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next week!

The ladies of St. Philip’s and their
guests view a picture of Gladys Aylward,

the subject of Dr. Moore’s talk.

Gratitude for Gene Lesesne, God’s Humble Servant
by Marnie Kerrison, ECW Spiritual Advisor

Along with several verses of Scripture, 
the following served as Marnie Kerrison’s
devotional before the November ECW 
(Every Church Woman) board meeting last 
week.
If you were at the last ECW meeting in 
October, you may have heard me mention 
off the cuff that if we were to lose Gene 
Lesesne, the Tea Room could not go on. 
Gene is 82 years old, rides his bike almost 
daily 20 miles, was a Naval aviator, and 
flew for Pan Am Airlines as a commercial 

pilot until he went to teach at the Citadel in the PE department. He was married to 
Anne, who was a nurse instructor at Trident Tech until she was disabled by rheumatoid 
arthritis. He was her caregiver until her death just about five years ago. He has two 
daughters: Angela Clark, who runs the preschool with Lee Moore here at St. Philip’s, and 
Jessica, who attends and volunteered here as a Sunday school teacher for years. His first 
great-grand was recently baptized here. I do not know how long the Lesesne family has 
been attending St. Philip’s, but I know they have a legacy of serving quietly. They have 
been responsible for the Wassail Bowl celebration every year for as long as I remember. 
Well, as you all may know, last week Gene was volunteering at the polls in same ol’ 
Gene Lesesne fashion, and he passed out, was given CPR, and was sent by ambulance 
to MUSC, where they were able to open his chest up and wrap the aorta to stop the 
bleeding from an aortic dissection. Essentially he was bleeding inside his body. God 
provided someone at the polls who could sustain Gene’s blood flow until help could 
arrive. No question the fact that he is still on this side of eternity is a miracle. My own 
nephew at 24 died from the exact thing, only no one was around to help him. I confi-
dently believe that Gene was not ordained to die last Tuesday. The Lord said to death, 
“NOT today!” I see it also as God’s mercy to us as a church, because now we have the 
opportunity to thank Gene and not just eulogize him. And also we are forced to forge 
ahead without the benefit of Gene’s being there to fill all the shoes and roles he does 
during his recovery. We have time now to PRAISE God while we acknowledge Gene’s 
quiet servant ministry to St. Philip’s and to recognize that Gene and others with servant 
hearts in our church will not always be here to do all the things they do. I have had 
the privilege of serving beside this very quiet, humble, and generous man for about 10 
years. He probably does the work of 12 people during Tea Room:
1. Washes the dishes all day along with a few helpers
2. Cooks the biscuits and chicken breasts
3. Makes all the whipped cream for the dessert room
4. Chops eggs, chicken, and onions for Connie
5. Fixes the sanitizer and troubleshoots all the equipment in the kitchen
6. Makes all the coffee (orders the coffee for the church coffee room too)
7. Mops the kitchen at the end of the day
8. Brings a dessert Monday
9. Brings a dessert Tuesday
10. Brings a dessert Wednesday
11. Brings a dessert Thursday
12. Brings a dessert Friday
Additionally, I know he was Water Mission’s very first volunteer, and he’s volunteered 
there for 18 years building the filtration units. He frequently serves as a crucifer at
funerals, helps hang all the outside garland and bows during the greening of the church, 
often cooks for the breakfasts we have had, and goes to Honduras to serve with a 
group from St. Philip’s. It is embarrassing to me almost to account for all Gene Lesesne 
contributes to our church. And those are just the things I know about. I am sure he 
gives financially as well. It comforts and inspires me to see someone living out his faith 
serving Jesus and loving HIS church so well. May we all strive to live like Gene, who is 
witnessing to us a God who loves us and suffered for us. A God who held nothing back. 

Elizabeth Scott (left) with Brian McGreevy, 
Lavinia Thaxton, and Josie May

Gene Lesesne (center) volunteering in the kitchen 
with family members during the 2017 Wassail Bowl

We pray for the sick:
Harvey Brockinton; Katie Burris; 
Elizabeth Flowers, Meredith Gale; 
Robert Gould; Tracy Graudin; Janet 
Hanger; Jonathan Hanger; Bobby 
Hood, Sr.; Gene Hunt; Gene Lesesne; 
Barbara Lisle; Joe Livesay; Jacqui Luce; 
Peter Moore; Stuart Philp; Bruce Rawl; 
Aranell Ray; Edmund Rhett; Benjamin 
Schools; Rachel Shore; David Smythe; 
and Lindsey Wing.
We pray for our expectant parents:
Ryan and Jennie Emerson, Oliver and
Courtney Iselin.
We grieve with and pray for:
Georgia Bell and family on the death of 
her father,  Donald Camp, on November 
12 and her mother, Izetta Camp, on 
November 16. 
We pray for protection for:
Becca Baird, Julia Beasley, Graham 
Blunt, Henry Clayton, Ben Colyer,
David Daughtridge, Hayes Fa ir, 
George Hoefer, Andrew Kane, Charles
Kirkman, Frazier Kulze, John Mason, 
Ned Montgomery, Edward Pritchard, 
and David Scott serving in our Armed 
Forces.
We pray for our home missions:
Star Gospel Mission, Tricounty Family
Ministries, Life Resources, St. John’s 
Chapel, and the Open Door Committee.
We pray for our world missions:
Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the medi-
cal missions to Honduras, for ministry 
to victims of genocide and AIDS in 
Rwanda, for 10/40 Tribal Commission, 
for Water Mission, and for St. Jean Bap-
tiste, our sister church, and the schools 
in Haiti.

