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Sunday, August 7 
Judges 11:1-11, 29-40 “Father,” she said, “you have uttered a vow to the Lord; do to me as you have vowed, 
seeing that the Lord has vindicated you against your enemies, the Ammonites.” (v.36 NJPS) 

This is a long story, that ends with the father killing his only daughter and burning her as a sacrifice to the 
Lord because he made this poorly worded vow to sacrifice the first that comes out of his front door to meet him. 
Genius!! He could have said the first thing out of my barn. Or the first lamb in from pasture. Anyway, averting 
my eyes from the barbarity of the outcome, I am really struck by the daughter’s response. How does a young child 
understand such a situation? How did she know that a vow to the Lord was unbreakable? 

This story makes me re-evaluate my understanding of a vow. I think of giving a life for a promise and I 
am overwhelmed by sadness. And then, I think of the cross—and know that I have a Lord who has done just that 
for me. 

Psalms 66, 67; 2 Corinthians 11:21b-31; Mark 4:35-41 
 
Monday, August 8 
Psalm 89:1-18 Righteousness and justice are the base of Your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness stand before 
you. (v.14) 

This psalm is like a creation story to me. A creation of the image of God. An image of not just power, but 
also love for His creation. Justice and righteousness are foundational. I want that not just in my life, but in the life 
of my society and culture. Isn’t that what we are working out now with issues of racism and equality. Are we not 
blessed to be Americans and living in a country that upholds the value of justice and liberty? 

Please God, let people see your holy image as a guidepost and direction for how to live our lives together. 
Judges 12:1-7; Acts 5:12-26; John 3:1-21 

 
Tuesday, August 9 
Judges 13:1-15 An angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, “You are barren and have borne no 
children; but you shall conceive and bear a son. (v.3) 

This is an early story of a mother waiting a great while for the blessing of a child. But this is a child of 
promise from an angel of the Lord! I’m fascinated by the appearance of angels in the Bible. It is so supernatural 
and miraculous. Miraculous events described in the Bible identify acts of God working out His plan. Is there 
anything natural about a miracle? When I read this story, I ask, “How is this possible?” Over time, I have lost a 
sense of difference between what is “natural” and what is “supernatural.” Is flying faster than the speed of sound 
natural? What is now possible, and surely more to come, courtesy of science and technology, continues at, well, 
a miraculous rate. Can we explain how the appearance of angels work? Of course not. But it happens. And I thank 
God for the assurance of His hand at work in my world. 

Psalms 97, 99, 100; Acts 5:27-42; John 3:22-36 
 
Wednesday, August 10 
Psalm 101 Each morning I will destroy all the wicked of the land, to rid the city of the Lord of all evildoers. (v.8) 

This psalm creates the impression of a king who is “electioneering” (in a way), as he sets the ground rules 
for a life in a holy city. This is coming from David, who knew a lot about right from wrong. As written, David 
includes elements that could serve as the basis for a personal oath of office. Expanding the idea, it points to basic 
requirements for what we now expect of a functioning civil society. For David, slander, deceit, and untruths were 
his reality as he worked to turn tribes into a kingdom. 

Ethical behavior is very important to me, and so I endeavor to live a life that is blameless and trustworthy. 
The term “Judeo-Christian value” continues to provide an acceptable, political expression for an acknowledgment 
of certain moral truths that underpin our life together in this remarkable experiment called America. I hope and 
pray that we continue to be blessed with moral, ethical, and upstanding men and women to lead us forward from 
tribes to kingdom. 

Judges 13:15-24; Psalm 109; Acts 6:1-15; John 4:1-26 
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Thursday, August 11 
John 4:27-42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” (v.42 NRSV) 

When I was young, people spoke about God to me; and, in my young, unquestioning way, I believed them. 
I was putting my trust in the people, the people doing the speaking. And if I wasn’t with them, I know that they 
prayed for me. So, believing based on trust is not a bad way to start. 

But as time proceeded, I began to put my trust in what I was able to reason and understand from Scripture. 
Scripture now guides me in a life-long journey of seeking answers to my own questions. Now add in the spiritual 
nourishment of the Lord’s Supper received within an active faith community. That is a way for faith to grow and 
flourish. 

