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Pastor’s Corner

Who would have imagined 
that our lives could change 

so much in such a short period of 
time. Our daily routines look very 
different than they did a couple of 
weeks ago. Most of us are sticking 
close to home and our face-to-
face social interactions with our 
friends and family have been put 
on hold. Our church services have 
been suspended for the time being 
and we aren’t sure when we will 
be able to gather again. Students 
wonder how this might impact 
their education and future. The 
economy has been hit hard and 
this has affected employment and 
retirement portfolios and has led to 
concern over how bills will be paid. 
What will the toll of COVID-19 be 
when we come through all of this? 
There are many things we don’t 
know right now and this can cause a 
lot of stress and fear and anxiety.  

But let’s focus on what we do 
know that gives us peace and 
comfort and hope. Let’s focus on 
what is infinitely more sure and 
certain than all of the worldly 
things we are now discovering aren’t 
as secure as we thought or would 
like them to be. Let’s focus on the 
truth that “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever” 
(Hebrews 13:8). These words are 
especially profound and comforting 
today, aren’t they? There is 
absolutely nothing in this world, or 
in your life, that will ever change the 

fact that you are a baptized child of 
God who has received the promise 
of eternal life in heaven. Nothing.   

This doesn’t mean that we won’t 
be impacted by COVID-19 or 
any other difficulty in life—but it 
changes how we understand and 
experience trouble and hardship. 
We understand these experiences 
actually help us to recalibrate so 
that we learn again what is truly 
important in life. What is truly 
solid. What is truly necessary. This 
time that we are going through right 
now can be understood as a little 
nudge in our Lenten journey. It 
offers us assistance in hearing more 
clearly God’s call to repentance that 

leads us to return to Him, to confess 
our sin, to receive the forgiveness 
and life He has given us in Christ 
Jesus.  

Focus on the certainty of your 
salvation, the certainty of the 
victory God has given you through 
Christ’s suffering and death on 
Good Friday and through His 
victorious Easter resurrection. This 
is your sure and certain foundation.  

A solid understanding and faith 
in this foundation allows us to 
keep things in proper perspective 
and we can then focus on, and be 
grateful for, the many blessings 
that are ours today. We don’t fear, 

The Keiths’ cat, Fiona, is providing pastor support while he works from his 
home office. Don’t worry Sandy—it’s only temporary!
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Reminders
• Please remember that, because 

we have a number of members with 
allergies to nuts, any foods brought 
to church events should be nut-free.

• Also, several have allergies 
to fragrances. Please consider 
them when choosing toiletries and 
whether or not to wear perfumes.

• LWMLC mites and offerings will 
once again be collected the first Sunday 
of each month when we return to 
worship in our church building.

Caring Ministry Coordinators
for April - Dianne Gilbert

Classifieds
Something to sell or give away? Need 
something? Services to offer to fellow 
members? Try The Spirit Classifieds first. 
No cost. Leave your ads at the church 
office or give them to the editor.

Looking for resources? — check out these ideas

love, and put our trust in these 
things more than God, but we can 
receive them with gratitude.  

Resting on God’s certain 
promises we can be thankful for 
the guidance He is providing us 
through the leadership of our 
government and its agencies; for the 
love and care being shown through 
doctors and nurses and many other 
essential vocations that provide 
for us physically; for His provision 
of shelter and clothing and food.
We can be grateful that there is 
technology available allowing us 

Pastor, continued

Worship/Sermons
1) stpaulslcc@sasktel.net/sermons
Look for sermons for Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday and every Sunday until we 
meet together again.
2) https://drydenlutheran.ca/streams/ 
Worship videos from the congregation 
served by Rev. Alex Timm.
3) lhm.org or lutheranhour.org or 
CJWW radio 600 AM at 7:00 a.m. 
Sundays
The Lutheran Hour
4) lutheranchurchcanada.ca/
covid-19/videos-recorded-
services-2/

Hymnody and Sacred Music
lutheranpublicradio.org

Daily Devotions and Other 
Resources
1) LLL.ca
• Daily Devotions
• Lenten Devotions
• Project Connect booklets to 
download
• Kid’s Resources

to stay connected during this time 
of social distancing and isolation. 
Even in these strange times, God 
continues to shine His light into our 
lives in many ways and we receive it 
with gratitude.

