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Wednesday, December 1 
 
Amos 3:12—4:5 “Hear this word, you cows of Bashan…” (v.1a) 

 
Amos called the privileged ladies of Israel “fat cows.” It was not tactful, it was not kind, but it was true. 

Were the ladies of Israel always fat and rich? Were they once young wives of young husbands struggling to get 
started? The wives probably made their own clothes; family vacations were bike rides to the lake with peanut 
butter sandwiches and frisbees. 

 
Then things looked up. There was a new house and now there is a bigger one with four cars for three 

people (absolute necessities!). Hamburger and macaroni casseroles and screw cap bottles of Chianti are no longer 
de rigueur for company meals. If his business is going to take the next step forward, the husband must close his 
eyes to the small shops and houses his developments blow away. Cutting back or even standing still are signs of 
a fool or a failure. We are duty bound to get ahead. 

 
Slowly and subtly we are seduced into luxury. We get used to it, and our luxuries become our necessities. 

We use our “things” to define ourselves, to prove ourselves, even to prove love. We begin to call them “gifts of 
God,” but all the time they are clogging the veins of our compassion, deforming justice, diverting our eyes from 
sunsets. We forget the freedom of simplicity; we no longer find wonder and grace in God’s gifts of pelicans and 
peanut butter. Is it time for some honest self-examination? 

Psalm 119:1-24; 2 Peter 3:1-10; Matthew 21:23-32 
 
 
Thursday, December 2 
 
Matthew 21:33-46 “He will let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 
(v.41) 

 
We arrived at a one-room building that was a school, a storage shed, and this day a church in the mountains 

of Honduras. The people came. All their children were clean—glistening clean. (How can that be, I wondered, 
when they have to wash them in the rivers?) They had walked barefoot for miles over boulders and gullies. A 
man carried his old mother on his back; children brought their deformed brother in a cart. 

 
The musicians were ready with a fiddle that had seen too many rainy seasons, a bass made from a box and 

three strands of rope, percussion supplied by two blocks of wood. “Alabaré” O, praise my Lord! A young woman 
who couldn’t read held the bishop’s Bible reverently. A dying baby was gently baptized. We shared the cup. 
Epiphany. Our Lord with us. Alabaré. 

 
God brought Amos out of the back country to draw a decadent church into what has been called the 

greatest moment in Israel’s history. Is he preparing another Amos today in the slums of Nairobi or the mountains 
of Honduras to take our comfortable church on its next journey? 

Amos 4:6-13; Psalm 18:1-20; 2 Peter 3:11-18 
 
Friday, December 3 
 
Matthew 22:1-14 “Friend, how did you get here without a wedding garment?” (v.12) 

 
The story of the wedding guest who was cast into outer darkness is stern stuff. He had seen a good thing, 

and when he was invited he pushed into the feast rubbing his hands and looking for the best company. No need 
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to change his clothes. The host was a friendly type, not fussy about the guest list. But before he knew it, that guest 
was out in the cold. 

 
I have never seen a picture of a stern Jesus, and yet, at times, he was. The Bible tells us so—in several 

places. There were times when people were distinctly uncomfortable in his presence. We know that he was kind, 
merciful, profoundly understanding, approachable, generous. We want to press it further. We want him to be 
lenient, permissive, benign, indulgent. We ask him to make compromises. 

 
But is there a bottom line for those of us who call ourselves Christians? Do we just throw on our wedding 

garments over our old sins and take them into the church, into the coffee hour? Do we use the church for our own 
purposes, or do we let our Lord use us for his? 

There is a bottom line, a place where we will meet his stern regard and hear his rebuke. 
Amos 5:1-17; Psalms 16, 17; Jude 1-16 

 
Saturday, December 4 
 
Amos 5:18-27 “I take no delight in your solemn assemblies...but let justice roll down like waters.” (vv.21, 24) 

 
We come to church faithfully and often. We honor our pledge. We join prayer groups and study the Bible. 

We make some sacrifices to contribute regularly to charity. We go on retreats, on pilgrimages to the Holy Land, 
we do our private devotions on our knees. 

 
Does it change us at all? Does it turn us upside down and shake out our meanness? Does it pull us up short 

and show us what we are doing amiss? Does the world think we are peculiar? Does it make us fools for God? 
 
