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The gift of time
What if we lived in
a strange place
where each day we
were allowed to
have $86,400 but
we
were
not
allowed to save
a penny of it. By
midnight
we
would be broke
again. But when
the
new
day
dawned, we would
have another $86,400 to spend. We would know that by midnight
we would be broke again.

Worship with us on
New Year’s Eve
Don’t forget! We’ve added a 7:00 pm
New Year’s Eve worship service to our
schedule!
Join with your St. Paul’s family for
worship on the last day of 2020 and
usher in 2021. This will be a familyfriendly Communion Service.

Sounds crazy, doesn't it? In an article about our use of time, Ken
Sopher suggested that we each have 86,400 seconds daily to do
whatever we choose to do. We cannot "save" even one of those
thousands of seconds to use in the future. If we do not use the seconds and minutes and hours productively and creatively as good
stewards of the time God gives us, those 24 hours are lost forever.

Makes you think, doesn't it? For some, it may bring to mind St.
Paul's words to the Ephesians: "Be careful then how you live," he
wrote, "not as unwise people but as wise, making the most of the
time ..." (Ephesians 5:15). Time is indeed quite precious.


New Trustees were
elected

Commissioning Service date set

Many thanks to those who were
willing to have their names placed in
nomination for a position as a Trustee.
We appreciate your willingness to
serve.

On Sunday, January 24, at our 10:30 service, our Congregation
will commission our Trustees and M.A.T. (Ministry Area Team)
Leaders for 2021 and we invite you to be present.

Thank you, also, to Erin Grieger and
Zack Heisey whose terms as Trustees
will conclude on December 31, 2020.

On that Sunday, we will pray for them and send them out to
minister and work, asking for God’s blessing and the Holy Spirit’s
wisdom and power. This service offers an opportunity to show our
encouragement and support.

The two new Trustees who were
elected at the November 15th
Congregational Gathering are Sue
Schad and Adam Wagner.
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January message from Pastor Tim
What now?
You might hope that Satan is getting tired of doing his giddy-dance. You know the one - where Satan twirls
and bounces and pumps his fists in joy over infecting so many people with spasms of fear.

But Satan doesn’t get tired of his dancing. Just the opposite. Every time a human being looks to science or
government for ultimate answers and protection, Satan gets reenergized. Every single second of terrorizing,
speculating, rumor-spreading is another power-vitamin for his evil heart. And when a child of God, a chosen
son or daughter of the King of Kings passes on the peace of God, or the hope of God, or the wisdom of God, or
the healing of God, or the goodness of God, well - that’s fireworks celebration for the whole of the demonic
realm.
Are you tired of doing your praise-God dance? You know the one. We first learned how to do it from Paul and
Silas. They had preached Jesus and cast out a demon. Then they were attacked by rioting crowds, beaten with
rods, thrown into the darkest part of the prison, and had their feet cuffed to huge blocks of wood. But did
they quiver in fear? Hardly. Did they fall into speculating about what terrible thing might happen to them
next? Nah. “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them.” (Acts 16.22)
Like Paul and Silas, we don’t wake up each day wondering what terrible thing might happen to us today. “If
we live, we live for the Lord; if we die, we die for the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the
Lord’s. It is for this reason Christ died and returned to
life: so that he may be the Lord of both the dead and the
living.” (Romans 14.8-9)
We do our praise-God dance all the time - not worrying
about if we will live through the day or not - because it’s
all for our Lord Jesus. All of our time, all of our thoughts,
all of our treasures; they are for just One person. We are
not “What now?” people. We are “Jesus Now!” people.

So what if the vaccine helps? So what if it doesn’t? I’m
still a “Jesus Now!” person. So what if the media vomits
another rumor? I’m still a “Jesus Now!” person. So what
if I stumbled for a moment and needed to repent and
turn again to God? I’m still a “Jesus Now!” person. So
what if the government finds a new way to oppress the
church? I’m still a “Jesus Now!” person.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
Serve the LORD with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!
Know that the LORD, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with
praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!
For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.
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Year-End Reports are due soon!
Staff, 2020 Trustees, and 2020 M.A.T.
Leaders are reminded that the deadline for
having your year-end report for the 2020
program year turned in to Becky, in the church
office, is by the end of the day on Sunday,
February 7th.

