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Looking toward Advent
While Advent is almost a
month away, the next edition of
The Spirit of St. Paul’s would be too
late to share a number of ideas and
resources you might like to use so
we share them in this edition along
with the usual items related to
Reformation and All Saints Day.
The following is from “Reflection,”
by Marion Hollinger in Tapestry,
Winter 2021
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) is a
collection of wonderful hymns that
are mini sermons in themselves.
Picking up an idea from the JulySeptember 2021 issue of Portals of
Prayer, here is the Christmas story
in hymn titles (sing as you read).

“When All the World Was
Cursed” (#346) God’s people
pleaded, “Come, Thou LongExpected Jesus” (#338), “Saviour
of the Nations, Come” (#332)
to “Comfort, Comfort Ye My
People” (#347). Finally, the time
was right. “The King Shall Come
When Morning Dawns” (#348). It
happened on a “Silent Night, Holy
Night” (#363); in truth “It Came
Upon a Midnight Clear” (#366).
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”
(#380). It was “A Great and Mighty
Wonder” (#383) as “Angels from the
Realms of Glory” (#367) sang while
shepherds watched their flocks.

They sang how “Once in Royal
David’s City” (#376), in that “Little
Town of Bethlehem” (#361), “Gentle
Mary Laid Her Child” (#374)
“Away in a Manger” (#364). After a
time magi travelled “From East to
West” (#385) to the place “Where
Shepherds Lately Knelt” (#369) and
brought gifts to the “Infant Holy,
Infant Lowly” (#393). Perhaps they
wondered “What Child is This?”
(#370) Who was “Of the Father’s
Love Begotten” (#384). Today “Let
the Earth Now Praise the Lord”
(#352). “Come, Your Hearts and
Voices Raising” (#375) “Songs of
Thankfulness and Praise” (#394).

Evangelism
God’s word of encouragement for daily living
Wisdom
“Man does not live by bread
alone, but man lives by every word
that comes from the mouth of the
Lord” (Deuteronomy 8:3b).
God’s answer in our weakness
“My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in
weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).
“But they who wait for the
Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings
like eagles; they shall run and not
be weary; they shall walk and not
faint” (Isaiah 40:31).

The righteous shall live by faith
“For I am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes,
to the Jew first and also to the
Greek. For in it the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith for faith,
as it is written, ‘The righteous shall
live by faith’” (Romans 1:16, 17).
God is for us
“For I know the plans I have for
you, declares the Lord, plans for
welfare and not for evil, to give you a
future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).

“The heart of a man plans his
way, but the Lord establishes his
steps” (Proverbs 16:9).
Serve the Lord
“But as for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15).
Keep warm, keep safe and
may God go with you.
Clara Zirk for the Board of Evangelism
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Reminders

• Please remember that, because
we have a number of members with
allergies to nuts, any foods brought
to church events should be nut-free.
• Also, several have allergies
to fragrances. Please consider
them when choosing toiletries and
whether or not to wear perfumes.
• LWMLC mites and offerings will
eventually be collected the first Sunday
of each month when we all return to
worship in our church building. For
now you may include your mites with
your congregational offering but as
a separate cheque clearly marked as
LWMLC mites.

Classifieds
Something to sell or give away? Need
something? Services to offer to fellow
members? Try The Spirit Classifieds first.
No cost. Leave your ads at the church
office or give them to the editor.

Stay up-to-date on all things
LWMLC ~ to receive
LWML–Canada Update and
Link twice a month, sign up
at https://lutheranwomen.ca/
publications-and-forms/lwmlcupdates-and-alli.
Pastor: Rev. Murray Keith
Office Secretary: Sandy Harper
phone: 306-343-9535
e-mail: stpaulslcc@sasktel.net
web: www.stpaulslutheran.ca
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
stpaulslutheran
Instagram: www.instagram.com/
stpaulslcc
Spirit Editor: Marion Hollinger
hollinger@sasktel.net
Next deadline: Nov. 25, 2021
Publication: Nov. 30, 2021
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Pastor’s Corner
From academic debate to Reformation
The last Sunday in October is
when we observe and celebrate
Reformation Sunday. This
corresponds with the annual
commemoration of when Dr.
Martin Luther initiated the
Reformation on October 31, 1517,
by nailing his 95 theses to the door
of the Castle Church in Wittenberg
Germany. What began as an
academic debate regarding Luther’s
concern over the abusive doctrine
of indulgences blossomed into a
call for the Roman Catholic Church
to return to God’s Word as the sole
authority for doctrine and life. With
great conviction Luther taught that
the foundational teaching in Holy
Scripture is that a sinner’s only hope
in life or death is that Jesus’ perfect
life, death, and resurrection are
enough to save us.
There are four main teachings
or solas (Latin for “alone”) that
came out of the Reformation: 1)
Scripture alone; 2) grace alone; 3)
faith alone; and 4) Christ alone. We
learn from Scripture that solely by
God’s love and grace for us, and by
virtue of what Christ accomplished
for us by His dying and rising in our
place, we are declared justified, holy,
and righteous before God. Salvation
is not something we achieve or earn
by our own effort but is something
God graciously gives to us only
through Christ as a gift that is
received only by faith. This was
not an innovative teaching offered
by Luther but reflected what he
had come to learn and believe the
Bible and the early Church Fathers
clearly taught. He was set free from
his fear of God, and his despair in