“For we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world”—and so do I. 
Judges 14:1-19; Psalm 105:1-22; Acts 6:15—7:16 

 
Friday, August 12 
Psalm 102 ...and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you endure; (vv.25b-26a) 

I like to read stories about the new discoveries science is making when they observe and photograph the 
far reaches of space. Space that seems empty, and yet when viewed over time, is revealed to be full of galaxies 
and stars. The photographs are spectacular. I have always felt that “science” reveals God and is not directly 
competing to replace God. 

I am impressed by our modern understanding of the scale of things that we observe in nature. Space so 
vast it is measured in light-years and time is measured in the billions of years. How can someone so small be 
connected with power so great? I may not understand, but I have learned to have faith in God’s creation and the 
belief that as an individual I matter. 

Judges 14:20—15:20; Acts 7:17-29; John 4:43-54 
 
Saturday, August 13 
John 5:1-18 But Jesus answered them, “My Father is still working, and I also am working.” (v.17) 

God is forever filling His creation with love and activity. This is my personal invitation and cue to get 
busy. A world, so large and with so much to do, waiting for its laborers. Rationally, I think that my abilities and 
efforts are too few for the task. Faith-wise, I have relied upon promises made and kept by God. That is sufficient 
for me to continue in my way forward—stay active and focus on loving the creation revealed to me by Christ. 

Judges 16:1-14; Psalms 107:33-43, 108; Acts 7:30-43 
 

by Larry Standish 
Sunday, August 14 
2 Corinthians 13:1-11 Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not 
realize that Jesus Christ is in you? (v.5 NRSV) 

Paul, not in the habit of mincing words, makes a final plea for self-examination at the end of his second 
letter to the church in Corinth. Speaking to a community of believers beset by internal strife and idolatrous 
distractions, Paul urges the church to judge itself by no less a standard of measure than the Risen Lord himself. 

Not much has changed in the past 2,000 years concerning temptations in the Church. Judging by Paul’s 
admonitions in his two letters, the Corinthian church encountered conflicts between the faith it professed and the 
pagan culture with which it sought to coexist. That is why Paul warns them against certain associations with 
unbelievers.  

Some have taken this warning too far, urging minimal or even no contact with the secular world. But this 
would belie the Great Commission. We are called to be in the world as a reflection of Christ’s light in the darkness, 
while not becoming of the world by pursuing idolatrous distractions. Physically, we must and should show 
ourselves to unbelievers as living demonstrations of Christ’s transforming love and salvation. A picture, as they 
say, is worth a thousand words. 
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But spiritually, we must be separate from the tar babies of secularism that cling to the flesh and darken 
the soul. As parts of the Body of Christ, we must strive, as the Corinthians, to be holy in an unholy world. “For 
God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.” 

Judges 16:15-31; Psalm 118; Mark 5:25-34 
 
Monday, August 15 
Acts 7:44—8:1a “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing the Holy 
Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do.” (vv. 51-52a) 

This terrible indictment is found at the end of Stephen’s courageous and eloquent speech to the council, 
detailing the history of the Old Covenant, the coming of the Messiah, and Jesus’ death at the hands of those who 
were awaiting his coming. 

With the advantage of 2,000 years of hindsight, it’s easy perhaps to imagine that we wouldn’t have been 
among the crowd crying “Crucify him!” But it wasn’t the prostitutes and tax collectors who mocked and ridiculed 
Jesus on the cross; it was the fine, upstanding religious establishment who felt threatened by the Genuine Article, 
the Messiah, and who therefore sought his death. It was the religious, not the pagan, who crucified Christ. Without 
pressure from the Sanhedrin, Pilate would have had no concern for Jesus, whose kingdom was not of this world. 

Stephen didn’t indict the Romans, the secular culture of his age—rather, he accused people like us. And 
we are the ones who stand convicted today for wounding the Body of Christ for our failure to unite and agree on 
those things essential to our faith; to be tolerant and understanding in matters not essential to our faith; and to 
unconditionally love each other as Christ loves us. As Stephen convicted the council, it is we who have convicted 
ourselves. Christ have mercy. 