What joy it will be when we can 
be together physically again—the 
hugs and smiles and laughter. While 
we don’t yet know when that will 
be—what we do know, what we cling 
to, is the truth that “Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday and today and 
forever” (Hebrews 13:8).

God’s blessings,
Pastor Keith

• Seasonal Resources
2) lhm.org/dailydevotions
3) lhmmen.com – Video-based 
studies on many topics
4) lutheranwomen.ca/resources/the-
word/prayer
Monthly prayer calendar
5) issuesetc.org
Daily interviews with expert guests
6) infobytes.ca@creation.com
Creation Ministries

NOTES: 
For more ideas check the 
information from the Board of 
Education/Youth, page 3.

Following The Lutheran Hour 
message on March 29 there was 
a half-hour discussion by the 
Lutheran Hour speaker and the 
pastor who preached the sermon 
that day regarding the question 
“How would God have us see this 
pandemic?” This week it is still 
the current message and may be 
accessed as such. Later you will 
find it under Archived Sermons at 
lutheranhour.org.
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Education and Youth

Technology! Isn’t is great? Okay, maybe not all the 
time, but I doubt any of us could imagine our lives 
without it right now. I just want to stop and give thanks 
to God for the internet, social technology and for those 
who are letting His light shine through by graciously 
offering resources to help us ease through a trying 
time.   

Concordia Publishing House is one of those. They 
are allowing free downloads of many items including 
Sunday school and confirmation class material. It’s well 
worth one’s time to check out what they’re offering. In 
the sidebar are some resources mainly for the younger 
members of our congregation and their families.May 
God bless your learning.

Last year, our Sunday school distributed a Holy 
Week family devotional book to many of our Sunday 
school-aged families called “Waiting in Wonder for 
Easter.” If you happen to still own it, the kids might 
enjoy taking another look through it between Palm 
Sunday and Easter.

Despite all that is happening in the world, God has 
still given His Son to save us. Because of this, in the 
words of Rev. George Borghardt from Higher Things 
(higherthings.org), “Merry Lent!”

In His Service,
Denise Timm, Board of Christian Education and Youth

Prior to Christmas you were 
invited to also put some men’s 
wool socks on the mitten tree in 
anticipation of putting together 
warm socks stuffed with needed 
toiletries for the homeless. There 
has been some delay in getting this 
project off the ground, but it is still 
in the works. We encourage you 

to collect some of the items listed 
below over the summer. Cash is also 
welcome. In the fall we will gather 
everything, do some sorting and 
organize an opportunity for Sunday 
school children to pack items into 
the socks with us.

Items may include: comb, 
toothbrush, toothpaste, bandaids, 

God’s blessings abound!
Concordia Publishing House free downloads 
(cph.org)
Scroll down to “Free Content Library.”  
Under “For Study,” you’ll find:

• one unit of lessons from the new Enduring Faith 
Sunday school curriculum 

• suggested Sunday school schedule
• colouring pages

Under “For Home,” there is:
• issues of My Devotions, Happy Times and the 

new Family Time Devotions
• Everyday Faith Calendar provides a Bible 

reading and activity for each day of the month 

Other opportunities
• Bible App for Kids (free) – this isn’t a Concordia 

Publishing House resource, however, it’s a way for 
your kids to have some meaningful, fun screen time.
Lent and Easter

• Go to CPH blog and sign up. Search the blog for 
“Focusing on Christ’s Love During Lent.” At the end 
of the article, click on “Grab Lenten Teaching Tools.” 
There you’ll find Lent activities, song and activity 
sheets to download.