his own inability to please Him, by
reading words such as these from St.
Paul—“For there is no distinction:
for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God, and are justified
by His grace as a gift, through
the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, whom God put forward as
a propitiation by His blood, to be
received by faith” (Romans 3:22-25).
The Sunday following
Reformation Sunday, the first
Sunday in November, is when we
observe and celebrate All Saints’
Day. It is a time of sorrow and
tears as we remember those who
have gone on to God’s glory before
us. But it is also a time of comfort
and hope as we confess and take
comfort in the truth that the gifts
won for us by Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection have been delivered to
us in Word and Sacrament for the
forgiveness of sins, salvation, and
eternal life. So we not only shed
tears of sorrow, but also tears of joy
because we know that we are united
to them in Christ now and we will
see them again.
These two Sundays of the
Church Year are very important
and provide a lot of strength and
comfort. It is on the basis of the
Good News that Luther and the
Reformers taught and fought for
that we have certain hope in the
victory over death—ours and our
loved ones who have died resting on
Christ’s forgiveness and life. While
we weep, we do so knowing and
trusting that God will wipe away all
tears from our eyes.
God’s blessings,
Pastor Keith
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Hi Kids!

This is Mrs. Timm from church.
I hope you are all doing okay and
school is going well for you. I want
to let you know about a special day
that lots of Christians, including
us, celebrate on November 1. It’s
the day after Halloween and it’s
called “All Saints Day.” Here are
two YouTube links so you can learn
all about All Saints Day and what
it means.
https://youtu.be/pRFgPCkx_6E

Prospering in a Pandemic
Since March of 2020, with the help of Pastor Cody
Cooper, we—at LLL Canada have been keeping
children connected with their church and the bigger
Church body by offering Kid’s Lectionary Learning
activity pages. What began as a weekly email
attachment to congregations has grown into a project of sharing fun, Liturgical
activity pages to Pastors, Sunday School leaders, home worship groups and
individuals across Canada. Not only have the activity pages become an eagerly
anticipated tool for families but the relationship between our office and those we
serve has been strengthened through the weekly connection. As the new Sunday
School year approaches, we will continue to offer the free weekly activity pages
as well as supplemental resources for children, youth, and adults. If there is any
way for us to make materials more accessible or if you have a specific need for
catechetical instruction or support, please let us know!

https://youtu.be/UcPXns6gilk
Also, Hughie the Highland
Steer would like you to colour his
page and learn about a pastor who
shares Bible readings with you for
each and every Sunday. For more
of these pages, just ask one of
your parents to go to Lutheran
Laymen’s League of Canada
online (LLL.com) and choose the
Resources and Kid’s Resources
tab. At the bottom of the page,
you’ll find Kid’s Lectionary Learning
– Children’s Pages/Colouring
which includes a new page for
every week. This way, you can
learn and the people in church can
learn about the same thing each
Sunday. How cool is that!
The Lord is my light
and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the
stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be
afraid? (Psalm 27:1)

I know you are all very busy, but I would LOVE to hear from you to find
out what you are busy with. Please send me an email to heavenlyhills@
sasktel.net or a text to 306-222-5864 to let me know how you’re doing!
I MISS YOU!
Mrs. Denise Timm, Board of Christian Education

Said the wildflower to the sparrow ~
I should really like to know why these anxious
human beings rush about and worry so.

