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COVID-19 has not slowed my life down; I seem to be almost as busy as 
ever but in a more relaxed way. It’s amazing how much I can do online from 
my computer, all in the comfort of my home. I’ve

• attended church via You Tube
• gone to Bible study and meetings with Go-to-Meeting
• Attended funerals via Zoom
• Kept doctor appointments by phone
• Shopped for Christmas online
•  Visited family via Skype
It would be very easy for me to get used to this new way of life; it’s 

probably my age talking here, but I am enjoying the slowdown in pace. The 
one drawback though, which is irreplaceable, is being face to face with all 
the people we know and love.     Clara Zirk

Our COVID adventures
Last issue your editor invited you to share some of the things that have 

changed in your life because of COVID-19. We’re not looking for anything 
super exciting, just the sorts of things we might share if we sat down for 
coffee for a few fellow members. Here are a couple of items received.

Rhonda Billard sent a photo. She said she put up their Christmas decorations 
on the mantel earlier than usual because she thought everyone needed a 
little cheering up. 

Many years ago a candy maker 
had an idea. He wanted to show 
through the candy he made that 
Jesus Christ was born among us 
and lived and died to save us all. 
So through the use of colour and 
shape, he created a piece of candy 
that told the story of Jesus from 
Christmas to Easter.

He made white stripes on his 
candy to stand for the fact that 
Jesus was sinless and pure. He made 
small red stripes to indicate the 
scourging Jesus endured before he 
dies and a large red stripe to show 
Jesus’ blood shed on the cross. 
Then he shaped his candy like a 
shepherd’s staff to remind 
us that Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd.  

What did he make? 
A candy cane! 
And if you turn it 

upside down, you’ll see 
the focus of the piece – 
the letter J for Jesus.

The story of the those 
delicious candy canes
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Reminders
• Please remember that, because 

we have a number of members with 
allergies to nuts, any foods brought 
to church events should be nut-free.

• Also, several have allergies 
to fragrances. Please consider 
them when choosing toiletries and 
whether or not to wear perfumes.

• LWMLC mites and offerings 
will once again be collected the first 
Sunday of each month when we return 
to worship in our church building. For 
now mites only may be given with your 
offering to St. Paul’s as long as they are 
clearly marked as LWMLC mites.

Classifieds
Something to sell or give away? Need 
something? Services to offer to fellow 
members? Try The Spirit Classifieds first. 
No cost. Leave your ads at the church 
office or give them to the editor.

Pastor’s Corner

Out of love and concern for our 
members and community, St. Paul’s 
has paused in-person activities.

1) Worship - we will return 
to recorded services with a link 
provided to those on the email list, 
on the church website (https://www.
stpaulslutheran.ca/sermons), and on 
our Facebook page.

2) Tuesday afternoon Bible study 
- those attending may participate in 
the Tuesday 10:00 a.m. online study. 
Contact the church office for a link.

3) Caring Ministry - we pause 
until we are able to do so within 

health authority guidelines.
In a note via email pastor said: 

While we might not be able to 
gather together physically over the 
next while, we remember that we 
continue to be united as the Body 
of Christ and we journey together 
during this uncertain time. Our 
Lord has promised that He will 
lead us through all of life’s valleys, 
including this time of the pandemic. 
He comforts us with his Word of 
promise, “…Behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age” 
(Matthew 28:20).

Hitting the pause button

We have entered into the time in 
the Church Year called Advent. It is a 
time of anticipation and preparation 
for our Lord’s coming into the world 
by being born of the Virgin Mary, His 
coming into the world today through 
His Word and Sacraments, and when 
He will come on the Last Day to 
usher in the new heaven and new 
earth. The season of Advent helps us 
view the events in the world, and in 
our personal lives, in the context of 
God’s Word and promises. We can 
become fixated on the things of this 
world and lose sight of how it all fits 
into the broader context of God’s plan 
of salvation. This year in particular 
we might find ourselves being led 
to focus on restrictions, protocols, 
and the promise of a coming vaccine 
more than focussing on the way in 
which Jesus promises to come to us 
today and on the Last Day. This is not 
to minimize what we are facing right 
now, but to encourage us to view 
everything in the context of faith.

In the midst of all of the 
uncertainty we are facing right now, 
we have God’s sure Word of promise 

that Jesus, the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end, has won 
victory for us through His death 
and resurrection. There is nothing 
uncertain about this. In Christ’s 
resurrection we see the victory won 
and we know we will overcome sin 
and death and have eternal life. 
This doesn’t mean life will be easy. 
Knowing the end of the story doesn’t 
make living it out unchallenging; 
but it does give us peace and certain 
hope as we do.