Collect for Christ the King:
Almighty and everlasting God, whose 
will it is to restore all things in thy well-
beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples 
of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, 
may be freed and brought together under 
his most gracious rule; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Readings for Sunday:
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Revelation 19:11-16
Luke 23:32-43

ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH
142 Church Street | Charleston, SC  29401 | (843) 722-7734 | www.stphilipschurchsc.org

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday | 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Friday

C.S. Lewis Symposium: A Capsule Look
by Elizabeth Scott

On a recent November 
mid-week, a small group 
of St. Philippians trav-
eled up to the glorious 
mountains of North 
Carolina to attend a 
much-touted (by our 
beloved priest and C.S. 
Lewis aficionado, Brian 
McGreevy ) C.S. Lewis 
symposium. The confer-
ence was a packed time 
filled with insights and 
sharing to encourage us 

and engage us on our Christian journey. People from 28 states, England, 
and Malta were drawn to the beautiful village of Montreat for this ex-
perience, officially titled “C.S. Lewis: Influence and Relevance Today.”
The symposium delivered on that topic and so much more. Some of the 
greatest and most recognized Lewis and Inkling scholars came together 
to share not only the relevancy but the works themselves and the writ-
ers behind them. (If you do not know who the Inklings are, come to 
the gatherings on Wednesday nights at 7:00 here at St. Philip’s and Fr. 
McGreevy will see that you do! If you are aware of who they were, come 
and you will expand your learning!)
I remember reading that C.S. Lewis himself said that no book is really 
worth reading at the age of ten which is not equally worth reading at the 
age of fifty (or eighty, I would say!). I think that somewhat speaks of not 
only a good book but a good sermon (with which we are abundantly 
blessed Sunday after Sunday at St. Philip’s) and many good talks. The 
point is, though these scholars truly reside in a stratosphere above most of 
the rest of us, they spoke from the heart as well as the head and made the 
man, his colleagues, and their words and works come alive for the hearers.
The motto of Oxford University, Dominus Illuminatio mea––the Lord is 
my Light, the opening words of Psalm 27––was used at the opening of 
the symposium to emphasize the intent of our time together. The insights 
gained from the speakers as well as time spent with some of the nearly 
600 attendees put flesh to those words.
Dr. Jerry Root from Wheaton College posed this question to us early on: 
“Did you come for a big portion of C.S. Lewis or for a big portion of 
the God Lewis served?” That was rather the tone of the symposium. Dr. 
Root spoke on the imagination of C.S. Lewis and how that influenced 
much if not most of his writings. He also quoted Lewis as saying, “Most 
of my books are evangelistic.” As Dr. Root is Professor of Evangelism, this 

continued on next page
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JOIN  US  FOR  WORSHIP  ON

9 :00  a .m .  Holy  Eucharist :  Rite  I

Thanksgiving Week Changes to Note
• The church office closes at noon Wednesday, 

11/27, and reopens Monday, 12/2.
• No printed inSPIRE Thanksgiving week.
• No Wednesdays Alive! service, supper, or 

classes on 11/27.
• No Rector’s Bible Study Thanksgiving Day.
• Youth Group and children’s choirs will not 

meet Thanksgiving week.



Sunday, Nov. 24 (The Last Sunday After Pentecost: Christ the King)                                                
8:15 a.m.     Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church

Preacher The Rev. Jeffrey S. Miller
     Ushers  Team 2: Justin Ray, captain

Lector  Randell Stoney
     Chalice Bill Helms, Randell Stoney
     Altar Guild Judy Middleton, Betsy Harvey

Flower Guild Laura Jenkins Thompson, Florance Anderson,
    Kirsten Barr, Mara Brockbank, Bryn Redman,
    Ann Rhett, Nancy Rhett
9:00 a.m. Chr. Ed Greeters  Irene Rowe, Anne Meredith
9:15 a.m. Financial Peace University ~ Hathaway/Streett, Chapel
 Sunday School (Grade 4 and below) ~ Parish House, Ground Floor
 Sunday School (Grades 5 & 6) ~ Chapel Undercroft
     Confirmation Class (Grade 7) ~ Tea Garden
 Sunday School (Grades 8-12) ~ Parish House, Youth Room
 Adult Choir Rehearsal ~ Ministries Hall, Choir Room
9:30 a.m. Rector’s Adult Forum, Jeff Miller ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
 Foundations, Andrew O’Dell ~ Parlor, Ministries Hall
10:30 a.m.   Children’s Church ~ Parish House, room 109
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church 

