
 

 

This year’s midweek Lenten Services began on Ash Wednesday,         
February 26th, and they will continue through the month of March 
and end on Wednesday, April 1st.  We hope that you plan to be present 
at each of these six special Wednesday night services. Our Lenten 
Theme is: “The Only Way is Jesus”. 
 

Services each week combine the elements of meditative prayer, story-
telling, and song. Our theme invites us to see the many ways that        
Jesus is the Answer to God's plan and purpose for us. The young        
children are encouraged to collect the visual object of the week and the 
included devotional will help lead family discussion.  (Read more 
about Children’s Ministry’s exciting plans for Lent on Page 3 of this 
issue.) 
 

Please plan to come early to church on these Wednesday nights and 
enjoy soup, salad, bread, dessert and, best of all, fellowship before the 

services.  Meals will be served 
from 5:30—6:30 pm. 
 
On Maundy Thursday, April 
9th, we will celebrate a           
Seder/Lord’s Supper event.  On 
Good Friday, April 10th, we will 
consider the passion of our 
Lord and offer a  special collec-
tion of objects for our young (in 
age and in heart) people. 
 

 

 
We return to Daylight Saving Time at 
2:00 am on Sunday, March 8.   
 
Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead on 
Saturday night, March 7, before going 
to bed. 
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In case you missed it! 
 

An excerpt from February 9th’s 
Installation Service follows: 
 
Pastor Brodie Taphorn (Chair 
of the Board of Trustees for the 
LCMC) declared: 

“Timothy Sternberg, I install 
you as Pastor of St. Paul’s        
Lutheran Church, Maumee, 
Ohio, in the Name of the         
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
“Now may the God of peace 
who brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, by the 
blood of the eternal covenant, 
equip you with everything good 
that you may do His will, work-
ing in us that which is pleasing 
in His sight, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be glory                
forever and ever. Amen.” 

Pastor Tim is      

installed 

Lenten services continue                

through March 

Don’t be late for church! 
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Thinking about Lent. 
 
In my past days, when I was in theater and in choir and also in karate, there was a custom of adding extra 
sessions/practices in the weeks leading up to a performance. These extra periods made the difference be-
tween a decent performance and an excellent showing. (I had done performances before without the extra 
work but those were never so memorable and excellent as those done with them.) 
 
I’ve always thought of Lent like those extra sessions. Sure, you could do Palm Sunday and Easter without 
Wednesday midweek services, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday. But even as a child I could tell the differ-
ence between the years with the extra services and those without. 
 
The past years with Lent services are the years that my soul has felt extra deeply grounded in God’s love for 
me. Those were the years when the crucifixion was terrible for my conscience and I was sickened over my sin. 
Wednesdays were when I found I could meditate and pray in a special way - even if my prayers didn’t exactly 

match the pastor’s message. God’s Spirit moved 
through his people as we met in his house. We 
pondered the need for the death of Jesus; we      
admitted our cancerous sins; we hoped for a joyful 
shalom and in a powerful resurrection.  
 
It would be a blessing to have everyone think of 
Lent in this way. And here are two Bible passages 
to bookend this perspective. First, “Grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior     
Jesus Christ. Glory be to him now and forever! 
Amen.” (2 Peter 3.18) We follow this counsel from 
Peter by committing to the extra services of Lent. 
Second, your pastors - following the example of the 
apostle Paul - are committed to you in this way: 
“We labor to present everyone mature in Christ, 
striving with the strength of Christ that works 

powerfully in us.” (from Colossians 1.28-29) Our pastoral goals for Lent are to preach Christ crucified, grow 
God’s people in love for him, and encourage good works to all.  
 
May all glory be to Jesus, who in bitter pains, poured for me the lifeblood from his sacred veins! And all of 
God’s people said, “Amen!” 

March message from Pastor Tim 

 
If you would like to purchase an Easter lily to beautify the sanctuary this Easter season, 
you may give the church office (419-893-0205) a call before Monday, March 16.  The 
cost of each lily is $8.50. 
 
The plants may be given in memory of or in honor of a loved one or to the glory of God.  
The plants are then yours to take home and enjoy after the 10:00 am Easter service. 