Make a note!
In the case of inclement weather on Sunday morning or at any
other time when church activities are being held, please refer
to the following policy:


Lucas County Level 3 snow
emergency: all worship and
all non-worship activities
are cancelled.



Lucas County Level 2 snow
emergency: all non-worship
activities are cancelled.
Worship will be conducted
as scheduled unless the pastor deems otherwise. Media
announcements will be
made.



Lucas County Level 1 snow
emergency: Worship will be
conducted as scheduled.
Non-worship activities will
be held unless cancelled by
the event leader. If cancelled, attempts will be
made to notify all participants.

Please make a note of the deadline now.


Updating our membership rolls
This Fall, we are updating the membership rolls. They haven’t been
updated in a couple years. Be reminded that, among the requirements
for membership at St. Paul’s is that members “attend divine services
faithfully, partake of the Lord’s Supper frequently and … contribute as
the Lord has prospered him or her, toward the maintenance and functions of the Congregation, and the extension of the Church at large…”
So, those members who have not participated in the last two years may
be moved from an active member roll to an inactive member roll. If
you think that that might include you, please know that we would love
to have you become an active member with us again. Sunday Worship
is at 8:30 am and 10:30 am and is offered “in-Sanctuary”, “drive-in”
and online (Facebook Live). Holy Communion is celebrated every
Sunday “in-Sanctuary” and “drive-in”. If you worship with us online,
be sure to say “Hi” in the Comments so that we know you’re there!
Giving can also be done online (stpaulslive.com/give now).
If you are not a member but have been attending St. Paul’s for a while
and are interested in membership, we would be happy to hear from
you. Contact the church office (419-893-0205).

Stay informed
Members and friends of St. Paul’s:
Please be aware that the state of Ohio's recommendations, regulations,
and mandates regarding Covid-19 change regularly. We encourage
everyone to stay informed about official Ohio government and health
policies. And however you feel comfortable and safe worshiping with
us, we at St. Paul’s remain committed to preaching and living God's
good news in Jesus our Lord, every day and every Sunday, guided by
his Spirit.
A WORSHIP NOTE:
Communion bread and wine is passed to those who come to the Lord's
Supper by an individual who has sanitized their hands. This helps
us to minimize possible cross-contamination.

(When media announcements
are made, we will always be
listed as “St. Paul’s Lutheran,
Maumee”.)
IF YOU
DO NOT FEEL SAFE
OUT IN THE WEATHER,
PLEASE STAY HOME.
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Health Matters
Pastor Paul Doerfler
“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus…” PHP 2:5

Not a year goes by that I haven’t thought many times about what the scripture above and Chuck Swindoll’s
words below have to say about the significance of my attitude. And I try to share them both with you yearly,
because I truly believe that in them is wisdom vital to our health.

The word “attitude” is very interesting and has an intriguing number of definitions associated with it.
Among the meanings important to the Jesus follower is the understanding that our attitudes are states of
mind or feelings that we choose. Our attitude is the disposition that we share with those around us; not only
in our homes and in places of work, but virtually everywhere we experience life.
Our attitudes greatly influence not only how well we fair in this world, but also speak volumes to those
around us as to who we really are as Jesus’ ambassadors. I think the Christmas and New Year holidays are a
great time to take stock in the attitudes we plan on carrying into 2021. I’m taking stock in mine. How about
you?

ATTITUDE
Charles Swindoll
The longer I live, the more I realize
the impact of attitude on life.
Attitude, to me, is more important than
facts. It is more important than the past,
than education, than money, than circumstances, than failures, than successes,
than what other people think or say or do.
It is more important than appearance,
giftedness or skill. It will make or break a
company... a church... a home.
The remarkable thing is we have a choice
every day regarding the attitude we will
embrace for that day. We cannot change
our past... we cannot change the fact that
people will act in a certain way. We cannot
change the inevitable. The only thing we
can do is play on the one string we have,
and that is our attitude... I am convinced
that life is 10% what happens to me and
90% how I react to it. And so it is with
you... we are in charge of our attitudes.
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How to find
peace
Blessed are the single-hearted,
for they shall enjoy much
peace. If you refuse to be
hurried and pressed, if you stay
your soul on God, nothing can
keep you from that clearness of
spirit which is life and peace. In
that stillness you will know
what his will is.

