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Sunday, December 4 
2 Peter 3:11-18 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to 
be sound spotless, blameless and at peace with him. (v.14 NIV) 
Peter is referencing the second coming of Jesus, which he has just been describing in verses 1-
13. The thing about the second coming is that absolutely no one knows when that day will be, not 
even Jesus himself, but only God the Father. So, Peter is saying here that we need to be ready. 
This is actually a great way to live. Each day, if we made every effort to be without sin and to be 
at peace with the Lord, we would be ready. My problem is not just that I do not live every day in 
the “ready” mode, it’s also that I don’t think about the possibility of Jesus’ return each day of my 
life. Perhaps if I did, I would be more likely to be ready for it. 
Also, I find that I am too often “earthbound” in my thinking. If I could be more “heaven-bound” 
I would be more likely to be ready for Jesus’ return. What I do know for sure is that heaven will 
be unbelievably and unimaginably wonderful, and we will see Jesus face to face as well as our 
friends and relatives who are already there. There will be no crying or sadness there, only joy and 
happiness with the complete absence of evil. 
Help me to be found ready at your return, precious Lord. 

Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalms 148, 149, 150; Luke 7:28-35 
 
Monday, December 5 
Psalm 25 Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to your love 
remember me, for you are good, O LORD. (v.7) 
I am so grateful that the Lord doesn’t hold the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways in His 
memory. Oh, my goodness, when I think back to those days when I didn’t know Jesus, I am 
horrified at some of the things I did, said, and thought. For a long time, I thought I was a pretty 
good person because I hadn’t (or at least I thought I hadn’t) broken any of the Ten 
Commandments! Also, I went to church fairly regularly with my parents and then, later on, with 
my husband and children. But as someone once famously said, sitting in church doesn’t make 
you a Christian any more than sitting in a garage makes you a car. 
But thanks be to God, He chose me to be His daughter and revealed Himself to me. He gave me 
a faith which continues to grow deeper and richer. He fills my heart with His love and enables 
me to love others with that love. He forgives not only the sins of my youth, but the sins of every 
age. He forgives me when I rebel against Him because that is how much He loves me. Truly, as 
the psalmist says, “...you are good, O Lord.” I have done nothing to deserve such love, not could 
I ever earn it. It is a gift. 
Thank You, Lord, for Your innumerable gifts to all believers. 

Isaiah 5:8-12, 18-23; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Luke 21:20-28 
 
Tuesday, December 6 
Luke 21:29-38 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” (v.33) 
A Christian singer I like very much, named Fernando Ortega, has a song on one of his albums in 
which he sings repeatedly, “The word of the Lord endures forever.” This verse in Luke 
immediately brought Ortega’s song to mind. He sings these words quietly but strongly, to a lovely 
but simple melody. 
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In today’s verse, Jesus is referencing the end times which he has just been speaking about in the 
preceding verses. Heaven and earth are physical entities that will have an end, whereas Jesus’ 
words are not physical, but rather spiritual, and are eternal, just as Jesus, the Word, is. 
I have a hard time wrapping my mind around the idea of the heaven and the earth, as I understand 
them today, not existing anymore, or coming to an end. But I know that if Jesus and the Bible say 
this will happen one day, I know it is the truth and that it will happen. This once again reminds 
me that it is spiritual matters that are of the greatest importance, especially the words of Jesus, 
and Jesus himself. 
Lord, thank You for the enduring, eternal nature of Your precious Son, my Savior, and for his 
never-ending love and forgiveness. 

