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Education

What is Epiphany? What is Epiphany?

KIDS CORNER 
GROWING HEARTS OF FAITH 
One Lord, One faith, One baptism (Ephesians 4:5)

CORNER FOR “BIG” KIDS
GROWING HEARTS OF FAITH 
One Lord, One faith, One baptism (Ephesians 4:5)

QI was wondering if you could explain Epiphany 
to me a little better. Also, when was the 
Circumcision of the Lord? 

AEpiphany is from a Greek word, meaning 
to “reveal” or “make manifest.” The season 
of Epiphany is our time to focus on the 

revelation of “who” Jesus is: both true God and man. 
On the Festival of Epiphany, January 6, we hear the 
reading of the visit of the wise men (Matthew 2:1-
12). In that event, these foreigners bowed down in 
acknowledgement that this infant was indeed the 
Christ, the Son of God. 

The Sunday after Epiphany we hear the story of the 
Baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17). Here, God the 
Father confirms that this man standing in the water is 
His beloved Son. 

The following Sunday we hear the story of the 
changing of water into wine at Cana (John 2:1-11). 
Through this event, Jesus revealed His glory and His 
disciples put their faith in Him. 

According to Jewish law, all males were circumcised 
on the eighth day—one week after their birth. We don’t 
know the actual birth date of Jesus, so we don’t know 
the day of His circumcision either. But since we have 
set aside a date for observing His birth, December 25, 
we then set aside January 1 (eight days later) as the date 
for the naming and circumcision of Jesus (Luke 2:21). 
The significance of this day is that our Saviour began 
His long ministry of submitting Himself to the Law in 

Sometimes people say, “I’ve had an epiphany!” This 
means they now know something that was a secret to 
them before. You could say what they did not know 
before was revealed to them. It is like what happens 
when you open your Christmas presents. Before you 
open them, the contents are hidden from you…a 
mystery. When you open them, they are revealed and 
you know what they are.  

In our church, “Epiphany” is when we celebrate 
the visit of the wisemen, kings, or magi (they have 
many names!) to Jesus after He was born. We do this 
on January 6, which is twelve days after we celebrate 
Christmas. We celebrate because the wisemen had an 
“epiphany” when they visited Jesus. They saw God, 
in Jesus, lying in front of them in the manger. God 
was hidden from them before, but now, there He was! 
(Don’t worry if you don’t completely understand this 
yet. It is tricky even for older people!) Now, not only the 
shepherds, who lived nearby, had heard and seen that 
Jesus was born, but also the wisemen, who travelled 
from far, far away, also knew. The visiting wisemen 
symbolize that God and His love, in Jesus, are revealed 
to all people, near and far. God loves us so much! There 
is no limit or boundary to God’s love. The whole world 
and all of creation receive His love! God bless you and 
your families as you celebrate God’s Great Reveal during 
Epiphany!

Oh! And HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!  
Mrs. Denise Timm for the Board of Christian Education

SEE MORE ON PAGE 3 continued page 2
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Reminders
• Please remember that, because 

we have a number of members with 
allergies to nuts, any foods brought 
to church events should be nut-free.

• Also, several have allergies 
to fragrances. Please consider 
them when choosing toiletries and 
whether or not to wear perfumes.

• LWMLC mites and society 
offerings may be put in the offering 
plate, mailed to the church or given to 
society treasurer, Marion Hollinger. 
Please make any cheques payable to St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church but mark them 
clearly as being for LWMLC. Indicate 
the amount for mites and the amount 
for society funds.

Classifieds
Something to sell or give away? Need 
something? Services to offer to fellow 
members? Try The Spirit Classifieds first. 
No cost. Leave your ads at the church 
office or give them to the editor.

“Big” Kids, continued from page 1

When you think of the words 
humble, humility, humbleness, 
what comes to mind that might 
best describe this state of mind, 
of being. To get us thinking I did 
a little research and these are the 
descriptive words I came up with: 
demure, down to earth, lowly, 
meek, modest, unassuming and 
unpretentious. By definition: 
Having or showing a modest or low 
estimate of one’s own importance 
or to lower someone in dignity or 
importance.

