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A SERVICE OF PRAYER FOR OUR NATION
THE PRELUDE

Variations on America

Charles Ives (1874-1954)

All stand and sing the opening hymn
HYMN
God of Our Fathers		
God of our fathers, whose almighty hand leads forth in beauty all the starry band
Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, our grateful songs before thy throne arise.
Thy love divine hath led us in the past, in this free land by thee our lot is cast;
Be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay, thy word our law, thy paths our chosen way.
From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, be thy strong arm our ever sure defence;
Thy true religion in our hearts increase, thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace.
Refresh thy people on their toilsome way, lead us from night to never-ending day;
Fill all our lives with love and grace divine, and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine.

National Hymn

Words: Daniel Crane Roberts, 1876. Music: National Hymn, George William Warren, 1892

THE OPENING SENTENCES
All standing, the officiant says
		 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!
People Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast love.
The people are seated for the reading of God’s word.
THE LESSON
Matthew 5:13-16
Jesus said, 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for
anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 14 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot
be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
THE PRAYERS
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People
And with thy spirit.
Officiant Kneeling, let us pray.
All kneel and pray responsively
O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth, have mercy upon us.
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us.
O God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of the faithful, have mercy upon us.
O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, one God, have mercy upon us.
Remember not, Lord Christ, our offenses, nor the offenses of our forefathers; neither reward us according to our sins. Spare us,
good Lord, spare thy people, whom thou hast redeemed with thy most precious blood, and by thy mercy preserve us, for ever.
Spare us, good Lord.
From all evil and wickedness; from sin; from the crafts and assaults of the devil; and from everlasting damnation, good Lord,
deliver us.
From all blindness of heart; from pride, vainglory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and malice; and from all want of charity,
good Lord, deliver us.
From all inordinate and sinful affections; and from all the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil,
good Lord, deliver us.
From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; from hardness of heart, and contempt of thy Word and commandment, good Lord,
deliver us.
From lightning and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and flood; from plague, pestilence, and famine, good Lord, deliver us.
From all oppression, conspiracy, and rebellion; from violence, battle, and murder; and from dying suddenly and unprepared,
good Lord, deliver us.
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By the mystery of thy holy Incarnation; by thy holy Nativity and submission to the Law; by thy Baptism, Fasting, and Temptation, good Lord, deliver us.
By thine Agony and Bloody Sweat; by thy Cross and Passion; by thy precious Death and Burial; by thy glorious Resurrection
and Ascension; and by the Coming of the Holy Ghost, good Lord, deliver us.
In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death, and in the day of judgment, good Lord, deliver us.
We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, O Lord God; and that it may please thee to rule and govern thy holy Church Universal
in the right way, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to illumine all bishops, priests, and deacons, with true knowledge and understanding of thy Word; and
that both by their preaching and living, they may set it forth, and show it accordingly, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to bless and keep all thy people, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to send forth laborers into thy harvest, and to draw all mankind into thy kingdom,
we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give to all people increase of grace to hear and receive thy Word, and to bring forth the fruits of the
Spirit, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to bring into the way of truth all such as have erred, and are deceived, we beseech thee to hear us, good
Lord.
That it may please thee to give us a heart to love and fear thee, and diligently to live after thy commandments, we beseech thee
to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee so to rule the hearts of thy servants, the President of the United States, and all others in authority, that
they may do justice, and love mercy, and walk in the ways of truth, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to make wars to cease in all the world; to give to all nations unity, peace, and concord; and to bestow
freedom upon all peoples, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to show thy pity upon all prisoners and captives, the homeless and the hungry, and all who are desolate
and oppressed, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give and preserve to our use the bountiful fruits of the earth, so that in due time all may enjoy them,
we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to inspire us, in our several callings, to do the work which thou givest us to do with singleness of heart
as thy servants, and for the common good, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to preserve all who are in danger by reason of their labor or their travel, we beseech thee to hear us,
good Lord.
That it may please thee to preserve, and provide for, all women in childbirth, young children and orphans, the widowed, and all
whose homes are broken or torn by strife, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to visit the lonely; to strengthen all who suffer in mind, body, and spirit; and to comfort with thy presence
those who are failing and infirm, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to support, help, and comfort all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation, we beseech thee to hear
us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to have mercy upon all mankind, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give us true repentance; to forgive us all our sins, negligences, and ignorances; and to endue us with