The Communicator, Page 5

Heartfelt
condolences
sent
… to Matt, Angela & Shawna
Monroe and Carter & Dylan
Crum (in memory of their
beloved mother/grandmother,
Paula Monroe).
… to the family and friends of
M. Richard “Dick” Knight.

—Amy Carmichael


Altar Flower
dates available
Four January Sundays are
available on the Altar Flower
calendar. If you are interested
in placing flowers on the altar
on January 3, 10, 17 or 31,
please call Becky in the church
office (419-893-0205).
As a reminder, the cost is
$20.00.

Note of thanks
received

News from the
Social Media
Team
Need to dive into God's word
more during the week? The
Social Media team is making
some changes to the staff blog!
Starting in January, we will be
sending out the blog straight to
you in an email format. This is
meant to be another resource
where you can easily find some
time with God, and have a little
more spiritual enlightenment
during the day.
Remember, you can always
view our previous blog posts at
www.stpaulslive.com/st-paulsstaff-blog.

“I sincerely want to thank my
Church
Family
for
your
prayers, concern, and cards
during this past year. I am so
blessed to be a part of such a
caring congregation.”
~ Natalie Naumann

January Prayer Focus: Holy Spirit’s Guidance
“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault,
and it will be given to you.” James 1:5
Thank you, God, for giving me your Holy Spirit.
Holy Spirit, I know that You live within me as my Comforter, Teacher, and
Counselor. Please continue to guide and direct me as I follow you. Help
me to know when You are leading me and to listen to Your voice in my
heart when You speak to me. I pray that you would speak to me through
Your Word, and show me how to choose the path you have set before me
this new year and in the years to come that I can glorify You.
In Jesus’ Name I pray,
Amen.
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News from the
Outreach
M.A.T.
“Showing God’s
Love Through You”
OUR MISSION:
Providing local outreach
opportunities for
individuals
by caring for the needs of
others.

Outreach M.A.T. Co-Directors:
Sue Schad (419-893-2330),
Teri Henry, Beth Heisey, Carol
Doerfler with the St. Paul’s
church family.
Check out the slides, weekly
bulletin, weekly email, and the
monthly Communicator for
news on ministries that are
happening at St. Paul’s and how
you can help!
You CAN make a difference!
Outreach MAT
Ministry Assistance
Extension Number
The voicemail extension for all
Outreach Board ministry assistance is extension 220. Call the
church
number
(419-8930205) then dial 220. The Outreach MAT schedules food pantry appointments as well as
providing monetary assistance
with rent, utilities, and other
needs.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LOOKING AHEAD TO
DECEMBER—

Mosaic Meal



Salem AGAPE meal

January, 2021
Continues from Column 1

Continues from Column 2

Prayer Corner
Many of you have noticed the
special area in the back corner
of the sanctuary where there
are pull-out folding doors,
chairs, and a small fountain.
Our Prayer Corner is reserved
for folks in need of prayer or
who wish to have a quiet, private area for individual prayer
before or after each worship
service.

Angel Tree
You WERE angels by providing
Christmas gifts for our Angel
Tree children! Your generosity
was overwhelming as you
provided Christmas for 41
children. Our St. Paul’s church
family are the most caring
people by showing God’s love to
these families and children!
THANK YOU!

