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Summer is here and it’s time to start 
thinking about Vacation Bible School 
(VBS)!  St. Paul’s will be having a 
FREE, fun, and exciting VBS from 
Sunday, August 8th – Tuesday, August 
10th.   
 
This year’s VBS theme is “Treasured”.  
The kids will be digging into action-
packed,    faith-filled adventures each 
evening, from 6:00—8:00 pm.  They’ll 
discover God’s greatest treasure isn’t 
diamonds, gems or gold – it’s them! 
 
VBS is for kids in K – 6th Grade.  We 
will also have a place for our little ones 
(ages 2-4).  Registration will begin on 
July 1st.  For more information, check 
out the VBS tab on our website 
(stpaulslive.com).  We hope to see you 
there! 
 
We could also use volunteers for VBS.  
There are opportunities such as check-
in, decorating, crew leader and station 
leader.  Check out our website for 
more information and to register to be 
a volunteer.   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

This Summer, we will be designing and installing a walking               
labyrinth on the east side of our property known as Paul Park.  A 
series of personally inscribed donor bricks will line the edges of 
the pathway.  We are looking forward to our Prayer Path which 
should be completed in early July. 
 
A donor brick may be purchased for $39.00. Each brick can have 
up to three lines of engraving and up to 18 characters per line.  The 
bricks must be purchased with cash or check. Please make checks 
payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and include “Prayer Path” in 
the memo line. For information or to order a donation brick,     
visit www.stpaulslive.com.  The deadline to order a brick is      
Sunday, June 27.  
 

 
On Sunday, May 23rd, at 
the 10:30 am worship           
service, two of St. Paul’s 
youth were confirmed in 
the faith.   
 
 
 

Prayers and best wishes for 
God’s blessing for Abby 
Howe and Sam Sternberg. 
 
Your St. Paul’s family was 
thrilled to join with you 
and your families on this 
very special day. 
 

Two young people                               

affirm their baptism 

Time to start  

thinking about VBS  

New Prayer Path should be              

completed this month 

http://www.stpaulslive.com/
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“America that was” 
 

 
As we reflect on the brief quotation that follows, it may be helpful to begin with these truths: 
 

1. George Washington’s rich vocabulary and complex sentence construction were common among the              
 citizens of America in the late 1780’s.  
2. The spiritual character of America in the late 1780’s is reflected in the words of George Washington. 
 They believed that nothing about America’s past, present, or future was independent of God               
 Almighty.  
3.   Many virtues and values that were woven into the fabric of America in the late 1780’s are frayed and 
 torn today. We are poorer, and less, for this. However, it is possible to heal, should we desire to do so.  

 
“Among the vicissitudes incident to life, no event could have filled me with greater anxieties than that of 
which the notification was transmitted by your order, and received on the fourteenth day of the present 
month. I was summoned by my Country, whose voice I can never hear but with veneration and love, from a 
retreat which I had chosen with the fondest predilection, and, in my flattering hopes, with an immutable    
decision, as the asylum of my declining years: a retreat which was rendered every day more necessary as well 
as more dear to me, by the addition of habit to         
inclination, and of frequent interruptions in my 
health to the gradual waste committed on it by 
time. 

 
Such being the impressions under which I have, in 
obedience to the public summons, repaired to the 
present station; it would be peculiarly improper to 
omit in this first official Act, my fervent supplica-
tions to that Almighty Being who rules over the 
Universe, who presides in the Councils of Nations, 
and whose providential aids can supply every            
human defect, that his benediction may              
consecrate to the liberties and happiness of the 
People of the United States, a Government              
instituted by themselves for these essential          
purposes: and may enable every instrument            
employed in its administration to execute with  
success, the functions allotted to his charge.  In 
tendering this homage to the Great Author of          
every public and private good I assure myself that 
it expresses your sentiments not less than my own; 
nor those of my fellow-citizens at large, less than 
either. No People can be bound to acknowledge 
and adore the invisible hand, which conducts the 
Affairs of men, more than the People of the United 
States. Every step, by which they have advanced to 
the character of an  independent nation, seems to 
have been distinguished by some token of            
providential agency.” 

 
George Washington, April 30, 1789,                               
Inaugural Address 

July message from Pastor Tim 
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On Sunday, June 6, we honored our graduates from high school and 
college.  Thanks to their families for sharing their happy news. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES: 
 

Hunter Parks (grandson of 
 Norm and Barb Steagall) 
 from Bowsher High 
 School. 
Joshua Sternberg (son of            
 Pastor Tim and Allison) 
 from  Perrysburg High 
 School. 
 