Our lessons this week have been filled with tough love. Whereas Scripture encourages and enlightens us, 

it also challenges and convicts. For our spiritual health’s sake, it does not allow us comfort and complacency. 
God wants more from us than lives filled with self-interest leading to self-destruction. God loves us just as we 
are, but He likes us too much to let us stay that way. And that is Good News. 

Psalms 20, 21; Jude 17-25; Matthew 22:15-22 
 

by Lydia Dorsett 
 
 

Sunday, December 5 
 
Luke 1:57-68 Awe fell upon the whole neighborhood, and the news of what had happened spread throughout the 
Judean hills. (v.65 NLT) 

 
John was born during a dark time for Israel. Roman soldiers occupied the covenant land. The temple had 

been restored, but with pagan wealth. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit had sent no special word to the nation in four 
hundred years. No doubt, discouragement ran side by side with expectation that God would soon act on His 
people’s behalf. The Jews anxiously awaited a Messiah to deliver them from their tribulations and make them a 
mighty nation again. 

 
This story of John’s birth tells of the supernatural breaking into the natural world: “Awe fell upon the 

whole neighborhood.” What joy this must have brought to those thirsting for a word from God! One can almost 
see the excited ripple of news spreading across the hill country from small village to small village, as people 
asked one another, “Could this be a sign of the Messiah?” 
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Our neighborhoods are not so different. Despite the cynicism which our age has spawned, hearts still long 
for a connection to, and a relationship with, the supernatural Creator God. 

 
May we always be open to God working in our lives, and eager to share with others what He has done. 

Amos 6:1-14; Psalms 148, 149, 150; 1 Thessalonians 1:5-11 
 
Monday, December 6 
 
Psalm 25 O LORD, I give my life to you. I trust in you, my God! (vv.1-2a) 

 
This psalm really speaks to me right now. It comforts me to know that David’s prayer (and my prayer) for 

God to “feel my pain and see my trouble” (v.18) is not unheard. God knows all of our pain by voluntary, first-
hand experience. Juergen Moltmann, in his book The Trinity and the Kingdom, submits that the sufferings of 
Jesus are not limited to his life on earth. Rather, his earthly sufferings reflect the eternal heart of the Creator God. 
By virtue of His creating us and loving us, God has always suffered with and for the world. Jesus’ life, death, and 
Resurrection make it more obvious to us, living in the post-Resurrection age, but it has ever been so! 

 
Thanks be to God! He is not indifferent to us. By creating the universe and us out of His abundant love, 

God permitted Himself to be moved. “Jesus wept” (John 11:35), and he weeps with you and me still. 
Amos 7:1-9; Revelation 1:1-8; Matthew 22:23-33 

 
Tuesday, December 7 
 
Revelation 1:9-16 And standing in the middle of the lampstands was someone like the Son of Man. His head and 
hair were white like wool, as white as snow. (vv.13a, 14a) 

 
A friend and I were discussing the nature of God. “God is a force,” she said. “God can include a force,” I 

replied, “but cannot be less than a personality, with mind, emotions, and will.” Shocked, she said, “Do you mean 
to say you think God is anthropomorphic, like humans?” “No,” I said. “The likeness occurs because we are 
theomorphic, that is, made in the image of God.” 

 
I do not take this passage from Revelation literally. When Scripture talks about the “right hand” of God, 

I assume the passage refers to God’s power, not a body part, and the language to be poetic, not descriptive. 
Nevertheless, whatever God may look like, the God we Christians worship must have a persona, something which 
wills, loves, and acts. A “force” may appear to be easy access to divinity, but as soon as God’s purpose and love 
are introduced, we are confronted with God’s mind and a heart. 

 
It is comforting to know that there is a supremely intelligent, deeply feeling God who has willed us into 

being, and who has something to say to us. 
Amos 7:10-17; Psalms 26, 28; Matthew 22:34-46 

 
Wednesday, December 8 
 
Amos 8:1-14 Beautiful girls and strong young men will grow faint in that day, thirsting for the LORD’s word. 
(v.13) 

 
The prophecy of Amos paints a chilling picture of what happened when the covenant people forgot the 

Creator God. Beautiful buildings, lush vineyards, and great wealth lulled them into thinking that “nothing bad 
will happen to us” (9:10). But they had forgotten their calling. As a culmination to all disasters, warned Amos, 
“People will stagger from sea to sea and wander from border to border, searching for the word of the LORD, but 



5 
 

they will not find it” (v.12). When people reject God, they take themselves out of relationship with Him—the 
very picture of hell. 

