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O, come, let us adore Him!
We invite you, your family and your friends to join us for worship
on Christmas Eve (see options above). The features of each service are below:
 The 3:00 pm service is a family-friendly Communion Service
and a nursery is available for ages 0-4.
 The 7:00 pm service is a family-friendly Communion Service
with candle lighting.
 The 10:30 pm service is a Communion Service with candle
lighting.
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New service for
New Year’s Eve!
We’ve added a New Year’s Eve service
to our schedule! Join with your St.
Paul’s family for worship on the last
day of 2020 and usher in 2021.
This will be a
Communion Service.

family-friendly
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December message from Pastor Tim
What a story!
What a story we will have to tell for years to come! “The year was 2020. It seemed to start out like any other

year but then . . .”
It is amazing how something so small, which started on the other side of the world, could have such major
influence on every part of our lives. The covid virus is measured at about 120 nanometers. (For perspective,
1,000,000 nanometers equals about 1/16th of an inch.) This little biological machine changed the lives of
nearly every person on the planet. It halted some economies and started others; it caused conflict and division; it separated some families while it brought others closer together.
Sound familiar? It should! We have a story similar to this one we tell every year. “The year was about 2020

years ago. For one young girl it started out like any other year but then… Well, first was a man who wanted to marry her.
Then there was the angel. Then the pregnancy. Then the hurting hearts. Then the compassion, the birth, and the
shepherds.”

It is amazing how something, well, someONE, so small, who was born on the other side of the world, could
have such major influence on every part of our lives. His life was measured at about 33 years (for perspective,
we usually live 70 or 80 years. See Psalm 90.10.) and if it wasn’t for the warning from an angel, it may have
only lasted less than 2 years. (See Matthew 2.13-16)
This human male changed the lives of every person on
the planet. His testimony and the testimony about him
has halted some economies and started others; it
caused conflict and division; it separated some families
while it brought others closer together. (See Luke 12.4953)
Our stories are powerful, especially the ones that have
changed our lives, our hearts, our minds. The Jesus
Story is the MOST powerful story. No other story
compares in terms of meaning, reach, depth,
significance, or value.
Can you tell the story? I mean REALLY tell the story
like you’d tell your 2020 story? Can you tell it with
feeling, humor, energy, and meaning? Jesus is the story
which defines all your stories. His life story shapes all of
our moments, all of our relationships, our eternal
destiny.
You probably know someone who doesn’t know the
Jesus story very well. Bring them to our story-hour at
St. Paul’s (we call it Christmas Eve services) and let
them hear the Greatest Story Ever Lived. Be the catalyst
that changes a life this December so that someone can
say, “Let me tell you about the time my friend brought
me to church to hear the Greatest Story Ever Told….”
May the Living Jesus bless you this Christmas!

December, 2020

Year-End News from
the Business Office
Contributions to St. Paul’s that are intended to be included on the
contribution statements for 2020, must be received in the Business
Office, by 10:00 am on Monday, December 28, 2020.
If you have any questions in regards to an end-of-the-year contribution
or if there are any changes to your name or address, please contact
Cindy in the office at 419 893-0205 x 205 or email her at
canaumann@saintpaulsonline.org.
2021 Offering Envelopes will be on
a table in the Gathering Space
beginning Sunday, December 6,
2020. For those worshiping in the
parking lot, we will see that your
envelopes are delivered to your
vehicle.
The envelopes are in
alphabetical
order
by
last
name. Most contributors will have
the same envelope number as 2020,
but there are a few instances where
new numbers were assigned. For this reason you are asked to NOT
USE THE NEW ENVELOPES UNTIL 2021. Please stop by and pick up
your envelopes.
As part of an effort to reduce expenses, the envelope box sets for
Electronic type contributors do not contain the regular Sunday
envelopes.
In addition, if you wish to establish an e-type contribution account for
automatic electronic contributions from your checking, savings or
credit card account, follow the GIVE link on our website
www.stpaulslive.com or contact Cindy in regards to this option.

