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Pastor’s Corner
Natalie and I have been working
on our yard the last while. We aren’t
green thumbs by any means, but
we planted a few flowers and plants
and a tree. In the morning I like
to grab a cup of coffee and look to
see if anything has started growing,
budding, or blossoming. It’s nice to
see some progress, but I must admit
it’s not happening fast enough for
me. I want everything to be fully
grown and colourful—now. When
I became aware of my impatience
the other day, I thought of a parable
that has become known as “The
Parable of the Barren Fig Tree.”
It’s interesting that Jesus told
this parable after responding to
those in His audience who thought
tragedies happened to people as
divine punishment for specific
sins. I have heard this idea applied
to our current situation with this
pandemic. Specific groups and sins
are listed and then the conclusion is
made that God has sent COVID-19
into the world as punishment for
those sins. I think it’s dangerous
to make conclusions like this,
whether when facing challenges in
our lives personally or collectively
as a community, nation, or world.
Jesus teaches that tragedies aren’t
times to make sin and punishment
correlations, but rather are occasions
for self-examination and repentance.
Jesus told this parable: “A
man had a fig tree planted in his

vineyard, and he came seeking fruit
on it and found none. And he said
to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three
years now I have come seeking fruit
on this fig tree, and I find none.
Cut it down. Why should it use up
the ground?’” (Luke 13:6-7). There
is warning here that those who are
separated from the Vine and do not
produce fruit will be cut off. That
is how it works with God’s Law—
produce or die. That is how it works
when we are separated from God.
But then we hear the vinedresser
advocate for the fruitless tree, “Sir,
let it alone this year also, until I
dig around it and put on manure.
Then if it should bear fruit next
year, well and good. But if not, you

can cut it down” (Luke 13:8-9).
The vinedresser asked for mercy
and nurtured and cared for this
tree, patiently tending it so that
it would bear fruit and be saved.
We have this mercy in Jesus who
feeds and cares for us through His
Word and Sacraments. We are led
to repentance and we are given faith
that believes and receives God’s
gift of salvation. We are nurtured
and we bear the fruit of our faith
loving God above all and loving
our neighbour as we love ourselves.
That is how it works with God’s
Gospel—in Christ we will not be
cut off, but are fruitful trees planted
forever in the Lord’s vineyard.
God’s blessings, Pastor Keith

Hey Kids!
Don’t miss the stuff just for you.
You can build your own Mongolian home, known as a
“ger.” All you need is:
• craft foam cut in a 3 x 12 inch strip
• 6 flexible straws
• 1 full sheet of paper towel
• tape
• scissors
• pencil
• ruler
Follow the directions in day three of the online
curriculum (see page 2 of this newsletter) to see how
you can turn household items into a miniature ger.
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Reminders

• Please remember that, because
we have a number of members with
allergies to nuts, any foods brought
to church events should be nut-free.
• Also, several have allergies
to fragrances. Please consider
them when choosing toiletries and
whether or not to wear perfumes.
• LWMLC mites and offerings will
once again be collected the first Sunday
of each month when we return to
worship in our church building.
Caring Ministry Coordinator
for June - Natalie Keith

Classifieds
Something to sell or give away? Need
something? Services to offer to fellow
members? Try The Spirit Classifieds first.
No cost. Leave your ads at the church
office or give them to the editor.
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Take a gospel adventure…to Mongolia
by Megan McDaniel, from The Lutheran Layman, Spring 2020
Are you
looking for a great
educational activity
to complete from
the comfort and
safety of your
home? Gospel
Adventures: Go
Mongolia provides
an informative
and interactive
virtual learning
experience based
around five days of
FREE curriculum.
In partnership with
Group Publishing,
Lutheran Hour
Ministries takes
grade-school
through middleschool-aged
children on a new
week-long global
adventure each
year.
This year’s trip
allows participants
to “travel” to
Mongolia to witness the importance
of God’s work by exploring this
country’s rich culture. With
remarkable landscapes from the
Gobi Desert, the Altai Mountains,
and more, Gospel Adventures: Go
Mongolia is sure to be a journey
to remember! Participants are
introduced to kids just like them
living in Mongolia who carry their
faith with them through day-to-day
life. The grade school curriculum
is designed to be led by a teacher
or parent while the middle school
curriculum uses an interactive
website for children or adults to
explore Mongolia at their own pace.

