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Pastor’s Corner
What happens when we die?
I know that’s not a light and fun
topic to consider, especially as
it’s not usually on our mind until
we, or someone close to us, is
dying or has died. However, it is
important because we find comfort
and hope in God’s Word on the
matter and it’s good to have it
straight. Although there is quite a
bit of mystery to how this all works,
Scripture does provide us with some
understanding. Lutherans believe
that the Bible teaches that at the
moment of death the God-given
unity of our physical bodies and
spirit is broken and believers enter
the joy of heaven (Luke 23:43; Acts
7:59; Revelation 14:13; Philippians
1:23-24). The departed
spirit remains in heaven
until the Last Day when
our glorified physical
bodies will be resurrected
and reunited with our
spirit. We don’t know
what that time in-between
exactly looks like, but it’s
comforting to know that
our loved ones who have
departed in the faith are
experiencing peace and
rest in God’s presence and
the sufferings and sorrows
of this life are no more.
On the Last Day when
we are raised from the
dead (unless we are among
those who are alive and

will be taken up when Jesus returns),
we will enjoy being with our Lord
in His new creation in body and
soul for eternity (1 Corinthians
15:51-52). We will not only be in
the presence of our Lord, but we
will also be in the presence of all of
God’s people – including all of our
loved ones who died resting upon
God’s love, forgiveness and grace in
Christ Jesus (Revelation 7:9). What
a wonderful reunion it will be! In
the book of Revelation we get a
glimpse of what this eternal life will
look like: “No longer will there be
anything accursed, but the throne of
God and of the Lamb will be in it,
andHis servants will worship Him…
And night will be no more. They

will need no light of lamp or sun,
for the Lord God will be their light,
and they will reign forever and ever”
(Revelation 22:3, 5).
There is some mystery to death
and heaven that is beyond us and
our ability to comprehend. But it
is a great blessing that God has
given us His Word so that we know
with confidence that in heaven
God hears our prayers and always
answers in the way that is best
for us (Matthew 21:22); that Jesus
was sent from heaven for us and
for our salvation (Galatians 4:45); and that because of Jesus’ life,
death, resurrection, and ascension
into heaven – death has no power
over us and we will be with God
and each other in His
heavenly dwelling
forever (Philippians
3:21).
We pray: Almighty,
everlasting God,
Your Son has assured
forgiveness of sins and
deliverance from eternal
death. Strengthen us by
Your Holy Spirit that our
faith in Christ increase
daily and that we hold
fast to the hope that on
the Last Day we shall be
raised in glory to eternal
life; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.
God’s blessings,
Pastor Keith
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Reminders

• Please remember that, because
we have a number of members with
allergies to nuts, any foods brought
to church events should be nut-free.
• Also, several have allergies
to fragrances. Please consider
them when choosing toiletries and
whether or not to wear perfumes.
• LWMLC mites and offerings will
eventually be collected the first Sunday
of each month when we all return to
worship in our church building. For
now you may include your mites with
your congregational offering but as
a separate cheque clearly marked as
LWMLC mites.

Classifieds
Something to sell or give away? Need
something? Services to offer to fellow
members? Try The Spirit Classifieds first.
No cost. Leave your ads at the church
office or give them to the editor.
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Evangelism and Public Relations
Under Pressure – Stressful Urgency
Under pressure – stressful
urgency – “the feeling caused by
the necessity of doing or achieving
something, especially with limited
time.” I googled this and came up
with more words to support this
thought: stress, squeeze, tension,
strain, load, weight and drain. There
may be others to add but this will be
enough for now.
Have you ever felt this way?
Many reasons can bring us to this
point: illness, death, deadlines of all
sorts, selling homes, buying homes,
family matters and so on.
We have a source other than
Google for finding things to help
us in all these circumstances
mentioned above and that is the Bible
concordance. To test this I started to
look up the words I listed above.
Stress, squeeze, strain – now I
did not find these exact word in
my concordance but I did find it
interesting that, as I scrolled though
the “S”pages with my eyes, other
words popped up such as strong,
strength, suffer, sufficiency –all
offering me scripture passages that
could be meaningful and helpful for
my particular need.
Tension: test and tempted
popped up – also helpful in
understanding or passing through
these moments.