Stay informed
Members and friends of St. Paul’s:
Please be aware that the state of Ohio's recommendations, regulations,
and mandates regarding Covid-19 change regularly. We encourage
everyone to stay informed about official Ohio government and health
policies. And however you feel comfortable and safe worshiping with
us, we at St. Paul’s remain committed to preaching and living God's
good news in Jesus our Lord, every day and every Sunday, guided by
his Spirit.
A WORSHIP NOTE:
Communion bread and wine is passed to those who come to the Lord's
Supper by an individual who has sanitized their hands. This helps
us to minimize possible cross-contamination.
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Make a note!
In the case of inclement weather on Sunday morning or at any
other time when church activities are being held, please refer
to the following policy:


Lucas County Level 3 snow
emergency: all worship and
all non-worship activities
are cancelled.



Lucas County Level 2 snow
emergency: all non-worship
activities are cancelled.
Worship will be conducted
as scheduled unless the pastor deems otherwise. Media
announcements will be
made.



Lucas County Level 1 snow
emergency: Worship will be
conducted as scheduled.
Non-worship activities will
be held unless cancelled by
the event leader. If cancelled, attempts will be
made to notify all participants.

(When media announcements
are made, we will always be
listed as “St. Paul’s Lutheran,
Maumee”.)
IF YOU
DO NOT FEEL SAFE
OUT IN THE WEATHER,
PLEASE STAY HOME.
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Health Matters
Pastor Paul Doerfler
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.
Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.”
PRO 3:5-6, NLT

I’ve As I was thinking about our season of Thanksgiving mindful of the highly unusual, even bizarre time
each of us have experienced this past year, my view gravitated toward two areas. Both involve our fortune of
having a God who loves us so much. Giving the ultimate sacrifice for us in and through His Son—Jesus.
How blessed, how thankful ought we be, for that alone?
Then, I pondered the richness we have in God’s ongoing presence being with us. His continuing offer to
walk alongside us, both now and ahead. No matter what! Can we be more blessed?
There’s a scripture that speaks most simply to me to that conjoined journey together: “Do two walk
together, unless they have agreed to meet?” AMOS 3:3. In a committed trip together, I know that
God’s eyes are on me and are always looking ahead for my welfare. It’s me that often stumbles, trips, or
might even temporarily get off the path. His Road of growing in a closer faith relationship offered to us, to
be with Him. Daily walking—side by side. You and me, regularly being able to grow in faith, and into a
closer image of Jesus’ earthly life, with the Spirit’s help.

All the while, God, reminds us to stay focused. He uses such words as these from 2 Corinthians 4:18: “So
we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on
what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” If you’re
like me, most of 2020 has had me wondering if I have
some grief-work yet to do. But that’s me—dwelling too
much on the seen.
Obviously, Covid-19 has hit home hard for some of
you. Much harder, likely, than for me. And, some of
you do indeed have some legitimate, first-hand bereavement work to deal with still, in the months, even
years ahead. Having 2 CO 4 well in balance, while still
like Jesus; who wept.
Nevertheless, no matter what your circumstances,
never forget—God knows already where you are at
and what you presently need. To the smallest of degree of needs. And He will be there throughout your
journey unto its end. He’s got your path.
You need merely focus on Him more and more. Seek
His help along your way, while remaining freely open
to the receiving of it. No matter how life circumstances may have come and continue to come add up, nor
their degree. And within all the challenges of interpreting things, God would have you remember—there
are tremendous blessings both in serving Him and
each other. As well as a wonderfully felt thanksgiving
when we allow ourselves to be helped by others.
God’s blessings be with you and all your loved ones
this Special Thanksgiving of 2020.
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Trustee
election results
The two new Trustees who were
elected at the Congregational
Gathering on November 15 are
Sue Schad and Adam Wagner.
We thank all who agreed to be
nominated and who were
willing to serve. Watch for the
date of a Commissioning
Service early next year.


