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Education

KIDS CORNER 
GROWING HEARTS OF FAITH 
One Lord, One faith, One baptism (Ephesians 4:5)

continued page 2

I phileo you! “What did you 
just say?!” you ask. I said, “I have 
feelings of friendship and fondness 
toward you. I like you!”  

The Greek people are smart!  
They have more than one word to 
describe different types of love. 
We just “love” everyone, using the 
same word. We love our parents 
and sisters, our husband or wife, 
our friends, ourselves. Much of the 
Bible used to be written in Greek. 
When it was translated into English, 
the English word “love” was used 
to replace ALL the different Greek 
words for love. How disappointing! 
That’s kind of like only using the 
word “fruit” to describe apples, 
oranges, bananas, peaches, pears, 
berries, etc. It’s tough to appreciate 
how each of these things are unique 
and special in their own way if we 
only use one word to describe them 
all. Anyway, let me tell you about 
seven Greek words for love.

1.  Philos (or Phileo) – this is 
the love I used to greet you with.
It’s a friendship type of love. Most 
people who share this love with 
each other like the same things. We 

share our love of God. 
2. Storge – this kind of love 

happens between members in a 
family. It is usually unconditional, 
meaning, we love them no matter 
what, even if you might be upset 
with them for awhile.  

3. Ludus – is playful. There’s 
usually teasing and excitement.

4. Philautia – loving yourself. 
We want to have some of this love, 
so we have confidence and feel good 
about being who we are. Too much 
of this kind of love is not good if we 
forget to love God and other people.

5. Eros – your parents have this 
kind of love for each other.  This is a 
physical attraction kind of love and 
why you sometimes say “Eeww!” 
when your mom and dad kiss.

6. Pragma – rhymes with 
‘gramma’! Just think old and lasting 
a lo-o-ong time. People who have 
been together for many years have 
this kind of love for each other.  

7. Agape – self-LESS love.  (not 
selfish!) Perfectly and completely 
thinking only of other people’s 
needs and not having concern for 
himself or herself. This love is given 

freely, no matter what the person 
receiving it does. Sometimes, this 
love goes so far as to dying for the 
other person, which is what Jesus 
did for us. He loved and still loves 
us with agape love…the truest type 
of love there is! A great Bible verse 
to hear how God describes this 
love is found in 1 Corinthians 13: 
4-7. Ask your family to have a chat 
about what this means:  
“Love is patient and kind; love does 
not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 
or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful;[a] 
it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.”

On Valentine’s Day this year, 
think of all the different kinds of 
love you give and receive in your 
life. Then thank God because all the 
love in the world comes from Him!   

Happy Valentine’s Day! God 
LOVES You!

Mrs. Denise Timm
For the Board of Christian 

 Education and Youth

What kind of love is this??

P.S.  Don’t forget to download the activity 
pages from lll.ca/kids-resources as they 
become available each week in February! 
Some from last year are included at the 
end of this newsletter. Have fun!
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Reminders
• Please remember that, because 

we have a number of members with 
allergies to nuts, any foods brought 
to church events should be nut-free.

• Also, several have allergies 
to fragrances. Please consider 
them when choosing toiletries and 
whether or not to wear perfumes.

• LWMLC mites and society 
offerings may be put in the offering 
plate, mailed to the church or given to 
society treasurer, Marion Hollinger. 
Please make any cheques payable to St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church but mark them 
clearly as being for LWMLC. Indicate 
the amount for mites and the amount 
for society funds.

Classifieds
Something to sell or give away? Need 
something? Services to offer to fellow 
members? Try The Spirit Classifieds first. 
No cost. Leave your ads at the church 
office or give them to the editor.

Evangelism

As we wait out these days of 
COVID-19 with all its variants, 
waiting can be hard and long and 
we may wonder when will this 
pandemic ever end? It’s in these 
moments we need the comforting 
Word of God. In one of my weekly 
devotions I read this passage from 
Romans and it made me think 
of God’s great love for us and the 
comfort it brings during these 
challenging days. The title for this 
portion of scripture was entitled: 
God’s Everlasting Love. 

“What then shall we say to these 
things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? He who did not spare 
His own Son but gave Him up for us 
all, how will He not also with Him 
graciously gives us all things? Who 
shall bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. Who is 
to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one 
who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of 

God’s Comforting Word
God, who indeed is interceding for 
us. Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 
As it is written, “For your sake we 
are being killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us. For I am 
sure that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
(Romans 8: 31-39)

May these words bring comfort 
and encouragement to you as it did 
to me.