 
God’s complaint is to be seen in the context of covenant. He never abandoned His people, and He never 

will. But this passage reminds us that the most precious thing we possess is a relationship with God. Nothing else 
compares. Without God’s presence, we stagger and thirst. 

 
Thank You, Father, for sending us Your Holy Spirit. May we treasure You as the man who sold all he had 

that he might buy the field to obtain the treasure (Matthew 13:44). 
Psalm 38; Revelation 1:17—2:7; Matthew 23:1-12 

 
Thursday, December 9 
 
Matthew 23:13-26 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law...you ignore the important things of the 
law—justice, mercy, and faith.” (v.23) 

 
When Jesus walked the earth, people traveled long distances to be near him. They often went to great 

trouble to bring an incapacitated friend or relative into Jesus’ presence, hoping that he would be healed just by 
being near Jesus. Crowds followed Jesus across lakes, gathered to meet him when word of his coming near 
preceded him, cried out his name as he passed, reached out to just touch the hem of his robe, disturbed his sleep 
and invaded his prayer time. Why? People wanted to be near him because he lived with joy, thanksgiving, and 
compassion; he touched the untouchables, embraced the disgraced. Jesus reached out to those who had been 
ignored, even condemned by the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law. 

 
This might be a somewhat sobering question, but do people flock to be near us? Do we work to make 

God’s church a place where those outside would want to go to be healed, loved, forgiven, and accepted? We’re 
fortunate in that Jesus not only showed us how, but gives us the power to do exactly that. 

Amos 9:1-10; Psalm 37:1-18; Revelation 2:8-17 
 
Friday, December 10 
 
Haggai 1:1-15 On August 29 of the second year of King Darius’s reign...(v.1a) 

 
As a student and teacher of history, it is important to me to understanding when and why things happen. 

Thus, I find the Jewish emphasis on history fascinating. They recorded their people’s story through the lens of 
their religious faith, portraying the Creator God as the one ultimately in charge of world events—past, present, 
and future.  

 
In true Jewish fashion, the Apostles’ Creed does the same thing when it states: “He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate.” This lone, somewhat odd, historical reference, reminds us that we are not dealing with an abstract 
principle or a timeless truth, but with a supernatural Being who entered our world at a particular time, in a 
particular place, as one of us to suffer and die an ignominious death on a cross of wood. 

 
Our own individual stories are the same. At particular times, in particular places, God steps through the 

veil and steps into our lives, our history, changing us forever. He does not force His way through. He comes in 
only by invitation, and when He comes, He loves us purely and completely with mercy and forgiveness and fills 
us with His Spirit, gives us His joy, and promises us life everlasting. 

Psalm 31; Revelation 2:18-29; Matthew 23:27-39 
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Saturday, December 11 
 
Matthew 24:1-14 But he responded, “Do you see all these buildings? I tell you the truth, they will be completely 
demolished. Not one stone will be left on top of another!” (v.2) 

 
This statement was a real shocker. Nobody expected a Messianic candidate to minimize the temple, much 

less refer to its destruction. After all, according to popular thought, the Messiah was to restore the temple’s purity 
after having fought off the pagans who controlled it.  

 
So what did Jesus mean? Some scholars hold that such “anti-temple” remarks, coupled with the famous 

“cleansing” of the temple (Matthew 21:12), were symbolic actions pointing to God’s judgment. When referring 
to the destruction of the temple, Hebrew writings always coupled the destruction with a final withdrawal of God’s 
pleasure. Perhaps Jesus was saying that the powerful temple had become an idol, an object which blinded the 
people to seeing God’s true purpose for them. 

 
Once we understand God’s purpose for us, we enter into the light of His love. We are transformed into 

new beings through Jesus Christ. All the temples and idols in the world become meaningless. His love makes us 
free. 

Haggai 2:1-9; Psalms 30, 32; Revelation 3:1-6 
 

by Ashley Rogers 
 

Sunday, December 12 
 
Psalm 98 Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing aloud together (v.8 NRSV) 

 
God’s creativity is seen in the beauty of all aspects of nature, the compilation of how the world works 

together with the intricacies of each animal. The beauty of the earthly landscape all so intricately work together 
to be in perfect harmony and make unbelievable works happen. 

