 
Outline (A Leader’s Overview) 
A. 33:1-3 God is holy and just – it would be dangerous for Him to 

travel with this people – a consequence of sin that causes 
separation from God 

B. 33:12-17 Moses begs God to accept their repentance and go 
with them – and interceding requests mercy 

C. 33:18-23 Moses longs to see God’s glory –the greatest 
request which God answers because of His grace.  

 
Digging Deeper (15 minutes) - The who, what, where, when why 
facts (Don’t linger here… get to the Apply) Ask the questions 
below OR create new questions with simple journalist 
investigation. The point of these questions is to dig into the who, 
what, where, when, why facts of the passage. (Use the 
Observation Tools to guide you, but don’t linger here. Lead people 
to the Apply Questions) 
 
What questions, concerns, new things did you discover? 
Read the entire text, or each section, and just begin with people’s 
initial impressions. Consider going back to the section on “How to 
SOAP” and use the questions there or forward to the section 
“Principles for Studying a Bible Passage” to help your group 
understand how to read a Bible text.   
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Point – 1 – 33:1-3 God is holy and just – it would be 
dangerous for Him to travel with this people – a consequence 
of sin that causes separation from God.   
1The LORD said to Moses, “Depart; go up from here, you and the 
people whom you have brought up out of the land of Egypt, to 
the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, 
‘To your offspring I will give it.’ 2 I will send an angel before you, 
and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 3 Go up to a land flowing 
with milk and honey; but I will not go up among you, lest I 
consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.”. 
 
Questions    
1. Why does God say he will not go with the people, but sends 

and angel instead? Is this good news or bad?  
2. If God does not go with Israel through the wilderness, what 

are their prospects physically, emotionally, and/or spiritually?  
 
Notes 
the people whom you have brought – The consequences of 
their actions with the golden calf have devastating repercussions. 
God is not yet willingto consider the previous affair over for He 
describes them as “the” people rather than “your” people. 
However, some mitigation of the impact has begun.  
an angel before you –This is the continuation of God's gracious 
provision and faithful promise 
I will not go – This is a devastating consequence of their sin. No 
longer will the Tabernacle be constructed. God's presence was not 
to come and dwell in the midst of His people. As Ex. 33:1-3 shows, 
God says (a) He will keep His covenant promise, (2) give them 
protection, (3) will provide for them, (4) and give prosperity in the 
land, but not (5) His holy, manifest presence. Most Christians are 
satisfied with (1) through (4) and know little or nothing of (5). 
Moses didn't want to go unless God gave (5) (v.15). His holy, 
manifest presence is everything. So, the prospects were "good" 
but they were the enemy of the "best". 
Lest I consume you – Justice has dire consequences and this 
sinful people will continue to sin. What could be the only thing to 
prevent this except for God’s presence to be withdrawn. This, 
ironically, could be good news. They will get everything promised 
– except for His presence. Note: In v. 4-6 the people respond by 
taking off their ornaments which is a cultural way of stripping 
themselves of anything that resembles and may be spiritually 
polluted by idol worship. In v. 7-11 there is an excursus regarding 
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Moses’ personal tent of meeting which was outside the camp. 
Unless things change, this will be their continuing reality – God will 
keep on meeting with Moses far from their presence.  
 
   
   
Point – 2 – 33:12-17 - Moses begs God to accept their 
repentance and go with them – and interceding requests; 
mercy.        
12 Moses said to the LORD, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this 
people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with 
me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also 
found favor in my sight.’ 13 Now therefore, if I have found favor in 
your sight, please show me now your ways, that I may know you in 
order to find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is 
your people.” 14 And he said, “My presence will go with you, 
and I will give you rest.” 15 And he said to him, “If your presence 
will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. 16 For how shall it 
be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your 
people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are distinct, I 
and your people, from every other people on the face of the 
earth?”  
17 And the LORD said to Moses, “This very thing that you have 
spoken I will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and I 
know you by name.” 
 
Questions    
3. What concerns does Moses have about God’s statement 

about not going with the people? 
4. How critical is the presence of God (or lack of it) to Moses. 

What ensures not only Israel’s continuing existence but 
Moses’ and their being a "light to the world"]? 