Clara Zirk 
for the Board of Evangelism

An update from Rev. Oleksiy 
Navrotskyy, Missionary-at-Large 
for LCC & Synod of Evangelical 
Lutheran Churches in Ukraine 
(SELCU) as posted in Lutheran 
Church–Canada’s InfoDigest:

"These days the new pandemic 
wave came to Ukraine, and it 
seems that we are coming closer 
to the next lockdown because of 
the Omicron strain of COVID. 
However, it looks like Ukrainians 
are adjusted to Omicron and are 
almost careless of its danger because 
they are confronting the bigger 
danger imminent from the north. 

Military tension is high here, almost 
sensed in the air as never before, 
and many of us are psychologically 
exhausted because of all the TV and 
internet news coverage. In addition 
to this, right after Christmas, prices 
for utilities, gasoline, food, and 
medicine jumped by 10-30% and 
will rise higher. Unfortunately, we 
do not know how deep and long 
this crisis will be and where this 
road will lead us. During this time, 
SELCU’s pastors have been busy 
preaching hope and faith in the 
Lord, comforting and encouraging 
people to trust the Lord and be 
ready for any potential turbulences.”

News from our LCC missionary in Ukraine
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Pastor

In one of the most well-known 
passages in Scripture St. John 
proclaims, “For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal 
life. For God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through Him” (John 
3:16-17).

While this passage is of great 
comfort because we learn that 
Christ died to save the entire world, 
we can be left wondering if what 
He accomplished is personally for 
us. How can we be certain we are 
partakers of all those things Christ 
merited for the world through His 
life, death and resurrection?

The answer to this question is 
that God offers to you His Word 
of the Gospel, and in and through 
it, all of the benefits of His Son. 
Through His Word the Holy Spirit 
calls, invites, and draws you to 
Himself and His salvation. What 
God offers with His hand of mercy, 
we clasp with the hand of a steady 

faith. Bernard of Clairvaux put it 
this way, “As far as you step forth 
in trust into the good things of the 
Lord, so far shall you possess them.” 
And, again, he said, “God puts the 
oil of His mercy in no other place 
than in the vessel of faith.” Our faith 
clings to Christ and receives the 
forgiveness of our sins and eternal 
life. “He that believes in Him is not 
condemned but has eternal life” 
(John 3:18).

Jesus proclaimed, “Truly, truly I 
say to you, he who hears My word 
and believes in Him who sent Me 
has eternal life and comes not into 
judgement but passes from death 
to life” (John 5:24). In our Baptism, 
God gives us the Holy Spirit so that 
we hear and believe His Word. He 
puts His saving name on us and is 
truly present to bless us with His 
love and life. Christ has given us 
His body and blood under bread 
and wine to forgive our sins and 
strengthen our faith. Through His 
Word of the Gospel, Baptism, and 
the Lord’s Supper God delivers His 
gifts of salvation to us personally. 

How can we be certain?

Quest course theme: Intentional Mission in the Bible and in God’s Church 

Through these means of grace God 
gives us faith to believe.

Jesus teaches, “I have come into 
the world as light, so that whoever 
believes in Me remains not in 
darkness” (John 12:46). In Christ 
we do not remain in the darkness 
of ignorance, the darkness of sin, or 
the darkness of eternal death, but 
through the light of faith we have 
the light of saving knowledge, the 
light of true righteousness, and the 
light of eternal life. John proclaimed 
that God gave us His Son and 
whoever has His Son has life. He 
said, “I write these things to you 
who believe in the name of the Son 
of God that you may know that you 
have eternal life” (1 John 5:11-12). 
Know that you have eternal life. 
Believe in the Lord Jesus and you 
will be saved (Acts 16:31). 

How can you be certain that 
salvation is yours? Believe and 
fix your eyes on Jesus. He is the 
author and perfecter of your faith 
(Hebrews 12:2).

God’s blessings,
Pastor Keith  

Twice a year Concordia Lutheran 
Seminary, Edmonton provides an 
online class open to all, entitled 
Quest. Numerous members of St. 
Paul’s have participated in the past 
and we encourage you to consider 
joining the group online for the 
winter 2022 session.

The theme of “Intentional 
Mission in the Bible and in God’s 
Church” comes from the Isaiah 
passage, “For I know the plans I 
have for you.”

Presenter: Rev. Dr. Zlex Vieira, 
Assistant Professor of Exegetical 
(Biblical) Theology
Week 1: - What is intentional 
mission? Is the Bible a book about 
mission?
Week 2: God’s intentional mission 
in the Bible.
Week 3: God’s people’s intentional 
mission in the Bible
Week 4: Intentional mission and the 
church today

You are invited to join the 
online premiere releases on the 
four Tuesdays in February, at 8:00 
to 10:00 p.m. CST (SK Time) (7:00 
to 9:00 p.m. MST/Alberta Time). 
Otherwise, the recorded videos will 
remain posted for viewing at your 
convenience.