Isaiah 5:13-17, 24-25; Psalms 26, 28; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 
 
Wednesday, December 7 
John 7:53—8:11 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. 
“Go now and leave your life of sin.” (vv.10-11) 
This woman had been caught in the act of adultery, and the teachers of the Law and the Pharisees 
had made her stand before the group when Jesus was present, and they said that they were 
commanded by Moses in the law to stone adulterous women. Then when Jesus told the men that 
if any of them were without sin, that man could throw the first stone. One by one, the men walked 
away and only Jesus was left with the woman. None of them condemned her and Jesus makes the 
wonderful statement that he doesn’t condemn her either. Jesus does not stop with that; he tells 
her not to sin anymore. 
It is so wonderful that Jesus is both merciful and just. He shows her mercy by not condemning 
her, but his justice demands that she not commit the sin anymore, or as he says, “Go now and 
leave your life of sin.” That is the same way he deals with all of us—always with both mercy and 
justice. Because he is just, he cannot not recognize sin as sin but, instead of condemning us for 
our sin, he shows us mercy, forgiving us because he has already taken on the punishment we 
deserve for our sin. 
Thank you, Jesus, that you died on the cross for my sin so that I can have forgiveness and salvation 
through your shed blood. 

Isaiah 6:1-13; Psalm 38; 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 
 
Thursday, December 8 
Psalm 37:1-18 Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart. (v.4) 
This is a beautiful statement of how God blesses us when we do something that blesses Him. He 
is blessed and pleased when we delight in Him and so it is His great pleasure to then give us the 
desires of our hearts. It’s sort of like a mutual admiration society where both parties love and 
admire each other and, because of that love and admiration, they are each made happy or joyful 
by so doing. 
Another thought I had on this verse is that the desires of the heart in this person cannot be anything 
other than good and pleasing to the Lord if this person delights himself in the Lord. In other 
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words, if I didn’t love, revere, and cherish the Lord, the desires of my heart might be sinful or of 
an evil nature. Obviously, if that were the case, the Lord would not give them to me. 
The word “delight” conjures up the idea of joy, of happiness, of smiling. This verse does, in fact, 
make me smile—and what a blessing that is. I have not always delighted myself in the Lord and 
certainly was not capable of it before I came to have a personal relationship with Him. And as 
my faith grows and I get closer to Jesus, I find that I delight myself in the Lord more and more 
often. 
Thank You, Lord, for giving me the desires of my heart! 

Isaiah 7:1-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; Luke 22:1-13 
 
Friday, December 9 
2 Thessalonians 2:13—3:5 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us 
and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good deed and word. (vv.16-17) 
I think these are two of the most beautiful verses in the Bible, and so much is contained in these 
words. At some point in time, I wrote next to these verses in my Bible, “a beautiful short prayer,” 
and it truly is. Jesus and God do love us, and it is through God’s grace that He sent Jesus as an 
“eternal encouragement and good hope.” Jesus is the source of the hope that all believers have—
he is, of course, “good.” Jesus is eternal and his life and promises encourage us to walk with him 
and be filled with his Holy Spirit. 
I cannot possibly say it any better nor as well as Paul does here. These two verses are just rich 
and full of things to thank God for. I have no doubt whatsoever that Paul penned these verses 
through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, so beautiful and so full. I am grateful that I live in a 
country where I have the freedom to own, study, and learn from God’s Holy Bible. 
Thank You, Lord, for Paul and all the great men of God who contributed to the Bible, giving 
generation after generation access to You and Your word. 

Isaiah 7:10-25; Psalm 31; Luke 22:14-30 
 
Saturday, December 10 
Psalm 32 Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the 
man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit. (vv.1-2) 
Wow, it is such an incredible blessing that the Lord forgives my sins, covers my sins, and doesn’t 
count my sins against me. I am also blessed when there is no deceitfulness in my heart or spirit. 
Just considering the Lord’s willingness and capacity for forgiving sin is, in and of itself, a 
monumental blessing. Then there are all the other things as well. 
Paul, in the fourth chapter of his letter to the Romans, quotes these two verses. Paul is writing 
about Abraham’s faith and how, because of his faith, it was credited to him as righteousness. In 
Romans 4:6, the verse before the psalm is quoted, Paul writes, “David says the same thing when 
he speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works.” I 
love seeing the New Testament writers quote from the Old Testament. For me, this ties the two 
together. 
Thank You, Lord, for all of the Bible, and for Your many blessings. 