 
Notes 
you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but you have not –
Moses goes back to the LORD and continues to plead for His 
mercy and intercede on their behalf. He is bold and notes that he 
doesn’t have what is needed to lead this people… One who will 
guide him to understand the LORD and His ways 
this nation is your people – To respond to God with His own 
words is to appeal and intercede based on God’s previous 
declarations and promises rather than our performance.  
My presence will go with you – God is willing to go with His 
people and dwell in their midst  
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I and your people – God grants Moses' plea for Him to dwell in 
the midst of His people" God’s presence in the midst of the people 
is what made them unique. Moses said they could and would not 
move one step without God’s presence in their midst.  
you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name – 
This entire episode is a part of God drawing them closer. Prior to 
the golden calf incident, they had been refugees that He was 
rescuing. Now, through the Mosaic covenant, they were confirmed 
as His covenant people and the implications of that special 
relationship needed to unfold. But their special relationship didn’t 
mean they were no longer sinful – thus they would always need 
provision for forgiveness and cleansing of their sins as well as a 
mediator – and Moses is that mediator. He is known by God by 
name. What a sweet comfort that must have been.  
 
Point – 3 – 33:18-23 - Moses longs to see God’s glory – the 
greatest request which God answers because of His grace 
18 Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19 And he said, “I 
will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim 
before you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I will be gracious to 
whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will 
show mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man 
shall not see me and live.” 21 And the LORD said, “Behold, there is 
a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, 22 and while my 
glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover 
you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will take away 
my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be 
seen.”.  
  
 Questions    
5. Why is Moses so bold in his intercession? Why does God 

answer Moses' request to see His glory? What is Moses 
shown and told? Why does God set limits?  

6. Read 34:4-7 How does God reveal himself? Does this fully 
answer Moses’ prayer to see God’s glory? Look at Luke 9:30-
32. Does this more fully answer Moses’ prayer? [See also 2 
Cor. 3:18 and then Rev.22:4?] 
 

Notes 
Please show me your glory – This is, as Spurgeon said, “… the 
greatest petition that man ever asked of God”. Moses knows 
portions of God’s glory including the bush, being with the elders on 
the mountain, when the cloud covered Mt. Saini, and in the tent 
outside the camp. But He desires more!   
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I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show 
mercy on whom I will show mercy – This is a statement of 
sweet comfort for sinners. God, in all his goodness, grace, and 
mercy, being willing to allow sinners to be in His presence without 
it consuming them, is the ultimate goodness and kindness. 
Salvation, itself, is the result of grace and mercy from God alone 
and there is nothing Moses is doing to earn this.  
I will cover you – Without God’s covering we would be destroyed. 
Moses is protected from God by God – providing the way of 
salvation that allows us to know Him without being destroyed.    
you shall see my back – the traces and after-effects of my 
presence, the afterglow of the supernatural.  
 
Gospel Centrality - How does this passage relate to the Gospel 
(death, burial, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ?)  
 
Good news comes when ...  we realize that despite our sin, 
God sent Jesus to be our mediator and that He promises (and 
delivers through the Resurrection and the empowering 
presence of the Holy Spirit) the promise made to the 
disciples: “I am with you always, to the very end of the age” 
(Matt. 28:20b). Jesus will never get up and leave our camp. 
 
Apply (15 min) - This is where a group really learns to grow. In 
order to apply the Gospel to daily living, it’s important to ask these 
four kinds of questions. They help us see God’s character and 
actions and contrast them to people’s (and our!) character and 
actions. Once we see that, the Good News begins to come into 
focus. And, if you can identify the Good News then it’s easy to 
share it with others. 
 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this 
passage Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray (15 min) - Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 11 – Ex. 35:4-12; 40:34-38 - A Place for God’s Presence 

 
Only God is Great 
 
In 1717, King Louis XIV of France died. Preferring to be called 
"Louis the Great," he was the monarch who declared, "I am the 
State!"  
 
His court was the most magnificent in all of Europe. And, as you 
can imagine, his funeral was the most spectacular.  
 
In the church, his body lay in a golden coffin. And, to dramatize his 
greatness, orders had been given that the cathedral would be very 
dimly lit with only one special candle that was to be set above the 
coffin. 
 
The thousands of people in attendance waited in silence.  
 