Thanksgiving
Holiday
Baskets
The food is sorted,
delivered,
and
eaten, and Thanksgiving has
been joyfully celebrated. Our
sincerest thanks to the many
volunteers who make this ministry a success! We couldn’t do
this ministry without the assistance of you, St. Paul’s church
family, who provide the financial support for these 55 holiday baskets of food and nonperishable supplies. We would
also like to thank the Maumee
Meijer for their continuing support and for the delicious food
items they gathered for us, and
the Dollar Tree on Reynolds
Road who assisted with the
paper products. Most importantly, thanks to the volunteers who said, “Yes, I’d be glad
to help.” These include: George
Brenner, Russ Leggett, Gayle
Lohrbach, Karen Scribner, Karen Hostetler, Teri Henry, Cari
Baney, Zack & Beth Heisey, Kara, Josiah, JJ, Elaina, Elora, &
Ella Valare, Kathy Johnsonbaugh, Carolyn Schell, Bob, Judy, & Rob Clymer, Carol Doerfler, Pastor Tim & Sam Sternberg, Karla & Christopher
Gleason, Ruth Kessen, Wendy,
Abby & Ben Howe, Chris
Davidson, Helen Gilbert, and
Sue Schad. THANKS for
showing the love of Jesus to our
Holiday Basket families!

“Simply Give”
(Maumee Meijer program)
This program,
that
helps
stock our “God’s Storehouse”
food pantry, is once again being
sponsored by the Maumee Meijer, on Conant Street, through
January 2.
The final Double Match Day
will take place on Saturday, December 19. On that day Meijer
will double match every customer’s $10 Simply Give donation. In effect, your $10 donation becomes a $30 donation.
At the end of the program, St.
Paul’s will be given all the monetary donations in the form of
gift cards which we can use to
restock the God’s Storehouse
as well as our outdoor free food
pantry “God’s Blessing Box”.
Outreach M.A.T. would like to
thank you, in advance, for helping others by your generosity!
Ronald McDonald House
pull tab ministry
The Outreach MAT is asking
you to begin saving pull tabs
from aluminum cans including
soup and vegetable cans to support the mission of Ronald
McDonald House Charities.
RMHC recycles the tabs to supplement the food budget that
provides meals to families during their stay, at no cost to
them. There is a container in
(Continues on Page 7…)
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News from the
Outreach M.A.T.
Continued from Page 6
the Gathering
Space as well
as in the Fellowship Hall.
If you would
like to learn
more
about
RMHC and/or
other volunteer opportunities, please
contact Carol Doerfler
doerflers@toast2.net.

Continues from Column 1

Continues from Column 2

neighborhood
surrounding
Salem
Lutheran
(Huron,
Summit, Lagrange area).

waxed beans, beets, green
beans, peas, spinach, relish,
crushed or chunk pineapple,
boxed mashed potatoes, Pop
Tarts, Hamburger Helper, Tuna
Helper, beef or chicken ramen
noodles, chocolate or vanilla
frosting.

Please check with Carolyn
Schell for the January date and
how you can help.

at

Baby University
(a Mosaic ministry)
Baby University ministers to
families in Toledo’s Old South
End. They are collecting children’s books especially board
books (hard cover). Research
proves that reading to children
from birth (or even before
birth) every day for the first five
years prepares them for success
when they start formal schooling. Parents are t h e i r children’s first and most important
teachers.
We, as a
congregation,
can help
them
achieve
their
mission
by providing them with books.
There will be a collection container in the Gathering Space to
put the books.
Thank you for helping this important, but vulnerable part of
our population!

Salem Lutheran AGAPE
Meals
The Outreach Mat has joined
with the LCR MAT to provide
and serve meals to the
struggling families from the

Halos of Hope
(chemo caps)
Many thanks to the ladies who
are knitting and crocheting
chemo caps for this ministry.
We have made over 2,700
CAPS since this ministry started! We are making a DIFFERENCE!
This ministry that uses volunteers to knit or crochet caps for
individuals who are undergoing
treatment for cancer. If you
knit or crochet and would like
to use your gift to help others,
please contact Sue Schad for
more information about this
exciting opportunity to make a
difference. Our chemo caps go
to The Toledo Clinic Cancer
Center, St. Luke’s Cancer Center, UTMC Dana Cancer Center,
Mercy Cancer Center and the
Victory Center.
God’s Storehouse
(St. Paul’s food pantry)
God’s Storehouse, our food
pantry, is St. Paul Lutheran’s
“hand up” for families in the
area who are struggling
to
make ends meet in these difficult times.
God’s Storehouse
January Shopping list:
Dill pickles, canned
chicken,
canned
pasta (like beefaroni), Bisquick, diced
tomatoes,
maple
syrup, strawberry
jelly, mandarin oranges, Cream
of Wheat, mayonnaise, any
kind of Jiffy Mix, crackers,