Isaiah 8:1-15; Psalm 30; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-18; Luke 22:31-38 
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by Anna Cash 

Sunday, December 11 
John 3:22-30 “You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah, but I have been 
sent ahead of him.’” (v.28 NRSV) 

All through the Hebrew Scriptures we find the authors speaking of the people of God as 
God’s bride. In the New Testament the apostle Paul continues this imagery picturing the church 
as the bride and Christ as the bridegroom. In our Gospel reading today from John we have John 
the Baptist seeing himself as the one who is bringing the people of Israel to God, as the friend 
who is leading the bride to the bridegroom. 

John the Baptist tells his disciples that he does not have the leading role in the story of the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. He is simply the one who prepares the way for Christ. 

You and I—lovers of Christ and would-be faithful disciples—have been given John the 
Baptist’s role in our own day. We might ask ourselves, who is it that we are supposed to guide to 
an encounter with Christ today? This would be the greatest, most loving and life-enhancing role 
we could possibly play in someone’s life. Seek and you will find someone to lead to Christ today. 

Isaiah 13:6-13; Psalm 63; Hebrews 12:18-29 
 
Monday, December 12 
2 Peter 1:1-11 For if these things are yours and are increasing among you, they keep you from 
being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. (v.8) 

Peter tells us in his second letter not to be ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. If, for the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, we long to be effective, fruitful 
Christians, how would our lives be different from what they are today? 

The prophets have told us over and over again in one way or another to do justice, love 
tenderly, and walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8). The Mosaic Law has told us in great detail 
what we should and should not do. Jesus himself summed everything up in two great 
commandments: love God, put Him first in our lives; and love one another with the same kind of 
selfless love that He has shown us. 

The great good news is that Jesus did not become incarnate and live among us just to tell 
us how to live nor just to give us an example. He will give us every bit of grace we shall ever 
need to become all he would have us be. And he has promised to enlighten, empower, and 
strengthen us. All for the asking in prayer. 

Isaiah 8:16—9:1; Psalms 41, 52; Luke 22:39-53 
 
Tuesday, December 13 
Luke 22:54-69 The Lord turned and looked at Peter. (v.61a) 

It is only Luke’s Gospel that tells us Jesus turned and looked at Peter just after Peter had 
vehemently denied three times that he had ever known him. Peter was warming himself by a fire 
in the courtyard where the crowd of chief priests, officers of the temple police, and the elders had 
brought Jesus. Luke also tells us that when he remembered Jesus’ warning to him— “Before the 
cock crows today, you will deny me three times,”—Peter turned away from the comfort of the 
fire, went off by himself, and wept bitterly. 
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Each one of us knows all too well what emotions were visible in Jesus’ searching look: 
love, compassion, forgiveness, disappointment. How many times have we seen that look on the 
faces of those we love best? May bitter tears of repentance enable us to grow beyond being the 
cause of such disappointment to our Lord Christ and to one another. 

Isaiah 9:1-7; Psalm 45; 2 Peter 1:12-21 
 
Wednesday, December 14 
Mark 1:1-8 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. (v.1) 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. I think this is one of the 
most beautiful verses in the Scriptures. A few verses later in Mark, Jesus tells us, “The kingdom 
of God has come near; repent and believe in the good news” (v.15). I think I have seen glimpses 
of the kingdom of heaven many times in my life—times when someone has forgiven me an ugly, 
hateful fit of temper; times when I have watched a glorious sunset, viewed the Grand Canyon, 
the Rocky Mountains, the coast of Maine; heard incredibly beautiful and profoundly moving 
music; or had a quiet time in a church or chapel. At such times the kingdom of heaven seemed 
very real and near to me. 

I believe I would find the kingdom of heaven—God’s kingdom of love—even more real 
and nearer than ever if I could imagine it in every encounter with others when we really listen to 
one another, grow together, love one another, and actively carry out God’s will together. 