Judges 17:1-13; Psalm 106:1-18; John 5:19-29 
 
Tuesday, August 16 
John 5:30-47 “You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that 
testify on my behalf.” (v.39) 

Two lessons are immediately evident in this passage. While a passion for studying God’s word is essential 
in developing spiritual maturity, the temptation for many of us is to become prideful about our biblical knowledge, 
as if God were holding a competition. When my focus is on Christ and not myself, I am reminded, no matter how 
much I study the Bible, just how much I don’t know. It is indeed the most humbling book to read the world has 
ever known. 

Another temptation for the biblical intelligentsia is to make the Bible itself, and not Christ, the focus of 
our faith. This is easier to do than one might think, because the Bible seems to be so holy and perfect, like God. 
But just as some mistook John the Baptist for the Messiah (“he was not the light but pointed to the light”), God’s 
word is not God, but rather it points us to God. It is not perfect as God is perfect, but as a map to the kingdom of 
God it is perfect. Inerrantly performing its purpose, “it contains all things necessary to salvation.” 

Judges 18:1-15; Psalms 120, 121, 122, 123; Acts 8:1-13 
 
Wednesday, August 17 
John 6:1-15 Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” (v.5) 

In a small group Bible study recently, the question was asked: What is the first question you will ask Jesus 
in heaven? As historical and theological questions were offered, I wondered, considering biblical precedent, 
whether asking Jesus a question would be advisable. No less vexing is the prospect that he might initiate the 
questioning. Why? 

Jesus never asked a question without already knowing the answer. Here we see the Bread of Heaven 
questioning the availability of bread to his most reticent disciple, Philip. Earlier, Philip had answered 
appropriately when Nathaniel cynically asked, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” by responding: “Come 
and see.” Now in the presence of his Lord, he is questioned—not about his knowledge, but about his faith. His 
answer: “Six month’s wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little,” proves that he still had 
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not recognized the “bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” And what about us, who 
work for the food that perishes, but not for the food that endures for eternal life? 

Judges 18:16-31; Psalm 119:145-176; Acts 8:14-25 
 
Thursday, August 18 
Acts 8:26-40 The eunuch asked Philip: “About whom does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?” (v.34) 

Did an apostle ever have a better opening to share the gospel than this? Led by the Holy Spirit but not told 
why, Philip encounters an Ethiopian reading Isaiah in his chariot. And it’s not just any passage from Isaiah, but 
one of the more obvious prophecies of the Messiah as the “suffering servant.” What a perfect opening to share 
the gospel, and Philip doesn’t let the opportunity pass, resulting in the Ethiopian’s baptism (at his own insistence) 
that very day. 

This incident (and there are many more like it in Acts) confirms my belief that, while some are called to 
conspicuous and public evangelism, most of us are given opportunities to witness on a one-to-one basis. And we 
don’t necessarily have to go out of our way to find these opportunities. It’s really a matter of watching and 
listening to the prompting of the Holy Spirit, and being ready, as Peter advised, to give a reason for the hope that 
is within us. As with Philip and the Ethiopian, the Holy Spirit will take care of the rest. 

Job 1:1-22; Psalms 131, 132, 133; John 6:16-27 
 
Friday, August 19 
Acts 9:1-9 “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” (v.4) 

Ask yourself: do I persecute Jesus, or does he persecute me? I suspect that many of us, in times of 
weakness or self-pity, imagine that God is punishing us for simply being the creatures He created, e.g., if God 
hates lust, then why did he give me that inclination and drive? Aside from the truth that lust is a perversion of a 
divinely bestowed gift, isn’t it also true that most, if not all, of the predicaments we get into are self-inflicted, the 
natural and logical consequences of our own sinful behavior? 

With whom do you more closely identify? Job—the righteous and godly victim of undeserved torment—
or Saul, an open and notorious enemy of the church? If you say neither (which in the case of Job is 
understandable), then consider whether the sum of your time is spent more in building up or tearing down the 
Body of Christ. 

Unlike Saul, we may not actually prosecute Christians as criminals, but how often has pride impaired 
relationships and reputations within the Church? Have you ever been in a community of believers where this was 
not so? As adversarial as Saul was to the Church, he was never guilty of treachery or betrayal. Can we say the 
same for ourselves? Can we truly say that we have not persecuted Jesus? 