Easter lilies on sale until March 16 
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All five Sundays in March (the 
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th)  are 
open on our Altar  Flower     
calendar.  If you are  interested 
in placing flowers on the altar 
on any of those dates, please 
call Becky, in the church office   
(419-893-0205).   
 

As a reminder, the  cost is 
$20.00. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Ladies of all ages are invited to 
meet at La Fiesta, on Conant 
Street, across from the Maumee 
Meijer, on Thursday, March 19, 
at 11:30 am OR at 6:00 pm to  
enjoy good food and good   
company together.   
 
Invite a friend and join us this 
month! 

 

The season of Lent is here and 
we have some exciting plans to 
engage our kids during the 
Soup Suppers and the Wednes-
day Evening Services.  The 
Middle School Youth group has 
graciously volunteered to lead 
games and activities during the 
Soup Supper (6:00-6:45 pm) 
for the younger kids.  Games 
and activities will be available 
in the fellowship hall and the 
classroom with conjoining 
doors to the fellowship hall. 
This will keep the kids in view 
of their parents, but also give 
them a chance to have some fun 
and fellowship with others.  
 

The  Wednesday Night Services  
have  also  been  planned  with 
children in  mind.  The kids  
will be asked  to sit  up front  to 
hear  the  weekly  Bible story  
and will receive  a special  
treasure  to take home  each 
service  that relates  to  the 
teaching. You and your family  
won't want to miss this special 
Lenten Season.  Join us every        
Wednesday through April 1st. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Wherever you go,                              
no matter what the weather, 

always bring                                   
your own sunshine.” 

 

—Anthony J. D’Angelo 

 
Though the date of Easter varies, the majority of the Lenten season 
occurs during March. In fact, the word Lent comes from the Anglo-
Saxon words lenctentid (meaning “March”) and lencten (meaning 
“spring”). 
 
The first reference to Lent dates back to 325 AD, in one of the 20 can-
ons decreed at the council of Nicaea. By the eighth century, Christians 
started observing Lent, and a 10th-century monk named Aelfric con-
nected the use of ashes and “the Lenten fast” to the pre-Easter period. 
 
Lent lasts 40 days to represent Jesus’ time in the wilderness, when he 
was tempted by the devil. The six Sundays that occur between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter Sunday aren’t counted as part of Lent; instead, 
as the traditional day of worship, they’re considered “mini-Easters.”  

A Lenten history lesson 

Children’s              

Ministry news 

Ladies, join us 

at La Fiesta in 

March    

March altar 

flower dates 

are open 
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“For who is God besides the LORD? 

And who is the Rock except our God?”  PS 18:31 
 

I’m feeling especially blessed right now having been invited to stay on in service to our awesome God — He 
who has blessed each of us so richly. It’s easy to take those good things for granted — those provisions and 
special allowances that occur; which we know—God was behind that! 
 
There is so much negativity in our culture right now that, if we don’t remain purposeful, almost every mo-
ment of every day, fully focused and engaged in who we are and whose we are, as Jesus followers, any one of 
us can potentially fall away, or become numb to needs, or lackadaisical. 
 
These present days, we far too easily can get sucked into the whirlwinds that the Evil One is so good at     
creating. Sometimes I’m asking early on in the day: “Lord, why are you allowing ‘such and such’ to go on; or, 
to continue when, Heavenly Father, you could choose to snuff out all the evil, all the suffering in a             
moment?” I ask this while, at the same time, knowing better. 
 
But when your last child leaves the nest, waves, honks the horn and drives away to school, to a new “family” 
and soon after, to a marriage and a new life, my home seems suddenly too empty and too quiet. Or, when 
the new baby arrives—yours, or perhaps as a grandparent—wow! The demands are far more than one could 
have anticipated, or remembered going through, prior. 
 
Or, maybe you got a phone call recently which you had never dreamt you would ever get. The doc says, “I’m 
sorry, there’s nothing more we can do.” Or, “There’s nothing more we could have done.”  Maybe for you, it’s 
been a little different but every bit as overwhelming… 
 
It’s been about three weeks now since the funeral and everyone ap-
pears to have gone back to their normal life routines. That is, except 
for you. All of a sudden a rush of emotions overwhelms you and you 
have a cry, unlike any other you have ever had. And you are worried 
sick—“What’s next for me? How will I ever get through this?”  
 