Isaiah 9:8-17; Psalm 119:49-72; 2 Peter 2:1-10a 
 
Thursday, December 15 
Psalm 50 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the Most High. (v.14) 

The Cloisters in New York City is a branch of the Metropolitan Museum of Art which has 
been put together from the furnishings of French and Spanish monasteries of the 12th to 15th 
centuries. I visited there recently and sat in the lovely herb garden with its magnificent view of 
the Palisades listening to a recording of monks chanting their prayers. I was moved to tears of 
thanksgiving by the thought that I, in this generation, was part of the countless number of 
Christians throughout the ages who have struggled to offer themselves for the love of Christ to 
his service. 

Pope John XXIII once wrote that the Christian’s life should really be one long Festival of 
Joy. We realize how true these words of his are when we take time to thank God for our great 
blessings as Christians and try to become the kind of person we believe He would have us be. 

Isaiah 9:18—10:4; 2 Peter 2:10b-16; Matthew 3:1-12 
 
Friday, December 16 
Psalm 40 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, but you have given me an open ear. (v.6a) 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta ministered with her Sisters to thousands and thousands of “the 
poorest of the poor” all over the world. She urged all of us, “Never let anything so fill you with 
sorrow (your own or that for others) as to make you forget the joy of Christ risen.” 

But God didn’t create us just so that we might experience joy in His presence. A 
Presbyterian minister once told me that each one of us is created by God as His promise to His 
universe that He still loves and cares for it. What a mind-boggling challenge! 
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Barbara Brown Taylor tells us in her book Gospel Medicine, “What we have been called 
to do, is to ignite, inflame, combust, burn, shine with the glory of God who has chosen us, and 
given us to the world, bright lights to the end of the earth.” Our obedience to God’s calls, the open 
ear we offer Him and our response to His love, is our own love for Him put into action. 

Isaiah 10:5-19; Psalm 54; 2 Peter 2:17-22; Matthew 11:2-15 
 
Saturday, December 17 
Luke 3:1-9 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. (v.8a) 

I have been struck again and again this week when reading over the lessons how many 
times they tell us that it is not just our words that matter in Christianity. It is our Christian praxis 
[action]. Do we put our money where our mouth has been? Do we—or I—walk the way or just 
talk about it? Our prayer life becomes real, all the lessons imply, by the kind of life we are striving 
to live and by the warmth and depth of the love and generosity that we show to all our brothers 
and sisters. 

Hebrews 12:28 on Sunday told us “Give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable 
worship with reverence and awe.” 2 Peter on Monday urged us not to be ineffective and unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (1:8). Thursday, in the 50th Psalm, we were told again 
to “Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the Most High” (v.14). And 
today John the Baptist tells us to “Bear fruits worthy of repentance.” Praxis is the word. To action! 

Isaiah 10:20-27; Psalm 55; Jude 17-25 
 
by Sister Mary Michael SSM 
 
Sunday, December 18 
John 3:16-21 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. (v.16 NKJV) 
This favorite verse reminds me of the song we learned in Sunday School: 
Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to Him belong; we are weak, 
but he is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
Jesus loves me he who died heaven’s gates to open wide. He will wash away my sin, let his loving 
child come in. 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
Thanks, Jesus, for paying the price for us to have eternal life 

Isaiah 42:1-12; Psalms 24, 29; Ephesians 6:10-20 
 
Monday, December 19 
Psalm 62 My soul waits in silence for God only, for my hope is from Him, He only is my rock and 
my salvation. (v.5 NAS) 
Grace and gratitude go together. We receive God’s overflowing grace—He is our rock and our 
salvation. Then we show Him our gratitude by loving and serving Him. It’s a two-way street, He 
gives us hope and we thank Him by obeying Him. 
An acrostic to help us remember what grace is: 



