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Wisdom 
All Scripture is breathed out by 

God and profitable for teaching, 
reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness (2 Timothy 
3:16-17).
Taste and see that the Lord is good

Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous, but the Lord delivers him 

On behalf of the congregation, 
we are thankful for the ongoing 
ministry and leadership of Pastor 
Keith as he feeds us in Word and 
Sacrament. Other ministry— 
baptism, confirmation, Bible studies 
and visitation—also continue, 
with some slight changes, keeping 
in mind the provincial health 
guidelines currently in place. We 
are also thankful for the ongoing 
and dedicated service of Laura and 
Ken as they lead us in music for 
our worship services. We are now 
able to have singing as part of the 
worship service and for that we are 
grateful as this is an important part 
of our worship.  

The Board of Lay Ministry 
led by Pastor Keith, continues to 
monitor the COVID protocols 
and guidelines from the provincial 
government and adjust our own 
procedures as necessary. This 
will continue. We appreciate the 

Evangelism

Lay Ministry

God’s word of encouragement for daily living

An update

out of them all (Psalm 34:19).
Prayer, Praise and Thanksgiving

Rejoice always, pray without 
ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will in 
Christ Jesus for you (1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18).
Walk in Love

Therefore be imitators of God as 

beloved children. And walk in love, 
as Christ loved us and gave Himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God (Ephesians 5:1-2).

May the Lord Bless and keep you 
safe as we continue to go through 
this extended period of COVID-19.

Clara Zirk for the 
Board of Evangelism

cooperation of our members as 
necessary changes are implemented. 
We hope and trust that we will 
be able to return to the normal 
practices we enjoyed before the 
pandemic began almost two years 
ago. In the meantime, worship 
services continue to be available 
on our website, and we trust this 
is helpful for those members who 
are not yet able to attend worship 
services in person. 

Two weekly Bible studies 
have commenced. The Tuesday 
morning study of the lessons for 
the upcoming Sunday worship 
service is online while the Thursday 
evening study of the Book of 
Romans, is in person.  

Over the summer months of July 
and August, Pastor Keith was able 
to take some time off for vacation. 
We appreciate and thank Daryl 
Walter and Phil Guebert for leading 
four of our worship services for 

those Sundays when Pastor Keith 
was away. We also thank Sandy 
for continuing to assist Pastor 
Keith and the congregation in her 
administrative duties.

   Board of Lay Ministry.  



2 627 Taylor Street East, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7H 1V9 • 306-343-9535 • www.stpaulslutheran.ca

The Spirit OCTOBER 2021

Pastor: Rev. Murray Keith
Office Secretary: Sandy Harper

phone: 306-343-9535
e-mail: stpaulslcc@sasktel.net
web: www.stpaulslutheran.ca

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
stpaulslutheran

Instagram: www.instagram.com/
stpaulslcc

Spirit Editor: Marion Hollinger
hollinger@sasktel.net

Next deadline: Oct. 27, 2021
Publication: Oct. 31, 2021

Reminders
• Please remember that, because 

we have a number of members with 
allergies to nuts, any foods brought 
to church events should be nut-free.

• Also, several have allergies 
to fragrances. Please consider 
them when choosing toiletries and 
whether or not to wear perfumes.

• LWMLC mites and offerings will 
eventually be collected the first Sunday 
of each month when we all return to 
worship in our church building. For 
now you may include your mites with 
your congregational offering but as 
a separate cheque clearly marked as 
LWMLC mites.

Classifieds
Something to sell or give away? Need 
something? Services to offer to fellow 
members? Try The Spirit Classifieds first. 
No cost. Leave your ads at the church 
office or give them to the editor.

Pastor’s Corner

“Who may ascend the hill of the 
Lord? Who may stand in His holy 
place? He who has clean hands and 
a pure heart, who does not lift up his 
soul to an idol or swear by what is 
false” (Psalm 24:3-4). 

There is only one man who has 
ever lived who qualifies by those 
standards to stand in the presence of 
God: Christ Jesus. He has flesh and 
bones like we do, but as God’s sinless 
Son, His hands are clean and He 
has a pure heart. He alone rightfully 
belongs in God’s presence. However, 
baptized into His family, by faith we 
are God’s children: “For in Christ 
Jesus you are all sons of God, through 
faith. For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ” (Galatians 3:26-27). Having 
put on Christ in the waters of our 
baptism, we have been cleansed in 
His redeeming blood which means 
that our hands are as clean as His, 
and our hearts are as pure. Now we 
are able to stand in God’s holy place 
forgiven and free. Not only are we 
able—it’s where we belong. 