During this season of Advent we 
anticipate and prepare for the birth 
of our Saviour who puts everything 
into proper context. The Word 
became flesh and dwells among us, 
and we have seen His glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth (John 1:14). This 
changes everything. 

I wish you a blessed season of 
Advent and I pray that you are 
filled with God’s love and peace as 
we again hear the great and mighty 
wonder that the infant born in 
Bethlehem is our Saviour and Lord. 
Bask in the wonders of his love!

God’s blessings, Pastor Keith
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The Sunday school team, with 
encouragement and help from 
Arlene Kish, sent out Advent 
activity kits to Sunday school and 
confirmation children. These kits 
focus on “The Jesse Tree,” which 

Board of Education

traces Jesus’ lineage, starting with 
the creation of the world and Adam 
and Eve, up to His birth. Youth age 
families received “The Jesse Tree” 
devotions from CPH. You can find 
the devotions and the ornaments to 

colour included in the newsletter (at 
the end), if you would like to join in. 
May God bless your Advent as you 
prepare for Jesus’ birth!

Denise Timm, Director

Three batisms took place during November

We welcome three little ones to God’s family 
and His family at St. Paul’s. Because of COVID-19 
they were received through the Sacrament of 
Baptism in privates services.

Pictured clockwise from top left: 
• Nate Markewich; parents: Kyle & Courtney 
Markewich; sponsors: Michael Senger & Megan 
Ryan
• Madilyn Paul; parents: Craig &Megan Paul; 
sponsors: Stephanie & Curtis Monette
• Brayden Zabinsky; parents: Trent & Kerra 
Zabinsky; sponsors: Tricia Glova & Terry Fenwick

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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Evangelism/Public Relations

Stewardship

In the October issue of The 
Spirit newsletter the Board of 
Evangelism/PR shared how we 
are connecting with our local 
community association, QEXCA, by 
sharing newsletters and publishing 
their request for volunteers in the 
community. They, in turn, have 
posted our worship service times in 
their newsletter. 

In October, you may recall, they 
requested help in rebuilding the 
Queen Elizabeth Rink. That project 
has been completed. 
Here is a new opportunity to help 
our neighbour

The Queen Elizabeth Haultain 
Community Association operates 
two outdoor skating rinks:
• Achs Park Rink, 102 Elm St. at 

McPherson Ave
• Queen Elizabeth School Rink, 

1905 Eastlake Ave. at Taylor St.
They offer supervised public 

skating opportunities at least 
six hours each week from mid-
December to mid-March, weather 
permitting. They are looking 
for people, 16 years or older, to 
volunteer as a Public Volunteer 
Supervisors for a minimum two-
hour time block, once a month 
during the season. Ideally they are 
looking for volunteers to cover 

more of the season than one shift 
but would appreciate any help they 
can get. For youth who earn credits 
for volunteering, they will complete 
whatever documentation is required. 
This season there will be some 
additional pandemic restrictions on 
public skating rules.

They are also inviting our 
congregation to enjoy some 
recreational skating. As for schedule, 
they would be willing to work 
around our congregations needs if 
we were to provide the volunteer 
supervisor. In the past the times 

have been 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. If we had a group that 
chose to skate after church on a 
Sunday or a youth group wanted to 
skate Thursday evenings, they could 
make the rink available to us. They 
would like to work out something 
mutually beneficial.

See the job description for the 
Public Skating Supervisor below.

If you’re interested in 
volunteering or need more 
information contact the QEXCA at 
volunteers@qexca.ca.
Clara Zirk for the Board of Evangelism/PR

Christmas is coming. It is a 
joyous time of feasting. The Church 
feasts upon the Word of God in 
sermon, song, and sacrament. 

We hear the proclamation of the 
message of the angels: “Fear not, 
for behold, I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the 

people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2:10-11). We mingle our voices 
with theirs as we sing, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is 
pleased” (Luke 2:14)! We receive the 

proclaimed Saviour, Christ the Lord, 
not wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and lying in manger but wrapped 
in bread and wine placed into our 
mouths for the forgiveness of sins, 
life, and salvation. We feast in great 
joy indeed because of this great 

Building Relations within our Community-continued

 

 

Job Description 
Public Skating Supervisor 

Role: 
The Public Skating Supervisor is not elected.  The position is appointed by the Rink 
Coordinator and, therefore, does not vote at Board meetings.  This position is 
accountable to the Community to be identified, available and accessible, on site, during 
the assigned public skate times. 
Responsibilities: 
➢ Opens the rink shack at least five minutes before the scheduled Public Skating time.  

Turns on the music player. 
➢ Welcomes all skaters, their families and friends and other guests. Encourages 

everyone to have an enjoyable experience. 
➢ Enforces the Rink Rules, as posted. 
➢ Responds, appropriately, to emergency situations when, and as, they arise.  Reports 

all emergency situations to the Rink Coordinator. 
➢ Closes the rink shack and turns off the music player and interior lights at the end of 

the Public Skating time. 
Requirements: 
➢ Demonstrated maturity and responsibility 
➢ Skills to interact with people to create a positive recreation environment 
➢ Current First Aid and CPR certification 
➢ Ability to skate is an asset 

Job Description — Public Skating Supervisor
Role:

The Public Skating Supervisor is not 
elected. The position is appointed by the Rionk 
Coordinator and, therefore, does not vote at 
board meetings. This position is accountable to 
the Community to be identified, available tand 
accessible, on site, during the assigned public 
skate times.
Responsibilities:
• Opens the rink shack at least five minutes 

before the scheduled Public Skating time. 
Turns on the music player.

• Welcomes all skaters, their families and 
friends and other guests. Encourages 
everyone to have an enjoyable experience.

• Enforces the Rink Rules as posted.
• Responds approriately, to emergency 

situations when, as as, they arise. Reports 
all emergency situations to the Rink 
Coordinator.

• Closes the rink shak and turns off the music 
player and interior lights at the end of the 
Public Skating time.

Requirements:
• Demonstrated maturity and responsibility
• Skills to interact with people to create a 

positive recreation environment.
• Current First Aid and CPR certification.
• Ability to skate is an asset.

continued next page

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
mailto:volunteers@qexca.ca


5 627 Taylor Street East, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7H 1V9 • 306-343-9535 • www.stpaulslutheran.ca

The Spirit DECEMBER 2020

Stewardship, continued

blessing from our Lord and God. 
God’s people in ancient Israel 

also feasted with great joy. The Lord 
showered His abundant blessing on 
His people. And He commanded 
them to feast upon it (Deuteronomy 
16). The people were to go to the 
place appointed, where the Lord 
would make His name dwell, and 
give offerings, each man as he was 
able, according to the blessing of the 
Lord that He had given them (Deut. 
16:10, 15, 17). 

And there the Lord would bless 
them with joy as they feasted upon 
what the Lord had provided. They ate 
of the choice parts of their offerings. 
They enjoyed the company of all the 
people of God as they together heard 
His promises of blessing, sang of His 
bountiful goodness, and partook of 
what He gave. 

We feast on the Word who 
became flesh to dwell among us, 
not just during Christmas but 
throughout all the year. We feast not 
just on the salvation He has wrought 
for us in His Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but we feast also on all the 
temporal blessings that God gives 
out of His fatherly divine goodness 
and mercy, without any merit or 
worthiness in us. We enjoy the rich 
bounty that God provides, not only 
in Word and Sacrament, but also 
in house and home, property and 
income, family and friends. 

Let us then, as did our brothers 
in the faith from ancient Israel, 
give as we are able, according to the 
blessing of the Lord our God that He 
has given us. Let us, like them, give 
generously of the first fruits of our 
income, which He gives, so that all 
may know and enjoy the salvation 

He gives and the joy we have in the 
Saviour born in the city of David, 
who is Christ the Lord. 

 
St. Paul’s financial update

Christmas is the season we 
reflect on the many blessings God 
has showered on us and we respond 
to those blessings by giving back 
to Him. As we think back over this 
year, we wonder if and when things 
will get back to pre-COVID times. 
While we don’t know the time, we 
do know that God always keeps His 
promises and continues to bless us 
in so many ways. In spite of public 
worship services being cancelled and 
then when they did resume, there 
were many restrictions and safety 
protocols to follow, we wonder 
if this is the new normal? Yes, it 
has been a challenging year, but 
challenges also bring opportunities 
and new ways of thinking and 
responding. For example, the Board 
of Stewardship has talked for a 
while about providing additional 
opportunities for member giving. 
When COVID hit and in-person 
worship services were suspended, we 
were able to put in place e-transfer 
giving opportunities within a 
matter of a couple of weeks. This 
opportunity has helped members 
support the programs and ministry 
in a very significant way. To the end 
of October e-transfer giving has 
provided over $26,000 in offering 
revenue which, along with PAR 
offerings and envelope offerings 
have allowed us to continue 
paying our bills and meeting our 
commitments.    

We have been able to apply and 
be approved for some government 

subsidy programs that were made 
available to support the non-profit 
and charitable sector. To the end 
of October, we have received about 
$24,000 in subsidies and will likely 
qualify for $2000 to $3000 more by 
the end of the year. Without that 
subsidy support, our total revenues 
would be down by about 18% from 
2019. Including subsidy support our 
total revenue is down about 6% for 
last year. We know that the number 
of worship opportunities and 
numbers attending those services 
will be lower than usual during the 
Advent and Christmas season. We 
pray that we all remember God’s gift 
to us in His Son and open our hearts 
with joy and thanksgiving!

St. Paul’s budget for 2021
Soon you will receive or have 

already received a copy of the 
proposed budget for 2021 as 
recommended by the Board of 
Stewardship. Given that we will not 
be able to have an in-person voters’ 
meeting to discuss and approve next 
year’s spending plans to support 
our programs and ministry, you 
will be given the opportunity to 
ask questions by emailing your 
questions or comments to the 
church office, and then vote online 
for its approval. Members who 
do not have email addresses, will 
receive a telephone call from Sandy 
in the church office who will go over 
the budget proposals and take a 
verbal vote from those members.

We pray for your thoughtful 
consideration of the budget to 
continue to provide ministry and 
programming into 2021.

God’s Blessings 
Board of Stewardship

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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The Aztecs called poinsettias 
“Cuetlaxochitl.” During the 14th 
- 16th centuries the sap was used 
to control fevers and the bracts 
(modified leaves) were used to make 
a reddish dye.

Montezuma, the last of the 
Aztec kings, would have poinsettias 
brought into what now is Mexico 
City by caravans because poinsettias 
could not be grown in the high 
altitude.

In the 17th century, Juan Balme, 
a botanist, noted the poinsettia plant 
in his writings. 

The botanical name, Euphorbia 
pulcherrima, was assigned to the 
poinsettia by the German botanist, 
Wilenow. The plant grew through 
a crack in his greenhouse. Dazzled 
by its color, he gave it the botanical 
name, Euphorbia pulcherrima meaning 
“very beautiful.”

Joel Roberts Poinsett was the first 
United States Ambassador to Mexico 
being appointed by President 
John Quincy Adams in the 1820s. 
At the time of his appointment, 
Mexico was involved in a civil war. 
Because of his interest in botany he 
introduced the American elm into 
Mexico. During his stay in Mexico 
he wandered the countryside 
looking for new plant species. In 
1828 he found a beautiful shrub 
with large red flowers growing next 
to a road. He took cuttings from 
the plant and brought them back to 
his greenhouse in South Carolina. 
Even though Poinsett had an 
outstanding career as a United States 
congressman and as an ambassador 
he will always be remembered for 
introducing the poinsettia into the 
United States.

William Prescott, a historian 
and horticulturist, was asked to give 
Euphorbia pulcherrima a new name 

as it became more popular. At that 
time Mr. Prescott had just published 
a book called the Conquest of Mexico 
in which he detailed Joel Poinsett’s 
discovery of the plant. Prescott 
named the plant the poinsettia in 
honour of Joel Poinsett’s discovery. 

A nurseryman from 
Pennsylvania, John Bartram, is 
credited as being the first  person to 
sell poinsettias under its botanical 
name, Euphorbia pulcherrima

In the early 1900s the Ecke 
family of southern California 
grew poinsettias outdoors for use 
as landscape plants and as a cut 
flower. Eventually the family grew 
poinsettias in greenhouses and 
today is recognized as the leading 
producer of poinsettias in the 
United States.

POINSETTIA QUIZ
1)  The showy colored parts of 
poinsettias that most people think 
are the flowers are 

a) actually coloured bracts 
(modified leaves)

b) leaves that are dying 
c) leaves that have been painted

2) What percent of poinsettias sold 
are purchased by women?

a) twenty per cent
b) eighty per cent
c) none because their husbands 
or children buy for them

3) What colour poinsettia is most 
preferred?

a) Red
b) White
c) Pink

4) How many varieties of poinsettias 
are available?

a) 12
b) 24
c) 100

5) In nature, poinsettias are 
perennial flowering shrubs that 
grow up to 

a) five feet tall
b) ten feet tall
c) fifty feet tall

6) Poinsettias are priced according 
to 

a)  their colour
b)  the number of blooms
c)   where they are grown 

Answers:
 a, b, a, c, b, b

Poinsettia history and lore

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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Jesse Tree kit on this and following pages.

http://www.stpaulslutheran.ca
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