 
Music, whether with instruments or children breaking out in song, enhances the worship experience for 

me. Music touches my soul deeply; I may have been trying to suppress some of my emotions, but the music insists 
that I deal with them now. Music has worked together with therapists who work with people who have different 
maladies. I see in my life if I’m feeling listless and know that I need to exercise, that when I do I feel much better. 
Exercise is critical to my long-term health, but this knowledge is not enough to inspire me to exercise until I play 
some music. It encourages me to feel the joy in my life, which makes it easier for others to experience God’s love 
and in turn pass it on. 

Amos 9:11-15; Psalm 63; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3, 13-17; John 5:30-47 
 
Monday, December 13 
 
Psalm 41 All who hate me whisper together about me and love to make the worst of everything. (v.7) 

 
Each morning I have to make a very important decision—how will I respond to the various situations and 

people I will interact with today? Will I choose the negative filter and, therefore, interpret the world in a way that 
has me being my worst self? That puts a veil of unhappiness through which the events/the people will be seen at 
their worst and results in a real “downer” in terms of how my day goes. It becomes difficult to see how the 
variables are defining this experience. Or will I choose to exercise my positive “Jean” filter and have very different 
results? My compassion is working, I give people the benefit of the doubt; I have faith in the situation to work 
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out the many variables to have a positive outcome, I feel great about my day, about myself and the people around 
me. 

Zechariah 1:7-17; Psalm 52; Revelation 3:7-13; Matthew 24:15-31 
 
Tuesday, December 14 
 
Matthew 24:32-44 “Hold yourselves ready, therefore, because the Son of Man will come at the time you least 
expect him.” (v.44) 

 
Being ready to address any situation that might arise can be most effectively done by gaining knowledge 

and experience about what expectations people hold for you. It’s most helpful to stay in touch with those people 
who have an impact on my life. Knowing the journey I am on and practicing the related standards makes it 
possible to increasingly walk this journey in a way that I feel comfortable and prepared. It’s like getting the 
syllabus and reading ahead to the end and then following all the prompts so that if I was given a “pop quiz” I was 
ready for it. Doing this groundwork provided me with the ability to be able to really enjoy the realization that I 
was always ready and able to take on the next challenge that I might find on my path. 

 
Zechariah 2:1-3; Psalm 45; Revelation 3:14-22 

Wednesday, December 15 
 
Matthew 24:45-51 “Happy that servant who is found at his task when his master comes! I tell you this; he will be 
put in charge of all his master’s property.” (vv.46-47) 

 
One of our goals and expectations as parents was to teach our children to be aware that money was a gift, 

a blessing from God, and that it must be handled with prayer, care, and generosity. This is true whether you have 
a lot of money or limited funds. Ways to help it grow while saving was an important lesson. We know that we 
have to model the behavior we are looking for in our children. Each child is unique and learns in different ways. 
We tried to take this into consideration and be aware of their progress so we could adjust our efforts as needed 
for each child. Sometimes what we would think of as not quite reaching the mark was actually exceeding our 
expectations when looking back at the outcome. The information each child had absorbed and utilized was 
actually a success in terms of generosity and the teachings in the Bible. 

 
Zechariah 3:1-10; Psalm 119:49-72; Revelation 4:1-8 

 
Thursday, December 16 
 
Psalm 50 He who offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving does me due honor, and to him who follows my way I will 
show the salvation of God. (v.23) 

 
Thanksgiving is a behavior that, to my surprise, I have had to learn. When I have committed to practicing 

thanksgiving as a discipline, I’ve found these times very helpful. This relationship with gratitude has become 
stronger as I have practiced it at the beginning of each of my days. 

 
At a church prayer meeting, an international speaker shared quietly with me that I needed to work on 

finding gratitude more often in my world. He suggested that I identify three things for which I was grateful each 
day. At first it was difficult to come up with three things, but I realized it shouldn’t be that hard because God has 
created such an incredible world for us. I wanted this behavior to become a part of me, so I committed to it and 
now my daily practice of gratitude allows me to see my world through the prism of positiveness. 