Then Bishop Massillon began to speak. Slowly reaching down, he 
snuffed out the candle and said, "Only God is great."   
 
The Book of Exodus begins under a dark cloud. The 
consequences of forgetting that God is Great brings genocide, 
racism, and slavery. The dark shadow of enslavement, the bitter 
cries as their sons snatched from them, the blows of the 
taskmaster, all foreshadowed a future without hope.  
 
This is what happens whenever we don’t let the true King (God) be 
in charge of our lives. Things fall apart... and darkness reigns. 
When we look to this world to satisfy ... we are left with fear and 
panic that comes from faithless lives. 
 
And, for Israel, it got worse. The Golden Calf was a devastating 
moment where they let their fear and anxiety and unbelief get the 
best of them. They worshipped a lesser god, and they were nearly 
destroyed. 
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But God was not thwarted in His plan to draw them into His 
presence so that they could know Him.  Now, at culmination of the 
book, they will again be under a cloud, but it is the cloud of God’s 
presence, His holiness, and His grace. 
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Week 11 – Daily SOAP readings 
 
Read and SOAP these passages for context and deeper 
understanding  
 
• Day 1 – Exodus 35 – What will you give to build up the house 

of the LORD? Ask Him to stir your heart to give freely and 
generously. 

 
• Day 2 – Exodus 36 and 37 – All who belong to Christ are His 

holy “vessels” to be used for His purposes and glory. How are 
fulfilling your calling as His holy vessel  
 

• Day 3 – Exodus 38 – A base is a foundation. What is the 
foundation upon which your life is built? 

 
• Day 4 – Exodus 39 – What have you done for the LORD 

recently? If Moses were to inspect your work, would he bless 
you? Why or why not? 
 

• Day 5 – Exodus 40 – How has God blessed your work for 
Him? Has He shown you His glory, assured you of His 
presence, given you guidance? Are you being filled with the 
Holy Spirit and living in His presence? 

 
 

 
 
Use these passages to engage with the Scriptures as you prepare 
or reflect on this week’s main passage. Consider getting a journal 
to keep your reflections and look to the “How to SOAP” section for 
helpful hints. 
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Week 11 – Family Devotional  
 
First read Exodus 40:1-36 together and ask the family to 
summarize what they heard.  Then try some of these questions: 

1. The LORD told Moses how to set up the tabernacle.  What 
things were included? 

2. What did Aaron do in the tent of meeting? What did his 
sons do? 

3. What came and covered the tent of meeting? What filled 
the tabernacle?  

4. What did the cloud tell the people when it moved? 
5. What did you learn about God and also people in this 

passage? 
6. What is some Good News in this passage? 

 
Pray- Keep it simple, but try to get everyone to pray out loud. 
Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Week 11 - Group Meeting – Exodus 35:4-12; 40:34-38 
Open (Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the Road, and Pray) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past week? 

Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker - Who is the most talented or creative person in your 

family? What is his/ her unique gift?  
• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
Set up, Story, Summarize and Dig (Exodus 35:4-12; 40:34-38) (ask 
Journalist style questions: Who, What, Where, When, Why  that guide 
you to the Apply questions below. Make sure to get to the Apply!) 
1. What regulations regarding the work did Moses give the whole 

assembly before the work on the tabernacle began and why were 
they important? 

2. What impressed you about the construction of the tabernacle?  
3. List the items of furniture that were included in the tabernacle and 

courtyard. What was the visual appearance of the furniture? What 
impresses you about these things? 

4. What garments were made for the priest? What is the symbolism 
in the garment details?  

5. In Ch 39, what repeated phrase describes the manner in which 
the work was done? What qualities must Moses have possessed 
as inspector of the work? Which quality would you like developed 
in your own life? Why? 

6. What lesson for your life do you find from the way in which the 
tabernacle was set up? What does the layout and architecture of 
the Tabernacle reveal about you drawing near to God's holy 
presence?   

7. What happened after the tabernacle was fully assembled? What 
was the immediate impact of this event? How would you apply 
this today? 

8. How was the Israelites’ further travel to the Promised Land 
directed? 

9. What do you think the visible manifestations at the end of the 
book of Exodus represent? 

10. Share a time when God guided you through His Word to do (or 
not do) something. If possible, give the passage He used to 
speak into your life. 