If you are shopping and think
of it, buy two and donate one to
God’s Storehouse. We thank
you, in advance, for your generosity! Please place your donations in the wooden bins back
by the coat racks in the Gathering Space/narthex.
~~~~~

The Outreach MAT would like
to thank the anonymous St.
Paul’s members who are continually contributing items,
monetary gifts, or time for our
ministries. We are so honored
to be the “visible” face of St.
Paul’s for the local families we
help, but we would like to express our gratitude to all of you
who are always helping out
without any kind of recognition.


The King will reply,
“I tell you the truth,
whatever you did for one of the
least of those brothers and sisters of mine, you did for Me.”
(MT 25:40)


“The best way to find
yourself is to lose yourself
in the service of others.”
—Mahatma Gandhi
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Special gifts
received

Love in action
Martin Luther King Jr., whose life and legacy we honor this month,
spoke often about the power of love. In fact, he equated the practice
of nonviolence with “absolute commitment to the way of love.”
Love, declared the minister and activist, “is the only force capable of
transforming an enemy into a friend.” And, he said, anyone who’s
“devoid of the power to love” is “devoid of the power to forgive.”
King distinguished between true love and “empty sentimentalism,”
however. He taught — and showed — that love is “the active outpouring of one’s whole being into the being of another.”
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the ultimate “active outpouring” of
love, and we can choose to follow his example daily.
“Because of Calvary I’m free to choose,” writes Max Lucado in When
God Whispers Your Name. “No occasion justifies hatred; no injustice warrants bitterness. I choose love. Today I will love God and
what God loves.”


A special memorial contribution to
St. Paul’s has been given in memory
of GENE ZIMMERMAN by: Nancy
Wilkinson
A special memorial contribution to St.
Paul’s has been given in memory of
GREG HENRY by Richard & Joyce
Wheeler
A special memorial contribution to
St. Paul’s has been given in memory
of PAULA MONROE by:
Nancy
Wilkinson
A special honor contribution to St.
Paul’s has been given in honor of ST
PAUL’S
WONDERFUL
OFFICE
VOLUNTEERS by: Becky Guth
A special honor contribution to St.
Paul’s has been given in honor of ST
PAUL’S FRIENDS AT CHRISTMAS
by: Becky Guth


Live in the light
Often we want to be able to see into
the future. We say, “How will next
year be for me? Where will I be five or
10 years from now?” There are no
answers to these questions. Mostly we
have just enough light to see the next
step — what we have to do in the
coming hour or the following day.
The art of living is to enjoy what we
can see and not complain about what
remains in the dark. When we are able
to take the next step with the trust
that we will have enough light for the
step that follows, we can walk through
life with joy and be surprised at how
far we go. Let's rejoice in the little
light we carry and not ask for the great
beam that would take all our shadows
away.
—Henri Nouwen
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Saturday
Stitchin’
PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE
OF JANUARY DATE DUE TO
NEW YEAR’S DAY
Join us for a Saturday morning
of knitting, crocheting, cross
stitching, or fleece blanket
making on Saturday, January
9! Want to learn how to knit or
crochet? Bring an H crochet
hook or size 8 or 9 knitting needles and 4 ply worsted yarn
with you. Come at 9:30 am to
the Gathering Space and stay
until 12 noon to learn or to sit
and work on a continuing project. Not working on a project?
Come and just chat with friends
and enjoy the conversation
and a snack or two. Bring a
snack to share, if you wish. Enjoy some time doing something
you love with good friends.


Ladies Lunch
and Dinner
Bunch
gathering is
tentative this
month
Due to the current situation
with the corona virus, we are
uncertain what the local
situation will be so the dining
out may be cancelled. Other
plans can be made depending
on the situation and the ladies
involved.
The Dinner Bunch Ladies will
meet on Thursday, January 21,
at Fire Pit Grille, 7723 Airport
Hwy., Holland, at 6:00 pm.
Contact Sue Schad with any
questions.

The Communicator, Page 9

Bible Quiz
In the story of the Magi, what
word is used to give a sense of
Jesus’ age when the wise men
visited? What does it tell us?
A. “baby”; Jesus was still a
newborn in a manger