COLLEGE GRADUATES: 
 

John Rusch (retired m ilitary and son of Grace Garcia) from  
 Campbell University, North Carolina. 
Jen Schaller (daughter  of Steve and Chris Schaller) w ith a 
 Bachelor of Science Degree—Biology.  Applying for Optometry
 School in the Fall, moving to NYC. 
Jaiden Valare (son of Scott and Kara Valare) from  Miami 
 University of Ohio, in Mechanical Engineering. 
  
Well done!  With God’s help, you will accomplish even greater things.  
Best wishes for a great future and may God bless you always. 
 

 
 

 
Fun times are coming back to Maumee. The Maumee Summer Fair is 
back this year: August 13th & 14th. And so, once again, is our Youth 
Philly Steak & hand-cut French Fries sale! Yum! We are asking for         

donations of bottled water and soda 
pop. If you can help the youth out 
with a donation, it would be much          
appreciated. Donations accepted 
from now until August 13th.  A cart 
will be left near the entrance.  Just 
put any water or pop on this cart.  
Thank you in advance for your dona-
tions. Also, if you would be interest-

ed in helping out in the booth on August 14th, there are a number of 
positions available.  No prior skills needed — just the desire to have a 
some fun and raise money for our youth. Sign-up sheets will be            
available in the Gathering Space as the date draws closer.  
 

The annual Maumee Summer Fair will take place on beautifully tree-
lined streets in the historic uptown district of Maumee, Ohio. In               
addition to 150 arts & crafts booths, it has a popular Kid’s Zone          
featuring bounce houses and inflatables, caricature artist and face 
painting, a classic car show, and family entertainment throughout the 
day on Saturday. 

 

Have you ever left a sermon 
with questions, and then never 
get answers? You are not alone!  
St. Paul's is working to help you 
dive deeper into your relation-
ship with God and into        
Sunday's sermons.  
 
You now can ask us questions 
via email, text, message us on 
Facebook, or write it out and 
put it in the offering plate and 
we will read and answer them 
that week!  
 
Then, the next Sunday, we will 
take a few minutes to read a 
submitted question and explain 
more before we dive into our 
next sermon. (Don't worry, 
your question will be left         
anonymous.) 
  
So, don't be shy! This is all 
about diving deeper into your 
relationship with God! Can't 
hurt to ask, right? 
 
Phone Number (for texts) -  
   (419) 482-8227 
 
Emails -
tjsternberg@saintpaulsonline.org  
psdoerfler@saintpaulsonline.org 
 
Facebook - @st.paulslive 

What was               

Pastor talking 

about? 

We’re proud of our Grads! 

Fill our 
mailbox! 

Getting ready for the Summer Fair 

mailto:tjsternberg@saintpaulsonline.org
mailto:psdoerfler@saintpaulsonline.org
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“By this we know love, that He laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if 
anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love 

abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.”    1 JOHN 3:16–18    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When we see blessings of care done by Godly folks, it is Jesus at work in and through us. Life’s challenges 
met with God’s riches at Christ’s expense in mind. In Jesus’ example, no matter what care-needs we identi-
fy, we are called to respond with the same generosity and sharing first given us. In the tangibles, as well as 
liberally sharing Jesus’ perfect love. In doing so we are Kingdom people now, while storing up treasure for 
eternity soon to come. God’s grace. If you need more, let a brother or sister in Christ know, that we may 
come alongside and pray with and for you. 

Health Matters 
 

Pastor Paul Doerfler 
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“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, 
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”  1 Corinthians 
13:4-7 

 
Heavenly Father, 
 
We come as your children to praise You for families – for natural families, 
adopted families and church families.  Each is a blessing from You.  Thank 
You for the love and nourishment we’ve received — and have been blessed to 
give.  
 
We confess our need for Your daily forgiveness and guidance in our families. 
Please grant harmony in our homes and help us always show respect and love 
for one another.  
 
In Jesus’ name we ask this.  Amen. 

July Prayer Focus: Families 

 

Coming this fall…Alpha’s back! 
 

Bring a friend! 
 

Stay tuned for more details                
in August! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The paradox of faith is that 
when we conform our lives 
to Christ, then we gain our 

true freedom.                                         
And its fruit is profound and 

lasting happiness. 
 

—Vincent Nichols 

 

The church office will be closed 
on Monday, July 5th for the  
Independence Day holiday. 
 