Said the sparrow to the wildflower ~
Friend, I think that it must be that they have no
Heavenly Father such as cares for you and me.
With thanks to Arletta Wood, Regina
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I love my Christmas tree

Photo by WELSTech on lutheranstockphotos.com

You may be wondering why
I decided to write about my
Christmas tree in November. The
answer is simply, it popped into
my head, although I did have a
little encouragement from our
Spirit editor, Marion. With the
Advent season approaching she
suggested we might like to share
some memories, stories—serious
or hilarious—something we could
learn from or something interesting
that pops into our head. The long
and short of it is, “My Christmas
Tree” popped into my head.
I love my Christmas tree because
it is filled with so many memories.
If it fell into a classification it would
have nostalgia written all over it. It
started out as a normal tree when
I was newly married. Bruno and I
bought the normal sting of lights
and the normal box of Christmas
ball ornaments to start. But over
time it began to change and take on
a life of its own.
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Some of the biggest contributors
to my tree have been my dear
friends in LWMLC. I look at
my tree and see four beautiful
handcrafted ornaments sewn with
off-white material trimmed with
lace and decorated with gold beads
forming four different symbols of
Christmas, a gift from an LWMLC
friend in Winnipeg. Saskatoon has
added many beaded ornaments
either from craft evenings at the
church or received as gifts. The
sparkling beauty of the butterflies,
stars, crosses and candy canes as the
tree lights bring them to life, makes
them extra special. Through our
LWMLC Resource Centre I have
purchased Christmas ornaments
with Christian meaning that tell the
story of Jesus’ birth. More treasures!
Another main contributor was
my mom. When she no longer put
up a big tree, her ornaments all
found their way into my house.
More nostalgia! For me, I relished
in all the ornaments that had been

familiar to me since I was a child.
Balls of different colours, sizes and
shapes along with the traditional
horns we have seen on Christmas
cards. Then there was the string of
bubble lights which I loved until
their bubbles fizzled out and had
to be replaced. (Some of you may
remember those.)
Other sources that flowed
in through the years were gifts
from family and friends, what a
variety, some were home-crafted,
some were purchased, but they all
had one thing in common—the
name of someone and a memory.
I have ornaments from handblown glass to a cute black and
white cow, Santa Claus with a
baseball bat, angels, teddy bears
and bird feeding stations. Some
came from organizations that I
have contributed to such as LAMP,
and one from St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church’s 100th anniversary.
As some of you know I worked
for the Canadian Bible Society for
a number of years. When the store
in Saskatoon closed guess who
was willing to take the Christmas
ornaments. You guessed it, and
now they add another memory to
my tree.
Each year one very special
ornament on my tree stands out
a bit from the others because it’s
a paper cutout brought home by
my daughter Lori from Sunday
school—a picture of baby Jesus in
the manager to always remind us of
the true meaning of Christmas.
I finally gave up the traditional
live tree a couple of years ago for
an artificial tree with lights, but as
long as I live I will never give up my
Christmas tree of memories.
Clara Zirk
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Devotions for Advent
It has been my pleasure for
several years to do some work
for LAMP (Lutheran Association
of Missionaries and Pilots)
and LLL–Canada (Lutheran
Laymen’s League of Canada) in
terms of layout of some of their
materials. This has included the
booklet of Advent devotions each
organization produces, both for
print and the web as well as French
version for LLL–C.
St. Paul’s usually orders copies
of the LLL–C booklet for everyone.
Recently these devotions have been
written by Dr. Kari Vo. I find she
approaches the story of Christ’s
nativity with fresh eyes, helping me
to do the same.
Fewer copies are received from
LAMP. The devotions in this booklet

are written by the volunteers who
travel north each year, although for
a couple of summers COVID has
forced them to find creative ways
to connect with those they have
come to know as friends in northern
communities. The devotions
focus on their
experiences
of sharing the
Good News
and how it is
welcomed.
The Advent
devotions
from both
organizations
will also be
available online.
Add either or
both to your time

of preparing to celebrate Christ’s
birth. Advent begins Sunday,
November 28.
Marion

Church and then give that first. We
write the cheque to the Lord’s work
in the Church before we pay the
mortgage or pay for our medicine or
pay for anything else. We don’t pay
for all the stuff we need—and stuff
we think we need—and then give
from what is left over. That is the
first-fruits idea. It is hard because
we think we need all sorts of other
things first. But that is the point of
“sacrificial.”
Next, how could the starting
point for Christian generosity and
sacrifice really be anything less than
a tithe—10%? The ceremonial law
of the Old Testament was never
arbitrary. In the Old Testament, the

Levites received this tithe so that
they could be full-time ministers.
Does the New Testament have a
ministry that is larger or smaller? It
is far larger: “Make disciples of all
nations” (Matthew 28:19). And we
are still to have a full-time ministry:
“The Lord has commanded that
those who preach the Gospel should
make their living from the Gospel”
(1 Corinthians 9:14). So if 10% is
what it took in the Old Testament,
and we have a bigger mission need
in the New Testament, how can we
expect the Lord’s work to be done on
less than a tithe?
By first-fruits, sacrificial, and
generous giving—that’s how. We