Preacher The Rev. Jeffrey S. Miller
Lector  Tripp Hathaway

     Ushers  Team 2: Justin Ray, captain
     Greeters Reagan and Ashley Jackson
     Chalice Mike Mullins, Gerry McCord,
   Martha Vetter, Heather Dawson
     Acolyte Mentor Jason Ayers
     Acolytes Jackson Ayers, Harris Ayers, Clay Hershey,  
   Thomas Hershey, Rhett Hershey,
   Muffy Schaffler, William Russler,
   Chandler Grace Ghegan
     Altar Guild TBD 
6:00 p.m.     Senior High Youth Group ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
7:00 p.m.     Young Professionals Bible Study ~ Hipp Residence, Downtown

Monday, Nov. 25 (Church open to visitors 12 noon - 4 p.m.)

Tuesday, Nov. 26 (Church open to visitors 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.)  
9:15 a.m.     Staff Meeting ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor
2:00 p.m.     Music Theory Class, Pat Gould ~ Ministries Hall, Choir Room

Wednesday, Nov. 27 (Church office closes at noon) 
7:45 a.m.     Men’s Bible Study, John Kerrison ~ Tea Garden
8:00 a.m.     Morning Prayer: 1928 BCP ~ Chapel of the Good Shepherd
10:00 a.m.   inSPIRE Mailing Prep ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor
4:00 p.m.     Women’s Book Study and Fellowship, Anna Streett ~ Parlor
     Cherub Choir ~ Ministries Hall, Choir Room
     St. Cecilia Choir ~ Ministries Hall, Choir Room
     St. Nicholas Choir ~ Ministries Hall, Choir Room
5:30 p.m      Wednesdays Alive! Holy Communion Rite II ~ Church 
6:00 p.m.     Adult Choir Rehearsal ~ Ministries Hall, Choir Room
6:15 p.m.     Fellowship Supper ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
7:00 p.m.     C.S. Lewis’s The Screwtape Letters, Brian McGreevy ~ Parlor
    College Bible Study, Ryan Streett ~ Parish House, Youth Room
     Grandparenting Matters ~ Parish House, Rm. 111

Thursday, Nov. 28 (Thanksgiving Day)
9:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist: Rite I ~ Church, Ryan Streett

Friday, Nov. 29 (church office closed)  
7:00 a.m.     Men’s Bible Study, Guv Gottshalk ~ Tea Garden
7:00 a.m.     Men’s Bible Study, Group Led ~ Ministries Hall, Parlor
6:00 p.m.     Middle School Youth Group ~ Parish House, Parish Hall

Sunday, Dec. 1 (The First Sunday in Advent) 
8:15 a.m.     Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church

Preacher The Rev. Andrew R. O’Dell
     Ushers  Team 3: John Settle, captain

Lector  Bill Helms
     Chalice Colby Broadwater, Bill Helms
     Altar Guild Bertha Booker, Carol Robinson

Flower Guild Bonnie Schrimpf, Caroline Burns, Carol
   McLaren, Amanda Steinhardt, Sarah Stuhr
9:00 a.m. Chr. Ed Greeters  Heather Dawson, Polly Dickson
9:15 a.m. Family Advent Event (all ages welcome) ~ Parish House, room 109
 Financial Peace University ~ Hathaway/Streett, Chapel
 Sunday School (Grade 4 and below) ~ Parish House, Ground Floor
 Sunday School (Grades 5 & 6) ~ Chapel Undercroft
     Confirmation Class (Grade 7) ~ Tea Garden
 Sunday School (Grades 8-12) ~ Parish House, Youth Room
 Adult Choir Rehearsal ~ Ministries Hall, Choir Room
9:30 a.m. Rector’s Adult Forum, Jeff Miller ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
 Foundations, Andrew O’Dell ~ Parlor, Ministries Hall
10:30 a.m.   Children’s Church ~ Parish House, room 109
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church 

Preacher The Rev. Andrew R. O’Dell
Lector  Georgia Bell

     Ushers  Team 3: John Settle, captain
     Greeters John and Garden Blincow
     Chalice Andy Anderson, Buz Morris,
   Clark Hanger, Foster Gaillard
     Acolyte Mentor Brendan O’Shea
     Acolytes Frances O’Shea, Julian Ford, Rhett Andrews,
   Betsy Bailey, James Bailey, Lucy Manuel,
   Cliffie Manuel, Helen Belle Livesay,
   James Ray, Josh Ray
     Altar Guild Barbara Bremer, Betsy Harvey 
6:00 p.m.     Senior High Youth Group ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
7:00 p.m.     Young Professionals Bible Study ~ Hipp Residence, Downtown