Or, similarly, just as traumatic in a different way, the head nurse 
says “Welcome to your new home” after you’ve lived independently 
for 80 plus years. Perhaps your son or daughter, your primary care-
giver for the last many years is there…and hears these same words. 
What do they really mean for you? Author George Mueller wrote:  
 

Just in proportion in which we believe that God will do just 
what He has said, is our faith strong or weak. Faith has 
nothing to do with feelings, or with impressions, with im-
probabilities, or with outward appearances. If we desire to 
couple them with faith, then we are no longer resting on the 
Word of God because faith needs nothing of the kind. Faith 
rests on the naked Word of God. When we take Him at His 
Word the heart is at peace…Trials are the food of faith. 
 

Mueller wisely steers us toward what will best maintain and sustain you and me—God’s Word and promises. 
Whatever it is  that  troubles you,  God has the wisdom,  the plan, and the promise(s) to see you through.  To 
   

Continues on Page 5, Column 1... 

Health Matters 
 

Paul Doerfler, Pastor of Congregational Care 



 

 

March, 2020                                                                                                             The Communicator, Page 5 

Health Matters 
(Continued from Page 4) 
 
the very end of your travails. 
Seek those answers out—
directly in Word, through        
prayer, or via another person of 
faith in Christ Jesus. May I 
leave you with this bit of His 
Word to ponder the weeks 
ahead, as you lean anew into 
Him and are blessed again by 
Him: 

16 I pray that out of his 
glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with 
power through his  
Spirit in your inner          
being, 17 so that Christ 
may dwell in your 
hearts through faith. 
And I pray that you,  
being rooted and estab-
lished in love, 18 may 
have power, together 
with all the Lord’s holy 
people, to grasp how 
wide and long and high 
and deep is the love of 
Christ… EPH 3:16-18 

 

 

“For behold, the winter is past; the rain is over and gone.  The flowers appear on the earth, the 
time of singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land. ”  (Song of Solomon 2:11-12)  

 
Almighty God, King of Creation: 
 

Thank you for Springtime.  It’s a time of change and renewal.  May the sunlight, warmth, 
and the rain be reminders for us that You are at work renewing the earth.  
 
As a God of renewal, You are ever at work in our lives, too.  Open our eyes and lives to 
any needed changes in our lives this Spring. Awaken us to new life and, if needed, a new 
outlook, and we pray this in Jesus’ name. 
 
Amen. 

March Prayer Focus:  Spring 

  
Please call the church office 
(419-893-0205) if you or a  

f a m i l y 
memb er 
are (or 
a r e 
s c h e d -
uled to 
be) hos-
pitalized, 
have re-

cently moved to an assisted  
living facility or nursing home, 
become a shut-in, desire home 
communion or would appreci-
ate a home visit due to health 
problems.  
 

Hospitals and care facilities no 
longer provide us with this   
information and it’s important 
so that our pastors, prayer 
groups, and congregation are 
able to provide the  necessary 
spiritual support when and 
where it is needed. 

  
For most of us, the great danger 
is not that we will renounce our 
faith. It is that we will become 
so distracted and rushed and 
preoccupied that we will settle 
for a mediocre version of it. We 
will just skim our lives instead 
of actually living them. 

 
—John Ortberg, 

The Life You’ve Always Wanted 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 

“May you have 
warm words 

on a cold           
evening, 

a full moon on 
a dark night, 

and the road downhill all 
the way to your door.” 

 
—Irish blessing  

A reminder to 

all to give us a 

call 

Don’t settle 
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So you've been hearing about Small Groups for a couple of months, and you probably have some really good 
questions. Let's see if I can answer a few of the most FAQ's! 
 

What is this 'Small Group' thing?  
The small group thing is a way to enhance what is already happening on a small scale at St. Paul’s. It is a 
way to complete the missing piece of the triangle of the church which is: 

Worship - Ministries - Small Groups  
It is a way, and probably the best way, to engage the wandering generations which have a sense of spirituali-
ty but little direction and less support. 
 