Warm Feet for the Street – help for the homeless

Postponed Cancelled
The meeting of voters scheduled 

for April, when we were to elect 
officers and boards, has been 
postponed until we are able to meet 
once more. 

A spring happening for women 
of the circuit (LWMLC zone) was 
scheduled for April 25 at Faith 
Lutheran. Rather than postpone, it 
was decided to cancel and focus on 
the event planned for fall.

Kleenex, pen, notepad, deodorant, 
gum, hard candy, hand lotion, lip 
balm, stretch mitts, an ear warmer. 

Several pairs of warm men’s work 
socks were received on the mitten 
tree but we will also need a few more 
pairs of these.

Saskatoon Zone of the Lutheran 
Laymen’s League of Canada has 
postponed their fund-raising steak 
night due to COVID-19. 
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Evangelism/Public Relations

“For God gave us not a spirit of fear 
but of power and love and self-
control” (2 Timothy 1:7).
“Fear not for I am with you” (Isaiah 
43:5).
“Fear not, little flock, for it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom” (Luke 12:32).
“Have no Fear Little Flock” (LBW 735) 
(v1) Have no fear, little flock; Have 
no fear little flock, For the Father 
has chosen to give you the Kingdom; 
have no fear little flock!
(v2) Have good cheer, little flock; 
Have good cheer little flock, For 
the Father will keep you In His love 
forever; have good cheer little flock! 

(Text and tune, 1973 Concordia 
Publishing House)

“If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 
we die, we die to the Lord. So then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we 
are the Lord’s” (Romans 14:8).

When the Board of Evangelism 
was asked to provide some ideas for 
supporting and encouraging one 
another for a special online edition 
of The Spirit, at a time when we 
are isolated from each other due 
to the COVID-19 virus, the first 
thought that came to my mind was 
to share my personal reaction and 
the encouragement I received from 
God’s Word.

At first, I treated it without much 
care or concern, the numbers in 
Canada at the time were low and 
our province had only a couple 
of presumptive cases. But as the 
numbers began to rise and I was daily 
reminded that I fell into the category 
of the “vulnerable,” my thoughts 
began to change. My next reaction 
was, “Even if I am careful, what if ”? 

 Have no fear little flock
The next emotion to rise was fear.

I thank God, because with me 
He does some of His best work at 
night—those nights I wake up and 
can’t fall back asleep because the 
mind is overflowing with thoughts 
of the day. I have learned from 
experience that it is the time to turn 
to prayer. 

This is often the time where 
God comes to the rescue and 
floods my mind with His Words of 
encouragement. He reminds me and 
all His children:
• That He daily provides for us 

by putting in place the various 
vocations we need: government 
leaders, health care workers at all 
levels, first responders, grocery 
store workers and our faith 
community at St. Paul’s start the list 
and each one of us can name more. 

• Through His Word He reassures 
us that He did not give us a spirit 
of fear, that He is always with us, 
that it is His good pleasure to give 
us His kingdom. Whether we live 
or die we belong to Him.

• The last thought was to daily 
commend ourselves into His care, 
through personal prayer, the Lord’s 
Prayer and Luther’s morning and 
evening prayer. Luther’s prayers 
may be found posted on St. Paul’s 
Facebook page, found in the 
Meditations devotional book, LSB 
hymnal (page 266), Treasury of 
Daily Prayer (page1454) and the 
Small Catechism. For those who 
may not have these resources 
available I share them with you on 
this page.
With all that He provides, His 

reassurances through His Word and 
through prayer, peace is restored 

because God does not give us a spirit 
of fear, fear comes from the enemy.

God bless and keep you,
Clara Zirk for the

Board of Evangelism

Luther’s prayers
Morning Prayer

I thank You, my heavenly Father, 
through Jesus Christ, Your dear 
Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; 
and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every 
evil, that all my doings and life may 
please You. For into Your hands 
I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe 
may have no power over me. Amen

Evening Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, 

through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have graciously kept me 
this day; and I pray that You would 
forgive me all my sins where I have 
done wrong, and graciously keep 
me this night. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul 
and all things. Let your holy angel 
be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me. Amen.
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Stewardship

On the topic of stewardship, one 
of the most common questions a 
person might ask is not whether 
a Christian should give to their 
church. Everyone knows this. Of 
course, Christians should give to 
their church.