Apply 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this passage 
Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
Pray - Thank you / Sorry / Please  
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Week 11 – Leader’s Group Study Notes 
 
Exodus 35:4-12; 40:34-38 
 
Big Idea of the Series: He draws us out to draw us close. 
 
Big Idea of the Message: He draws us closer and closer until His 
presence is among us     
 
Application Point: Is God with you – filling you with His Personal 
presence?   
 
Open (5 Minutes) Review the Group Purpose, Rules for the 
Road, and Pray. Use the icebreaker below or one that fits the 
needs of creating community in your group… have fun! (See 
Leader’s notes at the beginning for more) 
• How did you see the truth of God’s Word in your life this past 

week? Where did you see Jesus at work this week? 
• Icebreaker – Who is the most talented or creative person in 

your family? What is his/ her unique gift? 
• Ask: What has happened in the story so far? 
 
Set up (1 minute) – What has happened in the story so far? 
Let the text shape our framework (Context, Line, Structure) - Why 
did the author put this passage here (at this place) in the book? 
How did the author organize this text? How does this passage 
relate to the theme of the whole book? How does this text 
challenge our normal way of seeing things (or support it)?   
 
Exodus began with a people enslaved. Under the violent, 
tyrannical rule of the Pharaohs, the Israelites were bound in chains 
and forced to build great cities along the Nile. They suffered and 
died in Egypt, a land that was not their home. But God had a plan 
for their redemption. According to his covenant promise, he would 
rescue them from Egypt and lead them to the Promised Land. 
• Why did God meet with Moses at the burning bush? So the 

Israelites would know there is a God who sees, hears, and has 
compassion... unlike all the other gods. 

• Why did God tell Pharaoh to let his people go? So his people 
could go out in the desert and worship him, giving him the glory 
of their praise (e.g., Exod. 7:16). 

• Why did he cast the armies of Egypt into the depths of the sea? 
Give them manna to eat? Give them water in the desert? So the 
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people would know that the LORD provides rescue and 
provision for all their needs! 

 
God’s whole purpose was to take up residence among them, 
dwelling in all His glory among them, and that’s how the story will 
end. In Exodus 40 Moses will be directed to set up the tabernacle 
on the first day of the first month. The timing is significant – it is 
one year to the day when God began the exodus from Egypt. The 
Great King wants an anniversary party to share His Glory with His 
People.  
 
Story (15 minutes) – Exodus 35:4-12; 40:34-38 
(Use the Storying Tools to guide you.)   
 
Summarize (1 minute) Staying on the Line of Scripture: Main idea 
of the passage - What does the text say, literally? Specifically? 
What’s the big idea? Central point? 
 
The Great King wants an anniversary party to share His Glory 
with His People; He deserves our all and He gives us His all.  
   
• (Central Question) Are you giving God your all? Are you 

receiving His all?    
• (One piece of Scripture the congregation will take away)  
40:38 - For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by 
day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of 
Israel throughout all their journeys. 
 
Outline (A Leader’s Overview) 
A. 35:4-12 - He deserves our all 
B. 40:34-38 - He gives us His all 
 
Digging Deeper (15 minutes) - The who, what, where, when why 
facts (Don’t linger here… get to the Apply) Ask the questions below OR 
create new questions with simple journalist investigation. The point of 
these questions is to dig into the who, what, where, when, why facts of the 
passage. (Use the Observation Tools to guide you, but don’t linger here. 
Lead people to the Apply Questions) 
 
What questions, concerns, new things did you discover? 
Read the entire text, or each section, and just begin with people’s initial 
impressions. Consider going back to the section on “How to SOAP” and 
use the questions there or forward to the section “Principles for Studying a 
Bible Passage” to help your group understand how to read a Bible text.   
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Point – 1 – 35:4-12 - He deserves our all 
4 Moses said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, 
“This is the thing that the LORD has commanded. 5 Take from 
among you a contribution to the LORD. Whoever is of a 
generous heart, let him bring the LORD’s contribution: gold, 
silver, and bronze; 6 blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine 
twined linen; goats’ hair, 7 tanned rams’ skins, and goatskins; 
acacia wood, 8 oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and for 
the fragrant incense, 9 and onyx stones and stones for setting, for 
the ephod and for the breastpiece. 10 “Let every skillful craftsman 
among you come and make all that the LORD has commanded: 
11 the tabernacle, its tent and its covering, its hooks and its frames, 
its bars, its pillars, and its bases; 12 the ark with its poles, the 
mercy seat, and the veil of the screen 
 
Questions    
1. What regulations regarding the work did Moses give the whole 

assembly before the work on the tabernacle began and why 
were they important? 

