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Sunday, June 6 
 
Revelation 12:1-12 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads 
the whole world astray. (v.9a NIV) 

 
I was struck by the phrase saying it is Satan who leads the whole world astray—struck by the fact that if 

we look closely at our own lives, the lives of those we know, as well as world events, what we’ve read in novels, 
etc., we begin to see that it is the turning away from God that results in downfalls. And behind everyone’s turning 
is the subtle, mostly unseen, prompting of the devil himself. 

 
When I was new to Bible study, many years ago, I had no concept of Satan, thinking like many uninformed 

churchgoers that he wasn’t “real.” But I soon learned that he is not the red creature with horns, a tail, and a 
pitchfork in his hand. He is a fallen creature who frequently operates by planting thoughts and doubts in our 
minds. Anything that will keep us from believing and trusting in the Lord and His Son, Jesus Christ. When I read 
C.S. Lewis’ book, The Screwtape Letters, I began to understand how this works. 

 
Dearest Lord Jesus, thank you for your mercy in forgiving me when I take my eyes off you, and help me 

to grow in grace as I walk with you.  
Deuteronomy 29:16-29; Psalms 24, 29; Matthew 15:29-39 

 
Monday, June 7 
 
Psalm 56 When I am afraid I will trust in you. In God, whose word I trust; I will not be afraid. What can mortal 
man do to me? (v.3) 

 
Easier said than done, as the cliché goes. Fear is such a common problem that it’s no wonder that there 

are so many verses throughout the entire Bible that address fear. Even in Psalm 56 these words are repeated in 
verse 11. References to fear and trusting God are found in Proverbs, Isaiah, and the words of Jesus in the Gospels, 
to mention a few. It makes you realize that fear is common to mankind in every generation. 

 
In my own life, I have found that the more I trust God, the less afraid I am—of people, the dark, current 

events. As I write this devotional, the entire world is in the midst of a pandemic. Most people are fearful of 
catching this horrid COVID-19 virus, which can be fatal. So, I have found that if I trust the Lord completely with 
my unseen future, it allays my fear and brings me peace. I shared this with a friend the other day and it comforted 
her. 

 
Dear Father, Abba, help us all to trust You more and more each day and to remember that You are worthy 

of such trust. 
Deuteronomy 30:1-10; Psalms 57, 58; 2 Corinthians 10:1-18; Luke 18:31-43 

 
Tuesday, June 8 
 
Psalm 62 My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from him. He alone is my rock and my salvation; 
he is my fortress, I will never be shaken. (vv.1-2) 

 
Notice how the word “my” is repeated here. And also, in verses 5-7, it is used 9 times! This certainly 

speaks to a very personal relationship with God, doesn’t it? These verses also remind me that no person or thing 
can ever supply for us what God can. Just looking at the first phrase, “My soul finds rest in God alone,” prompts 
me to remember that no matter what I pursued in the past, nothing ever supplied rest for my soul. I used to think 
that if I did everything “right,” like regularly attending church, serving on church committees, etc., that my soul 
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would be satisfied and find rest. But it didn’t. Only when I opened my heart and stopped trying to earn my way 
into heaven did I find rest for my soul. 

 
And along with rest, I found God to be my rock, salvation, and fortress. As long as I trust the Lord for 

these things, I am able to say with David, “I will never be shaken.” So please help me, Jesus, to stay always 
connected to you.  Thank you for your unconditional love and never-ending patience with me. 

Deuteronomy 30:11-20; Psalm 61; 2 Corinthians 11:1-21a; Luke 19:1-10 
 
Wednesday, June 9 
 
Deuteronomy 31:30—32:14 He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who 
does no wrong, upright and just is he. (v.4) 

 
This verse describes so many attributes of our Lord that set Him apart from all others, and certainly shows 

us that we human beings are so imperfect. Think about the fact that “all his ways are just.” I wish I could say that 
about myself, but I know it would be a lie. I have not always treated other people justly, even though I would like 
to think that I have. What I can say honestly is that I have tried to do this, wanted to be thought of as a fair and 
just person, but have failed on numerous occasions. 

 
And then there is the phrase, “faithful God who does no wrong.” All of us have done wrong in our lives 

and I don’t believe anyone could ever say that they have not! Just another reminder that we are sinners in need of 
a Savior! “He is the Rock, his works are perfect.” 