Job 2:1-13; Psalms 140, 142; John 6:27-40 
 
Saturday, August 20 
Job 3:1-26 “Why is light given to me in misery, and life to the bitter in soul, who long for death...and are glad 
when they find the grave?” (vv.20-22) 

This is not Job’s finest hour. That occurred earlier when, having lost everything that was dear to him in 
life through no fault of his own, Job refused to blame God: “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed 
be the name of the Lord.” Truly an example of faith that will endure forever. 

But after Satan inflicted “loathsome sores” over Job’s body, Job forgot his place, cursed the day of his 
birth, and began a long series of laments, each essentially asking the question: “Why?” Job could handle the 
torments and not blame God, but he believed he was entitled to know why he was being afflicted. 

Up until this point, I have a hard time identifying with Job’s patience and faith. But here’s a situation I 
understand well. When faced with the death of a child, a young parent stricken with cancer, senseless brutality, 
etc..., the question that lingers is always “Why?”. We, along with Job, apparently think this is information to 
which we are entitled. 
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But, as Job learns in the end, it is not our place to seek knowledge that is God’s alone— knowledge that, 
in truth, can only make sense to God. Despite not knowing why, there is peace in knowing, as Job acknowledged 
to God, “that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.” 

Psalms 137; 144; Acts 9:10-19a; John 6:41-51 
 

by John Jacobs 
Sunday, August 21 
Revelation 4:1-11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. (v.11 KJV) 

In your Bible study, perhaps the book of Revelations has been a little overwhelming for you as for me. 
Yesterday, a Christian friend at the YMCA gave me a little booklet called “A Jet Tour Through Revelation” where 
the author, John Macarthur, explains that today’s Scripture verses are the apostle John’s vision of the throne room 
of heaven. It is a place of constant worship of the Lord. 

As I grow older, I find myself reading the obituaries more and thinking more of my own death. Also, I’m 
much more interested in heaven and God’s future kingdom. 

This past year, with the pandemic, we’ve all had much more world-wide death on our mind, regardless of 
our age. I recently lost my best friend from vet school to Covid 19. I also lost another beloved family member, 
our dog Izzy, a Yorkshire Terrorist. 

I have been told that to be depressed and grieve is natural—but walking the mourner’s path is tough. I am 
thankful that, through my grief, I’ve been blessed with the prayers and support of our faithful community at our 
church. 

As I write this, it is Holy Week. As the psalms proclaim, Alleluia! and as Augustine wrote, “We are Easter 
people!” We have victory over death through Jesus. 

Job 4:1-6, 12-21; Psalms 146, 147; Mark 6:1-6a 
 
Monday, August 22 
Acts 9:19b-31 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen 
the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of 
Jesus. (v.27) 

In my writing this week I have been drawn toward the book of Acts, sometimes called the Acts of the 
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is referred to more than fifty times in this book—especially, in relation to baptism, 
“being filled with” and “led by the Holy Spirit.” Acts is also important because it is the inspired account of the 
early church and Christian living. 

Barnabas’ name had been changed after Pentecost from John to Barnabas, which means “the son of 
consolation or healing.” He was described as a righteous man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith. I found it interesting 
that in my church, our healing ministry, the Order of St. Luke, is named the St. Barnabas chapter. We exist to 
empower God’s people with Jesus’ healing ministry. 

Barnabas gives us a wonderful example of how to help new Christians. With his strong faith, he motivated 
and joyfully encouraged new believers in God’s kingdom. This was what he did for Saul (Paul). 

Job 4:1, 5:1-11, 17-21, 26-27; Psalms 1, 2, 3; John 6:52-59 
 
Tuesday, August 23 
John 6:60-71 It is the spirit that giveth life; the flesh profiteth nothing. The words that, I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life. (v.63) 

Our Barnabas group recently studied retired Bishop John Howe’s book Anointed by the Holy Spirit. In it, 
I learned some important information about baptism. 

For his first 30 years, Jesus taught and learned but then, at the beginning of his ministry, he insisted on 
being baptized in the Jordan River by John the Baptist. John’s baptism was for repentance to wash away sins. 
Jesus repented for our sins. He was always the Son of God but, at his baptism, he gave up his rights to 
omnipresence, omniscience, omnipotence to become the Son of man. That day, Jesus was anointed by the Holy 
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Spirit when the dove descended upon him. In the beginning was the Word and the Word took on flesh becoming 
finite. Jesus is the perfect model of the servant/slave of God. Jesus is the real baptism. It was his and our first step 
toward Calvary. 