This is a time to remember our 
freedoms and thank God for 
them.  Our Staff wishes you and 
your family a safe and happy 
Fourth of July. 

 
 

 This country will not be a 
good place for any of us                 

to live in unless we make it              
a good place for                                  

all of us to live in. 
 

-Theodore Roosevelt 

 

Millions in developing nations 
lack access to basic eye care  
services.  The Lions Club has 
recognized the urgent need for 
corrective lenses and continues 
to lend their  support.   
 
If you have old eye glasses that  
you are no longer using, please 
bring them to the church, drop 
them off in the basket on the 
counter by the Outreach Board 
and we will recycle them 
through the Lion’s Club.    
Questions?  Contact Gary 
Langenderfer. 
 
 

Your old              
glasses can 
give new life 

Church office 

closed for the 

holiday 
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OUR MISSION: 

Providing local outreach 
opportunities for                      

individuals 
by caring for the needs of 

others. 
 

Outreach M.A.T. Co-Directors:  
Sue Schad (419-893-2330), 
Teri Henry, Beth Heisey, Carol 
Doerfler with the St. Paul’s 
church family. 
 

Check out the slides, weekly 
bulletin, weekly email, and the 
monthly Communicator for 
news on ministries that are 
happening at St. Paul’s and how 
you can help!   
 

You CAN make a difference! 
 

Outreach MAT 
Ministry Assistance 
Extension Number   

The voicemail extension for all 
Outreach Board ministry assis-
tance is extension 220. Call the 
church number (419-893-
0205) then dial 220.  The Out-
reach MAT schedules food pan-
try appointments as well as 
providing monetary assistance 
with rent, utilities, and other 
needs.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO         
JULY — 
 
 

-Meijer Simply-Give Fundraiser 
  for God’s Storehouse Food 
  Pantry               
-Maumee Schools Clothing 
  Outreach 
-Maumee Schools School  
  Supplies Collection 
 

Continues from Column 1 
 
LOOKING TO THE                   
FUTURE —  
 

-Women’s Retreat— 
  Friday—Sunday, August 27—  
  29, Our Lady of the Pines, 
  Fremont, Ohio 
 
Prayer Corner 
Many of you have noticed the 
special area in the back corner 
of the sanctuary where there 
are pull-out folding doors, 
chairs, and a small fountain.  
Our Prayer Corner is reserved 
for folks in need of prayer or 
who wish to have a quiet, pri-
vate area for individual prayer 
before or after each worship 
service. 
 
“Simply Give”  
(Maumee Meijer program)  
 The Maumee Meijer, on       
Conant Street, is once again 
sponsoring this program, that 
helps stock our “God’s Store-
house” food 
pantry. How 
does the pro-
gram work?  
You can pick 
up a Simply 
Give dona-
tion card in 
the Gather-
ing Space or 
get one at the kiosks near the 
checkout.  Give the card to the 
cashier as you check out and 
the card will be scanned as a 
$10 donation which will show 
on your receipt.  That’s all you 
have to do!  The program be-
gins Sunday, July 4th, and ends 
on Saturday, October 2, 2021. 
 
The Double Match Days will 
take place on Saturday, August 
14, and also on Saturday, Au-
gust 28.  On those days, Meijer 
will double match every cus-
tomer's $10 Simply Give dona-
tion. In effect, your $10 dona-
tion becomes a $30 donation.   
 

Continues from Column 2 
 
At the end of the program, St. 
Paul’s will be given all the mon-
etary donations in the form of 
gift cards which we can use to 
restock the God’s Storehouse as 
well as our outdoor free food 
pantry, God’s Blessing Box.  
Outreach MAT would like to 
thank you, in advance, for help-
ing others by your generosity! 
 
Maumee Clothing Outreach 
(mid July) 
Each year, the Outreach MAT 
and volunteers team together to 
help needy children in the sur-
rounding  area purchase cloth-
ing to begin the school year.  
Struggling families with school 
age children are referred by 
pastors, members of St. Paul’s, 
and the counselors at the 
Maumee elementary schools.  
Lists are made, and volunteers 
go shopping with the selected 
families to help purchase cloth-
ing for the new school year. We 
are in need of about 12 volun-
teers who would be willing to 
give about 1-2 hours of their 
time in late July to go shopping 
with a family and their school 
age children.  Funds will be giv-
en to the volunteer to help the 
family purchase some items for 
the children.  If you are a shop-
ping whiz and love the chal-
lenge of finding the most 
clothes for the best prices, then 
this might be the ministry for 
you. Contact Sue Schad at 893-
2330 BEFORE July 11th to vol-
unteer your time and talents. 
 
