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St. Michael’s Sunday School.12 
 
Today, we come to Matthew chapters 21, 22 and 23 that record a series of events and 
confrontations between Jesus and the Jewish religious leadership in Jerusalem  
- Because next Sunday is "Palm Sunday" on our Western Church Calendar, in distinction to the 
Eastern Orthodox date which will be the following Sunday, the account of Jesus entering 
Jerusalem recorded in Matthew 21:1-11 will be looked at next Sunday 
 
Beginning with Matthew 21:12 through the rest of chapter 21 and all of chapters 22 and 23, 
the Gospel chronicles a series of events that occurred after Jesus entered Jerusalem on 
"Palm Sunday" 
- These events occurred in and around the temple and intensified the disagreement, antagonism, 
and hostility of the Jewish leadership against Jesus that ultimately culminated in their plotting to 
kill Him, which is what Jesus had told His disciples would happen (Matt. 16:21; 20:18) 
- Because it is not possible to look in depth at each of these events, we will look at them (A) in 
brief overview and, then, (B) at three critical things Jesus identifies to apply to our lives and the 
ministry of the church that are reasons for the success or failure 
 
 A. The general overview of the chronology of the events and the growing intensity of 
antipathy and bitter enmity of the Jewish religious leadership toward Jesus  
 
1. Jesus enters the Temple and "cleanses" it 
 
Matthew 21:12-13 - And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in 
the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who 
sold pigeons. 13 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ 
but you make it a den of robbers.”  
 
This symbolic act by Jesus was demonstrating of two monumental things 
  
 (a) It was the act of the fulfillment of the Scriptures in regard to the coming of the 
Messiah and what He would do 
- Malachi 3:1-3 = “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And 
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi 
and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD.  
 
 (b) It is a direct act of declaring and exposing the failure of the Jewish religious 
leadership, as well as the people, who have allowed the worship of God to be corrupted 
 
2. Jesus heals many people as children declare Him to be "the Son of David," meaning the 
Messiah, and is confronted by the "chief priests and scribes"  
-  This is a representative delegation of the Jewish religious leadership, the "chief priests" having 
authority over the temple, and the "scribes" being the recognized Bible scholars and authorities  
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- Seeing what is taking place in the temple, they confront Jesus about His actions and the 
application to Himself of the OT prophecies concerning the "son of David," the Messiah, with 
the prayer from Psalm 118:25, "hosanna," which means "save/bring salvation" 
- Their intention is that Jesus "cease and desist" from this false teaching about the Scripture, but 
Jesus responds quoting Psalm 8:2 as being fulfilled in Him, which is about "the son of man" 
having dominion over the earth with children praising Him because of his enemies  
 
Matthew 21:14-16 = And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. 
15 But when the saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in the 
temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, 16 and they said to him, “Do you 
hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, “‘Out of the 
mouth of infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise’?” 
 
3. Jesus leaves the temple, and goes to Bethany for the night, which concludes events on 
Sunday, the first day of the week  
 
Matthew 21:18 = And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there.  
 
4. The next morning, Monday, Jesus returns to the city and, on the way, He curses a fig 
tree 
- The fig tree is symbolic of the nation of Israel (Jer. 24:1 ff.; Hosea 9:10) 
-  Like many prophetic acts recorded in the OT, this symbolized the judgment of God and the 
termination of His dealing with His people through the period/age of the Old/Mosaic Covenant 
 
Matthew 21:18-22 = In the morning, as he was returning to the city, he became hungry. 19 And 
seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves. And he 
said to it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” And the fig tree withered at once.  
 
5. The disciples marvel at the fig tree withering instantly, which provides a revelatory 
moment for teaching on prayer 
 
Matthew 21:20-22 = When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree 
wither at once?” 21 And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not 
doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this 
mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. 22 And whatever you ask in 
prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”  
 