Our life after our baptism in the Holy Spirit is a matter of putting ourselves in his place. His sacrificial 
death was our death. We are the “little anointed ones” or “little Christs.” The ministry of the Holy Spirit is to 
glorify Jesus. God has sent the spirit of His Son into our hearts. 

Job 6:1-4, 8-15, 21; Psalms 5, 6; Acts 9:32-43 
 
Wednesday, August 24 
Acts 10:1-16 And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit 
at the four corners, and let down to the earth. (v.11) 

Today, we continue to see how, the Holy Spirit reveals to Peter a major change in God’s dealing with 
mankind. 

For the past 10 plus years, we have had a Sunday church meeting in the gym of our local YMCA. In my 
experience, the Y, as it now calls itself, has represented an inclusive organization. It was founded by a group of 
Christian businessmen but welcomes all faiths through its’ doors. For the last several years, the Y has had a 
Christian church service in the gym. I believe in the Y’s mission. It is based on the Christian foundation of John 
17:21 “That they all will be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us, that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me.” 

Today, during my workout, a friend told me a story. He said many years ago he and a friend were walking 
together when his friend stopped to give a homeless man a donation. This act made a lasting impression on my 
friend. Since then, he has always tried to get to know people at the Y without judgement and then in some way to 
try to give them a compliment. He said treating everyone as equals has changed his life. I think that was what 
God was getting at with us being inclusive. 

Job 6:1, 7:1-21; Psalm 119:1-24; John 7:1-13 
 
Thursday, August 25 
Acts 10:17-33 And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour, I prayed in 
my house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing. (v.30) 

Once again, today’s Scripture describes a vision of inclusion from an angel of God to a (Gentile) centurion 
named Cornelius. Cornelius was a devout man who feared God, gave much alms to the people, and prayed to 
God. He was given instructions to send men to Joppa and call for Simon Peter whom he feared. The message for 
me here is that Cornelius practiced obedience. 

Peter also had a vision we studied yesterday. In was a vessel descending from heaven containing all 
manner of beasts and fowls. He was told to kill and eat all of them representing by Jewish law the clean (Jews) 
and unclean (Gentiles). But he refused. The voice said, “what God hath cleansed, call not common. Peter didn’t 
understand, but the Holy Spirit was insistent. The Holy Spirit had a new revelation for the church because of 
Jesus. Peter concludes, “I perceive that God is no respecter of persons but all that feareth him and worketh 
righteousness are accepted of him.” This was the Good News for us. 

Job 8:1-10; Psalm 18:1-20; John 7:14-36 
 
Friday, August 26 
Acts10:34-48 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. (v.38) 

As I previously mentioned, our church’s Healing Ministry recently inducted a large group of us into the 
Order of St Luke (Barnabas chapter). To prepare we studied a course called The Healing Ministry of Jesus. There 
were 27 miracles we discussed during the several months. 

With the recent Covid-19 virus outbreak the Glennon House, our prayer and healing center, had to 
temporarily close and our regular church healing service has also been challenged. However, we have continued 
a strong church prayer ministry and our daughter is one of the answered prayers. Her liver failure has taken 
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miraculous change in the past couple months after almost weekly hospitalization the past two years. Through this 
experience, I have been taught that physical healing takes time and faith. Healings of the body are secondary to 
the spiritual healings of Jesus for strength and courage during chronic disease. 

When I lost my best friend from vet school this past year from Covid-19, we were left with many 
wonderful memories of he and his wife. We had traveled all over the world together and raised our children the 
past 56 years. He was a country boy, a large animal or “cow Doctor” and I was a city boy, small animal “Doctor 
Dog.” We shared a love for our profession and healing animals. Our shared Christian faith was another memory 
of brotherly love. 

Job 9:1-15, 32-35; Psalms 16, 17; John 7:37-52 
 
Saturday, August 27 
Acts 11:1-18 Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit. (v.16) 

At the beginning of the week, I mentioned how our Barnabas group had studied Bishop Howe’s book 
Anointed by the Spirit. Here is some of what we learned from that study. 