Stewardship
First-fruits giving
Sometimes people don’t like it
when pastors talk about stewardship.
For some, it hits too close to home. It
is easier to talk about bad people in
government, in history, or wherever
than it is to think about what our
daily life in Christ is supposed to look
like and how we are supposed to love
our neighbour.
The fact that we don’t like it
certainly means we ought to face
it. So, here are a few simple and
practical realities.
God calls us to first-fruits,
sacrificial giving. That means we
should give off the top. We should
set a percentage of our income as
a deliberate gift for the work of the
5
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First-fruits, continued
shouldn’t fool ourselves into
thinking we’ve outgiven God’s
goodness or that we’ve given plenty.
We might be tempted to think that
way, but consider that no one in the
Church has given plenty because no
one has given all. No one has died
for their sins. Only the sinless Son
of God did that.
St. Paul brought the Good News
of Jesus into the discussion of our
giving to support the Lord’s work in
the Church when he wrote: “I say
this not as a command, but to prove
by the earnestness of others that
your love also is genuine. For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though He was rich,
yet for your sake He became poor,
so that you by His poverty might
become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:8-9).
As you can see, what the Bible
commands about our stewardship
can sting. It’s Law, and the Law
shows our sins. It calls us to
repentance. The Law is meant to
expose and accuse for the sake
of showing us Christ and His
fulfillment of the Law. So, if firstfruits, sacrificial giving has you
squirming, that’s the point.
In Mark’s account of the feeding
of the 4,000, Jesus took the disciples’
seven loaves and blessed them. It
was nothing among so many, but,
of course, it was plenty. Jesus makes
something from nothing. Mark
doesn’t say that all the disciples
gave Jesus all the bread they had. It
is quite possible that some of them
held something back. But even
if they did, that didn’t stop Jesus
from blessing them. Jesus makes
something out of nothing. He, who
fed His people in the desert with
Manna every morning, doesn’t need
their bread.
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But they need to give it. And
what they give—however little it
might be and however grudgingly
they do so—He blesses. He not only
blesses those whom He feeds with
it, but He blesses them—the givers.
He blesses the givers not just in that
they wind up with a basketful for
each loaf, but they are blessed by
learning to trust and rejoice in Him.
The Lord gives, and the
Lord takes away. The Lord gives
abundantly, or He asks us to fast.
We do not know what will happen.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord.
He does all things well, and He
works all things together for good.
The disciples don’t give their
bread to Jesus because it is a good
investment. They give it because He
is good, because they love Him, and
because they trust Him. Let us go
and do likewise.

St. Paul’s Update

Here at St. Paul’s our boards
have begun planning programs
and budget requirements for next
year. Please include these plans and
discussions in your prayers so we
can effectively carry out God’s will
to proclaim His Word in this world.
The Board of Stewardship has
set a target of having a draft of
the overall budget available for
the congregation by November
21, giving a couple of weeks for
congregation members to vote on
the proposals either by email or by
Canada Post, similar to last year.
Recently the Board of
Stewardship reviewed our
financial statements for January
to September 30. We have spent
$14,459 more than we have taken
in during the first nine months of
2021. This compares to a deficit
for the same period last year of

$11,755. We have spent $25,555
less than our budgeted expenses,
however our revenues have fallen
short of our required spending.
Our giving this year is $158,845,
which is almost identical to the
total of $159,924 in 2020. We
continue to receive offerings from
regular envelopes given at church
or mailed in, as well as from
e-transfers and Pre-Authorized
Remittances. We have received
$11,869 in Federal subsidies so far
this year compared to $10,953 for
the same period in 2020.
We ask for your continued
support of our mission and
programs in these last couple of
months of 2021 and, while we have
quite a way to go to balance our
revenue to our expenses, we were
in a similar situation last year. One
difference, however, is that in 2020
from October to December we
received about $18,000 in federal
subsidies. Due to the subsidy
formula changing this year, we do
not expect very much of a subsidy
payment in 2021 for the same
period. While it will be a challenge
to make up the shortfall this year,
we know that we typically receive
a significant increase in donations
in the last three months of the year.
For example, in 2020, we received
$86,892 total revenue in October,
November and December and
in 2019 we received $82,041 in
that same period. These amounts
represent roughly 50% of our
January to September revenue in
those years.
With God all things are possible,
and we know He has blessed this
congregation generously over many
years and He will continue to bless
us going forward.
God’s Blessings
Board of Stewardship

627 Taylor Street East, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7H 1V9 • 306-343-9535 • www.stpaulslutheran.ca