God has not abandoned us 
as orphans to struggle with the 
difficulties of this life alone. He 
gives us solace and peace and rest 
in His presence. That’s why we go 
to church. Together, in the sacred 
liturgy we are invited into God’s 
presence to receive the life He 
graciously and lovingly provides. 
But this goes beyond being in the 
four walls of a church building. 
God invites us to be in His presence 
every moment of our lives and this 
happens when we spend time in His 
Word and in personal prayer. Prayer 
is God’s invitation to leave the fears 
and struggles of this life behind and 
to again enter into our true identity 

as the children of God—to “ask 
Him as dear children ask their dear 
Father,” as Luther explained it. 

“For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has 
been tempted in every way, just as we 
are—yet was without sin. Let us then 
approach the throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in our 
time of need” (Hebrews 4:15-16). 

In Jesus’ name, stand in God’s 
holy place. Call upon His name in 
every trouble. Offer the prayers and 
praises of your heart in complete 
confidence of His healing love. In 
God’s presence there is life and 
peace. It’s where we belong. 

God’s blessings,
Pastor Keith 

Welcome to our new members 
June Gorgchuck and the Tabet 
family, Felipe and Juliana and their 
children Julio, Sarah and Maria, who 
have made St. Paul's their church 
home. We welcome you into our 
church family!

Welcome

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
mailto:stpaulslcc@sasktel.net
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3 627 Taylor Street East, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7H 1V9 • 306-343-9535 • www.stpaulslutheran.ca

The Spirit OCTOBER 2021

October “Give, Thanking God” food drive

The Board of Evangelism cannot 
collect for the Food Bank again this 
year. Times are still challenging for 
all of us and especially for those who 
rely on the Food Bank for immediate 
needs. If you are able to support 
this organization, we encourage you 
to give non-perishable food items 
through a grocery store or directly to 
the Food Bank. 

A bit of research found that 
donations may be made in the 
following ways:
Co-op Grocery stores - you may 
purchase specific items or you may 

purchase a $5, $10, $15 or $20 food 
hamper at the cashier then drop 
them at the Food Bank donation bin 
near the exit.
Extra Foods - you may purchase 
the items you wish to donate and 
drop them off at the donation bin 
near the exit.

FreshCo - you may purchase 
items you wish to donate or you 
may purchase a $10 hamper at the 
cashier, then drop them off at the 
donation bin near the exit.

Independence - does not have a 
donation program at this time but 
suggests donating directly to the 
Food Bank.

Safeway - you may purchase items 
you wish to donate and drop them 
off at the donation bin near the exit.

Save On Foods - you may purchase 
items you wish to donate and drop 
them off at the donation bin near 
the exit.

Sobeys - you may purchase items 
you wish to donate or you may 
purchase a $10 hamper at the 
cashier, then drop them off at the 
donation bin near the exit.

Superstore - you may purchase items 
you wish to donate and drop them off 
at the donation bin near the exit.

Food Bank - located at 202 Ave. C 
South. They have a donation bin at 
the front door service desk.

We GIVE, THANKING God for the 
many blessing He has given to us and

THANKING God for the many 
opportunities we have to share His 

love for us with our community.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

Clear for landing
A friend of mine told me a story 

about something that happened to 
him while he was working for CPR 
in the early 1980s. On a run from 
Thunder Bay to Schreiber, Ont., the 
train he was on rounded a corner 
near Loon, just east of Thunder Bay, 
and, shockingly enough, there was 
an airplane sitting on the tracks. 

Evidently, it had run out of gas and 
made an emergency landing. The 
conductor wasn’t able to stop in 
time, and so the train plowed right 
into the thankfully vacant plane, 
demolishing it. When the conductor 
radioed the dispatcher in Schreiber 
to report that his train had struck a 
plane, there was a brief pause and 

then the dispatcher replied, “You are 
too high. Lower the train back onto 
the tracks.” 

by Mike Mineau,
Schreiber, Ont., 

from Our Canada, 
August/Setpember 2019

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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Stewardship
Why do we give? Is it simply 

because God commands us to? Or 
is there more to it? To be sure, the 
Word and instruction of God in 
the Bible says we should give, and 
this is sufficient to encourage us 
to give (Luke 6:38; Acts 20:35; 1 
Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 8:7; 
Galatians 6:6).