The question I really want to get 
at is, what comes to mind when you 
hear the words humble yourself 
before God? Rather than doing 
research on this part, it came to me 
during my daily devotions and I 
knew I wanted to share it with you. 
Like myself there may be others 
who at times may struggle with fully 
understanding what it means to be 
humble before God. Are we ever 
humble enough? 

In the devotion the New 
Testament reading was from 1 
Peter 5:1-14 and the explanation or 
answer to my question came from a 
writing by Martin Luther explaining 
what it means to be humble before 
God. (Treasury of Daily Prayer, The 
Time of Christmas, December 3).

Scripture: “Likewise, you 
who are younger, be subject to 
the elders. Clothe yourselves, 
all of you, with humility toward 
one another, for ‘God opposes 

Evangelism

Humble yourselves before God
the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.’ Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under the mighty hand 
of God so that at the proper time 
He may exalt you, casting all your 
anxieties on Him because He cares 
for you” (1 Peter 5:5-7).

Writing: “God has assuredly 
promised His grace to the humble 
(1 Peter 5:5), that is, to those who 
lament and despair of themselves. 
But no man can be thoroughly 
humbled until he knows that his 
salvation is utterly beyond his own 
powers, devises, endeavours, will, 
and works, and depends entirely on 
the choice, will and work of another 
namely, of God alone. For as long 
as he is persuaded that he himself 
can do even the least thing toward 
his salvation, he retains some self-
confidence and does not altogether 
despair of himself, and therefore 
he is not humbled before God, but 
presumes that there is—or at least 
hopes or desires that there may be—
some place, time, and work for him, 
by which he may at length attain to 
salvation. But when a man has no 
doubt that everything depends on 
the will of God, then he completely 
despairs of himself and chooses 
nothing for himself, but waits for 
God to work; then he has come 
close to grace and can be saved.” 

Martin Luther
God’s Blessings in 2022

Clara Zirk for the
Board of Evangelism

our place. Also, this was the first 
shedding of His blood, and points, 
in a small way, to the ultimate 
shedding of His blood on the cross. 

Published by: LCMS Church Information 
Center ©The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod 1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. 
Louis, MO 63122-7295 888-843-5267 • 
infocenter@lcms.org • www.lcms.org/faqs

Welcome to new member, Henrique 
Custodio. He joins us from Ontario. 
He and his fiancé, Juliana, have been 
attending St. Paul’s. Welcome to our 
church family.

Welcome
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But people can still smile

Pastor

In the twelfth chapter of his 
letter to the Romans, St. Paul 
encourages us, “Let love be genuine. 
Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what 
is good. Love one another with 
affection…Contribute to the needs 
of the saints and show hospitality” 
(Romans12:9-13). This passage 
came to my mind after having 
a conversation with someone I 
recently met. She told me that not 
long ago she moved to Canada 
and was still adjusting to living 
in a new country. She made this 
move on her own and is missing 
her family and friends back home. 
Our conversation turned to matters 
of faith when she discovered that 
I was a pastor, and she shared that 
she is a Christian and is seeking 
the community and support of a 
congregation during this difficult 
time of transition. 

I was saddened to hear that her 
experience of visiting churches in 
Saskatoon has not been a positive 
one. So far, she hasn’t felt welcomed 
when she has attended services at 
various churches since arriving. She 
shared that very few people have 
talked to her or even greeted her. It 
came to my mind that maybe some 
of this was a result of the pandemic. 
I have been cautious by not 
greeting people and shaking hands 
following our services, so I miss the 
opportunity to meet personally and 
touch base with everyone. With the 
pandemic people are more reluctant 
to interact with others and are 
staying distanced. So, I suggested to 
her that this might account for why 
people have not been more friendly 
and welcoming. She responded, 
“Yes, but people could still at least 
look at me and smile.”  

I let her know that she is very 
welcome to join us for service at St. 
Paul’s. I pray that if she does, she 
will feel warmly welcomed and that 
she is shown hospitality during her 
time with our congregation. 