The Calendar for the Next Two Weeks

SAVE THE DATE 
Dec. 7 ~ Advent Drop-In at the Rectory (3:00-6:00 p.m.)
Dec. 13 ~ The Greening of the Church (9:00 a.m.)
Dec. 15 ~ Lessons and Carols (10:30 service), followed 
by Wassail Bowl reception and poinsettia delivery
Dec. 18 ~ Community Carol Sing and Lunch (12:30 p.m.)
Dec. 24 ~ Christmas Eve Services

•  4:30 p.m. Christmas Pageant (register your child at
 stphilipschurchsc.org/events)
•  7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist: Rite I (children’s choirs)
•  10:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist: Rite I (St. Philip’s Choir)

Dec. 25 ~ Christmas Day Service (10:00 a.m.)

Questions about the calendar?
Need to reserve a room for a church meeting or event?

Contact Rachel Murphy: rmurphy@stphilipschurchsc.org

Lewis Symposium, continued from front page
topic is close to his heart. He encouraged us that, as it was close to Lewis’ 
heart as well, sharing the gospel was “showing them a light that is so lovely 
that they want with all their hearts to know the source of it.” (Madeleine 
L’Engle) He encouraged us to begin by asking questions, being interested in 
the person, speaking the person’s name, and telling them God loves them 
and knows them.
Actor Tom Key, who has been portraying C.S. Lewis since 1977, quoted 
many of Lewis’ works and poems during his incredible one-man performance, 
“C.S. Lewis on Stage.”
Dr. Diana Glyer (Azusa Pacific University) started as a teenager looking at the 
works of Lewis and Tolkien, and through her years of research almost single-
handedly overturned the assumptions that the two had not influenced each 
other’s works. She spoke of their friendship as very different individuals: one 
a lifelong Christian and the other an avowed atheist in the beginning, how 
they possessed different temperaments, how they formed the Inklings and 
influenced the creation of each other’s writings such as Lewis’ The Space Trilogy 
and Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings, and how they committed to spending time 
together as friends. This only scratches the surface of what she brought to us.
Dr. Crystal Downing spoke about Dorothy L. Sayers, author of Man Born 
to be King, and the influence and friendship she had on and with Lewis. 
Downing and her husband, Dr. David Downing, are the co-directors of the 
Marion E. Wade Center at Wheaton College, a special research collection 
of papers, books, and manuscripts primarily relating to seven authors from 
the United Kingdom, Lewis and Tolkien among them. One of the things 
Dr. David Downing talked about was the series of broadcasts Lewis gave 
to war-torn England from 1941-1944, which became the bestseller Mere 
Christianity. It still resonates very much today.
Dr. Hal Poe (Union University, Tennessee, and a direct descendent of Edgar 
Allan) addressed Lewis in relation to science and technology. He said that 
Lewis was fascinated with science from childhood and believed Christians 
should stay engaged with science and discovery and conversant with scientific 
understanding. He said Lewis did warn against linking Christianity to any sci-
entific understanding because science keeps changing and expanding. Lewis, 
who even engaged in science and science fiction in some of his writings, saw 
science as describing the physical universe; it doesn’t have tools to describe 
other worlds or universes. He did see it as a way of looking at God’s creation.
Douglas Gresham, Lewis’ stepson, was in attendance, captivating us with 
stories of many of his intimate experiences with his famous stepfather. He 
shared his love for “Jack,” as Lewis was called by his friends and family, by 
giving a touching and memorable accounting of what it was like to know 
the man when he (Gresham) was a child, Gresham still carries that torch of 
protecting Lewis’ works by being the one to give the OK to any productions 
based on the writings. He was insightful as well as somewhat flamboyant, 
dressed in black knee-high boots and turtleneck and sporting a white goatee!
A final panel on Friday morning addressed why C.S. Lewis is so popular with 
religious America. He appeals to the total cross section: evangelicals, Roman 
Catholics, Orthodox Christians, progressives, and even non-believers. He is 
a hot commodity right now and even Hollywood is cashing in on this ticket.
This summary doesn’t even begin to do justice to the richness of the infor-
mation and sharing we received. One of my main takeaways was gratitude 
to God for enabling these men, especially C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien, to 
write the words they did now some 80 years ago that are still so applicable 
to us personally and to our society today. We still have much to learn from 
these men and they have much to tell us.
This article has been edited for the space allowed. Please view the full article on 
our website, stphilipschurchsc.org/news.