Drawing
inspiration from
Ephesians 3:1719 and letting
the immensity of
Mongollia illustrate
it, participants
of the 2020 trip
learn about God
and “how wide,
how long, how
high, and how
deep His love is.”
This adventure
includes videos,
maps, colourful
graphs and charts,
hands-on activities,
identification
boxes, questions
for discussion,
and more—all
working together
to highlight the
country’s religion,
ethnic groups, ways
of living, culture
and customs,
history and other
features that make Mongolia so vast
and diverse.
By the end of the journey,
participants will lpossess a deeper
understanding of the work of the
Gospel in their own lives and how
God is at work in people’s lives in
this exciting—and remote—part of
the world. Nearly 30,000 elementary
and middle school students have
already participated in the program
this year, but Gospel Adventures
offers something for people of all
ages. Everything you need to get
started on this Mongolian adventure
is available for FREE when you
register at gospeladventures.org.
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Evangelism/Public Relations
Give thanks
1 Thessalonians 5:18 - “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
When the request was sent out
that it was soon time for the June
newsletter, my first thought was, I
have nothing to write about. But
as always, I have learned that even
though I may think I don’t have
anything to say, it is wise to ask God
in prayer, for this is His work, not
mine, that I am asked to do.
The thought that came to mind
was “thanks,” a very short thought,
just one word.
In my human mind my first
thought related to the word thanks
was “that’s great, especially during
this time of COVID-19.” But, then I
questioned it, perhaps this word kept
playing on my mind because I have
heard it so many times in countless
ways through social media messages
thanking all those who serve the
community through their various
vocations. Perhaps I misunderstood
my initial thought, so I went back to,
“I have nothing to write about.”
Last week I dropped by the

church to pick up my mail. As I was
in the office it was noticeable that
Sandy’s computer was not on the
desk, it had gone home with her so
she could work from home. Leaving
the building the thought came to
mind, “How nice everything looks—
flower beds cared for, grass trimmed
and the sign with its encouraging
message.” I felt thanks to God for
all the workers who continue on
despite our not gathering together.
The initial thought of “thanks” was
getting stronger but I was not quite
ready to commit to writing about
“thanks”.
The morning of May 26 my
devotion began with Psalm 111:1 –
“Praise the Lord! I will give thanks
to the Lord with my whole heart, in
the company of the upright, in the
congregation.” That confirmed it—
write about “thanks”.
Despite the fact that we are
all going through the COVID-19
pandemic and each of us may be

affected in different ways, one
constant remains; God loves us, He
is with us and daily provides for
us. We have a choice, to dwell on
our inconveniences or we can give
“thanks to God” for all His blessings.
During these challenging times
I am thankful for living in Canada,
for social media so we can connect
through YouTube, Skype or Zoom,
through e-mails and by phone. I am
thankful for my immediate family,
my family at St. Paul’s, and for
being part of God’s eternal family.
There are so many more reasons
to be thankful and I pray that
each of us will daily be reminded
of God’s goodness in our lives in
all circumstances and give Him
“thanks”.
Psalm 107:15 - “Let them thank the
Lord for His steadfast love, for His
wondrous works to the children of
men.”
Clara Zirk for the
Board of Evangelism/PR