YouTube Link: https://
www.youtube.com/user/
ConcordiaLutheranSem
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Stewardship

The season of Epiphany focuses 
on how God was made manifest in 
the flesh of Jesus. The church spends 
time hearing of the miracles, signs, 
and wonders of Jesus in the world. 
And this made plain to all that Jesus 
really is who He said He was. He 
is the Second Person of the Holy 
Trinity, the only begotten Son of the 
Father, in the flesh. For “the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us” 
(John 1:14).

It is revealed for all the world to 
see that Jesus is God in the flesh. It is 
made manifest by His words and His 
work, by what He said and by what 
He did. And these belong together, 
for “the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us.” Jesus is the Word 
and will of God in the flesh, that is, 
He is the walking, talking enactment 
of God’s Word.

It is no different for us. We are 
called not just to believe in God in 
hearts but also to trust in God in 
word and deed. As James wrote: 
“But be doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves” 
(James 1:22), and again, “What good 
is it, my brothers, if someone says he 
has faith but does not have works? 
… So also faith by itself, if it does 
not have works, is dead. … Show me 
your faith apart from your works, 
and I will show you my faith by my 
works. … For as the body apart from 
the spirit is dead, so also faith apart 
from works is dead” (James 2:14, 
17–18, 26).

Our faith is lived out in works 
for our neighbor. Our trust in the 
Word and will of God is lived out 
not in word only but also in deed 
and in truth. In other words, the 
Epiphany of the Lord creates in 
us an epiphany of our faith in our 

God in man made manifest
works of obedience to God who 
commanded them. By this, our faith 
is made manifest to the world. It is, 
as Luther wrote of faith: 

Faith is a divine work in us. It 
changes us and makes us to be born 
anew of God (John 1). It kills the 
old Adam and makes altogether 
different people, in heart and spirit 
and mind and powers, and it brings 
with it the Holy Spirit.

Oh, it is a living, busy, active, 
mighty thing, this faith. And so it 
is impossible for it not to do good 
works incessantly. It does not ask 
whether there are good works to do, 
but before the question rises, it has 
already done them, and is always at 
the doing of them.

He who does not these works is a 
faithless man. He gropes and looks 
about after faith and good works and 
knows neither what faith is nor what 
good works are, though he talks and 
talks, with many words about faith 
and good works.

Faith is a living, daring 
confidence in God’s grace, so sure 
and certain that a man would stake 
his life on it a thousand times. 
This confidence in God’s grace and 
knowledge of it makes men glad 
and bold and happy in dealing 
with God and all His creatures. 
And this is the work of the Holy 
Spirit in faith. Hence a man is ready 
and glad, without compulsion, 
to do good to everyone, to serve 
everyone, to suffer everything, in 
love and praise to God, who has 
shown him this grace.

And thus it is impossible to 
separate works from faith, quite as 
impossible as to separate burning 
and shining from fire. Beware, 
therefore, of your own false notions 

and of the idle talkers, who would 
be wise enough to make decisions 
about faith and good works, and yet 
are the greatest fools. (Preface to the 
Book of Romans)

So, then, let our faith be active by 
God’s power in the Word through 
the Holy Spirit. And let then our 
faith be made manifest to the world 
by what this faith does: serving our 
neighbor – in church, in the family, 
and society – with the works of faith 
in time, talents, and treasures. 

Blessings and Peace.
Board of Stewardship

More information on both 
LCC’s international and domestic 
missions is being added to the 
Lutheran Church–Canada website 
on an ongoing basis to enhance 
awareness of the work we do 
together as a synod across the 
country and around the world, 
as well as to make these details 
more accessible to our members 
and to the public. It’s important 
that LCC members and beyond 
have access to pertinent details 
about the theological education 
initiatives, humanitarian works of 
mercy, and other endeavours that 
are happening across our Synod and 
around the world. It is the hope of 
LCC that providing more accessible 
information on LCC missions, both 
international and domestic, will 
serve not only to improve awareness 
but also will encourage and motivate 
our members in our walk together as 
a church body in Canada.
https://www.lutheranchurchcanada.

ca/missions/

LCC Missions webpages 
are expanding!



5 627 Taylor Street East, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7H 1V9 • 306-343-9535 • www.stpaulslutheran.ca

The Spirit FEBRUARY 2022



6 627 Taylor Street East, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7H 1V9 • 306-343-9535 • www.stpaulslutheran.ca

The Spirit FEBRUARY 2022