8 
 

G - God’s 
R - riches 
A - at 
C - Christ’s 
E - expense 
What a great gift the Father has given us. Jesus paid the price for our salvation on the cross at 
Calvary. 
Thanks for your grace and favor, dear Jesus 

Isaiah 11:1-9; Psalm 61; Revelation 20:1-10; John 5:30-47 
 
Tuesday, December 20 
Psalm 67 God be gracious to us and bless us and cause His face to shine upon us that Thy way 
may be known on the earth and Thy salvation to all nations. (vv.1-2) 
As I write these devotions, over 4.5 million people have died of Covid 19 on planet earth. There 
are floods, tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, and droughts, plus fires in western USA and parts 
of Europe, and political and domestic unrest. It truly seems like the “end times” spoken of in the 
book of Revelation. 
With the psalmist I pray this prayer: God be gracious to us and may Your saving help come to all 
nations. And as we say in the Lord’s Prayer: Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, Help of the helpless oh abide with me (from the hymn 
“Abide with me”). 

Isaiah 11:10-16; Psalm 66; Revelation 20:11—21:8; Luke 1:5-25 
 
Wednesday, December 21 
Luke 1:26-38 Mary said, “Behold the servant of the Lord, be it done to me according to your 
word.” (v.38) 
When the angel of the Lord came to Mary and asks her to be the mother of the Messiah, she could 
have said, “My fiancé Joseph won’t understand” or “My parents will be upset” or “The neighbors 
will gossip.” Instead, she says “yes” to God. What a great example for us to follow! 
Can we be obedient to God like Mary when we are asked to teach a Sunday School class or serve 
on a church committee or lead a Bible study or help out with food and clothing for the homeless? 
May we be like Mary, willing to obey and serve. 
Dear Father, give me a willing heart to say “yes” to You. 

Isaiah 28:9-22; Psalm 72; Revelation 21:9-21 
 
Thursday, December 22 
Psalm 80 O Lord of Hosts, restore us and cause Thy face to shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
(v.7) 
The psalmist cries out, “Stir up Thy power and come to save us (v.2). I think of all the people in 
their kitchens this week stirring up delicious goodies, and transfer that thought to God stirring up 
His power to come and save us—to shine His face upon us and restore peace on earth and good 
will to all people. 
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Jesus Christ came to bring joy to the world and bring us back to God’s family—away from our 
sin and selfishness, away from all the evil that surrounds us. Only he can restore us and save us—
thanks be to God. 
Dear God, thanks for the greatest Christmas gift of all—the Lord Jesus and the salvation he brings. 

Isaiah 29:13-24; Revelation 21:22—22:5; Luke 1:39-56 
 
Friday, December 23 
Psalm 96 Sing to the LORD a new song: sing to the LORD all the earth. Sing to the LORD, bless His 
name. Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day. Tell of His glories among the 
nations, His wonderful deeds among all the people. For great is the LORD and greatly to be 
praised. (vv.1-4a) 
As we sing tidings of comfort and joy this Christmas week, may they be songs of praise to our 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, not just cut holiday tunes. The previous Psalm (95) tells us to 
sing for joy to the Lord (v.1). Let us worship and bow down and kneel before the Lord our Maker 
(v.6) Music is a most important part of that worship. 
Music is one of my favorite things about Christmas. Our verse for the day says three times, “sing 
to the Lord” What a great way to witness to our faith by sharing Christmas carols at church and 
at home and in the neighborhood (caroling from door to door). Because “Joy to the world, the 
Lord has come!” 
Thanks, Father, for the gift of music. May we use it to share the good news of Jesus’ birth. 