First, we learned about the “fruit of the spirit.” We have all been given this blessing to become more like 
Christ (his personality). These are characteristics of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. 

Secondly, there are “gifts of the Holy Spirit” which we’ve all been given in some way. No one is more 
important than another in these gifts. Some of these are wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, 
discernment of spirits, speaking in tongues and interpreting tongues, teaching, and leadership. 

We were all given the gift of exhortation (encouragement) to be used in community ministry. All gifts are 
to be used with God’s love for the building of his church. 

At his baptism, God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power and he went about 
doing good and healing all that were oppressed. After his crucifixion and resurrection Jesus appeared to many 
believers and anointed them with the Holy Spirit. An important event was at Pentecost when the disciples were 
gathered together and were all filled with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit fell upon many others who were 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the reason of their salvation and received the gift if the Holy Spirit. They 
spoke in other languages showing Christianity is not limited to any race or group of people. 

Job 9:1, 10:1-9, 16-22; Psalms 20, 21; John 8:12-20 
 

by R. Bruce Keene 
Sunday, August 28 
Matthew 5:1-12 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God.” (v.9 NRSV) 

Children of God. What a privilege to be called a child of God. How awesome is the concept to contemplate, 
let alone the actual fact! 

To be a child of God is ours by faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord. This state of being in relation 
to God is a gift to us from God Himself; showing His love for us as a perfect Father to His child, coming through 
the Son in the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. But let us not stop there with contemplating this holy 
fellowship. 

A verse that I have found myself thinking of often in recent months is Romans 8:14: “All who are led by 
the Spirit of God are children of God.” Christian spirituality, though it has many facets and aspects to it, in its 
most basic form should be no more and certainly not less than walking with God. Jesus himself said, “The Son 
can do nothing on his own, but only what he sees the Father doing” (John 5:19). To be a child of God, by biblical 
definition, is to accept the forgiveness, love, and mercy of God offered us by Jesus Christ and then continue to 
love in faith by trusting God, living obediently under His Lordship and leadership so that God accomplishes His 
work in the world through us. Try looking up these brief passages to see a little more about children of God: 
Galatians 3:26; Matthew 5:44-45; Revelation 21:7. God accomplishing His work through His children! Amazing! 

Job 11:1-9, 13-20; Psalms 148, 149, 150; Revelation 5:1-14 
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Monday, August 29 
John 8:21-32 “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free.” (vv.31-32) 

If this verse isn’t underlined in your Bible, perhaps it should be. Here Jesus gives us one of the true marks 
of one of being his disciples. God speaks to us primarily through the pages of Scripture, both Old and New 
Testaments. If we are not reading the Bible and listening for God to speak to us, then we are ignoring the way 
God most uses to speak to us. Are you in the word daily? Do you expect God to speak to you, personally, as you 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Scripture? Jesus himself said, “I do nothing on my own, but I speak 
these things as the Father instructed me.” If this was true about Jesus, how much more so is it true for his people 
today? 

Recall a time when you felt the presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit during your Bible reading time. 
For me, those times lead to powerful encounters with God. But we have to be ready! God reveals Himself to us 
to take us deeper into His ministry, not merely to give us a nice little devotional time. 

Job 12:1-6, 13-25; Psalm 25; Acts 11:19-30 
 
Tuesday, August 30 
John 8:33-47 “Whoever is from God hears the words of God. The reason you do not hear them is that you are 
not from God.” (v.47) 

Wow! Is Jesus politically incorrect or what? This part of chapter 8 of John’s gospel contains some of the, 
if not the, harshest words of Jesus. Jesus is pointing out to these folks that to be considered a child of God, one’s 
actions reveal more about who one is than one’s words. “You are indeed doing what your Father does.” 

Words are very important, but as they say, “Actions speak louder than words.” Jesus is recorded elsewhere 
as saying, “You shall know them by their fruit.” Consider the following verses and their relationship to each other: 
“If God were your Father, you would love me.” “Those who love me will keep my word.” “Those who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father and I 
will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

Think back over your words and your actions this past week and weekend. What do they tell you about 
your relationship to God? In light of this information, is God calling for any changes? 