 
Thank You, Lord, for being our rock and being perfect, something that I could never be. You know that 

about us, Lord, and You love us regardless—so much so that You gave Your one and only Son to die for us and 
redeem us. Thank You for who You are. 

Psalm 72; 2 Corinthians 11:21b-33; Luke 19:11-27 
 
Thursday, June 10 
 
2 Chronicles 6:18-31 Forgive, and deal with each man according to what he does, since you know his heart (for 
you alone know the hearts of men). (v.30b) 

 
Only God knows my heart and your heart. Even I don’t fully know my own heart, but He does. I may 

think that I know what’s in another person’s heart, but I can’t fully know. I do believe that a person’s words and 
actions reveal a lot about his or her heart, but they don’t reveal everything. When we hear of someone showing 
love for a seemingly unlovable person, we might say, “He has a good heart.” And that is probably a true statement. 

 
I have found in my life that many of the people I could describe as having a good heart are humble people 

who don’t want accolades, and because they know that God sees everything they do, and that He knows their 
hearts, His praise is the only accolade that matters to them. They love the Lord because He is the one who has 
given them their good heart. He alone is the giver of good gifts, and what better gift to receive than a good heart! 

 
Thank You, Father, that you know my heart. Please forgive me when my life is not indicative of a good 

heart. 
Psalms 70, 71; 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Luke 19:28-40 
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Friday, June 11 
 
2 Chronicles 26:1-22 But Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall. (v.16a) 

 
Pride leads to many people’s downfalls. Oswald Chambers writes in his beloved daily devotional, My 

Utmost for His Highest, that “Pride is the deification of self.” I think that is an excellent way to describe pride, 
because when we are prideful, we are taking credit for something that God should be credited with. I am putting 
myself on the throne of my life instead of the person who should rightly be the king, God. Thereby I am deifying 
myself, and a downfall is sure to follow! 

 
I personally believe that pride is at the root of most, if not all, sin. The times I know that I have sinned are 

the times when I became prideful and took my eyes completely off Jesus. Today’s passage begins with Uzziah 
becoming king when he was only 16 years old, then for most of his 52-year reign he sought and received God’s 
help until as we read in verse 15, “he was greatly helped until he became powerful.” Then his pride led to his 
downfall. 

 
Oh Lord, help us not to be prideful, but to always keep You on the throne of our lives. 

Psalm 69; 2 Corinthians 12:11-21; Luke 19:41-48 
 
Saturday, June 12 
 
2 Chronicles 31:2-10, 20-21 In everything he undertook in the service of God’s temple and in obedience to the 
law and the commands, he sought his God and worked whole-heartedly. And so, he prospered. (v.21) 

 
This is a description of Hezekiah, the king of Judah, who was king three generations after Uzziah, whom 

we encountered in yesterday’s passage. Not surprisingly, 2 Chronicles devotes 3 full chapters to the reign of 
Hezekiah, compared with one chapter for Uzziah. We see a stark contrast between these two men. In 29:2, we 
read this description of King Hezekiah: “He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.” And in 30:20, “And the 
Lord heard Hezekiah and healed the people.” What a wonderful king he was, blessed because he loved his Lord. 

 
We probably can’t fully appreciate reading about the kings of the Bible since in America we aren’t ruled 

by a king, but we certainly can understand the importance of having good leaders in government. Remind us, 
Lord, to pray for not only the leaders in our country, but throughout the world. Please guide and strengthen them. 

Psalms 75, 76; 2 Corinthians 13:1-14; Luke 20:1-8 
 

by Anna Cash 
Sunday, June 13 
 
Matthew 18:1-14 “Whoever humbles himself like this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever 
receives one such child in my name receives me.” (v.4 RSV) 

 
How familiar these words are to all of us, but how complex. God calls us to be like children, but also to 

be so mature in our life in Him that we can be adults, receiving and bringing others to Jesus. And He also seems 
to say when we receive them, we also receive Him, again and again, into our own lives. 