Isaiah 33:17-22; Psalm 93; Revelation 22:6-11, 18-20; Luke 1:57-66 
 
Saturday, December 24 
Luke 1:67-80 To guide our feet into the ways of peace. (v.79b) 
Zachariah is prophesying about his son, John the Baptizer, preparing the way for the Messiah 
who will show the tender mercies of our God, who will give forgiveness of sins to all people. 
How we need to have our feet guided into the ways of peace here in the 21st century! We need 
to pray daily for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. We 
desperately need His peace on earth and the good will to all people that we sing about this 
Christmas season. 
As we give gifts of love to our family and friends this week, may we not forget to thank God for 
the best gift of all—His one and only Son—and ask Him to help us believe in Him and love and 
serve Him daily. 
Joy to the world! Thanks, Jesus, for coming to planet earth to show us the Father’s great love for 
us. 

Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalms 45, 46; Revelation 22:12-17, 21 
 

by Jacqueline Littleford 
Sunday, December 25 
Zechariah 2:10-13 Behold, I come and I will dwell in your midst, declares the LORD. (v.10 ESV) 

“Honey, I’m home!” 
Those words spoken by a spouse returning after a day away at work, or a similar 

announcement by children returning from a day at school—are they necessary? The one arriving 
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home knows they have done so. An announcement of this sort is motivated by a desire for the 
attention and company of those already at home. 

God went looking for Adam in the Garden of Eden because He wanted to enjoy the 
company of the ones He loved. He didn’t try to hide His arrival. 

Jesus’ arrival the first Christmas wasn’t really hidden. It was announced by others, to many 
others. But Jesus himself made very little in the way of drawing unusual attention to himself that 
day. He was going to stay for a while, visiting, but then leave again. 

He will be shouting when he comes back. He will want everyone to know he’s come home, 
and he will not hesitate to make sure everyone knows it—personally. He’ll be looking forward to 
enjoying company with the ones he loves—permanently. 

Psalms 2, 85; 1 John 4:7-16; John 3:31-36 
 
Monday, December 26 
Jeremiah 26:1-9, 12-15 “Know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent 
blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the Lord sent me to you 
to speak all these words in your ears.” (v.15) 

I grew up in a church that paid no attention to saints’ feasts. The Christmas song about 
Good King Wenceslas always puzzled me. Why were we singing a song about something that 
happened “on the Feast of Stephen”? It was not until I joined a liturgical church that I learned St. 
Stephen’s feast day follows the day after Christmas. I became interested then since St. Stephen 
was a deacon (like me). He was the first martyr for the gospel, murdered even before any of the 
apostles. 

When God sent Moses to Pharaoh, He assured Moses that Egypt’s ruler was going to ignore 
him. Jeremiah faced years under arrest and then got taken into exile when Israel fell like he had 
prophesied. At least St. Stephen, after he preached, got to go quickly to heaven for the Savior’s 
welcome. It is ironic but fitting that Mother Church reminds us so promptly that not everyone has 
been happy to be told the Christmas message through the years. We can ask ourselves if we are 
ready today to still give our witness, regardless of reactions. 

Psalm 31; Acts 6:8—7:60; Matthew 23:34-39 
 
Tuesday, December 27 
John 21:19b-24 This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written 
these things, and we know that his testimony is true. (v.24) 

I self-published a book a few years ago. It became one of the nearly two million books that 
are released around the world each year. I saw a few sales from friends, and one email review 
from a stranger. He lived in a part of the country where I had no family or friends or contacts. 
He’d been reading all the major authors and authorities trying to get help for his questions. 
Somehow, he found my little book and it was the one that turned the lights on for him. He wrote 
to say thank you. That one review was all I needed to be satisfied my effort was appreciated. 

The New Testament books have been accepted by church councils as canonical. But only 
one writer received a top review in Scripture itself. A copyist’s witness on John’s Gospel (the last 
one to be composed) was added to it: “We know that his testimony is true.” If we needed it, we 
have a review from one who knew, saying this book is worth our time. 
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Exodus 33:18-23; Psalm 92; 1 John 1:1-9 
 
Wednesday, December 28 
Jeremiah 31:15-17 There is hope for your future, declares the LORD. (v.17) 

As the celebrations of Christmas fade, tiresome realities of life wear down on us again. We 
must clean up from the parties, face the old pile of bills, return to work. 

In 1934, Carl Blackmore and his father published a song that soon became a church camp-
meeting hymnbook favorite. The song begins with a hope: “Some glorious morning sorrow will 
cease, Some glorious morning all will be peace.” 

In speaking of a future when sorrows will cease, the song recognizes we don’t see that 
promise fulfilled yet. The song stands on a promise made to Jeremiah when he foresaw the horror 
awaiting Bethlehem’s children. The angels had announced peace on earth. Herod announced a 
bloody slaughter in fear over Jesus’ first arrival. God was promising hope for the future beyond 
all the tribulations of this broken world. Some golden daybreak Jesus will come again, this time 
for good. It is a blessed hope that stays with us and upholds us into the new year. 

Psalm 124; Revelation 21:1-7; Matthew 2:13-18 
 
Thursday, December 29 
Isaiah 12:1-6 Make known his deeds among the peoples. (v.4b) 

For as long as I can remember, I’ve enjoyed reading reviews of books or movies. I didn’t 
always decide to actually find and read the book itself, or go to the movie, but I appreciated 
someone sorting them all out for me ahead of time. Sometimes I would seek out just the one title. 
Reviewers I listened to wouldn’t try to tell the whole story or describe every detail of the movie. 
They left that up to me to discover. If I enjoyed it, I looked for more by the authors or actors. I 
didn’t expect reviewers to try to do that job. 

Being a witness for Jesus is like that. God doesn’t ask me to prove Him to anyone. He just 
wants me to talk about what He’s done for me to let others know about it. I’m there to give a 
review. Then it’s up to each person to go see for themselves. The goal is not to keep my discovery 
to myself. It was given to me to share. 

Psalm 18:1-20; Revelation 1:1-8; John 7:37-52 
 
Friday, December 30 
Isaiah 25:1-9 The Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces. (v.8) 

American songwriters have frequently done lyrics about crying and shedding tears. Popular 
chart-toppers over the years have included “Crying Time,” “Cry Me a River,” “Tears on My 
Pillow,” “It’s My Party and I’ll Cry If I Want To,” and “Tracks of My Tears.” There’s even an old 
standard that ended with, “Guess I’ll Hang My Tears Out to Dry.” Some of those songs sounded 
sad. Sometimes they’ve been lively enough to dance to, because we’d rather dance than cry. 

Our crying usually begins with the doctor’s slap at birth. Tears are a common, ordinary, 
universal human experience of life. The first thing Jesus asked about outside his tomb was, “Why 
are you crying?” (John 20:13). 
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We know too much about tears of heartbreak and frustration. But followers looking for 
Jesus will eventually cry their last tears. Jesus will wipe them, and all their causes, away forever. 
It will be a new day. Maybe it will be as soon as the new year. 

Psalms 20, 21; Revelation 1:9-20; John 7:53—8:11 
 
Saturday, December 31 
Psalm 48 You may tell the next generation that this is God, our God forever and ever. He will 
guide us forever. (vv.13b-14) 

In the days before GPS, I’ve gotten lost in new neighborhoods and cities. There have been 
times I called out to strangers for directions. I’ve also had people stop me and ask where to find 
certain streets or addresses. Sometimes while lost I had a map in hand and people would point 
out where I was on it. Or they would point in a direction and tell me signs to watch for: “You 
can’t miss it,” they’ve assured me. 

I never had anyone offer to get in the car with me and give me moment by moment help to 
my destination. I never offered to do that for a stranger. 

I can’t do it for anyone seeking to find their way to God. But I can tell them how He has 
helped me. And He has promised to provide all the guidance we’ll need, personally, if we’ll ask 
Him. 

Jesus never said, “Find your own way.” He said, “Follow me.” Let’s stay close. 
Isaiah 26:1-9; Psalm 46; 2 Corinthians 5:16—6:2; John 8:12-19 

 
by Rick Hoover 
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