The most common question: 
“How much should I give?” But 
what they really mean is this: 
“Should Christians give a tithe 
of their income to their local 
congregation?” So, let’s look at why 
you should or should not tithe.

Following are some reasons often 
offered for why Christians shouldn’t 
give a tithe to their church.

Some say you shouldn’t 
tithe because it isn’t expressly 
commanded in the New Testament. 
Lacking that command, there is 
no “Thus saith the Lord” and no 
“should” for giving a tithe to your 
congregation.

Others say that Christians 
give to their congregation in ways 
much broader than money. They 
give of their time and their talents, 
and these, together with treasures 
(money), add up to more than a tithe.

Still others say they give of their 
treasures to other things besides 
their congregation, and they want 
to support those things alongside 
their church.

And there are those who think 
Christians shouldn’t tithe because of 
fear. If they tithe, they are afraid their 
gift will be misused, and they are 
afraid they won’t have enough to get 
the things they use, want, or need.

Following are some reasons for 
why Christians should give a tithe 
to their church.

Even though the New Testament 
doesn’t specifically command 

Christians to give a tithe, the Old 
Testament people were commanded 
to tithe and did. On top of this, 
St. Paul often describes the giving 
Christians are to do in similar terms 
as a tithe: a regular and generous 
proportion of the first fruits of their 
income (1 Cor. 6:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:7–23; 
2 Cor. 9:2–7).

But here’s another way to think 
about it. What was the point of the 
tithe in the Old Testament? Where 
did it go? The reason for the Old 
Testament tithe was to support the 
full ministry of the Levites. They 
were not given any land because 
they had no time to farm; their full-
time job was the ministry.

What does it say in the New 
Testament? “The Lord has 
commanded that those who preach 
the Gospel should make their living 
from the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). This 
is the verse that Luther put in the 
Small Catechism’s Table of Duties 
to cover what Christians owe to the 
support of the ministry.

It seems clear from both the Old 
and the New Testaments that the 
tithe is the goal of Christians in their 
giving. But what if we’re not there 
yet? How should we handle this? 
What are we to do?

Let’s answer this by asking a 
different question about something 
entirely different. What would you 

say to your adult children who 
only attended church quarterly or 
once a month? There, is after all, no 
passage in the New Testament that 
requires Christians to go to church 
weekly. Hebrews 10:25 is the closest 
we have, and it states simply for 
Christians to not neglect gathering 
together. Even though there is no 
passage that commands Christians 
to gather weekly, that is the implicit 
expectation throughout the Old and 
New Testaments. It is the goal.

So, what would you say to that 
son or daughter? I’d expect that 
conversation would be something 
like this: “I’m glad you’re still 
going to church. It is a wonderful 
blessing to hear God’s promises of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation, and 
to receive His gifts in the Word and 
the Sacraments. But you can do 
better, and it will only be a blessing 
to you. There is a better way, and I’d 
really like you to try to attain it.”

This same conversation is how 
we should approach the topic 
of the tithe. It’s not specifically 
commanded in the New Testament, 
but it sure seems like the implicit 
expectation of both the Old and 
New Testaments. So, the church 
is ecstatic that you’re giving when 
you’re giving in all these ways—
time, talents, and treasures.

Board of Stewardship

As we are  entering a new reality 
as a province, as a country and a 
world population in our response to 
the coronavirus, and we see our lives 
being turned upside down we are 
left wondering where is God in all 
this disruption and confusion? The 

answer is, just where He has always 
been—right beside us—with His 
people and His church. Even though 
we are not able to worship together 
as a congregation for a while, we can 
continue in daily prayer and take 

Offering our financial gifts during a pandemic

continued next page
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Easter Cross Witness
Over the past number of years 

the Board of Evangelism has handed 
out Easter Crosses and many at 
St. Paul’s congregation have been 
faithful in their witness to the Risen 
Christ by placing one of these 
crosses in a visible place in their 
yard, window, balcony or whatever 
imaginative way they were able to 
come up with to make it work, to be 
an effective witness for Christ. 