Zechariah 4:1-14; Revelation 4:9—5:5; Matthew 25:1-13 
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Friday, December 17 
 
Matthew 25:14-30 “For the man who has will always be given more, until he has enough and to spare; and the 
man who has not will forfeit even what he has. Fling the useless servant out into the dark, the place of wailing 
and grinding of teeth!” (vv.29-30) 

 
My teaching as a child was based on the standard that to whom much is given, much is expected. My mom 

could think of many ways to give back utilizing her blessings, special talents, and good fortune. She taught my 
siblings and I this standard too, and helped us identify things we could do utilizing our unique skills to help better 
the community and the lives of others.  She was a great organizer and she started choirs from the ground up in 
many of the parishes in which she was involved. Many of the people she touched felt loved and desired to spread 
the love of Christ that she lived by. She didn’t stop there, but continued to develop her ways of serving by giving 
of her talents outside the church. 

 
She taught adults how to read; she reached out to my friends who were having problems. Even with tragic 

situations, like the death of a child, she took her grief and used it to go beyond what was expected to serve those 
who were also in agonizing pain. 

Zechariah 7:8—8:8; Psalms 40, 54; Revelation 5:6-14 
 
 
Saturday, December 18 
 
Zechariah 8:9-17 This is what you shall do: speak the truth to each other, administer true and sound justice in 
the city gate. Do not contrive any evil one against another, and do not love perjury, for all this I hate. (vv.16-18) 

 
The times I have found most difficult in my life centered around a lie. The lie started out requiring some 

modifications or additions as I described things in a different way than they actually happened. To keep the story 
consistent, I had to keep supporting my lie with more lies. As a child I did not realize the mess it could get one 
into. A lie often meant that I wasn’t following the rules of my family. As I continued on my journey, the lie factor 
persisted as a problem that sometimes complicated my enjoyment at family events. I was having to check my 
facts that I had espoused as to how my life was going and where I was in the continuation of my false story. It 
impeded my relationships with my family. My cousin was used as a player in my contrived experience. Others 
had to be involved, too, and it became a mess. My saving grace was that God forgives and so does my family. 

 
Psalm 55; Revelation 6:1-17; Matthew 25:31-46 

 
by Jean Hess 

 
Sunday, December 19 
 
John 3:16-21 For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not 
perish but have eternal life. (v.16 NLT) 

 
This verse has been called the “gospel in a nutshell.” It is God’s plan of salvation: He loved and He gave. 

His gift is the greatest gift we will ever receive—at Christmas or at any time. God cares enough for us to give 
Himself for us! 

 
When we consider our solar system and the giant galaxy that contains it, it is awesome that God would 

send His one and only Son to Planet Earth. Another amazing fact is that Jesus was willing to leave the glories of 
heaven to live and die as one of us, so that when we die, we can go to live with them in heaven. 
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On a personal note it is more than incredible that God knows each of us personally and still loves us and 
paid the price for our sins—truly amazing grace! 

 
Belief is not a matter of our intellect but of our will: we deliberately commit ourselves to Jesus. It is a 

surrender to his control and we let him be in the driver’s seat. It must be our faith, not our feelings. We receive 
his great gift with thanksgiving and make his relationship with the Father our own. 

 
“O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.” 

Genesis 3:8-15; Psalms 24, 29; Revelation 12:1-10 
 
Monday, December 20 
 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 For the Lord your God has arrived to live among you. He is a mighty Savior. (v.17) 

 
The prophet tells the children of Israel to cheer up and not be afraid. I am sure the same words are being 

said by our Heavenly Father to those of us living with all the uncertainties of today. With His love He will calm 
our fears and bring us into His fold. He will save the weak and helpless ones. He will give glory and renown to 
all who have been mocked and shamed for His sake (v.19). Even though there are challenges and skirmishes in 
the Christian life, it all comes out right in the end with God. 

 
God’s justice will come, as well as His mercy. He assures us that we will be disgraced no more (v.18). He 

will gather us together and bring us home again. He will give us a good name, a name of distinction among all 
the nations of the earth. That is the time when every knee will bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:10-11). 

 
Thank You, Father, for these tidings of comfort and joy. 

Psalms 61, 62; Titus 1:1-16; Luke 1:1-25 
 
Tuesday, December 21 
 
Luke 1:26-38 Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant, and I am willing to accept whatever he wants.” (v.38) 

 
Mary said “Yes” to God. She is the most blessed of women and an example for each of us, female and 

male, to follow. We might have said, “I’ll think it over,” or “Let me check my schedule first,” or “Give me another 
year or two.” 