The ECW Advent Luncheon with Susan Yates:
Finding Peace in a Season of Uncertainty

Friday, December 6, at 12 noon in the Parish Hall

Registration is full!
Please call the church office at (843) 
722-7734 to join the wait list. Learn 
more about our speaker on our website: 
stphilipschurchsc.org/events.

All St. Philippians are cordially invited to join
the Rev. and Mrs. Jeffrey S. Miller

in their home for an
Advent Drop-In

Saturday,
December 7
3:00-6:00 p.m.

at
The Rectory
92 Church St.
Charleston

There is no need to bring anything but a festive spirit!

Do you have news to share?
Submit your article by email to Lea Andrews at landrews@stphilipschurchsc.org. The inSPIRE prints on Tuesdays. Submissions should be 

sent by noon on Friday prior to the Tuesday printing. The inSPIRE is available as a weekly paper mailing to your home or as an email
newsletter, and it can be found on our website. Please update your mailing preference with the church office.

Meet at the Horse Lot on Chisolm St. downtown 
to go door-to-door to collect canned goods for
Tricounty Family Ministries! You’ll be helping 

people in your community while enjoying fellow-
ship with other youth groupers (and earning your 

service hours if you need them)!

2020 Vestry Nominations:
Seeking the Next Leaders of St. Philip’s

The Vestry Nominating Committee is now accept-
ing names of prospective nominees for the next 
Vestry “class.” The Senior and Junior Wardens’ letter 
regarding this process was emailed last week; copies 
of the letter are also available in the church office 
and in the narthex. If you would like to nominate 
someone for our Vestry, please submit his or her 
name by email to Dorothy Lancaster (doroathome@
yahoo.com) or Rachel Murphy, Executive Assistant 
to the Rector (rmurphy@stphilipschurchsc.org).



Sunday, Nov. 24 (The Last Sunday After Pentecost: Christ the King)                                                
8:15 a.m.     Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church

Preacher The Rev. Jeffrey S. Miller
     Ushers  Team 2: Justin Ray, captain

Lector  Randell Stoney
     Chalice Bill Helms, Randell Stoney
     Altar Guild Judy Middleton, Betsy Harvey
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    Kirsten Barr, Mara Brockbank, Bryn Redman,
    Ann Rhett, Nancy Rhett
9:00 a.m. Chr. Ed Greeters  Irene Rowe, Anne Meredith
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 Sunday School (Grade 4 and below) ~ Parish House, Ground Floor
 Sunday School (Grades 5 & 6) ~ Chapel Undercroft
     Confirmation Class (Grade 7) ~ Tea Garden
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     St. Nicholas Choir ~ Ministries Hall, Choir Room
5:30 p.m      Wednesdays Alive! Holy Communion Rite II ~ Church 
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6:15 p.m.     Fellowship Supper ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
7:00 p.m.     C.S. Lewis’s The Screwtape Letters, Brian McGreevy ~ Parlor
    College Bible Study, Ryan Streett ~ Parish House, Youth Room
     Grandparenting Matters ~ Parish House, Rm. 111

Thursday, Nov. 28 (Thanksgiving Day)
9:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist: Rite I ~ Church, Ryan Streett
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6:00 p.m.     Middle School Youth Group ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
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     Confirmation Class (Grade 7) ~ Tea Garden
 Sunday School (Grades 8-12) ~ Parish House, Youth Room
 Adult Choir Rehearsal ~ Ministries Hall, Choir Room
9:30 a.m. Rector’s Adult Forum, Jeff Miller ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
 Foundations, Andrew O’Dell ~ Parlor, Ministries Hall
10:30 a.m.   Children’s Church ~ Parish House, room 109
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion: Rite I ~ Church 

Preacher The Rev. Andrew R. O’Dell
Lector  Georgia Bell

     Ushers  Team 3: John Settle, captain
     Greeters John and Garden Blincow
     Chalice Andy Anderson, Buz Morris,
   Clark Hanger, Foster Gaillard
     Acolyte Mentor Brendan O’Shea
     Acolytes Frances O’Shea, Julian Ford, Rhett Andrews,
   Betsy Bailey, James Bailey, Lucy Manuel,
   Cliffie Manuel, Helen Belle Livesay,
   James Ray, Josh Ray
     Altar Guild Barbara Bremer, Betsy Harvey 
6:00 p.m.     Senior High Youth Group ~ Parish House, Parish Hall
7:00 p.m.     Young Professionals Bible Study ~ Hipp Residence, Downtown

The Calendar for the Next Two Weeks

SAVE THE DATE 
Dec. 7 ~ Advent Drop-In at the Rectory (3:00-6:00 p.m.)
Dec. 13 ~ The Greening of the Church (9:00 a.m.)
Dec. 15 ~ Lessons and Carols (10:30 service), followed 
by Wassail Bowl reception and poinsettia delivery
Dec. 18 ~ Community Carol Sing and Lunch (12:30 p.m.)
Dec. 24 ~ Christmas Eve Services

•  4:30 p.m. Christmas Pageant (register your child at
 stphilipschurchsc.org/events)
•  7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist: Rite I (children’s choirs)
•  10:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist: Rite I (St. Philip’s Choir)

Dec. 25 ~ Christmas Day Service (10:00 a.m.)