This Easter due to the COVID-19 
virus all activities at St. Paul’s have 
been put on hold. It is my hope 

that our witness for Christ to the 
community will not stop. Although 
we cannot hand out any new crosses, 
those of you who still have yours 
from previous years, I trust will 
continue to be a witness. 

It is suggested that the crosses be 
put up on Palm Sunday, April 5, with 
the white side facing out. On Easter 
Sunday turn to the other side that 
says “He is Risen.” We ask that you 
leave it up for a week after Easter. 

Thank you,.
Board of Evangelism

Evangelism/Public Relations, continued

New recipients found for baby bundles/layettes
For many years, women in St. 

Paul’s LWML have organized baby 
layettes, also sometimes called baby 
bundles, for children in need. Louise 
Bradley was the main organizer, 
accepting donations of clothing and 
cash and shopping anywhere she 
could find baby items at bargain 
prices. Most of these layettes were 
shipped to Canadian Lutheran 
World Relief but some smaller 
bundles were put together for the 
maternity ward at Royal University 
Hospital. Many of you helped make 
this project an ongoing success.

Louise eventually cut back to 
putting together layettes for RUH 
maternity. They were smaller and 
easier to do. Along the way Louise’s 
daughter, Gail Mitchell, began 
helping her mother and now Gail is 
in charge. The number of layettes to 
the maternity ward grew and were 
well received by the nurses. Then 
suddenly we were told they could 
no longer accept them. There wasn’t 
enough storage space we were told. 

Gail and her fellow LWML 
members puzzled over what to do. 
They had quite a few on hand. Some 

exploration was done and recently 
these bundles were delivered by 
Gail and Carol Huber to a moms’ 
program at Egadz, to Interval House 
and to the Crisis Nursery. They were 
warmly received by all and more 
would be welcomed.

We would like to continue this 
community outreach on behalf of 
St. Paul’s (probably providing items 
to all three of these agencies) and 
would like to provide everyone in 
the congregation the opportunity 
to participate as they wish and as 
they are able. While just how we will 
organize this mission project has yet 
to be decided, donations of items 
(newborn to one year sizes) and 
cash would be welcome. Donations 
may be given to Gail Mitchell. Cash 
could be dropped into the “mites and 
offering” bag put out the first Sunday 
each month (once we are able to 
gather together again). Cash should 
be put into an envelope and marked 
baby layettes or baby bundles. If you 
add your name, it will be recorded on 
the income tax receipt you receive at 
the end of the year.

Watch for details.

time to worship individually or as 
a family. In the communication we 
received from Pastor Keith about 
worship services being suspended, 
he offered several suggestions and 
resources to support our family and 
individual worship. We encourage 
you to use these resources in your 
worship time.

During this time when we are 
not gathering together and offering 
our thanks and praises and offerings 
to God, the needs of the church 
go on—whether that be locally or 
for the church at large through our 
Missions support. 

Some of you are already making 
your offerings through the Pre-
Authorized Remittance system 
so you will be able to support the 
church’s programs and mission 
without changing your way of 
giving. If other members are 
interested in signing up for that 
program, please contact Sandy in the 
church office and the signup process 
can be handled very easily without 
your having to come to the church. 

We are also exploring an 
e-transfer system of receiving 
offerings. Again, please contact 
Sandy to find out if, and when, that 
is available. 

If either of these options are not 
your preference, we encourage you 
to send your offering to the church 
through the Royal Mail or drop it 
off at the church if you are out and 
about.

We continue to pray for God’s 
leading and guiding His people in 
these challenging times.

Blessings and Peace
Board of Stewardship

Stewardship, continued