2. What impressed you about the construction of the tabernacle?  
3. List the items of furniture that were included in the tabernacle 

and courtyard. What was the visual appearance of the 
furniture? What impresses you about these things? 

4. What garments were made for the priest? What is the 
symbolism in the garment details?  

5. In Ch 39, what repeated phrase describes the manner in 
which the work was done? What qualities must Moses have 
possessed as inspector of the work? Which quality would you 
like developed in your own life? Why? 

6. What lesson for your life do you find from the way in which the 
tabernacle was set up? What does the layout and architecture 
of the Tabernacle reveal about you drawing near to God's holy 
presence?   

 
Notes 
Moses said to all the congregation – Chapters 35-39 are a 
repetition of 25-31, but it is not without purpose. Remember, 25-31 
is given to Moses alone and the people are busy making a golden 
calf. Having endured and been rescued from the wrath of God and 
found Him to be merciful they now obey the details given to them 
in chapters 35-39 
from among you a contribution – This contribution is going to 
the LORD not to their common needs or to Moses’ purse. This 
was not their tithe, something the law required because the tithe is 
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the LORD's (Lev.27:30), but a "freewill offering" above and beyond 
the tithe. God's desire was that His dwelling place would be built 
by offerings from His people who freely love Him.  
Whoever is of a generous heart – There is no coercion here. In 
36:5 you see the response. The workers, “said to Moses, “'The 
people bring much more than enough for doing the work that the 
LORD has commanded us to do.'”  Generosity is realized in 
proportion to the grace and mercy they had been shown [Matthew 
10;8]. They realize who their God is! He’s the one who sees, 
hears, and has compassion... all the other gods simply destroy. 
They realize that this God has in mind their freedom to love and 
serve Him... and they can see it 
• Freedom to bless the people around them 
• Freedom to live without shackles 
• Freedom to be priests, intercessors, and blessing to the world 

around them 
 
Point – 2 – 40:34-38 - He gives us His all.        
34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of 
the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to 
enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the 
glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their 
journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the 
tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37 But if the cloud 
was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was 
taken up. 38 For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle 
by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of 
Israel throughout all their journeys.  
 
Questions    
7. What happened after the tabernacle was fully assembled? 

What was the immediate impact of this event? How would you 
apply this today? 

8. How was the Israelites’ further travel to the Promised Land 
directed? 

9. What do you think the visible manifestations at the end of the 
book of Exodus represent? 
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Notes 
The tent - Moses finishes his work in v. 33 and all you have is a 
tent with its furniture and priestly garments. Moses could set up all 
the pieces but he couldn’t fill it with God’s glory. Only God can fill a 
place with His Glory... God must move... and he does! 
the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle – This is a visible 
manifestation of God’s presence – God was visibly with His people 
in the middle of them and fully present among them. Amazing!  
Moses was not able to enter – The glory (perhaps minimally 
understood as His universal goodness amoung other attributes) of 
God was in the tent which would have been a spectacular display 
of the radiance of God’s being. The power of God who made the 
earth was in that tent. The justice of God, who plagued the 
Egyptians, was in that tent. The love of God who kept his covenant 
with Israel was in that tent. The providence of God, who led his 
people through the wilderness was in that tent. The truth of God, 
who gave them his law, was in that tent. The mercy of God, who 
atoned for their sins, was in that tent. The goodness of God who 
provided for all their needs was in that tent. The holiness of God, 
who set them apart to Himself and for service, was in that tent. 
The full goodness, the overwhelming weight of the glory of God 
was in that tent – of course, that is why Moses couldn’t enter!  
whenever the cloud was taken up …the people of Israel would 
set out. – The LORD was going to guide them, just as Moses 
requested, into the Promised Land.  
Cloud… by day… fire… by night… throughout all their 
journeys. This is who their God is. His glory comes in the middle 
of their presence. And He is with them day and night through all 
their journeys.  
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Gospel Centrality - How does this passage relate to the Gospel 
(death, burial, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ?)   
 