Maumee Schools -  
School Supplies Project 
(July 18 – Aug 8th)     
The Outreach MAT and St. 
Paul’s members are partnering 
with Maumee Schools this year 
to provide basic school supplies 
for some of their students. The 
bagged supplies are collected by  
 

 

(Continues on Page 7…) 

News from the 

Outreach 

M.A.T. 

“Showing God’s 

Love Through You” 
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News from the  
Outreach M.A.T.  
Continued from Page 6 

 
St. Paul’s then 
distributed by 
the school 
counselors to 
the students 
to help them 
begin the 
school year. 
Because of 
your generos-
ity last year, 
we were able 

to help about 70 children 
(about 3 classrooms of chil-
dren!!) begin the school year 
like their classmates.  This year 
the collection will begin on 
Sunday, July 18th and the 
deadline for school supplies 
will be on Sunday, August 8th. 

How can you help? 
 

1.  On Sunday, July 18th, 
choose a Ziplock bag from one 
of three age groups from the 
table in the Gathering Space/
narthex.  
    (grades Kdg-3, or grades 4-5, 

or grades 6-8)  
2.  Shop for the school supplies 
from a grade level list that is 
included with the Ziplock bag. 
3.  Return the Ziplock bag with 
the supplies and supply list en-
closed (so we know what grade 
level the supplies are for) by 
Sunday, August 8th.  
     We thank you for your sup-
port if you can help us! 
 
Backpack Ministry 
(July 1 – August 8) 
The Outreach MAT will begin 
to collect gently-used or new 
book bags in July.  We will use 
the backpacks collected to     
donate to struggling Maumee 
students this coming school 
year when we donate our col-
lected school supplies. If you 
are garage saleing and can pur-
chase some or if your children 
have     gently-used   backpacks, 
 

Continued from Column 1 
 
we would appreciate as many as we can get.  If you can help us, please 
look for the Backpack Box in the Gathering Space and leave the back-
pack in the box. We collect backpacks until the beginning of August. 
 
“Soles for Souls”  (July/August ministry)         
The Outreach MAT is collecting gently-used or new adult or children’s 
shoes. During July and August, we would like you to hunt through  
and clean out your closets of gently-used or never-worn shoes, san-
dals, tennis shoes, and even boots and donate them to St. Paul’s.  The 
collection will end on Sunday, August 8. Donations will be given to 
Salem Lutheran AGAPE program and Mosaic Ministry where the 
shoes will be passed out to struggling families and children. 

How can you help? 
Donations of all kinds of gently-used or never-worn shoes can be     
donated to the SHOE BOX during late July and early August.  Be  
looking in the Gathering Space for the SHOE BOX.  If you have          
questions, contact any of the Outreach MAT members.  
 
Ronald McDonald House pull tab ministry 
The Outreach MAT is asking you to save pull tabs from 
aluminum cans including soup and vegetable cans to 
support the mission of Ronald McDonald House   
Charities.  RMHC recycles the tabs to supplement  the   
food budget that provides meals to families during  
their  stay, at  no  cost  to them. There is a container in 
the Gathering Space. If you would like to learn more 
about RMHC and/or other volunteer opportunities, 
please contact Carol Doerfler at doerflers@toast2.net. 
 
Baby University (a Mosaic ministry) 
Baby University ministers to families in Toledo’s Old South End. They 
are collecting children’s books — especially board books (hard cover).      
Research proves that reading  to children from birth (or even  before 
birth) every day for the first five years prepares them for success when 
they start formal schooling. Parents are their children’s first and most 
important teachers. We, as a congregation, can help them achieve 
their mission by providing them with books.  There will be a collection 
container in the Gathering Space for the books.  Thank you for helping 
this important, but vulnerable, part of our population! 
 
God’s Storehouse  (St. Paul’s food pantry) 
God’s Storehouse, our food pantry, is St. Paul Lutheran’s “hand up” 
for families in the area who are struggling to make ends meet in these 
difficult times.  
 

God’s Storehouse July Shopping List:  
Dill pickles, canned chicken, canned pasta  (like Beefaroni), Bisquick, 
maple syrup,  strawberry  and  grape   jelly, mandarin  oranges, may-
onnaise, any kind of Jiffy Mix, crackers, waxed beans, beets,  peas, 
spinach, relish, any red or yellow Jello,  crushed   or chunk pineapple, 
boxed mashed potatoes, Pop Tarts, Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, 
chocolate or vanilla  frosting.  We especially need shampoo, body 
wash, dish soap, laundry detergent, razors, bar soap, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, lotion and family-size boxes of tissue. 
 