 
Even knowing that her action might bring serious questions to her fiancé’s (Joseph’s) mind or perhaps 

shame and misunderstanding to her family, she still says “Yes” when God asks her to be our Savior’s mother. 
 
Oh, that we would be so willing to say “Yes” to God when He asks us to study His word more deeply, to 

give up an addiction, pray more, serve on a church committee, share more of our worldly goods, befriend the 
needy, or love those in our family with greater kindness. 

 
In saying “Yes” to God we need to learn to walk in His light, His love, and His truth. He promises to give 

us His peace that passes all understanding. We praise God that Mary said “Yes” and went forward in His peace 
and power. 

Dear Lord, help me say “Yes” to You. 
1 Samuel 2:lb-10; Psalms 66, 67; Titus 2:1-10 
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Wednesday, December 22 
 
Luke 1:39-56 Mary responded, “Oh, how I praise the Lord. How I rejoice in God my Savior.” (vv.46-47) 

 
Mary surrendered completely to God’s call. She knew that with God nothing would be impossible. She is 

totally open to God’s plan for her life. 
 
It has been said that the cross a Christian may be asked to bear is when a great big X is placed on our well-

developed plans and dreams. When perhaps we do not get to go to the expensive university or follow the dream 
career or marry the person we thought we were in love with when we were 19 years old. 

 
It must have been reassuring for Mary when her cousin Elizabeth affirmed, “What an honor this is, that 

the mother of my Lord should visit me! When you came in and greeted me, my baby [John the Baptizer] jumped 
for joy the instant I heard your voice! You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would do what he said” 
(vv.43-45). 

 
Because Mary surrendered to God the eternal Word became flesh and lived among us and we have seen 

his glory, the glory as of the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14). 
Dear Father, help us prepare our hearts and homes so that Jesus may be born again in them. 

2 Samuel 7:1-17; Psalm 72; Titus 2:11—3:8a 
 
Thursday, December 23 
 
2 Samuel 7:18-29 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord and prayed, “Who am I, O Sovereign Lord, 
and what is my family, that You have brought me this far?” (v.18) 

 
At this time of love and joy and wonder we could each ask the same question as King David: How was 

my family so blessed as to be people of faith, living in a country built on Christian principles, when so many 
others live in third world poverty or lands of Christian persecution? Truly God has been merciful to us. 

 
As we look at the Nativity, we see the humble, lowly shepherds and the erudite, intellectual wise men. 

Isn’t that why God has come as a tiny, helpless baby: to meet the needs of everyone and to make us all one in 
Him? We want to fall on our knees and hear the angels’ voices! 

That we can be a member of God’s forever-family is truly a miracle, but that is how much He loves us. 
He delivers us from sin, fills us with His Holy Spirit, and helps us walk in His light—the best Christmas present 
ever! 

Come to my heart, Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for You. 
Psalm 80; Galatians 3:1-14; Luke 1:57-66 

 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24 
 
Matthew 1:18-25 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord commanded. (v.24) 

 
Tonight is our silent night, holy night because Joseph also said “Yes” to God as did Mary. 
 
In our busyness during this Christmas celebration will we say “Yes” to God as we go about our day? How 

are we treating those who work for us or drive the highways with us or the clerks in the stores who wait on us? 
They, too, must purchase and wrap presents, assemble toys, decorate the house, cook the special meal, and send 
the cards. Have we become impatient and grouchy amid the rush as Christmas draws near? 
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While waiting to pay a bill recently, I overheard the customer ahead of me being rude and demanding. 
When I stepped to the window, I made a few pleasant comments and got a smile from the clerk. When she gave 
me my receipt, it had a peppermint candy taped to it—another example of “giving and it will be given to us.” I 
am sure we both felt better as we continued living that day. 

 
We are called to be the light of the world—can the world see Jesus’ love shining through us? 
 