Is Small Group the official name? 
It certainly can be. 'Journey Group' fits the purpose and focus of 
this better because we are all on a journey together of growing in 
faith and love for Jesus and one another.  
 

What happens in a Journey Group? 
Great question! Each journey group gathering has 4 simple 
parts. (1) meeting at someone's home. (2) Eating together; 
snacks or a meal, it doesn't matter. (3) Watching a video togeth-
er. All curriculum is provided. (4) Prayer. Sharing what is on our 
hearts and bringing all to the throne of our awesome God! 
 

I want to be a part of this? What do I do? 
This is wonderful!! You are listening to the voice of God's Spirit at work in you! The first step is to pray about 
being either the Journey Group Director or a Host. (More on that below.) With these servants of Jesus identi-
fied, we move, together, forward. 
 

What is a Journey Group Director? 
The JGD is the person who coordinates the journey groups. Are you this person? Do you know someone who 
might be? We need you to bring them forward both in prayer and in person!! The JGD is a person who is: 

 walking in God's Spirit 

 loves to encourage others 

 has a passion to disciple others 

 has administrative skills 

 partners well with people who have other skills and strengths 

 believes whole heartily in how journey groups strengthen God's people and invite the wandering into 
 a relationship with Jesus. 
 

What is a Host? 
A host is a person who has the spiritual gift of hospitality and will welcome a small number of people (2 - 10) 
to their home. The host might provide some snacks or welcome others to bring something. A host can press 
play on a video. A host is willing to host for 8 weeks and then have the group decide about future fellowships. 
All in all, a host is a person(s) with a gentle spirit, who loves Jesus and others, and wants to journey and grow 
in a small group! 
 

More questions? Great! Send them in or ask me (Pastor Tim) in person. Together we move forward in Joy 
under the Name of Jesus to love God and others.  

 Pray about being a                                                                    

Small Group Director or Host 
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OUR MISSION: 

Providing local outreach 

opportunities for individuals 

by caring for the needs of 

others. 
 

Outreach M.A.T. Co-Directors:  
Sue Schad, Teri Henry, Beth 
Heisey and St. Paul’s congrega-
tion. 
 
Check out the slides, weekly 
bulletin, weekly email, and the 
monthly Communicator for 
news on ministries that are 
happening at St. Paul’s and how 
you can help!  You CAN make a 
difference! 
 
 

Outreach MAT 
Ministry Assistance 
Extension Number   

The voicemail extension for all 
Outreach Board ministry assis-
tance is extension 220. Call the 
church number (419-893-
0205) then dial 220.  The Out-
reach MAT schedules food pan-
try appointments as well as 
providing monetary assistance 
with rent, utilities, and other 
needs.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Put this on your calendar! 
 
Women’s Retreat 
 
 Our Lady of the Pines           

Retreat Center 
 Friday, August 21—Sunday, 

August 23 
 

Continues from Column 1 

 
Prayer Corner 
Many of you have noticed the 
special area in the back corner 
of the sanctuary where there 
are pull-out folding doors, 
chairs, and a small fountain.  
Our Prayer Corner is reserved 
for folks in need of prayer or 
who wish to have a quiet, pri-
vate area for individual prayer 
before or after each worship 
service. 
 
Lenten Secret Prayer  
Partners 
Intercessory prayer (prayer for 
others) is one of the greatest 
gifts the Father has given us. 
Praying for others is like touch-
ing the person with one hand 
and touching God’s hand with 
the other.  You become the 
means to bless the person for 
whom you are praying.   
  

In Feb-
r u a r y , 
w e 
p i c k e d 
up a 
card of 
someone in our church family 
to pray for during Lent. Re-
member to KEEP IT A SE-
CRET! During Holy Week 
(Sunday, April 5 – Friday, April 
10th), make or send a card (NO 
TEXTS OR PHONE CALLS, 
please) to  your  prayer  partner 
revealing your identity and any 
other message you would like to 
share. 
 
Easter Holiday Baskets 
(Saturday, April 4) 
Easter is approaching quickly 
and the Outreach MAT is think-
ing about Easter Holiday          
baskets which will be distribut-
ed on Saturday, April 4th.  We 
need  food picker-uppers   from   

Continues from Column 2 

 
Meijer, on Conant Street, in 
Maumee, at 7:30 am, food sort-
ers at church at 8:15, basket 
deliverers at 8:00 for families 
without transportation, and 
helpers to get the baskets to 
cars as the families come.  We 
should be done about 11:00 am.  
If you can help with any of 
these, come and join us that 
Saturday and jump into the 
“organized chaos” of doing bas-
kets.  It is a fun way to spend a 
Saturday morning!  Contact 
Sue Schad (sooz@bex.net) es-
pecially if you can pick up food 
or deliver baskets. 
 
Easter Lilies 
(Good Friday, April 10) 
Every year, the Outreach MAT 
delivers Easter lilies to the local 
families of members who have 
gone Home since last Easter, 
whose funerals were done at St. 
Paul’s.  Giving an Easter lily in 
memory of a loved one who has 
died this past year is a small 
way for us to let grieving fami-
lies know we care and remem-
ber their loss, too.  If you would 
like to help deliver several lilies 
to these local families on Good 
Friday, April 10th, please con-
tact Sue Schad by Sunday, 
March 29th.  This ministry 
would only take a couple hours 
of your time.  We would LOVE 
to have your help. 
 
God’s Storehouse 
God’s Storehouse is St. Paul’s 
food pantry and has been in 
existence for at least 30 years.  
The downstairs pantry serves 
families and individuals from 
the 43537, 43551, 43609 and 
43614 zip codes.  Struggling 
families and individuals can 
schedule   an   appointment    to 
 

(Continues on Page 8) 

News from the 

Outreach 

M.A.T. 

“Showing God’s 

Love Through You” 
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Outreach M.A.T. News 
Continued from Page 7, Column 3 
 
shop at the pantry every 30 days by calling the Outreach Assistance Line (419-893-0205, ext. 220) and leav-
ing a message.  Calls are returned to make appointments on Saturdays, between 5:00 pm and 7;00 pm.  Each  
half-hour appointment is scheduled on either Sunday afternoon, Monday morning, or Thursday morning. 
 
Salem Lutheran AGAPE Meals 
The Outreach Mat has joined with the LCR MAT to provide and serve meals to the 
struggling families from the neighborhood surrounding Salem Lutheran (Huron, 
Summit, Lagrange area).    Our next date at Salem is Tuesday, March 24, from 4:30 
– 6:30 pm.  Sign up is near the nursery. Leaving the church parking lot at 4:30 pm, 
the return usually is about 6:30 pm.  
               
Halos of Hope (chemo caps) 
Many thanks to the ladies who are knitting and crocheting chemo caps for this ministry.  We have made over 
3,000 CAPS since this ministry started!  We are making a DIFFERENCE!  Want to use those knitting or cro-
cheting skills? Have a few minutes at night while watching TV or listening to music? Are you eager to connect 
to a ministry that helps others?  If you would like to use your gift for individuals who are undergoing treat-
ment for cancer, please contact Sue Schad for more information about this exciting opportunity to make a 
difference. 
 
God’s Storehouse (St. Paul’s food pantry) 
God’s Storehouse, our food pantry, is St. Paul Lutheran’s “hand up” for families in the area who are struggling 
to make ends meet in these difficult times.  

 

God’s Storehouse March’s list:  canned tuna, canned chicken, canned pasta (like beefaroni),  
Hamburger and Tuna Helper, diced tomatoes, strawberry jelly, dill pickles, canned veggies like 
waxed beans or green beans, and beets, tomato sauce, oatmeal (packaged instant), canned Spam, 
mayonnaise, toilet paper, dish soap, paper towels,  laundry detergent,  Kleenex, shampoo, bar soap 

 
If you are shopping and think of it, buy two and donate one to God’s Storehouse.  We thank you, in advance, 
for your generosity!  Please place your donations in the wooden bins back by the coat racks in the Gathering 
Space/narthex. 
 
The Outreach MAT would like to thank the anonymous St. Paul’s members who are continual-
ly contributing items, monetary gifts, or time for our ministries.  We are so honored to be the 
“visible” face of St. Paul’s for the local families we help, but we would like to express our grati-
tude to all of you who are  always helping out without any kind of recognition. 
 

 
 
 

The King will reply, “I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for one of the least of  those brothers and sisters of mine, you did for Me.”  (MT 25:40) 

 

Millions in developing nations lack access to basic eye care  services.  The Lions Club has 
recognized the urgent need for corrective lenses and continues to lend their  support.   
 

If you have old eye glasses that  you are no longer using, please bring them to the church, 
drop them off in the basket on the counter by the Outreach Board and we will recycle 
them through the Lion’s Club.    Questions?  Contact Gary Langenderfer. 

Your old glasses can give new life 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Dear  Members of St. Paul’s, I 
would like to thank you for all 
my cards, Christmas cards, and 
for the visit from Pastor Paul.  I 
wish everyone a blessed and 
bright new year!” 
    

   ~ Betty Heidebrink 
 
“To St. Paul’s, Thank you for all 
of your well wishes.  I am heal-
ing well.  I am doing good.  It is 
one-day-at-a-time.  I have a lot 
of faith that this will work for 
me.  I am looking for the day I 
am pain-free.  Thank you, 
again, God bless you all.”  

  ~ Diane Debien 
 
 

 

Thank you to ALL of the volun-
teers who have helped out with 
the monthly Mosaic dinners.  I 
truly appreciate all of your help 
and kindness.  We have been 
blessed to be able to serve ap-
proximately 150 meals so far 
this year.  We serve dinner on 
the second Tuesday of every 
month and our next meal is 
March 10th.  If you’d like to 
help prep, transport, serve or 
clean up afterward, there is a 
sign-up sheet in the Gathering 
Space with all of the times and 
details.  Everyone is welcome 
and, again, thank you so much! 

 
Teri Henry and the Outreach 

and L C.R. M.A.T.s 
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Lent is a time for restoring balance to our lives. The Eski-
mos practice balance as they venture into freezing Arctic 
waters in little boats. If you’ve ever paddled a kayak, you 
know how easy they are to tip. Thankfully, kayaks are just 
as easy to turn back upright. 
 
That isn’t a bad image for Lent — or for life as a whole. 
Whatever spiritual disciplines we adopt, if we succumb to 
temptation, it’s no biggie. One of the lessons of Lent is 
that, as long as we’re traveling light, it takes only a quick 
twist of the paddle to right us. That paddle twist might 
take the form of a quick but heartfelt prayer: “Jesus, set 
me straight again!” Or it might mean some extra time set 
aside for quiet meditation with God. Don’t get worried if 
your spiritual discipline fails now and then. Just let Jesus 
help you get upright once more, and keep paddling! 

 
—adapted from Carlos Wilton, in Homiletics 

Paddling through Lent — and life 

 

Who came to Jesus by night to 
ask him questions, and what 
famous Bible verse was part of 
Jesus’ answer? 
 
A. Martha; “I am the  
resurrection and the life …” 
 

B. Peter; “Do to others what 
you would have them do …” 
 

C. Thomas; “I am the way and 
the truth and the life …” 
 

D. Nicodemus; “For God so 
loved the world …” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Answer: D (See John 3:1-16.) 

Bible Quiz 

  
Join us for a morning of      
knitting and crocheting on    
Saturday, March 7th!   
 
Want to learn how to knit or 
crochet?  Bring an H crochet 
hook or size 8 or 9 knitting nee-
dles and 4-ply worsted yarn 
with you.   
 
Come at 9:30 to the Gathering 
Space and stay until 12:00 noon 
to learn or to sit and work on a 
continuing project.  Chat with 
friends and enjoy the conversa-
tion and a snack or two. Bring a 
snack to share, if you wish.   
 
Enjoy some time  doing some-
thing you love with good 
friends. 
 