Good news comes when ... God draws us out... to draw us 
close. While we were once in bondage to sin and enslaved in 
tyranny, God delivered us through the Passover Lamb, Jesus. 
Now he’s leading us through the wilderness, which at times 
looks like death. But He will not abandon us. No, to the 
contrary He promises, “Surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). 
 
Apply (15 min) - This is where a group really learns to grow. In 
order to apply the Gospel to daily living, it’s important to ask these 
four kinds of questions. They help us see God’s character and 
actions and contrast them to people’s (and our!) character and 
actions. Once we see that, the Good News begins to come into 
focus. And, if you can identify the Good News then it’s easy to 
share it with others. 
 
1. What did you learn about God? (His character, ways, concerns) 
2. What did you learn about people? (yourself?) 
3. What does God do for us? In what way does this point to what 
Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How is this 
passage Good News rather than Good Advice? 
4. What do we (I) need to do? 
5. Who do I need to share this with? 
 
Pray (15 min) - Thank you / Sorry / Please 
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Two Ways to Live Notes (YMB) 
 
 

 
Genesis 1:26-31            
 Revelation 4:6-11 
How is the Creator and creation described here? What 
happened?? 

 
 
 
Genesis 3:1-6    
Romans 1:18-25 
What will God do about rebellion? 

 
 
Deuteronomy 29:16-20 
Hebrews 9:27 
Romans 6:23    
Is that it then? Just death and ruin?  
 

 
 

 Isaiah 53:3-10 
Romans 5:8 
1 Peter 2:22-24, 3:18 
Why did Jesus die?  

 
 

 
Acts 2:22-24, 36 
Acts 17:22-32 
What fresh start does the Resurrection of Jesus offer?  
 

 
 

John 3:16-18, 36 
What is the result of our way? God’s way?  
Which way do I want to live?  
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Discipleship Engines (RLM) 
 
Definition of a Disciple (Mark 1:17)  

● “Come, follow me”: a disciple knows and follows Christ (head). 
● “And I will make you”: a disciple is being changed by Christ 

(heart). 
● “Fishers of men”: a disciple is committed to the mission of Christ 

(hands).  
Method of Discipleship  

● Jesus was an intentional leader 
● Jesus did His disciple-making in a relational environment 
● Jesus followed a process that can be learned and repeated. 
● An intentional leader + a relational environment + a reproducible 

process = an infinite number of disciples.  
Five Stages of a Disciple’s Growth  

● Spiritually dead (unbelief) 
● Spiritual infant (ignorance) 
● Spiritual child (self-centeredness) 
● Spiritual young adult (service, God-centeredness, other-

centeredness)   
● Spiritual parent (intentionality, reproducibility, strategy) 

Moving Disciples Forward  
● Spiritually Dead: share the gospel 
● Spiritual infant: share your life, share new truth, share new habits 
● Spiritual child: connect to God, connect to small group, connect 

to God’s purpose 
● Spiritual young adult: equip for ministry, provide ministry 

opportunities, release to do ministry 
● Spiritual parent: explain discipleship process, release to disciple 

another with your help, release to disciple alone  
Mastering the Discipleship Process (SCMD)  

● Moving the spiritually dead toward life: Share  
● Nurturing spiritual infants: Share 
● Guiding spiritual children: Connect 
● Training spiritual young adults: Minister  
● Releasing spiritual parents: Disciple 

Main Engine: Small Group Bible-storying method (called 
Orality)  

● What new thing did you discover in the story? 
● What did you learn about God? 
● What did you learn about people? 
● Which person is most like you in the story? 
● What will you take away from this discussion? 
● What will you do with what you have learned? 
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Group Study Tools 
Storying is an excellent way to help people engage with Scripture. 
Here are some tips to help you. 
 