Load: Galatians 6:5 – “For each
will have to bear his own load.”
Backing up in this passage, in verse
2 we are told to “bear one another’s
burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ.” Sharing with others and
especially Christian friends can be
helpful.
Weight: 2 Corinthians 4:17 – “For
this light momentary affliction is
preparing for us an eternal weight of
glory beyond all comparison.”
Drain: No references for drain
but my eye caught deliver which
reminds me that God will deliver us
out of our troubles.
Burden: Psalm 55:22 – “Cast your
burden on the Lord and He will
sustain you; He will never permit
the righteous to be moved.”
Matthew 11:28-30 – “Come to
me, all who labour and are heavy
laden and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from
me, for I am gentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy and my
burden is light.”
I pray that Google will not be our
only source for information, but that
we rely on the Word of God as our
ultimate source in all matters.
Clara Zirk
for the Board of Evangelsim

Based on step one of the re-opening plan put forward
by the Government of Saskatchewan, attendance will
increase on Sunday, June 6. The Board of Lay Ministry will
be meeting shortly to iron out any details specific to St.
Paul’s. Watch your email for any details.
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Links to some of St. Paul’s
online resources
Here is the link to St. Paul’s
website where the May edition of
The Spirit is posted: https://www.
stpaulslutheran.ca/newsletter
Also a link to the most
recent Canadian Lutheran
magazine: https://issuu.com/
thecanadianlutheran/docs/cl3602web
A reminder that the Daily Bible
Readings calendar is posted
each month on the COVID page
of our website: https://www.
stpaulslutheran.ca/covid
And lastly the Children’s Bulletin
can be downloaded and printed at
home: https://www.stpaulslutheran.
ca/covid
God’s blessings,
Sandy Harper

Jesus wants to become part of your
life, not to demand something from
you, but to give something to you —
the gift of Himself, the gift of eternal
friendship with Him.
from You Are Precious by Alma Kern
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Stewardship
“There are three conversions
necessary to every man: the head,
the heart, and the purse.” Attributed
to Luther, though yet to be located
in his vast writings, this statement
echoes what Jesus taught about
hearts and treasures. He said, “For
where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also.” (Matthew 6:21;
Luke 12:34)
But which conversion comes
first? Some submit that the order is
this: first the head, then the purse,
then the heart. Let’s explore this
topic.
Our Lord Jesus Christ dwelt
among us to save us. He took on
our flesh, fulfilled the demands of
the law in our place, became sin for
us, and suffered torture and death
on our behalf. He did this in order
that we would be free from sin,
death, and hell. He gives us what
He accomplished through Baptism,
Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper.
And so, He doesn’t just do it for us
but gives it to us. He makes what He
did ours by making us His. Thus, we
are called by His name: Christians.
We have a new life in Him.
Through the preaching of
Law and Gospel, God grants us
repentance, a changing of our

minds. It is a conversion of the
mind. We are called to turn away
from our sins and turn toward Him
for forgiveness, life, and salvation.
For when God calls us away from
something, He is, at the same time,
calling us to something.
And thus, He calls us to a new
life, with new deeds. This is the
conversion of the purse. Jesus said
that “it is easier for a camel to enter
through the eye of a needle than for
a rich person to enter the kingdom
of God.” (Matthew 19:24) “For
where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also.” Notice that our
hearts follow our treasures, not the
other way around. As Christians,
God calls us to invest our treasures
in His Kingdom to ensure that
the gospel is preached and the
sacraments are administered. He
calls us to share all good things with
the one who teaches us the doctrines
of Christ. He calls us to be generous
in giving to the church, for it is more
blessed to give than to receive.
So where is your treasure? If it is
not invested in the kingdom of God,
then the only response is repentance
– a conversion of the heart – and to
begin doing just that. And as our
Lord promised, where your treasure
is there your heart will be also.
This is not to say that you earn
your way into heaven. It is simply to
say that as Christians, those who have
been made to be temples of the Holy
Spirit, who have been given a new
life in Christ, who are dead to sin and
now alive in Him, we are actually to
live – think (conversion of the mind),
do (conversion of the purse), and be
(conversion of the heart) – a new life
in Him. And when you fail, know
that God in Christ loves and forgives
you and still calls you away from that
and to Himself.
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Lacking content for a fourth page of The Spirit, your editor selected this column from a recent issue of Tapestry.
Since it was written for an LWML–Canada magazine it speaks of gifts to LWMLC. There are many other places such
gifts may be given within LCC, including to our own congregation. It is re-printed here because of information about
unclaimed bank accounts that may be of interest to you.