Questions about the calendar?
Need to reserve a room for a church meeting or event?

Contact Rachel Murphy: rmurphy@stphilipschurchsc.org

Lewis Symposium, continued from front page
topic is close to his heart. He encouraged us that, as it was close to Lewis’ 
heart as well, sharing the gospel was “showing them a light that is so lovely 
that they want with all their hearts to know the source of it.” (Madeleine 
L’Engle) He encouraged us to begin by asking questions, being interested in 
the person, speaking the person’s name, and telling them God loves them 
and knows them.
Actor Tom Key, who has been portraying C.S. Lewis since 1977, quoted 
many of Lewis’ works and poems during his incredible one-man performance, 
“C.S. Lewis on Stage.”
Dr. Diana Glyer (Azusa Pacific University) started as a teenager looking at the 
works of Lewis and Tolkien, and through her years of research almost single-
handedly overturned the assumptions that the two had not influenced each 
other’s works. She spoke of their friendship as very different individuals: one 
a lifelong Christian and the other an avowed atheist in the beginning, how 
they possessed different temperaments, how they formed the Inklings and 
influenced the creation of each other’s writings such as Lewis’ The Space Trilogy 
and Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings, and how they committed to spending time 
together as friends. This only scratches the surface of what she brought to us.
Dr. Crystal Downing spoke about Dorothy L. Sayers, author of Man Born 
to be King, and the influence and friendship she had on and with Lewis. 
Downing and her husband, Dr. David Downing, are the co-directors of the 
Marion E. Wade Center at Wheaton College, a special research collection 
of papers, books, and manuscripts primarily relating to seven authors from 
the United Kingdom, Lewis and Tolkien among them. One of the things 
Dr. David Downing talked about was the series of broadcasts Lewis gave 
to war-torn England from 1941-1944, which became the bestseller Mere 
Christianity. It still resonates very much today.
Dr. Hal Poe (Union University, Tennessee, and a direct descendent of Edgar 
Allan) addressed Lewis in relation to science and technology. He said that 
Lewis was fascinated with science from childhood and believed Christians 
should stay engaged with science and discovery and conversant with scientific 
understanding. He said Lewis did warn against linking Christianity to any sci-
entific understanding because science keeps changing and expanding. Lewis, 
who even engaged in science and science fiction in some of his writings, saw 
science as describing the physical universe; it doesn’t have tools to describe 
other worlds or universes. He did see it as a way of looking at God’s creation.
Douglas Gresham, Lewis’ stepson, was in attendance, captivating us with 
stories of many of his intimate experiences with his famous stepfather. He 
shared his love for “Jack,” as Lewis was called by his friends and family, by 
giving a touching and memorable accounting of what it was like to know 
the man when he (Gresham) was a child, Gresham still carries that torch of 
protecting Lewis’ works by being the one to give the OK to any productions 
based on the writings. He was insightful as well as somewhat flamboyant, 
dressed in black knee-high boots and turtleneck and sporting a white goatee!
A final panel on Friday morning addressed why C.S. Lewis is so popular with 
religious America. He appeals to the total cross section: evangelicals, Roman 
Catholics, Orthodox Christians, progressives, and even non-believers. He is 
a hot commodity right now and even Hollywood is cashing in on this ticket.
This summary doesn’t even begin to do justice to the richness of the infor-
mation and sharing we received. One of my main takeaways was gratitude 
to God for enabling these men, especially C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien, to 
write the words they did now some 80 years ago that are still so applicable 
to us personally and to our society today. We still have much to learn from 
these men and they have much to tell us.
This article has been edited for the space allowed. Please view the full article on 
our website, stphilipschurchsc.org/news.

The ECW Advent Luncheon with Susan Yates:
Finding Peace in a Season of Uncertainty

Friday, December 6, at 12 noon in the Parish Hall

Registration is full!
Please call the church office at (843) 
722-7734 to join the wait list. Learn 
more about our speaker on our website: 
stphilipschurchsc.org/events.

All St. Philippians are cordially invited to join
the Rev. and Mrs. Jeffrey S. Miller

in their home for an
Advent Drop-In

Saturday,
December 7
3:00-6:00 p.m.

at
The Rectory
92 Church St.
Charleston

There is no need to bring anything but a festive spirit!

Do you have news to share?
Submit your article by email to Lea Andrews at landrews@stphilipschurchsc.org. The inSPIRE prints on Tuesdays. Submissions should be 

sent by noon on Friday prior to the Tuesday printing. The inSPIRE is available as a weekly paper mailing to your home or as an email
newsletter, and it can be found on our website. Please update your mailing preference with the church office.