 
Children are humble because they are utterly dependent on their families for everything: home, food, 

clothing, education, decision making, answering questions, showing them the way, tying their shoes, teaching 
them how to speak, read, and sing, comforting them when they are ill, listening; the list is infinite. In the beginning 
they literally cannot put one foot in front of the other without their parents. It’s very difficult for us to be as 
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humble as a child, but if we look at that scenario again, with God as the parent and us as the child, we are in the 
right position. 

 
In that security and joy of dependency on Him, we are strengthened to receive others to draw close to 

Jesus. And receive them we must, as we were once received. 
2 Chronicles 32:1-23; Psalms 93, 96; Revelation 15:1-8 

 
Monday, June 14 
 
1 Samuel 1:1-20 She was deeply distressed and prayed to the LORD, and wept bitterly. (v.10) 

 
Three of today’s Scriptures illustrate how God draws us closer to Him because of our need to come to 

Him in prayer. Hannah and Elkanah’s marriage had not been blessed with children, so she went to the temple in 
deep sorrow to pray. In their perplexity following the ascension of Jesus, the disciples went to their room and 
devoted themselves to prayer. The Israelites prayed fervently for God’s face to shine upon them that they would 
be restored and saved. 

 
In Hannah’s situation I wonder if she would have had such a close relationship with God if she had not 

been barren. The Lord granted her five more children after Samuel, but would she have dedicated her firstborn, 
Samuel, without that time of barrenness? 

 
And God needed Samuel! He had a great work for him to accomplish. How wonderful it is to know that 

God needs us, too. He needs us to pray and to ask, but most of all He wants us to have a relationship with Him 
and, sometimes, it seems only a special set of circumstances will bring us to (or back to) the feet of our Heavenly 
Father. 

Psalm 80; Acts 1:1-14; Luke 20:9-19 
 
Tuesday, June 15 
 
1 Samuel 1:21—2:11 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones…” (v.9) 

 
How faithful Hannah was. She had prayed fervently for a son and had vowed to God if He would answer 

her prayer, she would set him apart for the Lord. I believe she must have been one of “his faithful ones” for a long 
time. God answered her prayer. In the midst of her joy she did not forget her vow, and as soon as the boy Samuel 
was weaned, she took him to the temple, the very place where she had prayed for him. She also did not forget to 
thank and praise God. Her story is an inspiration, an encouragement, and an example of walking with God in all 
things, at all times. 

 
I love the similarity of this story and Mary’s story—like a soft foreshadow. Elkinah and Hannah went up 

to Shiloh every year for the sacrifice; Joseph and Mary went up to Bethlehem. Hannah walked closely with God 
and went to Him in her need. Mary was God’s handmaiden: “Be it unto me.” There is Hannah’s prayer of praise 
and thanksgiving and Mary’s song of exaltation. Hannah dedicated Samuel to God (as a Nazarite, a set apart one) 
and Mary dedicated Jesus (the Nazarene). It’s thrilling to discover the linking together of the Old and New 
Testaments.  

Psalm 78:1-39; Acts 1:15-26; Luke 20:19-26 
 
Wednesday, June 16 
 
Psalm 119:97-120 Thou art my hiding-place and my shield; I hope in thy word...let me not be put to shame in my 
hope! Hold me up that I may be safe. (vv.114-117) 
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There are times when I wrestle and struggle and am confused—and sometimes things become so difficult 

I want to run away, spiritually speaking. And like the psalmist (in Psalm 139) I say, “you hem me in, behind and 
before, and lay your hand upon me” and “where can I flee from your presence?” But when I have worked through 
my rebellion and His peace has returned, there is my Lord, my hiding place and my shield. He will hold me up 
that I may be safe. He was there all the time, and He always will be. 

 
As we travel through our lives, in the midst of our many joys we encounter disappointments. Often, we 

experience inexplicable cruelty—but we do not have to run away. There He is, there is our Lord, our hiding place 
and shield, we can hope in His word and He will hold us up that we may be safe. 

1 Samuel 2:12-26; Acts 2:1-21; Luke 20:27-40 
 
Thursday, June 17 
 
Luke 20:41—21:4 He looked up and saw… (v.1) 

 
How comforting to know that Jesus “looked up and saw” when he walked in the world. He saw the widow 

give her last two coins; he saw the rich men give out of their abundance, but not sacrificially; he saw the scribes 
sauntering in their long robes, taking places of honor in the synagogue and at banquet tables, and stealing, however 
indirectly, from the humble. 