But there’s more to it than just 
obligation. We’re not just trying 
to fulfill a work of the law. We are 
bearing fruits of the Spirit given to 
us by our Father in heaven through 
His Son our Lord Jesus Christ. In 
other words, we’re not just doing 
what our Father said, we’re also 
doing what He did.

Children emulate their parents. 
When they grow up, they often 
carry many of the same mannerisms 
and characteristics as their parents. 
But there is more to it than that. 
Children copy their parents even on 
a more mundane level. They watch 
how their parents cross their legs, 
how they fold their hands, how they 
stand and sit and walk, and how 
they do and say most everything. 
Then children try to copy it.

This can be quite humorous 
when caught in the act. They do 
this even when parents don’t want 
them to. Everyone has been in the 
uncomfortable – and embarrassing 
situation – where a child does or 
says something one of their parents 
has done or said that is less than 
polite. Sitcoms thrive on these. It 
only works because of the truth that 
children emulate their parents, and 
they do it because they want to be 
like them.

We are the children of God – 
by grace through faith. In Holy 
Baptism, God the Father declares 
of us what He declared of Jesus at 
His Baptism in the Jordan, “You 

are my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” God the Father claims 
us as His own. He takes away all 
our sins. In exchange, He gives us 
His righteousness, His purity, His 
holiness, and His Spirit – by which 
we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

We are born again – born from 
above, born of water and the Spirit 
– to a new life in Christ as His 
children. We are sons of God in 
Christ through Baptism. Since we 
are sons, we are heirs who share in 
the glory of the Son of God. The 
inheritance is ours because of the 
Father’s grace, mercy, and generosity 
in sending His Son in time to save us 
for all eternity.

This is why we give generously 
of our income to the work of 
the church. We want to be like 
our heavenly Father. We want to 
emulate His generosity by being 
generous ourselves. We give to the 
work of the church because we have 
witnessed the generous giving of 
our Father in heaven.

More than that, we are recipients 
of it. It is because we have received 
our Father’s gifts that we desire to 
give ourselves. His gifts are not just 
spiritual. They are temporal and 
earthly as well. As Luther’s Small 
Catechism teaches in the Fourth 
Petition of the Lord’s Prayer:
Give us this day our daily bread.

What does this mean? God 
certainly gives daily bread to 
everyone without our prayers, even 
to all evil people, but we pray in this 
petition that God would lead us to 
realize this and to receive our daily 
bread with thanksgiving. 

What is meant by daily bread? 
Daily bread includes everything that 
has to do with the support and needs 
of the body, such as food, drink, 
clothing, shoes, house, home, land, 

animals, money, goods, a devout 
husband or wife, devout children, 
devout workers, devout and faithful 
rulers, good government, good 
weather, peace, health, self-control, 
good reputation, good friends, 
faithful neighbours, and the like.

In other words, He gives us 
everything we need for the care of 
both body and soul. His generosity 
knows no bounds.

Therefore, we sit down at the 
beginning of the year, the beginning 
of the month, or the beginning of the 
week and set aside a generous portion 
of God’s daily bread for His work in 
the church. This is not done because 
He has commanded us so to do but 
rather because we, as His children by 
grace, want to emulate His generosity 
in our own lives. He is our Father; we 
are His children. And children want 
to be like their parents.

Here at St. Paul’s, the Board of 
Stewardship has begun the process 
of setting the budget for the 2022 
calendar year by preparing and 
distributing the budget forms for 
boards to estimate their program 
and spending needs for next year.We 
pray that boards will be diligent and 
creative in planning programs that 
are important and needed in our 
congregation and beyond. 

While we don’t know how we 
will end the 2021 calendar year, 
we do know that typically we rely 
on strong financial gifts in the last 
three to four months of the year 
to help balance our giving with 
our expenses. We pray that we will 
all remember how God has richly 
provided us with all we need to 
support us – and that includes the 
Body of Christ – the Church.

God’s Blessings
Board of Stewardship

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca

