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Education

Happy Adventus! The wonderful 
thing about the Latin language is 
that so many of our English words 
come from it, so it’s not surprising 
it’s easy to guess what “Aventus” 
means. If you said “Advent” you are 
right! In Latin, “Adventus” means 
“coming” so why would we use this 
word before Christmas? Who or 
what is coming? Jesus, of course! 

GROWING
HEARTS 
OF FAITH 
KIDS CORNER
One Lord, One faith, 
One baptism 
(Ephesians 4:5)

Even in the Old Testament, w-a-
a-a-ay before Jesus came, there 
were men, called prophets, who 
said He would be coming. How 
did they know? God told them. He 
asked them to write it down, so the 
entire world would know He was 
coming and why He was coming. 
God planned to send Jesus to save 
us from our sins ever since the 
beginning of the world when Adam 
and Eve first sinned in the Garden 
of Eden. All the terrible things that 
anyone ever did or ever will do, 
were all forgiven when Jesus died on 
the cross. He could do this because 
He is God’s Son. All we need to do 
is believe He actually did that and 
ask God to forgive the wrong things 
we do every day. 

At the end of the newsletter, 
you will find LAST year’s Advent 
and Christmas activity sheets to 
learn more about how God showed 
us His love through His Son, Jesus. 
To find THIS year’s activity sheets, 
with THIS year’s Bible readings, go 
online to Resources, Kid’s Resources 
under lll.ca (Lutheran Laymen’s 
League of Canada). At the bottom 
of the page, every week you’ll find a 
new Kid’s Lectionary Learning link. 

HAPPY ADVENT!....and 
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!  

God bless you and your families,
Mrs. Denise Timm 

For the Board of Christian Education

Take advantage of these 
opportunities to worship on 
Christmas weekend.

Christmas Eve  at 7:00 p.m.
Lessons and Carols

Christmas Day at 10:00 a.m.
Divine Service

Sunday, December 26  
at 10:00 a.m. Divine Service

Christmas worship
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Reminders
• Please remember that, because 

we have a number of members with 
allergies to nuts, any foods brought 
to church events should be nut-free.

• Also, several have allergies 
to fragrances. Please consider 
them when choosing toiletries and 
whether or not to wear perfumes.

• LWMLC mites and society 
offerings may be put in the offering 
plate, mailed to the church or given to 
society treasurer, Marion Hollinger. 
Please make any cheques payable to St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church but mark them 
clearly as being for LWMLC. Indicate 
the amount for mites and the amount 
for society funds.

Classifieds
Something to sell or give away? Need 
something? Services to offer to fellow 
members? Try The Spirit Classifieds first. 
No cost. Leave your ads at the church 
office or give them to the editor.

An update in worship plans

Ladies of the LWML gather once more

Lay Ministry

We hope and pray that 
everyone is doing well and you 
have enjoyed the great fall weather 
we experienced. As mentioned 
previously, the provincial 
COVID-19 guidelines and 
regulations, specifically relating to 
worship services, continue to be 
closely monitored by Pastor Keith 
and the Board of Lay Ministry. 
This is done to ensure the health 
and safety for those members 
who choose to attend in-person 
worship services. In addition, the 
Board of Lay Ministry and Pastor 
Keith continue to have discussions 
on how to best provide ministry 
to members of St. Paul’s in these 
challenging times as well as 
preparing for a return to normalcy 
in the new year. This includes 
not only the in-person worship 
services and Bible studies but also 
worship services and Bible studies 
carried out online, as well as private 
communion to those not able to 
attend worship services in person.

We continue to be thankful for 
the dedication of Laura Neufeld, 
and Ken Neitz as they share their 
musical gifts for our worship 
services. We recognize their 

commitment of time and talents. 
Thanks as well to Natalie for the 
technical assistance to Pastor Keith 
in recording the services that are 
made available to members who are 
not able to attend worship services 
in person.   

We continue to use a small group 
of people for the Altar Guild and 
ushers. We thank those individuals 
for their faithfulness in preparing 
for communion and in ushering 
for worship services, and we thank 
Doreen Morris and Daryl Walter for 
coordinating the Altar Guild and 
ushers respectively. 

Pastor Keith has been a constant 
in providing leadership this past 
year in using technology to enable 
carrying out the ministry of Word 
and Sacrament in the congregation 
as well as in his private ministry to 
members. We are very blessed to 
have Pastor Keith leading St. Paul’s 
during these turbulent times. 

We wish all members of St. Paul’s 
God’s blessings this Christmas 
season and we look forward to a 
return to normal worship services 
in the new year and seeing all 
members of St. Paul’s worshipping 
together again and in person. 

Board of Lay Ministry

A core group of women 
from St. Paul’s LWML 
has begun meeting once a 
month for Bible study. The 
welcome mat is out for any 
women who feel comfortable 
meeting in-person (masks required, 
vaccinations please...you get the 
picture).

The group plans to gather on 

the first Wednesday of each 
month at 1:30 p.m. 

The Bible study will 
be taken from the 
LWMLC magazine, 

Tapestry. Mites and 
offerings will be received. They also 
hope to return to putting out the 
mite “bag” on the first Sunday of 
each month.
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Evangelism Education

God’s word of encouragement for daily living
Wisdom

The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom; all those 
who practise it have a good 
understanding. His praise endures 
forever (Psalm 111:10)!
Your God Reigns

How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him who 
brings good news, who publishes 
peace, who brings good news of 
happiness, who publishes salvation, 
who says to Zion, Your God reigns  
(Isaiah 52:7).

The Lord will reign forever, your 
God, O Zion, O all generations. 
Praise the Lord (Psalm 146:10)!
God Sent Us His Son

For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given; and the government 

shall be upon His shoulder, and His 
name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).
Listen to Him

This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased; listen to 
Him (Matthew 17: 5b).

Simon Peter answered Him, 
“Lord to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life, and 
we have believed, and have come to 
know, that you are the Holy One of 
God” (John 6: 68-69).

Christmas blessings to our family 
in Christ, 

the Board of Evangelism
Clara Zirk, Dianne Gilbert,
Sherry Gore, Lisa Bracewell 

and Steven Loewen

Promises fulfilled
We have begun the season of 

Advent, a time of preparation and 
focus on Christ Jesus’ coming 
into this world at Christmas, His 
continuing to come to us through 
His Word and Sacraments today, 
and His final coming on the Last 
Day when He will usher in the 
new heaven and new earth. The 
Word becoming flesh on that first 
Christmas is the fulfillment of all 
God promised to the world after the 
Fall into sin: forgiveness, salvation, 
and life. The Incarnation—when 
Jesus took on our flesh to atone for 
the sin of the world—is an event in 
history that changed everything. It 
is fitting to set aside time during the 
season of Advent to prepare for our 
Lord’s birth.

It is a mystery to us that God 
was born to save sinners, that He 
entered this world to suffer and die 
to rescue those who are created in 
His image but turned from Him 
in sin. Christmas is a mystery that 
gives us great comfort and hope 
as we ponder anew, “to us, a child 
is born, to us a son is given; and 
the government shall be upon 
His shoulder, and His name shall 
be called Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

Jesus was born with a mission to 
take away the sin of the world and 
He completed it when He suffered 
and died on the cross and rose from 
His tomb to eternity. Through the 
gift of faith that we have received, 

God has given us a sure and certain 
future so that we “may be His own 
and live under Him in His kingdom 
and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as He is risen 
from the dead, lives and reigns to 
all eternity” (from Martin Luther’s 
explanation of the second article 
of the Apostles’ Creed in the Small 
Catechism). 

Christmas shows us that Jesus 
is not a distant deity who has 
abandoned us but is the Son of God 
who draws near to us to rescue 
us from our sin and death and 
to reconcile us to God forever. O 
come, let us adore him and be filled 
with the hope, peace, joy, and love 
that is ours in our Saviour for life 
everlasting.

God’s blessings,
Pastor Keith  

Pastor

Follow a woman in “What is 
Christmas?” as she learns what the 
perfect Christmas celebration looks 
like as our Lord would see it. The 
following link will take you to this 
short story written by Reverend 
Wayne Palmer on the LLL Canada 
website: 
https://lll.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2020/10/What-Is-
Christmas.pdf

May you have a meditative 
Advent season full of God’s grace 
and may your Christmas celebration 
be blessed with God’s hope, peace, 
joy and love!

Denise Timm
For the Board of Christian Education

A Christmas Story…. can 
you relate?
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Stewardship
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 

physician of both body and soul, 
healed a man with dropsy by His 
Word on the Sabbath (Luke 14:1–6). 
Dropsy is a paradoxical ailment, 
with an unquenchable craving for 
drink even though the body is over 
inflated with fluid, a craving that, 
when indulged, served not to ease 
but to feed the disease. 

And so, if a man drinks a great 
deal but is never filled, he sees a 
doctor to inquire about what ails him, 
what is wrong with his body, and how 
to remedy it. For that is not thirst but 
a disease (Seneca, Consolation to His 
Mother Helvia, 11.3). 

But if the owner of five couches 
goes looking for 10, or the owner of 
10 tables buys up as many again, and 
even though he has plenty of land 
and money, he remains unsatisfied 
and desires yet more, losing sleep 
and always in discontent, does 
he not also require a physician to 
diagnose the cause of this distress? 

For this is not want or lack, it’s 
a disease (Aristippus, quoted in 
Plutarch, Love of Wealth, 524b). As 
St. Augustine of Hippo wrote, “we 
may rightly compare the dropsical 
man to a covetous rich man: For the 
more the one is swollen with excess 
of water, the more he thirsts; so also 
the other: The more he abounds in 
riches … the more eagerly he desires 
them” (The Sunday Sermons of the 
Great Fathers, 4:135). Both require 
physicians. Both require diagnosis 
and medicine applied from the 
outside to the inward being. For 
these are not desires to be fulfilled 
but diseases to be cured. 

This is why our Lord instructs 
us to not be consumed by money. 
“No one can serve two masters … 
You cannot serve God and money” 
(Matt. 6:24; Luke 16:13). Our desire 

for money, like the disease dropsy, 
is never satisfied. We always desire 
more. We think, “If I just had this 
much then I would be happy.” 

But even when that much comes, 
which God gladly gives, happiness 
evades us. The desire for more is 
never satisfied. It demands our 
constant energy, either in procuring 
more or protecting what we already 
have. When this happens, God, 
in His mercy, shows us that the 
money that He has given is no 
longer serving us, but we it. We have 
another master. 

To overcome this, we need 
a physician’s diagnosis and a 
physician’s remedy. And our Lord 
Jesus Christ, our great physician 
of both body and soul, applies His 
Word to us as He did to the man 
healed of dropsy. He shows us how 
we have put our fear, love, and trust 
in our money and not feared, loved, 
and trusted in Him above all things. 

In essence, He says, “Stop chasing 
after these fleeting things. They 
are vanity. They are the things that 
moths and rust destroy. You cannot 
have two masters. Repent!” And in 
seeing our great error, we are sorry 
that we have not fully feared, loved, 
and trusted in God above all things. 
And, in the mercy and grace that He 
earned for us on the cross, He takes 
away this sin, restores us to health, 
and bids us to live.

But then what? What do we do 
with this healing balm and care that 
our great physician has given? Do 
we simply go back to our old ways? 
“By no means!” St. Paul says (Rom. 
3:31; 6:2). We do not just go back to 
the old ways, the ways that lead us 
to death. No, we live a new life, a life 
filled with the grace, mercy and love 
of God toward us. And God’s great 
mercy, grace, and love toward us is 

so abundant that it overflows and 
pours out onto those around us. 

So, we no longer hoard money 
and possessions. We no longer 
scrape and crawl our way to amass 
more. We give to those around us, 
as God in Christ has given to us. We 
press our money and possessions 
into service for those who need 
it: our family, our society and our 
church. For money is God’s gift to us 
to serve us and others. Not the other 
way around. It serves us because it is 
a gift from our Father in heaven. 

And so here at St Paul’s 
congregation, we too have an 
opportunity to show we have one 
master—and that master is God.  
Last week the Board of Stewardship 
shared information about our 
financial status to October 31 as we 
look toward the end of our fiscal 
year and look to setting our budget 
for 2022. We reported that at the 
end of October we are reporting a 
deficit of about $21,000—we have 
spent more than we have received 
in revenue. We typically receive 
approximately 21 to 23% of our 
annual donations in November 
and December so there is still 
time to catch up and reduce our 
deficit before the end of the year. 
Unfortunately, even with donation 
revenue in the last couple of 
months at the traditional level, our 
modelling suggests we will still end 
2021 with a deficit in the range of 
about $10,000. 

If that happens, our cash flow 
will be significantly reduced and 
potentially limit our ability to meet 
our financial obligations going 
into 2022. What we need is extra, 
sacrificial giving in this last month 
of this year. For example, if we have 

continued next page
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10 members give an extra $1,000 
in December, we could eliminate 
the projected deficit. Or if we have 
20 members give an extra $500 in 
December, or if 40 members give 
an extra $250, the projected deficit 
would be eliminated. God loves a 
cheerful giver, and we give according 
to our ability. So, whether that extra 
gift is $10 or $100 or more, we are 
blessed and thankful. Remember, 

QUESTION: Why does the church 
year begin at Advent, what is the 
history of Advent, and what is the 
history behind the Advent candles 
and wreath?

ANSWER: The word “advent" is 
from the Latin word for “coming,” 
and as such, describes the 
“coming” of our Lord Jesus Christ 
into the flesh.
CHURCH YEAR IN A 
NUTSHELL

Advent begins the church year 
because the church year begins 
where Jesus' earthly life began — in 
the Old Testament prophecies of His 
incarnation. After Advent comes 
Christmas, which is about His birth; 
then Epiphany, about His miracles 
and ministry; then Lent, about 
His Calvary-bound mission; then 
Easter, about His resurrection and 
the sending of the apostles; and then 
Ascension (40 days after Easter) and 
Pentecost, with the sending of the 
Holy Spirit.

The first half of the church year 
(approximately December through 
June) highlights the life of Christ. 
The second half (approximately June 
through November) highlights the 
teachings of Christ. The parables and 
miracles play a big part here. That's 

Stewardship, continued

What is Advent all about, anyway? 
From LCMS (Lutheran Church Missouri Synod) https://www.lcms.org/about/beliefs/faqs/worship-and-congregational-life

"the church year in a nutshell," and 
it should help reveal how Advent fits 
into "the big picture."
ADVENT — THREE COMINGS

Advent specifically focuses on 
Christ's "coming," but Christ's coming 
manifests itself among us in three 
ways — past, present, and future.

The readings which highlight 
Christ's coming in the past focus 
on the Old Testament prophecies of 
His incarnation at Bethlehem. The 
readings, which highlight Christ's 
coming in the future, focus on His 
"second coming" on the Last Day at 
the end of time. And the readings 
that highlight Christ's coming in 
the present focus on His ministry 
among us through Word and 
Sacrament today.
THE ADVENT WREATH

The traditional use of Advent 
candles (sometimes held in a 
wreath) originated in eastern 
Germany even prior to the 
Reformation. As this tradition came 
down to us by the beginning of this 
century, it involved three purple 
candles and one pink candle.

The purple candles matched 
the purple paraments on the altar 
(purple for the royalty of the 
coming King). The pink candle was 
the third candle to be lit (not the 

fourth) on Gaudete Sunday, the 
Third Sunday of Advent. "Gaudete" 
means "Rejoice!" in Latin, which is 
taken from Phil. 4:4: "Rejoice! ... the 
Lord is near." Hence a "pink" candle 
was used to signify "rejoicing." Some 
also included a white "Christ candle" 
in the middle to be lit during the 12 
days of Christmas (Dec. 25 to Jan. 5).

The concept of giving each 
candle a name, i.e., Prophecy, 
Bethlehem, Shepherd and 
Angel, etc., is a relatively novel 
phenomenon and probably 
originates with certain 
entrepreneurial publishers 
seeking to sell Advent candles and 
devotional booklets.

There are many beautiful 
customs and traditions surrounding 
Advent as well as a load of history 
concerning its development. These 
matters would be better found 
in books than here. For example: 
Lee A. Maxwell,  The Altar Guild 
Manual, Lutheran Service Book 
Edition (St. Louis: Concordia 
Publishing House, 2008) 

from the Board of Education

God’s great mercy, grace, and love 
toward us is so abundant that it 
overflows and pours out onto those 
around us. We give as God in Christ 
has given to us.  

We pray that you keep the work 
of the church in your hearts and 
minds as we approach the coming 
of the Christ child this Christmas.  

In Jesus’ name.
Board of Stewardship
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