 
If Jesus “looked up and saw” then, how much more he looks and sees now that he is exalted and sits at 

the right hand of God (Acts 2:33). 
 
Most of us live where the widow lived, in the sense of our “position” in the church and society, the extent 

of our possessions and wealth. This is often used against us by those grasping for power and domination over us 
and consumed with selfish ambition. Thus, we experience their contempt, arrogance, and cruelty. 

 
But we don’t have to accept that. We can remember who we are in Christ and be glad. We will exalt his 

name together, we will seek the Lord and He will deliver us from all our fears; we will look to Him and be radiant, 
and never be ashamed. The Lord is near to the broken hearted and saves the crushed in spirit (Psalm 34). 

1 Samuel 2:27-36; Psalms 34, 83; Acts 2:22-36 
 
Friday, June 18  
 
Acts 2:37-47 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they partook of 
food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. (vv.46-47a) 

 
This Scripture reminds me, again and again, of the title of Francis Schaefer’s book How Should We Then 

Live? 
 
On a day to day basis we have fellowship with God in our quiet time and as we “check in with Him” 

throughout the day. This is the foundation of the way “we should then live” I believe. It allows the Lord to guide 
us as we live in loving relationship with our families (or close friends if we have no family) and go about our 
daily work. 

 
Wrapped around all this is our coming together within the body of Christ, the church. We worship the 

Lord together, eat together from time to time, learn together in Bible studies and prayer groups, call on each other 
in the inevitable difficult times or seek God’s wisdom through each other in times of decision, and are accountable 
to and for one other as we grow in His grace together. 



7 
 

1 Samuel 3:1-21; Psalm 88; Luke 21:5-19 
 
Saturday, June 19 
 
John 3:22-30 “Therefore this joy of mine is now full. He must increase, but I must decrease.” (vv.29b-30) 

 
Whenever I read this Scripture I am always reminded of the times when we are privileged to introduce 

Christ to someone, or just say something that rekindles their faith in God. It would be so easy to “take credit” for 
it, brag about it, or indulge in just a hint of superiority that we did it. At the point the seed has been sown, I must 
withdraw and let God take over. Other than to encourage, our only task is to pray. 

 
I recall a story I heard many years ago related by a Welsh pastor. He said he took his little boy to London 

and they went to Buckingham Palace and waited, and waited, to see Queen Elizabeth come out. Finally, she came 
out and he watched his little boy’s eyes fill with wonder and pleasure. But the father didn’t look at the Queen, his 
joy was in seeing his little boy seeing the Queen. 

 
May our joy be in seeing our brother or sister seeing, and knowing, our Savior, Jesus. 

1 Samuel 4:1b-11; Psalms 87, 90; Acts 4:32—5:11; Luke 21:20-28 
 

by Tali Anderson 
Sunday, June 20 
 
James 1:1-18 My brethren, count it all joy when you all in various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces patience. (vv.2-3 NKJV) 

 
The New King James study Bible tells me trials are outward circumstances—conflicts, sufferings, and 

troubles—encountered by all believers. Trials are not pleasant and may be extremely grievous, but believers are 
to consider them as opportunities for rejoicing. Troubles and difficulties are a tool which refines and purifies our 
faith, producing patience and endurance. 

 
What does all this mean? Are we supposed to want trials? This Scripture and others tell us Christians will 

suffer trials, but where does it say we should want them? Nearly every one of us suffered some sort of trial during 
the past year and a half of the pandemic. I, like many others, were already going through trials when the order 
came to isolate at home. 

 
I once believed if I was a Christian, my life would be sunshine and roses. I soon found out differently. If 

I can give thanks for the good and the bad, I’m halfway up the mountain. Thanks be to God. 
1 Samuel 4:12-22; Psalms 66, 67; Matthew 19:23-30 

 
Monday, June 21 
 
Luke 21:29-36 “Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that 
will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (v.36) 

 
The end times may not come to pass for a long time; but lately, I’m asking myself, “Am I ready?” I feel 

as if there’s a crack in my soul, and I no longer know how to fill it. Months of isolation played havoc with my 
mind and body. Anger sometimes fills me and rises like steam from the tea kettle and I don’t know why. With no 
one to yell at, my short temper fills me as I hold the words in. As the abyss grows wider, I fight to close the gap. 
Where are you God? I know you’re there, walking beside me, even when I’m not going anywhere. But…where 
are you. God? Satan comes like a thief in the night, stealing my joy. Jesus told his disciples to watch and pray. 
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The last couple years have brought me one health problem after another, along with unbearable pain. A 
friend recently told me I’m one of the strongest persons she knows and very humble. Am I? Will I be ready? 

1 Samuel 5:1-12; Psalm 89:1-18; Acts 5:12-26 
 
Tuesday, June 22 
 
Psalm 100 Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands! Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before His 
presence with singing. Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us and not we ourselves; We are 
His people and the sheep of His pasture. (vv.1-3) 

 
Joyce, a member of our small congregation, greets each person who comes through the door with smiles 

and bear hugs. Throughout the months our church shut down due to the pandemic, I’ve wondered how she 
survived not able to hug her friends due to social distancing. 

 
I periodically receive text messages from her containing the lyrics of hymns. She calls them “Song of the 

day.” “I can’t even walk without you holding my hand, the mountains too high and the river’s too wide. Down 
on my knees I learned to stand, because I can’t even walk without you holding my hand.” “Nearer my God to 
thee, nearer to thee.” “I have decided to follow Jesus, no turning back, no turning back.” “Spirit of the living God, 
fall afresh on me, mold me, use me, fill me…Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.” 

 
 
What a blessing this Godly woman of faith is to us who receive her message through the lyrics of song. 

When she couldn’t hug, she found another way to show she cares. 
1 Samuel 6:1-16; Psalms 97, 99; Acts 5:27-42; Luke 21:37—22:13 

 
Wednesday, June 23 
 
Psalm 101 I will sing of mercy and justice; To You, O LORD, I will sing praises. I will behave wisely in a perfect 
way. Oh, when will You come to me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. (vv.1-2) 

 
Six years ago, I began to give individual sewing lessons in my home studio. Two girls started taking 

lessons in the same month. For more than five years they came every week for an hour lesson. When they started 
at the ages of 10 and 12 years, they didn’t even know how to turn on a sewing machine. They made such progress 
it gave me reason to be proud of their accomplishments. Over the years, some students continued, and some 
didn’t. 

 
We’re now at the beginning of a new school year, different than any other year in the past. Just as teachers 

taught at the end of the last school year, I, too, found it necessary to teach sewing virtually. This became part of 
the new normal. I continue to search for ways to teach sewing other than hands-on. At this time, I’ve only four 
students—three young girls and one adult. 

 
I pray I’ll be remembered as a woman of integrity, one who keeps her word and doesn’t give up when the 

going gets tough. 
1 Samuel 7:2-17; Psalm 109; Acts 6:1-15; Luke 22:14-23 

 
Thursday, June 24 
 
Psalm 105:1-22 He is the LORD our God; His judgments are in all the earth. He remembers His covenant forever, 
The word which He commanded, for a thousand generations, The covenant which He made with Abraham. (vv.7-
9a) 
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Just as in the days of the Old Testament, we sometimes need to remind ourselves of God’s promise to 

Abraham. The people needed to remember to be faithful to God, just as we do. God has never forgotten to be 
faithful to us. God is good and He loves us. 

 
In the past months I found myself asking, “Where are you, God? I can’t see you. I can’t feel you. I can’t 

pray.” It’s then the Holy Spirit steps in and offers prayers to God on my behalf. When I’m overwhelmed with all 
that’s happening in the world and my own life of pain, isolation, and medical bills, the Holy Spirit steps in. When 
I wonder why I’m being punished and I want to give up, it’s then the Holy Spirit shows me the way back and 
reminds me God has not forgotten His promise to me: “I will never leave you.” 

1 Samuel 8:1-22; Acts 6:15—7:16; Luke 22:24-30 
 
Friday, June 25 
 
Luke 22:31-38 Then He said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny three 
times that you know Me.” (v.34) 

 
I was talking to my friend in California when a rooster crowed so loudly that I pictured this fine feathered 

chicken sitting on her lap. Knowing this was silly, I then thought it the ring tone on another phone. Having grown 
up in the country, I’m familiar with the rooster’s crow. However, the roosters I’m familiar with crowed at dawn. 
I soon found out the rooster with the loud voice belonged to a neighbor. 

 
Have you ever heard a rooster crow without thinking of Peter and his denial of Jesus? Peter professed his 

devotion to Jesus, telling him he would lay down his own life for him. In John 13:38, Jesus tells him, “the rooster 
shall not crow until you have denied Me three times.” Mark 14:30 says, “today, even this night, before the rooster 
crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” And, “Assuredly, I say to you that this night, before the rooster 
crows, you will deny Me three times” (Matthew 26:34). 

 
If you know this story, you also know the rest of the story (see Luke 22:54-62). 

1 Samuel 9:1-14; Psalm 102; Acts 7:17-29 
 
Saturday, June 26 
 
Psalm 108 O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and give praise, even with my glory. Awake, lute and harp! I 
will awaken the dawn. I will praise You, O LORD, among the peoples, And I will sing praises to You among the 
nations. For Your mercy is great above the heavens, And Your truth reaches to the clouds. (vv.1-4) 

 
What a gift it is to be able to play a musical instrument to praise the Lord. Unfortunately, I’m not musically 

talented, even though my Mom tried her best to teach me. I grew up in a musically talented family. Mom played 
the piano and drums while Dad played the tenor saxophone. My siblings played whatever instrument interested 
them at the time. This was our Saturday night entertainment and I was expected to stand by the piano and sing. 
When my Dad was young, he played at the famous Coconut Grove during the Big Band Era for a short time 
before joining the Navy during World War II. 

 
When Mom and Dad made their parting journey, I couldn’t bear to part with my Mom’s piano. Over the 

years, I moved the old 800-pound upright at least four times before having to part with it. Every once in a while, 
I would take out the old hymnals from the box of ancient sheet music and pick out the songs with my right hand. 
A not too perfect offering to God. 

1 Samuel 9:15—10:1; Psalm 107:33-43; Acts 7:30-43; Luke 22:39-51 
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by Shirley J. Conley 
Sunday, June 27 
 
Psalms 118 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love endures forever. (v.1 NIV) 

 
I tend to overthink things. This is a Scripture verse that I just need to embrace at face value. We do this 

because it is an important part of our walk with the Lord. 
 
Father, I thank You for the remarkable gift of Your Son Jesus and the Holy Spirit. I thank You for Your 

sovereignty. I thank You that by knowing You and trusting my life to You, I will know Your love forever and 
ever. Not just here on this earth, but my heart will be embraced and secure in Your goodness and love that endures 
forever. I thank You that You are a good, good Father who graciously shares Your mercy, wisdom, and creativity. 

 
1 Samuel 10:1-16; Romans 4:13-25; Matthew 21:23-32 

 
Monday, June 28 
 
Psalm 106:1-18 But they soon forgot what he had done and did not wait for his plan to unfold. (v.13) 

 
I am reminded of a time recently when we were at the beginning of the Covid stay at home requirements. 

It was Maundy Thursday and we were having the service online. The church was meeting on Zoom! I had signed 
up to read during the service and I needed an extra Book of Common Prayer. I went to the church to pick one up, 
as there were some extras left out on the front porch of the Sanctuary. As I walked up to the church, I saw the 
signs on the door: “Public Worship Is Cancelled Until Further Notice. Please join us at…” My heart sank as I was 
filled with the reality and severity of the situation. I felt overwhelmed with sadness and I basically freaked out for 
a minute or two. How soon we forget the great and mighty God we serve! I paused and stood on the steps and 
took a few minutes to breathe and ask God to pull me together. Soon enough, I was feeling joy about the fact that 
the body of Christ is still worshipping with one another and we don’t have to all be together for this season of 
time. I went on my way and worshipped together with friends in faith on Zoom. Thanks be to God. 

1 Samuel 10:17-27; Acts 7:44—8:1a; Luke 22:52-62 
 
Tuesday, June 29 
 
Psalm 121 My help cometh from the LORD, who made heaven and earth! (v.2 NLT) 

 
He made heaven and earth yet presented His only Son to us in a humble manger. He uses meekness and 

greatness creatively and interchangeably like no other. 
 