Job 12:1; 13:3-17, 21-27; Psalms 26, 28; Acts 12:1-17 
 
Wednesday, August 31 
John 8:47-59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. (v.59) 

God Himself, driven out of His home. How ironic, that God’s house, built by God through the efforts of 
His people to be a place to come and meet with Him, is not allowed to have God present by the very people God 
placed there to help people come to Him. Yet it happens every day in our time as well. 

God declares in Genesis that He made “humankind in our [God’s] image.” Each of us has been stamped 
with the very image of God. Jesus asked about the image of Caesar on a Roman coin, “Whose image and 
inscription is this?” They replied, “Caesar’s.” Then Jesus astutely responded, “Give therefore to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:20). 

Until we find our place in God, we are misfits, round pegs in square holes. We are not God’s children 
until we come to Him through faith in Jesus. Then as we continue to live in faith and fellowship with God in 
honesty and sincerity, we more and more portray the image of God by exhibiting the character of His Son, our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus. 

Job 12:1; 14:1-22; Psalm 38; Acts 12:18-25 
 
Thursday, September 1 
Acts 13:1-12 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” (v.2) 

Working for the Lord is a good thing. Indeed, it is a necessary thing, considering some of the passages we 
have looked at this week. But it remains to be said that to just go do something for God is not the issue at all, nor 
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is it perhaps even desirable. We’ve all heard the saying, “Don’t just stand there! Do something!” Sometimes we 
get so busy doing things on our own that we don’t have time to stop and listen to God. That’s another reason it’s 
so important to meet with God regularly in our Bible reading time. 

“Doing good things for God,” but things He has not called us to do, keeps us from knowing God as we 
should, and from knowing His will for us. “Doing good things for God” may be the enemy’s way of preoccupying 
us so that the world around us stays in the dark. “Doing good things for God,” without being led by the Spirit of 
God to do those things, is a man-centered spirituality, not a God-centered spirituality. It is not faith in God. There 
is validity to the saying, “Don’t just do something; stand there.” Stand there until God leads, then follow and 
obey.  

Job 16:16-22; 17:1, 13-16; Psalm 37:1-18; John 9:1-17 
 
Friday, September 2 
Acts 13:13-25 “Then they asked for a king: and God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, 
who reigned for forty years.” (v.21) 

This verse brings to my mind the period of the Judges in the Old Testament. I remember how I used to 
think that to ask for a king the Israelites were really rebelling against God and rejecting Him. Then it was pointed 
out to me that for the Israelites to have a king was part of God’s plan all along. What God had a problem with 
was that His people wanted a king “to govern us, like other nations” (1 Samuel 8:5-6). 

Back in Deuteronomy 17, long before the people got it into their heads that they wanted a king, Moses, 
inspired by God, told them they might in fact have a king when they had taken possession of the land and settled 
in it (vv.14-15). Where they went wrong was not in asking for a king, but in asking for a king to govern them. 
God is always to be the one we look to for guidance, protection, providence, and overall leadership. Anytime we 
allow someone else to take that place of honor and power in our lives then we become guilty of idol worship, in 
a sense. God can and does use other people, including “kings” (i.e. government) to help His people, but they 
should never be looked to in the same wholeheartedly trusting way we are to look to God. 

Job 19:1-7, 14-27; Psalm 31; John 9:18-41 
 
Saturday, September 3 
John 10:1-18 “I am the good shepherd.” (vv.11a, 14a) 

John wrote to help the readers believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (John 20:31). Here is one 
of the seven “I am” sayings Jesus used to proclaim that and help us understand the benefit to us of who he was 
and what he did. Among other things, the shepherd brings guidance and protection, provides for the needs of the 
sheep, and nurtures. Here Jesus specifically mentions how the shepherd takes such good care of the sheep that 
they are not permitted to be led astray to their destruction but rather experience and know the abundant life, 
provided they heed the shepherd’s voice. 

Do you believe that you are experiencing the abundant life Jesus is talking about? If not, why not? What 
do you think it would be like? God speaks to His children. God wants His children to have and know this abundant 
life. God is speaking to you through your Bible reading, prayer, and through his other children, and maybe other 
ways as well. Do you think He is leading you to change something in your life so you can know that abundant 
life with Him better? May Jesus be glorified by our walking faithfully with him always. 

Job 22:1-4, 21—23:7; Psalms 30, 32; Acts 13:26-43 
 

by Andrew Doan 
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