 

Saturday 

Stitchin’ 

Notes of thanks 

received 

Thank you 

from Outreach 

& L.C.R. MATs 
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The Communicator 

is published monthly by 
 

St. Paul’s  Lutheran Church    
112 E. Wayne Street            

Maumee, Ohio  43537 
 

Ph: 419-893-0205                      
Fx: 419-893-0876 

 
Web Site: www.stpaulslive.com 

 
In the event of an emergency  

and it’s after hours, you may reach Pastor 
Paul at 419-382-5747. 

 
Office Hours:   

Mon-Fri:   8:00 am–noon & 1:00-4:30 pm 
 

———————————— 
 

Pastoral Staff: 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Sternberg 
Rev. Paul S. Doerfler 

 
———————————— 

 

Sunday Schedule: 
 

 8:00 am   Traditional Service                       
 

 9:00 am   Sunday School  
 

10:00 am   Modern Service   
 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

——————————— 
 
 

Trustees: 
 

Zack Heisey—President 
Russ Leggett—Vice President 

Erin Grieger—Treasurer 
Barb Corrello—Secretary 

 

——————————— 

 

As a reminder, the deadline for the 

Communicator is the 15th of the 

month at 8:00 am.  IF the 15th is on a 

weekend, the deadline is the following 

Monday at 8:00 am.   

Submissions for repeated printing 

must be earmarked with the specific 

publication dates.  

Editor reserves the right to edit for 

content and space. Thank you so much 

for meeting the deadline! 

In the second service (10:00 am) we have begun the practice of chang-
ing the text for Confession & Absolution on a seasonal basis (seasons 
of the church year, that is). The reason for this is to balance two            
approaches. On the one hand, some would like the text to change very 
frequently in order to keep the words fresh, relevant to the theme/
topic of the day, and help avoid any complacency that can come from 
repetition. On the other hand, some would like the text to change   
rarely if ever, preferring a memorized text to keep the focus away from 
change, broadly applicable to many situations, and avoid the              
distraction of needing to follow a new sequence of words. By             
alternating the words for Confession & Absolution just 5 times a 
church year (Christmas, Lent, Easter, 
Pentecost, Special Days like Reformation 
Sunday) we hope to achieve both a sense 
of freshness and a sense of stability.   
 

Our worship contains several items that 
change regularly and several items that 
stay the same. Our prayers, songs, and 
sermons change from week to week to 
reflect the theme/topic of the day. The 
invocation, words of institution, Lord's Prayer and the blessings stay 
the same week to week. These practices reflect the principles of Scrip-
ture which encourage us to never change the Gospel or words of the 
Bible but also encourage us to sing new songs and be creative as our 
Creator was and will always be.  
 

In all that we do, our true focus is to worship together with joy, mov-
ing forward into the awesome future that our God has ready for us.  
 

 

 

A missionary was tell-
ing a Native American 
about Christ, the Son 
of God, and how we 
gather every Sunday to 
worship our Creator. 
The man was curious 
why Christians wor-
ship together each 
week. “Does this God 
come only on Sun-
days?” he asked. 
 

How would you have 
answered? 

A word about Confession                         

and Absolution (2nd Service) 

An every 

day God              
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We believe that God is willing and able to do more than we can 
ask, think or imagine. We believe that He has positioned us to 
fulfill our calling to reach out into Maumee, Toledo, and  the  
nations with  His love.    
 
We are a Bible-based,  caring  church  family   that   desires to 
grow  in Christian faith.   As a  congregation, our most  earnest  
desire,   programming and efforts are focused toward reaching 
out to the world with the great news of salvation found in Jesus 
Christ. And we would like to reach out to you too.  
 
If you do not have a church home, and if you are searching for a 
warm, welcoming place to learn,  grow, and  invest your  time   
and   talents, please consider worshipping with us. 

 

ST. PAUL’S MISSION: 
In response to Christ’s great 
commission to share the Gospel 
with the whole world, St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church is called to 
make disciples by connecting 
the unconnected to Jesus Christ 
and together growing in full 
devotion to Him. 
 
ST. PAUL’S VISION: 
Do L.I.F.E:  Love. Inspire. For-

give. Encourage.  L.I.F.E: The 

building blocks of authentic, 

Christ-centered community. 

Who We Are Mission & 

Vision 