B. “child”; when the wise men
visited, Jesus had grown
past infancy
C. “youth”; Jesus was probably
between 10 and 14
D. No word is used to suggest
Jesus’ age at the time of the
wise men’s visit.

Your old
glasses can
give new life
Millions in developing nations
lack access to basic eye care
services. The Lions Club has
recognized the urgent need for
corrective lenses and continues
to lend their support.
If you have old eye glasses that
you are no longer using, please
bring them to the church, drop
them off in the basket on the
counter by the Outreach Board
and we will recycle them
through the Lion’s Club. Questions? Contact Gary Langenderfer.

Answer: B
(See Matthew 2:1-12.)



Epiphany’s significance
The church season of Epiphany begins on January 6 each year. The
name comes from the Greek word epiphaneia, meaning “to appear, to
show or to manifest.” The ending date of the Epiphany season is determined by Ash Wednesday, which is determined by the date of Easter.
Traditionally, Epiphany Day marks the arrival of the Magi, or wise
men, to worship the infant Jesus. The significance of Epiphany for
Christians is that it symbolizes
the first recognition of Christ by
Gentiles, or non-Jews.
The season of Epiphany emphasizes the divine nature of Jesus,
the light of the world. Symbols
for the season include light, a
star and the color green, which
represents life, growth, hope and
eternity.
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The Communicator
is published monthly by
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
112 E. Wayne Street
Maumee, Ohio 43537
Ph: 419-893-0205
Fx: 419-893-0876
Web Site: www.stpaulslive.com
In the event of an emergency
and it’s after hours, you may reach Pastor
Paul at 419-382-5747.
Office Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8:00 am–noon & 1:00-4:30 pm

————————————

Pastoral Staff:
Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Sternberg
Rev. Paul S. Doerfler

————————————

Sunday Schedule:
8:30 am

Traditional Service (drive-in &
in-Sanctuary)

10:30 am Modern Service (drive-in &
in-Sanctuary)
Everyone is welcome!

———————————

Trustees:
Russ Leggett
Barb Corrello
Sue Schad
Adam Wagner

———————————

As a reminder, the deadline for the
Communicator is the 15th of the
month at 8:00 am. IF the 15th is on a
weekend, the deadline is the following
Monday at 8:00 am.
Submissions for repeated printing
must be earmarked with the specific
publication dates.
Editor reserves the right to edit for
content and space. Thank you so much
for meeting the deadline!
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An ongoing goal
Still searching for a New Year’s
resolution? None is more worthy
than becoming Christ-like. In fact,
19th-century
evangelist
Henry
Drummond calls it “the only thing in
the whole world worth caring for.”

Two modern-day authors offer more
insights. Stormie Omartian points
out that we’re either making progress
or backsliding on this goal. “There is
no neutral position in the Lord,” she
writes. “You are either becoming more like Christ every day or you’re
becoming less like him.” And followers of Jesus must keep the goal
always in focus. Christ-likeness is our “eventual destination,” writes
Rick Warren, but the “journey will last a lifetime.”
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Who We Are
We believe that God is willing and able to do more than we can
ask, think or imagine. We believe that He has positioned us to
fulfill our calling to reach out into Maumee, Toledo, and the
nations with His love.
We are a Bible-based, caring church family that desires to
grow in Christian faith. As a congregation, our most earnest
desire, programming and efforts are focused toward reaching
out to the world with the great news of salvation found in Jesus
Christ. And we would like to reach out to you too.
If you do not have a church home, and if you are searching for a
warm, welcoming place to learn, grow, and invest your time
and talents, please consider worshipping with us.
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Mission &
Vision
ST. PAUL’S MISSION:
In response to Christ’s great
commission to share the Gospel
with the whole world, St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church is called to
make disciples by connecting
the unconnected to Jesus Christ
and together growing in full
devotion to Him.
ST. PAUL’S VISION:
Do L.I.F.E: Love. Inspire. Forgive. Encourage. L.I.F.E: The
building blocks of authentic,
Christ-centered community.
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