God’s Providence
Recently I was reminded of a call I received
over a year ago from the brother of a man whose
estate had been probated and finalized 20 years
earlier. While using Google to surf the internet, he
stumbled upon the Bank of Canada’s Unclaimed
Balances website. Being naturally curious, the
first thing he did was to enter his own last name
to see if he had an unclaimed balance—not really
expecting a hit. However, much to his surprise,
his deceased brother’s name was listed, showing
two accounts which had been transferred from
the brother’s bank many years previously. More
surprisingly, the combined total of the two
accounts totalled over thirty-thousand dollars.
Unsure of what to do with this information,
he knew his brother would want these funds
used for mission and ministry, as the entirety
of his estate had previously been gifted to the
church. Although he was able to find a copy of his
brother’s will, but unsure of how to proceed, he
called Lutheran Foundation Canada for assistance.
The will listed the name and address of
the lawyer who drafted it and the name of the
executor who at the time the will was drafted
lived in Edmonton. Additionally, the surviving
brother remembered the executor was his
brother’s accountant at the time. I was able to find
contact information for the executor by checking
Alberta’s various accounting association registries.
Unfortunately, he claimed little involvement in the
estate process, stating he hired the same lawyer
who drafted the will to administer the estate.
My call to the lawyer’s office was answered
by a legal assistant, who told me the lawyer had
died two months previously and all files had been
moved to the widow’s basement. I explained the
reason for my call and asked if there was any
chance the paperwork from 20 years ago might
still be available. With a promise to “look into
it,” I was pleased to receive a call three days later
saying they had the file. Not only that, the two
bank accounts in question were listed in the
probate application but had never been closed.
Now, with further proof of ownership, a death
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Allen
Schellenberg,
Lutheran
Foundation
Canada

certificate, and probate documents available, the
required paperwork was completed and filed with
the Bank of Canada. It has been over a year and,
due to the number of claims submitted, the funds
have yet to be released, although I have received
a status update acknowledging the claim. We
continue to wait, excited at the prospect of
receiving this additional gift from the deceased’s
estate. What a blessing!
I share this story to illustrate how we never
know where God’s providence might come from.
From the fickle meanderings of a web surfer,
coupled with the willingness of others to honour
the wishes of one man as expressed in his will,
God provides so that funds are available for
mission and ministry.
You, too, can share in this providence, by
including a gift in your own estate for mission and
ministry. Have you considered a gift to LWML–
Canada’s Gifts for Growth Fund, established to
receive extraordinary gifts dedicated for mission
work? Or if you prefer your gift to be used within
your own LWMLC District, it can still be gifted
to LWML–Canada, with a stipulation it be used
within a specific district of LWMLC. Accepting
such a gift, acknowledges the charity’s agreement
to use the gift as designated by the donor. To
learn more about this opportunity, go to www.
lutheranfoundation.ca, and read “Ways to Give”
under the “What We Do” menu option, or give me
a call at 877-711-4438.
Of course, immediately after the initial
call from the brother, I, too, had to go to the
Bank of Canada website and enter my name.
Unfortunately, there was nothing listed for me,
BUT, to my surprise, there was a listing for a small
amount under my daughter’s name.
If you want to check the unclaimed funds
registry for yourself or a family member, the
easiest way to find the link is to enter “Unclaimed
Balances Portal” in your search engine. This
should provide a link directly to the registry page,
where you then select the “individual” option, and
enter your name. Happy hunting!
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