Lay Ministry
Board to continue work on preparations for resumption of in-person worship
We hope everyone is doing well
during this time of uncertainty as we
deal with the COVID 19 pandemic.
We would like to thank Pastor
Keith for his excellent leadership
during this time, particularly the
on-line worship services which he
has been providing. They have truly
been a source of inspiration and
comfort. We would also like to thank
Laura and Lisa for their musical
accompaniment which have added
to these virtual worship services.
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We know that everyone misses
the opportunity to worship and to
be together at St. Pauls but we are
optimistic that we will return to our
worship services in the near future,
even if they have to be different from
our normal worship experience as a
result of government guidelines.
The Board of Lay Ministry
has been meeting during the past
several months to review ongoing
developments as well as the spiritual
care of the members of St. Paul’s. We

will continue to meet as we prepare
for the eventual resumption of inperson worship services and discuss
any changes that need to be made in
how we carry out worship services
in light of guidelines issued by the
Government of Saskatchewan.
We will keep you posted of any
developments in the weeks ahead.
God’s blessings to all.
Board of Lay Ministry
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LWML–Canada introduces first webinar
Does fear hold you
back from sharing
the Good News
of Jesus Christ?
Have you longed
to have purposeful
Christ-centred
conversation with
family and friends?
Do you recognize
the opportunity
to share your faith?
Grab a phone, iPad or computer
and join sisters in Christ from
across Canada for an hour-long
webinar that will challenge us
to look at the way we share the

Gospel. It will challenge our fear
of sharing the Gospel, but
more importantly it will
encourage and support
as we are “Called to
Speak” purposeful
conversations of
Christ-centred faith.

The General
Council of LWML–
Canada is excited to
announce that the
first LWMLC webinar, Called to
Speak, hosted by the Member
Development Committee, will

be going live June 13, 2020. The
is room for many participants so
ladies, please sign up and invite
others.
Mark your calendars: June 13,
2020, 11:00 am - Alta. and Sask.
time. To register please RSVP
by email to Patti Kreutzwieser
at vpchristiangrowth@
lutheranwomen.ca by June
10, 2020. Then watch for your
invitation and a link to access the
webinar to arrive in your inbox on
June 11.

Stewardship
The sin of the world is paid for.
God’s Law has been kept perfectly
on our behalf. The prophecies
have all been fulfilled. Jesus Christ
has finished it all! And that,
dear Christians, should fill us
with complete confidence in our
salvation. Since Jesus has finished
all these things in His selfsacrifice, we can be fully certain
our sins are forgiven, and we have
everlasting life!
St. Paul wrote: “I appeal to you
therefore, brothers, by the mercies
of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual
worship” (Rom. 12:1).
We hear the same teaching in 1
Peter. “As you come to Him, a living
stone, rejected by men but in the
sight of God chosen and precious,
you yourselves, like living stones, are
being built up as a spiritual house,
to be a holy priesthood, to offer
4

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:4-5).
It’s the very thing Malachi
foretold of the Lord, that He would
come and purify His priestly people,
that they may offer to Him an
offering in righteousness (Mal. 3:3).
So, what does this mean? In view
of God’s mercies—that is, because
Jesus sacrificed Himself to make
us pure, giving His entire self into
death—Paul said that we are to
sacrifice ourselves entirely to God,
offering Him our whole lives. For
our Saviour did not give Himself for
us in part. So, we do not give back to
Him in part.
We don’t offer ourselves to
God just on Sunday mornings or
Wednesday evenings, for example.
Rather, we give Him our whole
selves, all the time. We understand
that offering ourselves to God
as living sacrifices involves the
giving of our time. It requires us

to be faithful stewards of the time
He has given us. Yes, it means we
devote to our Saviour all our time.
Otherwise we are not sacrificing
our whole lives.
You see, God both teaches us,
and has graciously qualified us, to
present ourselves to Him as living
sacrifices—to live as His holy priests,
who offer Him acceptable sacrifices
through Jesus Christ, all day, every
day, in our various callings.
In the passages from Romans and
1 Peter, we hear several examples
of Christian self-sacrifice: serving,
teaching, encouraging, giving,
leading, showing mercy, living
peaceably with others, submitting
to governing authorities and
those over us in the workplace,
wives submitting to husbands,
husbands honoring wives, showing
compassion, and suffering patiently
in doing good.
In all these things, and in all our
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Stewardship, continued
other everyday activities, we sacrifice
ourselves by using our time, not
just for our own benefit, but also
and especially for the well-being
of others. Work time, school time,
exercise time, study time, mealtime,
chore time, recreation and relaxation
time, even sleep time—it’s all God’s
gift to us to use for purposes that
please and honour Him.