Learn your story well—memorizing the story is by far the best 
thing to do. Read it multiple times, read it aloud, visualize it, or tell 
it to someone outside your group to practice. Take the time to get 
comfortable with it. As you memorize the story, it will start to 
impact your life! If you’re not using a narrative passage, try to 
share it as naturally as possible – with some summarization to 
make it easier. Then read the text.  
 
Tell the Story - Have the Bible open in front of you while you tell 
the story so that people know the story is from God’s Word. Let 
your personality shine through when you tell the story, but avoid 
being overly dramatic or speaking in monotone. Tell the story as 
you would a story from your own life, with expression and 
meaning. Tell the story as it is in Scripture; save your comments 
and interpretations until the story is over. Take your time telling the 
story. There is no rush. End your story by saying, “That’s the story 
from God’s Word.” 
 
Rebuild: Have group members, as a whole group, retell the story. 
This will help them learn the story as they have to think it through 
and then hear it for a second time. Encourage the group to include 
as many details as they can. 
 
Re-tell: Tell the story again (this is a third telling). This is best 
done if the story is memorized by the leader, but it can also be 
read from the Bible this time around. Have the group notice any 
details that they may have missed in their retelling of the story. 
The point here is to get the story deeper into the hearts of the 
listeners, correcting any minor mistakes (because this is God’s 
Word, we want the correct story). 
 
Summarizing Tools - Ask for highlights or top five key ideas. 
These questions help people begin to grasp the essence of the 
Bible Passage.  
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Digging and Observation Tools - After that third telling of the 
story, discuss as a group. As the leader, don’t dominate the 
discussion; instead, facilitate it. Take your time, allowing about 30 
minutes for this process. Let everyone who wants to talk have the 
opportunity. Possible questions (following an Inductive Bible Study 
pattern) are as follows: 

• Thinking/Head—(“What?” observations) 
o What new thing did you discover in the story that 

you didn’t know before? 
o What did you like about the story? 
o What didn’t you like about the story? 

• Feeling/Heart—(“Why?” or “So what?” 
implications/interpretations) 

o What do you learn about God in the story? (Note: 
This is the most critical question of all to ask, so 
don’t leave this one out. After all, the Bible is 
God’s story!) 

o What do you learn about people in the story? 
o Which person is most like you in the story? 

• Action/Hand—(“How?” or “Now what?” applications) 
o How would you like your life to be different 

because of the story? 
o What will you take away from this story? 
o What will you do with what you have learned? 

 
Don’t ask too many questions! A few good questions that fit 
your group is better than just asking question after question.  
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Principles for Studying a Bible Passage (CST) 
  
#1 Stay on the Line - We must stay on the line of Scripture, 
never straying above it or below it 

 
Diagnostic Questions 
- What does the text say? 
- Where is that found in the text? 
  
Strategies: Be aware of both extremes, anticipate how those 
who farthest above and the farthest below might treat the 
text, test consistency of your reading with the rest of 
Scripture 
 
#2 Let the Text shape your Framework - We must let the 
Bible shape our frameworks rather than letting our 
frameworks shape our interpretations of the Bible 

 
Diagnostic Questions 
- What pre-conceptions am I bringing to the text? 
- How would the original hearers understand this? 
  
Strategies: Identify your own frameworks (ideological, 
political, theological, etc.), constantly approach the text with 
fresh eyes, consult many different translations of the Bible 
(e.g. dynamic, literal, paraphrase 
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#3 Look for Context - We must understand the context in 
order to see how the original audience understood the text 

 
 
Diagnostic Question: Why has the author put this passage 
here (at this place) in the book? 
  
Strategies: Read the chapter on both sides of your text, read 
the entire book, if paired with another book, then read both 
books (e.g., 1 and 2 Corinthians), know where your passage 
is specifically in historical context and read any 
corresponding passages (e.g., read 1 or 2 Samuel for some 
Psalms, read Acts for some Pauline epistles) 
  
#4 Travel Through the Cross - If we are to teach the Bible 
as Christians, we must show a legitimate connection from 
our text to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
Strategies: note any cross-references to the other 
Testament, develop a good sense of Biblical Theology, 
consider historical fulfillment and theological themes, use 
typology and analogy (including contrast and irony), know 
how key doctrines relate 
  
Diagnostic Question: How does my passage relate to the 
gospel (narrowly defined as the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ)? 
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