As I write this, I am staying in a cabin on Lake Watauga in the mountains of East Tennessee where I grew 

up. It’s a stunning view of this huge lake resting at the foot of the mountains. As I take a morning walk, I spy a 
small boat at the end of the dock facing outward. It has the name “Little Tug” on the side and it has the appearance 
of a traditional tugboat from a story book I read as a kid. It is very old looking and is seasoned with dents and rust 
all over the body. It looks worn out from a life of hard work. I think about how often God uses meekness or the 
least likely person or situation to fulfill His plan. How odd it is for this old and worn out little boat to maneuver 
and aid the large vessels of the lake and pull them to safety. Our help comes from the Lord, help me to recognize 
it when He brings it in meekness or greatness. 

1 Samuel 11:1-15; Psalms 120, 122, 123; Acts 8:1-13; Luke 22:63-71 
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Wednesday, June 30 
 
Acts 8:14-25 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because 
the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
(vv.15-16 NIV) 

 
In Sunday school as a kid, the curriculum didn’t offer many teachings about the Holy Spirit. In fact, the 

Sunday school teacher called him the Holy Ghost (not an appealing name to a second grader). I grew up loving 
God the Father and His sovereignty and Jesus Christ His Son who saved me, but I did not grasp the Holy Spirit 
at all. Later in life, as a young adult, I learned and was embraced by the power of the comforter who indwells in 
all of us who receive Christ as our Savior. Years later and by the filling of the Holy Spirit, I am enjoying what 
the Bible calls a new creation inside me. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit wants to bring us 
all into a more abundant life! 

1 Samuel 12:1-6, 16-25; Psalm 119:145-176; Luke 23:1-12 
 
Thursday, July 1 
 
Psalm 131 LORD, my heart is not proud; my eyes are not haughty. I don’t concern myself with matters too great 
nor too awesome for me to grasp. (v.1 NLT) 

 
There are wars of emotions, wars on relationships, wars on finances, and generally wars on our well-being 

going on all around us. On the days that my wife Lisa and I humble ourselves in prayer before the Lord, everything 
changes; not necessarily the circumstances but the attitude of the day. The beautiful reality that my wife and I 
have experienced as we pray is like that song, “He’s got the whole world in His hands.” It isn’t natural to hand 
everything over to the Lord, but when I realize the relief from standing together and giving God the matters too 
great and awesome for me to grasp, I am also reminded of a verse in a song by Twila Paris: “Deep inside this 
armor, the warrior is a child.” Child-like faith can take the edge off the toughest of challenges. 

1 Samuel 13:5-18; Psalms 132, 133; Acts 8:26-40; Luke 23:13-25 
 
Friday, July 2 
 
1 Samuel 13:19—14:15 “Perhaps the LORD will help us, for nothing can hinder the LORD. He can win a battle 
whether he has many warriors or only a few!” (v.6b) 

 
I have a good friend and we attend a men’s Bible study together. He is the greatest example of a prayerful 

warrior of faith. He has been disabled from birth in the body, but at the same time powerfully alive in his soul 
and spirit. He was raised in a foster home, and essentially everyone in his life turned their backs on him. My 
friend has walked hand in hand with the Lord, allowing him to reign in his life and win his battles. He never 
complains, he is the first to forgive, he is not bitter, he is wise, and his inner strength is nothing short of heavenly. 
The Lord helps my friend and he will help you and I no matter the odds. 

Psalms 140, 142; Acts 9:1-9; Luke 23:26-31 
 
Saturday, July 3 
 
Luke 23:32-43 But the other one rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, since you re under the same 
judgment? We are punished justly, for we are receiving what our actions deserve. But this man has done nothing 
wrong.” (vv.40-41 NKJV) 
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Most of us know this part of the story. Yet, as I think about the two criminals’ conversation, I see the stark 
reality of choices presented. One confesses his guilt, his need for a savior. The other is wrapped up in the anger 
of his situation, doesn’t acknowledge his sins or responsibility for what he has done, and trash talks Jesus. One 
chooses Jesus and the other doesn’t—but he could have! “Two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the 
other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill: one will be taken and the other left” (Matthew 24:40-
41). 

1 Samuel 14:16-30; Psalms 137, 144; Acts 9:10-19a; Luke 23:32-43 
 

by Lisa and Charlie Clayton III 
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