Altar Flower
dates available
Three December Sundays are
available on the Altar Flower
calendar. If you are interested
in placing flowers on the altar
on December 6, 20 or 27,
please call Becky in the church
office (419-893-0205).
As a reminder, the cost is
$20.00.

Heartfelt
condolences
sent
… to Dick Knight and family (in
memory of his beloved wife,
Betty).


Notes of thanks
received
“A big thank you to the
hard-working people who contributed to the “Fall Clean-up”.
Thanks to Jim Brown, Melissa
Green, Becky Zemanski, Lynn
Gardner, and Pastor Tim.
Many hands made short work
of completing the clean-up
tasks.”
~ Cindy Naumann

Church Office
closed for the
holidays
The church office will close at
noon on Christmas Eve and will
be closed on Christmas Day. It
will close again at noon on New
Year’s Eve and be closed New
Year’s Day. The office will reopen, both weeks, at 8:00 am
the following Monday.
Our Staff wishes you and your
family a joyous Christmas and
blessings in the coming New
Year.

“Thank you for your prayers.
Life has been tough but God
has kept me going. Thanks to
all!”
~ Jeanne Lohse

December Prayer Focus: Jesus
“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! (2 Corinthians 9:15)."

Dear Heavenly Father,
This Christmas, let heaven touch earth once again with the message of
the first Christmas. Let that first Christmas message resonate around
the world bringing comfort, joy, love, hope, peace, and kindness for all
mankind.
As we take time to worship Jesus, the newborn King, open our hearts to
once again experience the wonder of the gift of Your precious Son. We
pray this in Jesus’ Name,
Amen.
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News from the
Outreach
M.A.T.
“Showing God’s
Love Through You”
OUR MISSION:
Providing local outreach
opportunities for
individuals
by caring for the needs of
others.

Outreach M.A.T. Co-Directors:
Sue Schad, Teri Henry, Beth
Heisey and St. Paul’s congregation.
Check out the slides, weekly
bulletin, weekly email, and the
monthly Communicator for
news on ministries that are
happening at St. Paul’s and how
you can help!
You CAN make a difference!
Outreach MAT
Ministry Assistance
Extension Number
The voicemail extension for all
Outreach Board ministry assistance is extension 220. Call the
church
number
(419-8930205) then dial 220. The Outreach MAT schedules food pantry appointments as well as
providing monetary assistance
with rent, utilities, and other
needs.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LOOKING AHEAD TO
DECEMBER—

Angel Tree



Christmas Holiday Baskets
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Continues from Column 1

Continues from Column 2

Prayer Corner
Many of you have noticed the
special area in the back corner
of the sanctuary where there
are pull-out folding doors,
chairs, and a small fountain.
Our Prayer Corner is reserved
for folks in need of prayer or
who wish to have a quiet, private area for individual prayer
before or after each worship
service.

Angel Tree
Calling all angels! The date for
this year’s Angel Tree is
from Sunday,
November 22
through Sunday, December
13th.
Each
year we select
families who have children under the age of 14. Their names
are given to us by Maumee
Schools, St. Paul’s members
and pastors, Mosaic Ministries,
the Salvation Army, and Salem
Lutheran. Each chosen child
makes a gift wish list. That list
from each child is placed on
individual gift tags and are positioned on the Outreach MAT
Angel Trees. (Each child receives two gifts as there is a tag
for each child on each tree.)
St. Paul’s members take the gift
tags and select items from the
wish list to wrap and return to
church. The gifts are given to
the children when the parents
pick up their Christmas Holiday
Food Baskets. For many of
these families, this is the only
Christmas that they have.
Angel Tree gifts need to be returned to church by Sunday,
December 13th!