Meet at the Horse Lot on Chisolm St. downtown 
to go door-to-door to collect canned goods for
Tricounty Family Ministries! You’ll be helping 

people in your community while enjoying fellow-
ship with other youth groupers (and earning your 

service hours if you need them)!

2020 Vestry Nominations:
Seeking the Next Leaders of St. Philip’s

The Vestry Nominating Committee is now accept-
ing names of prospective nominees for the next 
Vestry “class.” The Senior and Junior Wardens’ letter 
regarding this process was emailed last week; copies 
of the letter are also available in the church office 
and in the narthex. If you would like to nominate 
someone for our Vestry, please submit his or her 
name by email to Dorothy Lancaster (doroathome@
yahoo.com) or Rachel Murphy, Executive Assistant 
to the Rector (rmurphy@stphilipschurchsc.org).
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The ladies of St. Philip’s and their
guests view a picture of Gladys Aylward,

the subject of Dr. Moore’s talk.

Gratitude for Gene Lesesne, God’s Humble Servant
by Marnie Kerrison, ECW Spiritual Advisor

Along with several verses of Scripture, 
the following served as Marnie Kerrison’s
devotional before the November ECW 
(Every Church Woman) board meeting last 
week.
If you were at the last ECW meeting in 
October, you may have heard me mention 
off the cuff that if we were to lose Gene 
Lesesne, the Tea Room could not go on. 
Gene is 82 years old, rides his bike almost 
daily 20 miles, was a Naval aviator, and 
flew for Pan Am Airlines as a commercial 

pilot until he went to teach at the Citadel in the PE department. He was married to 
Anne, who was a nurse instructor at Trident Tech until she was disabled by rheumatoid 
arthritis. He was her caregiver until her death just about five years ago. He has two 
daughters: Angela Clark, who runs the preschool with Lee Moore here at St. Philip’s, and 
Jessica, who attends and volunteered here as a Sunday school teacher for years. His first 
great-grand was recently baptized here. I do not know how long the Lesesne family has 
been attending St. Philip’s, but I know they have a legacy of serving quietly. They have 
been responsible for the Wassail Bowl celebration every year for as long as I remember. 
Well, as you all may know, last week Gene was volunteering at the polls in same ol’ 
Gene Lesesne fashion, and he passed out, was given CPR, and was sent by ambulance 
to MUSC, where they were able to open his chest up and wrap the aorta to stop the 
bleeding from an aortic dissection. Essentially he was bleeding inside his body. God 
provided someone at the polls who could sustain Gene’s blood flow until help could 
arrive. No question the fact that he is still on this side of eternity is a miracle. My own 
nephew at 24 died from the exact thing, only no one was around to help him. I confi-
dently believe that Gene was not ordained to die last Tuesday. The Lord said to death, 
“NOT today!” I see it also as God’s mercy to us as a church, because now we have the 
opportunity to thank Gene and not just eulogize him. And also we are forced to forge 
ahead without the benefit of Gene’s being there to fill all the shoes and roles he does 
during his recovery. We have time now to PRAISE God while we acknowledge Gene’s 
quiet servant ministry to St. Philip’s and to recognize that Gene and others with servant 
hearts in our church will not always be here to do all the things they do. I have had 
the privilege of serving beside this very quiet, humble, and generous man for about 10 
years. He probably does the work of 12 people during Tea Room:
1. Washes the dishes all day along with a few helpers
2. Cooks the biscuits and chicken breasts
3. Makes all the whipped cream for the dessert room
4. Chops eggs, chicken, and onions for Connie
5. Fixes the sanitizer and troubleshoots all the equipment in the kitchen
6. Makes all the coffee (orders the coffee for the church coffee room too)
7. Mops the kitchen at the end of the day
8. Brings a dessert Monday
9. Brings a dessert Tuesday
10. Brings a dessert Wednesday
11. Brings a dessert Thursday
12. Brings a dessert Friday
Additionally, I know he was Water Mission’s very first volunteer, and he’s volunteered 
there for 18 years building the filtration units. He frequently serves as a crucifer at
funerals, helps hang all the outside garland and bows during the greening of the church, 
often cooks for the breakfasts we have had, and goes to Honduras to serve with a 
group from St. Philip’s. It is embarrassing to me almost to account for all Gene Lesesne 
contributes to our church. And those are just the things I know about. I am sure he 
gives financially as well. It comforts and inspires me to see someone living out his faith 
serving Jesus and loving HIS church so well. May we all strive to live like Gene, who is 
witnessing to us a God who loves us and suffered for us. A God who held nothing back. 