6. Jesus enters the temple precinct and is immediately confronted by a fuller representation 
of the Jewish leadership, "the chief priests and elders" 
- It is evident that because Jesus didn't "cease and desist" from His activities and the acclamation 
of Him being the Messiah, the members of the highest Jewish religious authority, the Sanhedrin, 
have decided that, upon His return to the temple, they would immediately confront Him about 
the ultimate issue - authority - and His "authority" to be "doing these things" 
- Jesus first responds by asking them about the God-ordained authority of John the Baptist who 
fulfilled the prophecies of the one preparing the way for "the Lord" (Isaiah 40:3; Mal. 3:1) 
- Out of "fear of man," they "stonewall" the discussion and refuse to answer Him 
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- As a consequence, Jesus refuses to answer them, in fulfillment of His seemingly cryptic word 
in the Sermon on the Mount, “Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls 
before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you" (Matthew 7:6) 
 
Matthew 21:23-27 = And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one 
question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 25 The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they 
discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then 
did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all 
hold that John was a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to 
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.  
 
7. Jesus then tells them a parable, the 1st of three parables, this being about two different 
sons doing the will of his father 
- The first son, while initially saying he would do the will of his father, does not obey him, which 
symbolized the unbelieving Jewish religious leadership 
- The second son initially was disobedient but ultimately did the will of his father, and they 
represent sinners who believed, repented, and entered the kingdom of God during the spiritual 
revival under John the Baptist 
- This fruit of the ministry of John is God's testimony that what John said about Jesus is true 
 
Matthew 21:28-33 = “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he 
changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to the other son and said the same. And he 
answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, 
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into 
the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you 
did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you 
saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.  
 
8. Jesus then applies this by telling a 2nd parable about tenants who rent a vineyard 
- When the owner of the vineyard sends His servants to receive His due payment of "fruit," the 
tenants mistreat and "kill" them 
- Then the owner sends his "son," who is to inherit the vineyard, and the tenants kill him in order 
to take possession of the vineyard for themselves 
- As consequence, the owner determines that "he will put those wretches to a miserable death 
and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons" 
- The symbolism is clear: "the vineyard" is an obvious metaphor of the nation of Israel (Psalm 
80:8 ff.; Isaiah 5:1-7), "the owner" is God the Father, the "tenants" are the Jewish leadership, the 
"servants" are the true prophets, and the "son" is the Lord Jesus Himself, who according to the 
Psalm 2 is the Messianic "son" of God and "heir" of all things (Psalm 2:7-8) 
- Because the symbolism is so obvious, the Jewish leadership understood it was "about them," 
and begin to deliberate about how they can "arrest" Jesus 
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Matthew 21:33-46 = “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a 
vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to 
tenants, and went into another country. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his 
servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did 
the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and 
have his inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 
When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said 
to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other 
tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never 
read in the Scriptures: “ ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this 
was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of 
God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who 
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 45 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was 
speaking about them. 46 And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, 
because they held him to be a prophet.  
 
There are number of significant things about this parable 
 
 (1) This is the first time Jesus refers to Himself as the "Son" of God in the public "arena," 
and most importantly to the Jewish leadership who will eventually condemn Him to death for 
claiming to be the "Son of God" (Matthew 26:63-66)  
 
 (2) The prophesied judgment of God to "put those wretches to a miserable death" took 
place with the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D. 
 
 (3) The owner "letting out" the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in 
their seasons" began with the inclusion of Gentiles with the New Covenant in fulfillment of 
Psalm 2:7-8 
 
 (4) Among the many "builders" who "reject" the "cornerstone" chosen by God, the most 
prominent and ironic today are the Freemasons who claim to be builders of the new humanity 
and the true "temple of Solomon," as well as the "Globalists," who are seeking to build the "New 
World Order" and "take possession" of the earth 
 
9. Jesus tells a 3rd parable about a king who gives a "wedding feast for his son"  
- Because those who are invited don't respond with a RSVP, the king sends out other servants to 
personally invite them, but being too busy with their own worldly concerns, they either refuse to 
come or mistreat and kill the servants, with the result that the king kills them and burns their city 
- Still desiring his banquet hall to be filled to celebrate His son's wedding, the king sends 
invitations to anyone who will come, and the banquet hall is filled 
- However, one of guests shows up without the required wedding attire, and is "cast out"  
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Matthew 22:1-14 = And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3 and sent his 
servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again 
he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 
feast.” ’ 5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 
while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was 
angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8 Then he 
said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go 
therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 10 And those 
servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw 
there a man who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in 
here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”  
 
Again, there are a number of things that are significant about this parable 
 
 (1) This is the second time Jesus refers to Himself as the "Son" of God, with the clear 
allusion to Him being the Messiah - "the Son" for whom God His Father would give a future 
wedding banquet (Isaiah 25:6 ff.; Revelation 19:1 ff.) 
 