Christmas Holiday
Baskets—Saturday, Dec. 19
The Outreach MAT will be getting the food, sorting it, and
arranging the food baskets for
Christmas on Saturday, December 19, from 8:00—11:00 am.
The families
will
come for
their food
baskets on
that Saturday and
we
will
send them
home with
Christmas dinner, Angel Tree
gifts, and lots of hugs. Could
we use your help? Yes!! We
need people to pick up food
from Maumee Meijer at 7:30
am, people to unload the food
and sort the food and personal
items
into
baskets
at
8:15, folks to help sort the Angel Tree gifts, people to deliver
the baskets to families without
transportation at 9:15, and also
individuals to help carry out the
food baskets to the families’
cars from 9:30 to 11:00.
If you have a willingness to
make a difference for some
families during this holiday
season, contact an Outreach
MAT member to volunteer for
that Saturday especially if you
can be a food picker-upper at
Meijer at 7:30 am.

“Simply Give”
(Maumee Meijer program)
This program,
that
helps
stock our “God’s Storehouse”
food pantry, is once again being
sponsored by the Maumee Meijer from Sunday, October 25
through January 2.
Double Match Days will take
place on Tuesday, December 1
and again on Saturday,
December 12.
On those days, Meijer will
double match every custom(Continues on Page 7…)

December, 2020
News from the
Outreach M.A.T.
Continued from Page 6
er's $10 “Simply Give” donation. In effect, your $10 donation becomes a $30 donation.
At the end of the program, St.
Paul’s will be given all the monetary donations in the form of
gift cards which we can use to
restock the God’s Storehouse
as well as our outdoor free food
pantry “God’s Blessing Box”.
Outreach M.A.T. would like to
thank you, in advance, for helping others by your generosity!
Secret Fall Prayer Partners
Thank you for being part of this
important ministry! We know
the benefits of prayer for others. We also hope that a new
relationship was begun or a
friendship was deepened by
this ministry.
Christmas Jars
Heading into Fall and the beginning of the holiday seasons,
the question is: HOW IS YOUR
CHRISMAS JAR DOING?
Have
you
been
filling it
weekly
with
your
change?
Is
the
jar
getting
heavier
and heavier as the change
nears the top? Have you been
watching for a family who could
use a boost or gift to help them
over some challenges in their
lives. If you need help choosing
a family, contact Teri Henry,
Sue Schad or Beth Heisey and
we can connect you with a family that the change jar can go to.
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Ronald McDonald House
pull tab ministry
The Outreach MAT is asking
you to begin saving pull tabs
from aluminum cans including
soup and vegetable cans to support the mission of Ronald
McDonald House Charities.
RMHC recycles the tabs to supplement the food budget that
provides meals to families during their stay, at no cost to
them. There is a container in
the Gathering Space as well as
in the Fellowship Hall. If you
would like to learn more about
RMHC and/or other volunteer
opportunities, please contact
Carol Doerfler at doerflers@
toast2.net.

neighborhood
surrounding
Salem
Lutheran
(Huron,
Summit, Lagrange area).

Baby University
(a Mosaic ministry)
Baby University ministers to
families in Toledo’s Old South
End. They are collecting children’s books especially board
books (hard cover). Research
proves that reading to children
from birth (or even before
birth) every day for the first five
years prepares them for success
when they start formal schooling. Parents are t h e i r children’s first and most important
teachers.

This ministry that uses volunteers to knit or crochet caps for
individuals who are undergoing
treatment for cancer. If you
knit or crochet and would like
to use your gift to help others,
please contact Sue Schad for
more information about this
exciting opportunity to make a
difference.

We, as a congregation, can help
them achieve their mission by
providing them with books.
There will be a collection container in the Gathering Space to
put the books.
Thank you for helping this important, but vulnerable part of
our population!
Salem Lutheran AGAPE
Meals
The Outreach Mat has joined
with the LCR MAT to provide
and serve meals to the
struggling families from the

Our next date at Salem
Tuesday, December 22nd.

is

If anyone wants to come with
us, please be in our parking lot
by 3:15 pm that day.
Halos of Hope
(chemo caps)
Many thanks to the ladies who
are knitting and crocheting
chemo caps for this ministry.
We have made over 2,700
CAPS since this ministry started! We are making a DIFFERENCE!