Elizabeth Scott (left) with Brian McGreevy, 
Lavinia Thaxton, and Josie May

Gene Lesesne (center) volunteering in the kitchen 
with family members during the 2017 Wassail Bowl

We pray for the sick:
Harvey Brockinton; Katie Burris; 
Elizabeth Flowers, Meredith Gale; 
Robert Gould; Tracy Graudin; Janet 
Hanger; Jonathan Hanger; Bobby 
Hood, Sr.; Gene Hunt; Gene Lesesne; 
Barbara Lisle; Joe Livesay; Jacqui Luce; 
Peter Moore; Stuart Philp; Bruce Rawl; 
Aranell Ray; Edmund Rhett; Benjamin 
Schools; Rachel Shore; David Smythe; 
and Lindsey Wing.
We pray for our expectant parents:
Ryan and Jennie Emerson, Oliver and
Courtney Iselin.
We grieve with and pray for:
Georgia Bell and family on the death of 
her father,  Donald Camp, on November 
12 and her mother, Izetta Camp, on 
November 16. 
We pray for protection for:
Becca Baird, Julia Beasley, Graham 
Blunt, Henry Clayton, Ben Colyer,
David Daughtridge, Hayes Fa ir, 
George Hoefer, Andrew Kane, Charles
Kirkman, Frazier Kulze, John Mason, 
Ned Montgomery, Edward Pritchard, 
and David Scott serving in our Armed 
Forces.
We pray for our home missions:
Star Gospel Mission, Tricounty Family
Ministries, Life Resources, St. John’s 
Chapel, and the Open Door Committee.
We pray for our world missions:
Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the medi-
cal missions to Honduras, for ministry 
to victims of genocide and AIDS in 
Rwanda, for 10/40 Tribal Commission, 
for Water Mission, and for St. Jean Bap-
tiste, our sister church, and the schools 
in Haiti.

Collect for Christ the King:
Almighty and everlasting God, whose 
will it is to restore all things in thy well-
beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples 
of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, 
may be freed and brought together under 
his most gracious rule; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Readings for Sunday:
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Revelation 19:11-16
Luke 23:32-43

ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH
142 Church Street | Charleston, SC  29401 | (843) 722-7734 | www.stphilipschurchsc.org

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday | 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Friday

C.S. Lewis Symposium: A Capsule Look
by Elizabeth Scott

On a recent November 
mid-week, a small group 
of St. Philippians trav-
eled up to the glorious 
mountains of North 
Carolina to attend a 
much-touted (by our 
beloved priest and C.S. 
Lewis aficionado, Brian 
McGreevy ) C.S. Lewis 
symposium. The confer-
ence was a packed time 
filled with insights and 
sharing to encourage us 

and engage us on our Christian journey. People from 28 states, England, 
and Malta were drawn to the beautiful village of Montreat for this ex-
perience, officially titled “C.S. Lewis: Influence and Relevance Today.”
The symposium delivered on that topic and so much more. Some of the 
greatest and most recognized Lewis and Inkling scholars came together 
to share not only the relevancy but the works themselves and the writ-
ers behind them. (If you do not know who the Inklings are, come to 
the gatherings on Wednesday nights at 7:00 here at St. Philip’s and Fr. 
McGreevy will see that you do! If you are aware of who they were, come 
and you will expand your learning!)
I remember reading that C.S. Lewis himself said that no book is really 
worth reading at the age of ten which is not equally worth reading at the 
age of fifty (or eighty, I would say!). I think that somewhat speaks of not 
only a good book but a good sermon (with which we are abundantly 
blessed Sunday after Sunday at St. Philip’s) and many good talks. The 
point is, though these scholars truly reside in a stratosphere above most of 
the rest of us, they spoke from the heart as well as the head and made the 
man, his colleagues, and their words and works come alive for the hearers.
The motto of Oxford University, Dominus Illuminatio mea––the Lord is 
my Light, the opening words of Psalm 27––was used at the opening of 
the symposium to emphasize the intent of our time together. The insights 
gained from the speakers as well as time spent with some of the nearly 
600 attendees put flesh to those words.
Dr. Jerry Root from Wheaton College posed this question to us early on: 
“Did you come for a big portion of C.S. Lewis or for a big portion of 
the God Lewis served?” That was rather the tone of the symposium. Dr. 
Root spoke on the imagination of C.S. Lewis and how that influenced 
much if not most of his writings. He also quoted Lewis as saying, “Most 
of my books are evangelistic.” As Dr. Root is Professor of Evangelism, this 

continued on next page
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JOIN  US  FOR  WORSHIP  ON

9 :00  a .m .  Holy  Eucharist :  Rite  I

Thanksgiving Week Changes to Note
• The church office closes at noon Wednesday, 

11/27, and reopens Monday, 12/2.
• No printed inSPIRE Thanksgiving week.
• No Wednesdays Alive! service, supper, or 

classes on 11/27.
• No Rector’s Bible Study Thanksgiving Day.
• Youth Group and children’s choirs will not 

meet Thanksgiving week.