Later in his letter to the Romans, 
St. Paul wrote these words: 
May the God of endurance and 
encouragement grant you to live in 
such harmony with one another, in 
accord with Christ Jesus, that together 

you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Therefore welcome one 
another as Christ has welcomed you, 
for the glory of God” (Romans 15:5-
7). I pray that these words encourage 
you as much as they have encouraged 
me to be more intentional in 
welcoming and loving everyone with 
affection, that together we glorify 
God with one voice.

God’s blessings, Pastor Keith 

WE THREE KINGS
We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and 
mountain, 
following yonder star.

Refrain:
O star of wonder, star of light, 
star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light.
[Refrain]

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign.
[Refrain]

Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, voices raising, 
worshipping God on high.
[Refrain]

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
[Refrain]

Glorious now behold Him arise; 
King and God and sacrifice: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
sounds through the earth and skies.  
[Refrain]

GROWING HEARTS OF FAITH 
KIDS CORNER, continued
One Lord, One faith, One baptism (Ephesians 4:5)

To celebrate Epiphany at your house, you could sing the song “We Three 
Kings” or do the activity pages (from last year’s Epiphany weeks in January 
2021) found at the end of this newsletter. You can also download this year’s 
pages for Epiphany as they become available from lll.ca/kids-resources.
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Stewardship

“In all things I have shown you 
that by working hard in this way we 
must help the weak and remember 
the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive’” (Acts 20:35). 

And indeed, it is. Does this 
not strike a chord that resonates 
in us all? Which of us can’t recall 
the look of surprise and thanks 
for the Christmas gifts that we 
laboured to give to those whom 
we love? And the joy written on 
their face when that gift is received 
with thanksgiving means more 
than all the gifts we have received. 
It is more blessed to give than to 
receive. 

Our Lord knew this because He 
practiced it. He gave of Himself – 
sparing not even His life in death 
– in order to give us back to our 
Father in heaven. He knew that in 
giving you get more because joy is 
multiplied in giving. The one who 
receives and the one who gives both 
rejoice in what is given and received. 
And what is more, the one who 
receives only wants to give back to 
the one who gave so generously in 
thanksgiving. 

So it is with our tithes and 
offerings in church. We want to 
give because we have received from 
God all that we are and all that we 
have. Our giving does not originate 
in what we must do to earn God’s 
favour. We have God’s favour 
because of His gift of His Son, given 
through Word and Sacrament. 
Thus, we are made free from the 
compulsion of giving so that our 
tithes and offering are freely given 
in thanksgiving for what God has so 
generously given to us. 

’Tis More Blessed to Give Than to Receive

Why then does the church 
struggle to make budgets? Why does 
the church always seem stretched so 
thin when it is the place where God 
continually gives us His forgiveness 
of sins? Why does the church 
struggle when God, out of love for 
us, generously pours out His grace 
and mercy?

It is because we are sinners. Our 
fallen nature makes us selfish and 
miserly. It leads us to believe that 
we can have our cake and eat it, too. 
Because of sin, we want God’s grace 
and mercy; we want His blessings 
of body and soul. But we don’t want 
to share it with those around us. We 
want to remain comfortable in our 
own self-contained, neat, and tidy 
lives – without the headaches of 
loving those around us by helping 
them in their time of need. 

“Remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he himself said, 
‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’” Remember that God has 
placed you in a church, not only to 
receive His grace and mercy, but 

to press His eternal and temporal 
blessings into service to your 
neighbour. 

Your tithes and offerings ensure 
that those around you have a 
pastor to preach the life-saving 
and life-giving Word of God. They 
ensure that the lights, heat, and 
air-conditioning are working. 
They ensure there is water for Holy 
Baptism as well as bread and wine 
for Holy Communion. They even 
ensure that your pastor has food 
and clothing and presents for his 
own family. The gifts of God are 
immeasurable. They multiply and 
redound to everyone’s good as the 
fish and loaves in the feeding of the 
five thousand. 

So, remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus: “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” And remember 
the joy that attended the gifts you 
gave at Christmas. This same joy 
attends your gifts to the church.

May the joy and peace of the 
Christ child be yours throughout the 
new year!

Board of Stewardship
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