(Continues  on Page 8…) 
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News from the Outreach M.A.T. 
(Continued from Page 7) 
 
If you are shopping and think of it, buy two and donate one to God’s 
Storehouse.  We thank you, in advance, for your generosity! Please 
place your donations in the wooden bins back by the coat racks in 
the Gathering Space/narthex. 
 

~~~~~ 
 

 

The Outreach MAT would like to   thank   the   anonymous   St. 
Paul’s members who are continually contributing items, monetary 
gifts, or time for our ministries.  We are so honored to be the 
“visible” face of St. Paul’s for the local families we help, but we 
would like to express our gratitude to all of you who are  always 
helping out without any kind of recognition. 
 

 
 

The King will reply, “I tell you the truth, 
 whatever you did for one of the least of  those brothers and sisters of 

mine,  you did for Me.”   (MT 25:40) 
 
 

 
Planning on seeing the 
spectacular Maumee/
Perrysburg fireworks 
on Saturday, July 3rd, 
after missing last 
year’s celebration?  
Don’t want to fight the 
crowds looking for a 
parking space near the 
fireworks?  We have   
the perfect solution 
for you. 
 
St. Paul’s back parking 
lot, off Gibbs, is close 
to the bridge and will 
have safe, monitored parking spaces available beginning at 11am 
(through 11:00 pm). The parking lot will have an  incredible view of 
fireworks or you can park and watch from the grassy area beside the 
church. 
 
Regular, first-come, first-served spaces will be available for $10 
(cash only). Also offered will be limited, guaranteed, reserved park-
ing spaces for $20. (These are to be paid for in advance either on 
Sunday morning or in the church office [M-F, 9:00 am—noon, cash 
only] by Thursday, July 1st.)  Proceeds from this fundraiser will go 
to St. Paul’s Growth Fund and the Women’s Retreats Fund. 
 
Questions?  Call the church office at 419-893-0205. 

  

A special memorial contribution to St. 
Paul’s has been given by Fred Dais in 
memory of MOM & DAD. 
 
 
 

 
 
We need deliberately to call to 
mind the joys of our journey.               
Perhaps we should try to write 
down the blessings of one day. We 
might begin; we could never end; 
there are not pens or paper 
enough in all the world. 
 

—George Buttrick  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We are living in a world that is abso-
lutely transparent, and God is shining 
through it all the time. This is not just 
a fable or a nice story. It is true.  
 
If we abandon ourselves to God and 
forget ourselves, we see it sometimes, 
and we see it maybe frequently. God 
shows himself everywhere, in every-
thing — in people and in things and in 
nature and in events. It becomes very 
obvious that God is everywhere and in 
everything and we cannot be without 
him. It’s impossible. The only thing is 
that we don’t see it. 

 
—Thomas Merton 

Parking Lot Fundraiser scheduled  

for July 3rd fireworks 

God is                       

everywhere 

Special gift                   

received 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Join us for a Saturday morning 
of  knitting, crocheting, cross 
stitching, or fleece blanket 
making on Saturday, July 10th.  
(Note the change of date 
because of the holiday.)  
Want to learn how to knit or 
crochet?  Bring an H crochet 
hook or size 8 or 9 knitting   
needles and 4-ply worsted yarn 
with you.  Come at 9:30 am to 
the Gathering Space and stay 
until 12 noon to learn or to sit 
and work on a continuing    
project. Not working on a     
project? Come and just chat 
with friends and enjoy  the  
conversation  and a snack or 
two. Bring a snack to share, if 
you wish.  Enjoy some time  
doing something you love with 
good friends. 
 

 

 
 

 

Ladies of all ages are invited to 
meet at  White House Inn, in 
Whitehouse, on Thursday, July 
15th, at 11:30 am OR 6:00 pm 
to enjoy good food and good 
company together.  Bring a 
friend.   Contact Sue Schad with 
any questions. 
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Lord Jesus, thou who art the way, the truth and the life; hear us as we 
pray for the truth that shall make all free. Teach us that liberty is not 
only to be loved but also to be lived. Liberty is too precious a thing to 
be buried in books. It 
costs too much to be 
hoarded. Help us see 
that our liberty is not 
the right to do as we 
please, but the oppor-
tunity to please to do 
what is right. 

 
 
 
 

—Peter Marshall, 
before the U.S. Senate  

An unnamed relative of Paul 
obstructed a conspiracy to kill 
the apostle. What was this res-