God’s Storehouse
(St. Paul’s food pantry)
God’s Storehouse, our food
pantry, is St. Paul Lutheran’s
“hand up” for families in the
area who are struggling
to
make ends meet in these difficult times.
God’s Storehouse
December Shopping list:
Dill pickles, canned chicken,
canned pasta (like beefaroni),
Bisquick, diced tomatoes, maple syrup, strawberry jelly,
mandarin oranges, cream of
wheat, mayonnaise, any kind of
Jiffy mix, crackers, waxed
beans, beets, green beans, peas,
spinach, relish,
crushed or
(Continues on Page 8…)
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News from the Outreach M.A.T.
Continued from Page 7
chunk pineapple, boxed mashed potatoes, Pop Tarts,
Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, beef or chicken ramen noodles, chocolate or vanilla frosting.
If you are shopping and think of it, buy two and donate one to God’s
Storehouse. We thank you, in advance, for your generosity! Please
place your donations in the wooden bins back by the coat racks in
the Gathering Space/narthex.
The Outreach MAT would like to thank the anonymous St. Paul’s
members who are continually contributing items, monetary gifts, or
time for our ministries. We are so honored to be the “visible” face
of St. Paul’s for the local families we help, but we would like to express our gratitude to all of you who are always helping out without
any kind of recognition.

The King will reply, “I tell you the truth,
whatever you did for one of the least of those brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for Me.” (MT 25:40)

Overcoming despair
Christmas can be a difficult time for people who are hurting or
grieving. In the 1860s, poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow had
reason to despair: America was at war with itself, his son was
severely wounded in battle and his wife died in a fire. The first
Christmas after his wife’s death, Longfellow wrote, “How inexpressibly sad are all holidays.”
Three years later, on Christmas Day 1864, Longfellow penned a
poem that later became the song “I Heard the Bells on Christmas
Day.” The lyrics move from despair to hope — and, thanks to Jesus,
so can we.

Special gifts
received
A special memorial contribution to St.
Paul’s has been given in memory of
GREG HENRY by: Beth Condon


A new church year
& theme!
Many churches follow the liturgical
year, which consists of “seasons” dealing primarily with key events in the
life of Christ.

Sometimes called “the church year,”
the year begins annually with Advent
which starts four Sundays before
Christmas. This year, Advent, which
means “coming” (in reference to the
coming of Christ), began on November 29.
The annual pattern of the liturgical
year used by many churches is Advent
to Christmas, and then on to Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost,
the Sundays after Pentecost, and back
to Advent again.
St. Paul’s theme for the current
liturgical year that began on the first
Sunday in Advent is: “God Authors
our Stories.”

And in despair I bowed my head.
There is no peace on earth, I said!
For hate is strong, and mocks the song
of peace on earth, good will to men!
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
God is not dead, nor doth he sleep!
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,
with peace on earth, good will to men!



“Each of us is an innkeeper who
decides if there is room for Jesus.”
—Neal A. Maxwell
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Saturday
Stitchin’
Join us for a Saturday morning
of knitting, crocheting, cross
stitching, or fleece blanket
making on Saturday, December
5! Want to learn how to knit or
crochet? Bring an H crochet
hook or size 8 or 9 knitting needles and 4 ply worsted yarn
with you. Come at 9:30 am to
the Gathering Space and stay
until 12 noon to learn or to sit
and work on a continuing project. Not working on a project?
Come and just chat with friends
and enjoy the conversation
and a snack or two. Bring a
snack to share, if you wish. Enjoy some time doing something
you love with good friends.
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Bible Quiz
Which of the four Gospels
name(s) Bethlehem as the place
of Jesus’ birth?
A. Only Luke

Millions in developing nations
lack access to basic eye care
services. The Lions Club has
recognized the urgent need for
corrective lenses and continues
to lend their support.