Dear Jesus, as the light of your Christmas star shines on me, help me reflect your incredible love for your 

creation. 
Isaiah 59:15b-21; Psalm 45, 46; Galatians 3:23—4:7 

 
Christmas, Saturday, December 25 
 
1 John 4:7-16 God showed how much he loved us by sending his only Son into the world so that we might have 
eternal life through him. (v.9) 

 
Joy to the world, the Lord has come! Merry Christmas! Love comes from God—He is the source of all 

goodness. The joy we feel with the wonderful Christmas music and Scriptures and prayers is a bit of heaven on 
earth. 

 
The writer of this letter says: Dear friends, since God loved us enough to send His only Son, we surely 

ought to love each other (v.11). Our Lord Emmanuel has come to us and abides with us. Are we living as people 
who know and love Jesus? Or does all our love and kindness in this holy season fade as we go back to work or 
school, or begin working on our income tax? Will we work to maintain peace on earth, good will to all? 

 
Let us keep our eyes focused on the Christ Child. He is the light of the world. If we follow him, we will 

not walk in darkness but in the light of eternal life (John 8:12). Glory to the newborn King! 
Micah 4:1-5, 5:2-4; Psalms 2, 85; John 3:31-36 

 
by Jacqueline Littleford 

 
Sunday, December 26 
 
Colossians 1:9-20 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. (v.15 NIV) 

 
Since yesterday was Christmas, the day Jesus Christ was born, today’s reading from Colossians seems 

quite appropriate. How wonderful of God the Father (invisible) to send his son (visible) into the world so that 
people could see and hear from him in order to get a better understanding of their God. John the Baptist said of 
Jesus, “For the one whom God has sent speaks words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit” (John 3:34). 
I think we all are helped tremendously in understanding who God is by reading and studying the Gospels, which 
provide us with Jesus’ words and his earthly history. We inhabit a material world where representations of the 
spiritual world are never more understandable than when they have a material form. 

 
Just as Jesus is the one true and complete image of God, so we as Christians are called to be image-bearers 

of Jesus Christ. We are only able to do that as the Holy Spirit empowers us. So, let us thank God for His gifts to 
us of both His Son and His Holy Spirit. 

1 Samuel 1:1-2, 7b-28; Psalms 93, 96; Luke 2:22-40 
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Monday, December 27 
 
John 13:20-35 “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (v.35) 

 
There was a contemporary Christian song that was once popular in many churches, and today’s verse 

bought the song to my mind. It was titled, “They Will Know We Are Christians by Our Love.” And isn’t that so 
true? Anyone not characterized by his love of Jesus and love of others is not truly a Christian, not a real image-
bearer of Jesus Christ. No matter how “good” people seem to be, and regardless of how much good they may do 
in a community, if their lives are not characterized by Christ-like love, their good deeds seem somewhat empty. 

 
Think about this from another perspective. Perhaps I am trying to obey, say, the Ten Commandments, 

because I know I am supposed to, and am doing this with clenched teeth, hidden of course, instead of lovingly. 
Do you think that is what God wants? This is hollow obedience and certainly wouldn’t do much to further the 
kingdom. What was Jesus’ answer to the question of which was the most important of all the commandments? 
He replied that it was the first one, to love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and the second 
one, which is to “Love your neighbor as yourself” (see Mark 12:20-31). 

Thank you for loving us, Jesus, so that we can love both you and others. 
Proverbs 8:22-30; Psalms 97, 98; 1 John 5:1-12 

 
Tuesday, December 28 
 
Isaiah 49:13-23 “Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne?  
 
Though she may forget, I will not forget you.” (v.15) 

 
Since I was blessed to have a mother who loved me deeply and compassionately, it is hard for me to 

imagine that a mother could forget her child. And although this does occur in real life, it is not the norm and 
certainly not the way God intended it to be. I have three children and eight grandchildren, each of whom I love 
deeply and compassionately. But the Lord is saying here that even if your mother who brought you into this world 
turns away from you, He never will. That is unconditional love. We don’t earn His love, it is given freely to us, 
no matter what we do or don’t do. Let these words resonate deep within your soul, “I will not forget you.” That 
is good news, indeed! 

 
Verse 16 goes on to say, “See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands.” Our names are written on 

the very hands of God, not with ballpoint pen which will wash off a human hand, but engraved, which makes 
them permanent. 

 
How can we ever thank the Lord for such love and compassion! 