This challenges us to think about
the way we spend our time, how we
utilize our talents, and the way we
spend our treasures. Whatever it
is I’m doing, am I doing it “for the
Lord” (Col. 3:23)? Am I presenting
God a living sacrifice? Am I
conducting myself as a holy priest,
whose sacrifice is acceptable to God?

The Board of Stewardship wants you to know that
during this time when we are not able to worship
together, we have been watching our financial situation
carefully to ensure we are able to meet our payroll and
other obligations.
While we have seen decreases in our giving we
thank you for continuing to support our operations by
mailing in or dropping off your donations, by using
the e-transfer system we recently put in place and by
signing up for the pre-authorized remittance system.
All of these methods of giving enable us to pay our
expenses.
We recently received our financial statements to the
end of April which show a year-to-date deficit of $7,660.
At the end of April 2019, we had a year-to-date deficit of
$4,607 so on that comparison, we have about a $3,000
higher deficit than last year at the same time. Our 2017
– 2019 three year average deficit is about $6,500 so 2020
is not that far off at $7,660.
PRAY FOR A FUIURE PASTOR

7040 Ada Blvd NW
Edmonton AB T5B 4E3
www.concordiasem.ab.ca

Josh Timm

Thank you for your prayers and financial support
of Concordia Lutheran Seminary in its mission to
form servants for Jesus’ sake.
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Because our Lord sacrificed
Himself wholly for us, we offer
ourselves wholly to Him as living
sacrifices. This is following Jesus in
self-sacrifice. By His saving mercy,
yes, our sacrifice is acceptable to
God. For the sake of Jesus’ finished
work, God is pleased with us.

Spending by boards is within budget so our deficit
is attributed to revenue shortfall primarily due to
restrictions imposed on public gatherings. Our
donations are lower this year compared to 2019 by
about 20% per month.
We have applied for government subsidy programs
that are available and have been approved. We received
a subsidy of $5,459 in May for our first claim period
so this revenue is not included in the April 30 figures
reported. As long as we continue to qualify—which we
expect will be the case—we will continue to receive this
approximate amount each month through the summer
or longer if the program is extended. This will certainly
help our financial situation.
We note that our donations of $19,616 in April is
made up of $7,435 from envelope offerings, $5,985
from pre-authorized remittance giving and $6,196
from e-transfer giving. We thank members for taking
the opportunities available to continue to keep up with
their offerings during this time. If you would like more
information about any of these giving options, please
contact Sandy or a member of the Board of Stewardship.
Thank you and God’s blessings to you during this
time!
Board of Stewardship

Help me realize prayer is not an interruption,
but an investment. It links me to You — the
inexhaustible power that spins the universe.
You Are Precious, Alma Kern
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Pentecost activity

Materials needed:
• Markers, crayons or pencil crayons
• Paint (red, orange or yellow) or get
creative and use all three!!
• A straw (or something similar)

or yellow) near the bottom of the
flame.
3) Take a straw and gently blow the
paint up towards the top of the page
to make the it look like flames.

Instructions:
1) Colour the page.
2) Above each head you see a flame.
Add a small dot of paint (red, orange

Read and talk about this Scripture
passage with your family:
When the day of Pentecost arrived,
they were all together in one place.
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And suddenly there came from
heaven a sound like a mighty
rushing wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. And
divided tongues as of fire appeared
to them and rested on each one of
them. And they were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak
in other tongues as the Spirit gave
them utterance. (Acts 2:1-4)
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