B. Matthew and Luke

C. Mark and John
D. All four

If you have old eye glasses that
you are no longer using, please
bring them to the church, drop
them off in the basket on the
counter by the Outreach Board
and we will recycle them
through the Lion’s Club. Questions? Contact Gary Langenderfer.



Ladies Lunch
and Dinner
Bunch
gathering is
tentative this
month
Due to the current situation
with the corona virus, we are
uncertain what the local
situation will be so the dining
out may be cancelled. Other
plans can be made depending
on the situation and the ladies
involved.
The Dinner Bunch Ladies will
meet on Thursday, December
17th, at Reverend’s Bar and
Grill, 130 E. Wooster, Bowling
Green at 6:00 pm. Meet at
church at 5:30 pm and we’ll
carpool there together.
Contact Sue Schad with any
questions.

Your old
glasses can
give new life

Answer: B
(See Matthew 2:1; Luke 2:1-7.)



Christmas Prayer
Loving Father, help us to remember the birth of Jesus, that we may
share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and the
worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let
kindness come with every gift, and good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us
to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us happy
to be thy children, and the Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful
thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’
sake. Amen!
—Robert Louis Stevenson
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The Communicator
is published monthly by
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
112 E. Wayne Street
Maumee, Ohio 43537
Ph: 419-893-0205
Fx: 419-893-0876
Web Site: www.stpaulslive.com
In the event of an emergency
and it’s after hours, you may reach Pastor
Paul at 419-382-5747.
Office Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8:00 am–noon & 1:00-4:30 pm

————————————
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Happy Birthday, Jesus!
Each Christmas, a family celebrated by holding a
birthday party for Jesus. To remind themselves
of Jesus’ presence, they placed a chair of honor
for him at their dinner table.
The highlight of the party was singing “Happy
Birthday” to Jesus and then blowing out the
candles on a special cake.
One Christmas, a visitor asked the family’s 5year-old daughter, “Did you get everything you
wanted for Christmas?”
The girl paused and then answered, “No! It’s
not my birthday!”

Pastoral Staff:
Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Sternberg
Rev. Paul S. Doerfler

————————————

Sunday Schedule:
8:30 am

Traditional Service (drive-in &
in-Sanctuary)

10:30 am Modern Service (drive-in &
in-Sanctuary)
Everyone is welcome!

———————————

Trustees:
Zack Heisey—President
Russ Leggett—Vice President
Erin Grieger—Treasurer
Barb Corrello—Secretary

———————————

As a reminder, the deadline for the
Communicator is the 15th of the
month at 8:00 am. IF the 15th is on a
weekend, the deadline is the following
Monday at 8:00 am.
Submissions for repeated printing
must be earmarked with the specific
publication dates.
Editor reserves the right to edit for
content and space. Thank you so much
for meeting the deadline!
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Who We Are
We believe that God is willing and able to do more than we can
ask, think or imagine. We believe that He has positioned us to
fulfill our calling to reach out into Maumee, Toledo, and the
nations with His love.
We are a Bible-based, caring church family that desires to
grow in Christian faith. As a congregation, our most earnest
desire, programming and efforts are focused toward reaching
out to the world with the great news of salvation found in Jesus
Christ. And we would like to reach out to you too.
If you do not have a church home, and if you are searching for a
warm, welcoming place to learn, grow, and invest your time
and talents, please consider worshipping with us.
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Mission &
Vision
ST. PAUL’S MISSION:
In response to Christ’s great
commission to share the Gospel
with the whole world, St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church is called to
make disciples by connecting
the unconnected to Jesus Christ
and together growing in full
devotion to Him.
ST. PAUL’S VISION:
Do L.I.F.E: Love. Inspire. Forgive. Encourage. L.I.F.E: The
building blocks of authentic,
Christ-centered community.
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