Psalms 2, 26; Revelation 21:1-7; Matthew 18:1-14 
 
Wednesday, December 29 
 
2 John 1-13 And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, 
his command is that you walk in love. (v.6) 

 
Sometimes I like to read Scripture in Eugene Peterson’s The Message in order to gain better feel of what’s 

being said. The Message is paraphrased Scripture, not intended for scholarly study, but for heart understanding. 
So, here is verse 6 as written in The Message: “Love means following his commandments, and his unifying 
commandment is that you conduct your lives in love. This is the first thing you heard, and nothing has changed.” 
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I wanted a better feel of what was meant by the phrase to “walk in love.” And just as it’s paraphrased here, nothing 
has changed. The whole of the Christian life is love. 

 
That love begins and ends with Jesus and God, as evidenced by one of the most often quoted and popular 

verses of the Bible, John 3:16. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (KJV). Of course, in the 21st century no one quotes 
this from the King James Version, but I suppose I love it because it is how I learned and memorized it as a child. 

 
No matter how it is written, it means the same thing. Praise be to God! 

2 Samuel 23:13-17b; Psalm 18:1-20; John 2:1-11 
 
Thursday, December 30 
 
Psalm 21 For the king trusts in the LORD; through the unfailing love of the Most High he will not be shaken. (v.7) 

 
This psalm was written by David, and when he refers to the king in this verse, he is speaking about himself. 

His words refer to two things that are critical for all believers in all generations, trust in the Lord and reliance on 
God’s unfailing love. Both are important if you want to remain standing while the world is crumbling around you. 

 
I recently pulled a book off my shelf that I probably read 7 to 10 years ago and am now planning to a read 

few pages each morning as part of my quiet time with the Lord. The book is called Ruthless Trust, by Brennan 
Manning. What kind of trust can be deemed ruthless? I would answer with words such as radical, unbending, 
extreme, holding on no matter what happens, etc. It is definitely the kind of trust the Lord wants me to have in 
Him. I am quick to say that I trust the Lord, but do I have “ruthless” trust in Him? I don’t think so. My life has 
not been put to the test that would reveal the truth about the quality of my trust. I do find it compelling that trust 
can, and perhaps should be, ruthless. 

 
Help me, Lord, and all my brothers and sisters in You, to trust You more and more with each passing day. 

1 Kings 17:17-24; Psalm 20; 3 John 1-15; John 4:46-54 
 
Friday, December 31 
 
James 4:13-17, 5:7-11 Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins. (v.17) 

 
Wow, this verse is very convicting for me! Just when I have lulled myself into thinking I don’t sin “very 

much,” I read this verse and see that I am guilty of sinning in this way… more often than I would like to admit. 
God recently convicted my spirit of this by saying, “You know that you should do more to help the poor, the 
homeless, the hungry and the destitute, so why aren’t you?” I make excuses for myself by answering that I give 
money to organizations that help these people, but when have I ever gotten directly involved? Or I might try to 
get myself off the hook by saying things like, I haven’t had time, or it isn’t something that I feel called to do, or 
feel led to do, etc. Honestly, I am not getting any younger, so I had better do something about this soon. 

 
As I ponder this verse, I am reminded that I have been guilty in the past of this sin and it had to do with 

things I could have and/or should have done for people that I know and purport to care about. At the same time, 
however, I am reminded that God has forgiven all my sins through Christ Jesus, my Lord and my Savior. 

Help me, Father, not use the facts of Your grace and mercy as excuses for sinning. 
1 Kings 3:5-14; Psalms 46, 48; John 5:1-15 
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Saturday, January 1 
 
Matthew 1:18-25 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be 
with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him “Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” (vv.22-
23) 

 
Immanuel is one among the many names of Jesus, but I particularly love its meaning because God is 

always with us. How often we forget that he is there, and we take charge of our lives and forge ahead with 
decision-making, forgetting to consult him. He is not only with us, but he is in us. 

 
I find the meaning of the word Immanuel to be very comforting and peace-giving. It also has the power 

to quell fear, especially the fear of being alone in the world. We can never be alone because he is always with us. 
We may be alone in the sense of not having another human being with us, but Jesus is there just the same. How 
wonderful! What a blessing to be loved by the one who will be with us not just in our earthly life, but for all 
eternity. 

Thank you, Immanuel. 
 

Isaiah 62:1-5; 10-12; Psalm 103; Revelation 19:11-16 
 

by Anna Cash 
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