cuer’s relation to Paul? 
 
A. nephew 
B. niece 
C. brother 
D. sister 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Answer: A (See Acts 23:12-22, 
esp. v. 16.) 

Bible Quiz 

 

Three Sundays in July (the 4th, 
18th and 25th) are still       
available on the Altar Flower 
calendar.  If you are interested 
in placing flowers on the altar 
on any of those dates, please 
call Becky in the church office 
(419-893-0205).   
 
As a reminder, the cost  is 
$20.00. 
 

 
 
"A Christian man is the most 
free lord of all, and subject 
to none; a Christian man is 
the most dutiful servant of 
all, and subject to everyone." 

—Martin Luther 

July Altar    

Flower dates 

available 

Ladies Lunch 

and Dinner 

Bunch News!                    

Saturday 

Stitchin’  

A prayer for the                                

4th of July 
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The Communicator 

is published monthly by 

 
St. Paul’s  Lutheran Church    

112 E. Wayne Street            
Maumee, Ohio  43537 

 
Ph: 419-893-0205                      
Fx: 419-893-0876 

 
Web Site: www.stpaulslive.com 

 
In the event of an emergency  

and it’s after hours, you may reach Pastor 
Paul at 419-382-5747. 

 
Office Hours:   

Mon-Fri:   8:00 am–noon & 1:00-4:30 pm 

 
———————————— 

 
Pastoral Staff: 

 
Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Sternberg 

Rev. Paul S. Doerfler 

 
———————————— 

 
Sunday Schedule: 

 
 8:30 am   Traditional Service (drive-in & 
                     in-Sanctuary)                       
 

 10:30 am   Modern Service (drive-in &         
                     in-Sanctuary)   
 

Everyone is welcome! 

 
——————————— 

 
 

Trustees: 
 

Sue Schad—President 
Russ Leggett—Vice President 

Barb Corrello—Treasurer 
Adam Wagner– Secretary 

 
——————————— 

 

As a reminder, the deadline for the 
Communicator is the 15th of the 

month at 8:00 am.  IF the 15th is on a 
weekend, the deadline is the following 

Monday at 8:00 am.   

Submissions for repeated printing 

must be earmarked with the specific 
publication dates.  

Editor reserves the right to edit for 
content and space. Thank you so much 

for meeting the deadline! 

 

As it does this year, July 4 fell on Sunday in 
1937. While Pastor Eldred Johnston led worship 
that morning in Paulding, Ohio, local kids set 
off firecrackers nearby (restrictions were rare 
back then). Realizing he needed to act, the            
pastor slipped outside during a hymn and found 
the revelers. 
 

But instead of scolding or shouting, Johnston 
stayed calm. “I used to enjoy shooting fireworks 
too,” he said, adding that he knew it was a fun 
way to celebrate. “But many in this town are 
gathered in worship, and the noise is very            
distracting. All I’m asking is that you wait until 
church services are over — about noon — and 
then shoot firecrackers all you want.” The           
pastor smiled at each youth and returned to 
church. 
 

Recounting that experience in Liberty magazine, Johnston said he half
-expected to hear defiant explosions. Instead, the kids waited respect-
fully until worship was over. When conflicts loom, may we heed that 
example — and this advice from Proverbs: “A gentle answer turns 
away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” (15:1, NIV). 
 

 

A Gentle Answer 
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We believe that God is willing and able to do more than we can 
ask, think or imagine. We believe that He has positioned us to 
fulfill our calling to reach out into Maumee, Toledo, and  the  
nations with  His love.    
 
We are a Bible-based,  caring  church  family   that   desires to 
grow  in Christian faith.   As a  congregation, our most  earnest  
desire,   programming and efforts are focused toward reaching 
out to the world with the great news of salvation found in Jesus 
Christ. And we would like to reach out to you too.  
 
If you do not have a church home, and if you are searching for a 
warm, welcoming place to learn,  grow, and  invest your  time   
and   talents, please consider worshipping with us. 

 
ST. PAUL’S MISSION: 
In response to Christ’s great 
commission to share the Gospel 
with the whole world, St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church is called to 
make disciples by connecting 
the unconnected to Jesus Christ 
and together growing in full 
devotion to Him. 
 
ST. PAUL’S VISION: 
Do L.I.F.E:  Love. Inspire. For-
give. Encourage.  L.I.F.E: The 

building blocks of authentic, 

Christ-centered community. 

Who We Are Mission & 
Vision 