 (2) The prophesied judgment of God that "the king" in His wrath would send "His 
troops" to destroy "those murderers and burn their city" took place with the destruction of the 
city of Jerusalem by the Roman Legions in 70 A.D. 
 
 (3) Again, the king inviting those "not worthy" and found on the "roads" who are "both 
bad and good" and come so that "the wedding hall" can be "filled with guests" is the Gentile 
mission that will conclude at the end of the age "when the gospel of the kingdom is preached to 
every nation" (Matthew 24:14; Romans 11:25) 
 
 (4) This is a clear picture of the absolute requirement to be "dressed" for the Messianic 
Banquet, which is the righteousness of Christ that comes through faith alone in Him, with the 
warning about the destiny of unbelievers who "show up" and are not properly clothed being cast 
into "the outer darkness" where "there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth"  
 
10. In response, the leaders of the various denominations of the Jewish leadership go on the 
"offensive" by presenting three calculated questions in order to discredit Jesus, the first 
coming from the Pharisees who have "plotted how to entangle him in his words" 
- This question from the religiously "conservative" Pharisees is about the highly volatile 
religious and political question of "paying taxes" to Caesar 
- Jesus answers by taking a coin with Caesar's image on it that is used to pay taxes to the Roman 
government and then declares "render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s" 
- The result, round one to Jesus, as "they marveled, left him, and went away" defeated 
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Matthew 22:15-22 = Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. 16 
And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that 
you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, 
for you are not swayed by appearances. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes 
to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you 
hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 And Jesus said 
to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to 
them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.” 22 When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away.  
 
An important observation concerning this is that the Greek words translated "plotted 
together" are literally "took counsel together" which is another fulfillment of Psalm 2, this 
being from verse 2 about "the rulers who take counsel together" against the Messiah 
 
11. The second question comes from the "liberal/progressive" Sadducees who present a 
divisive theological question about the resurrection of the dead 
- They pose a question based on a principle of logic called "reductio ad absurdum," Latin for 
"reduction to absurdity," which seeks to disprove a proposition or belief by logically following it 
to an absurd conclusion 
- It is based on the law of Moses (Deut. 25:5) that the wife of a man who dies childless is to 
marry his brother and give the deceased brother a child through her 
- All seven brothers all fail and die childless and, lastly, the woman dies 
- Since, like the Mormons, a popular belief about the resurrection was that people will continue 
to be married in the resurrection, and since the one woman can't be the wife of all seven men, 
this absurdity is to lead to the conclusion that the doctrine of the future resurrection is absurd 
- Jesus answers saying they are completely "mistaken," literally "deceived," in their theology 
because they don't know the true meaning of "the Scriptures nor the power of God" 
- Jesus then proves the doctrine of the resurrection from God's very own words in Scripture 
 
Matthew 22:23-33 = The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no 
resurrection, and they asked him a question, 24 saying, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man dies 
having no children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother.’ 25 
Now there were seven brothers among us. The first married and died, and having no offspring 
left his wife to his brother. 26 So too the second and third, down to the seventh. 27 After them all, 
the woman died. 28 In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be? For they 
all had her.” 29 But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know neither the 
Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in 
marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 31 And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not 
read what was said to you by God: 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the living.” 33 And when the crowd heard it, 
they were astonished at his teaching.  
 
12. The third question then comes from a Bible scholar from the Pharisees about another 
unending and divisive theological issue concerning which is the "greatest commandment" 



 7 

- Jesus answers with the first commandment being to love God (Deut. 6:5) and the second being 
"like it" to love people, these being the entire ethical basis for all of God's Law 
 
Matthew 22:34-40 = But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they 
gathered together. 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great 
and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”  
 
13. With his opponents failing to discredit Him with their theological questions and 
interpretation of the Scriptures, Jesus now gives them a question about Messiah  
- His question is based on two things: (1) Psalm 110:1, which all knew was written by David and 
is about the Messiah, and (b) the cultural recognition that elders and fathers have greater honor 
and higher authority than their children 
-  The theological problem and paradox is, since the Messiah is "the son of David," how can 
David, being inspired by the Spirit of God, call his own son his "Lord"? 
- With complete inability to even attempt an answer, Jesus "defeats" them, and, in effect, 
discredits them with the result, that they gave up their strategy of theological debate 
 
Matthew 22:41-46 = Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a 
question, 42 saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him, 
“The son of David.”43 He said to them, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, 
saying, 44 “‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your 
feet”’? 45 If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” 46 And no one was able to answer 
him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.  
 
The answer to Jesus' question is the incarnation, that the Messiah is fully man, being "the 
son of man" and "son of David," and fully God, being "the Son of God" 
 
14. Matthew 23, then, records an anthology of 7 (some manuscripts have 8) prophetic 
denunciations by Jesus of the hypocritical, unethical, and false teaching by the Jewish 
leadership, specifically the "scribes and Pharisees," with the final prophetic declaration, 
"See, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you 
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’” (Matthew 23:38-39) 
 
This is the "bookend" or the "inclusio" of the events that began with Jesus entering and 
cleansing the temple  
-  It is, first, a dreadful declaration of doom and destruction that will come with the very holy, 
manifest, Personal presence of God departing from the "house" or temple of God and leaving it 
"desolate," literally an "uninhabited wilderness or desert" 
- But, second, it is a prophetic word of hope that there will come the future day when the 
covenant nation of Israel will see Jesus "again" and proclaim Him to be "Lord"  
- This is a prophetic (eschatological) overview of this age of salvation history from the first to 
the second comings of Christ and that "all Israel will be saved" (Romans 11:26) 
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B. Three things Jesus says that are the most critical reasons for the success or failure of 
Christians individually and churches corporately 
 

1. Matthew 21:13 = It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer' 
- Like breathing, prayer is essential, the most important activity in our relationship with God 
- Jesus didn't say the foremost characteristic and quality of a church is that it is to be a place of 
preaching/teaching, caring for human needs, fellowship, or other any kind of program 
- It is to be a "house of prayer" because true prayer opens hearts to the presence of God 
- The Bible says that we are to be "devoted to prayer" (Romans 12:12), meaning committed and 
dedicated to prayer individually, in our families, in groups, and in our church 
è The first reason Christians and churches fail is because their church is not "a house of 
prayer" 
 
 2. Matthew 22:29 = “You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures … 
- Ignorance of the word of God is the way of death and destruction because people do not know 
God's will and how to live in relationship and obedience to Him  
- Hosea 4:6 = My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have rejected 
knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me. And since you have forgotten the law of your 
God, I also will forget your children.  
- Because God's very own people do not know His word, they are personally "destroyed," and 
their generational sin has devastating consequences on their children living in the complete 
absence of any real relationship with God - literally being forgotten by God! 
- The reasons they do not know God's word may be because of a causal neglect, being "too 
busy," or simply not interested, yet God declares it to be their own personal choice to "reject" 
His word, which is, in effect, to personally reject Him and real relationship with Him 
è The second reason Christians and churches fail is because they do not devote and 
discipline themselves to know the word of God  
 
 3. Matthew 22:29 = “You are wrong, because you know … the power of God. 
- The power of God is the empowering Personal presence of the Holy Spirit living in us to 
transform us to become like Jesus and to do the "work of ministry" to fulfill God's will 
- We are not to live according to the desires of the fallen, sinful nature but in and according to 
the Holy Spirit, being "filled" with His empowering Personal presence, and cooperating with 
Him that the Church can be built  
è The third reason Christians and churches fail is because they do not personally know, 
live according to, and cooperate with the power of the Holy Spirit 
 
THE THREE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS THAT MAKE CHRISTIANS AND 
CHURCHES A "SUCCESS" AS GOD DEFINES IT ARE  
 

(1) BEING DEVOTED TO PRAYER 
 
(2) HAVING KNOWLEDGE OF AND OBEYING THE WORD OF GOD 
 
(3) BEING FILLED WITH, LIVING IN AND COOPERATING WITH THE 

EMPOWERING PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