the grace of thy Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to thy holy Word, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their hearts, we beseech thee to hear us,
good Lord.
That it may please thee to strengthen such as do stand; to comfort and help the weak-hearted; to raise up those who fall; and
finally to beat down Satan under our feet, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to grant to all the faithful departed eternal life and peace, we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to grant that, in the fellowship of all the saints, we may attain to thy heavenly kingdom, we beseech
thee to hear us, good Lord.
Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us.
Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.
O Christ, hear us. O Christ, hear us.
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THE KYRIE
Officiant Lord, have mercy upon us.
People
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Officiant Lord, have mercy upon us.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
The officiant and people pray
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Officiant O Lord, let thy mercy be showed upon us;
People
As we do put our trust in thee.
THE SUPPLICATION
For use especially in times of war, or of national anxiety, or of disaster.
O Lord, arise, help us;
And deliver us for thy Name’s sake.
O God, we have heard with our ears, and our fathers have declared unto us, the noble works that thou didst in their days, and
in the old time before them.
O Lord, arise, help us; and deliver us for thy Name’s sake.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.
O Lord, arise, help us; and deliver us for thy Name’s sake.
From our enemies defend us, O Christ;
Graciously behold our afflictions.
With pity behold the sorrows of our hearts;
Mercifully forgive the sins of thy people.
Favorably with mercy hear our prayers;
O Son of David, have mercy upon us.
Both now and ever vouchsafe to hear us, O Christ;
Graciously hear us, O Christ; graciously hear us, O Lord Christ.
The officiant continues
We humbly beseech thee, O Father, mercifully to look upon our infirmities; and, for the glory of thy Name, turn from us all
those evils that we most justly have deserved; and grant that in all our troubles we may put our whole trust and confidence in
thy mercy, and evermore serve thee in holiness and pureness of living, to thy honor and glory; through our only Mediator and
Advocate, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PRAYERS FOR THE NATION
The officiant prays
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength known but the strength of
love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children
of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with those who take counsel and govern the
people of this good land which you have given us. Teach them in all things to seek first your honor and glory. Guide them to perceive
what is right, and grant them both the courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
O God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our only Savior, the Prince of Peace: Give us grace seriously to lay to heart the great
dangers we are in by our unhappy divisions; take away all hatred and prejudice, and whatever else may hinder us from godly
union and concord; that, as there is but one Body and one Spirit, one hope of our calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one
God and Father of us all, so we may be all of one heart and of one soul, united in one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith and
charity, and may with one mind and one mouth glorify thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a
people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners.
Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion
into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those
to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through
obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to thy merciful care, that, being guided by thy
Providence, we may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant to the President of the United States, the Governor of this State, and to all
in authority, wisdom and strength to know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness, and make them
ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in thy fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and
the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.
O God, the fountain of wisdom, whose will is good and gracious, and whose law is truth: We beseech thee so to guide and bless
our Senators and Representatives in Congress assembled, that they may enact such laws as shall please thee, to the glory of thy
Name and the welfare of this people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, who sittest in the throne judging right: We humbly beseech thee to bless the courts of justice and the magistrates
in all this land; and give unto them the spirit of wisdom and understanding, that they may discern the truth, and impartially
administer the law in the fear of thee alone; through him who shall come to be our Judge, thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart and especially the hearts of the people of
this land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Increase, O God, the spirit of neighborliness among us, that in peril we may uphold one another, in suffering tend to one another,
and in homelessness, loneliness, or exile befriend one another. Grant us brave and enduring hearts that we may strengthen one
another, until the disciplines and testing of these days are ended, and you again give peace in our time, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: Direct, in our time, we pray, those who speak where many
listen and write what many read; that they may do their part in making the heart of this people wise, its mind sound, and its will
righteous; to the honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty and eternal God, you have revealed your glory to all nations. God of power and might, wisdom and justice, through
you authority is rightly administered, laws are enacted, and judgment is decreed.
Assist with your spirit of counsel and fortitude the President-Elect of these United States, who is to be inaugurated this day, that
his administration may be conducted in righteousness, and be eminently useful to your people over whom he presides. May he
encourage due respect for virtue and religion. May he execute the laws of this nation with equity, justice, and mercy. May he seek
to restrain crime, vice, and immorality and to promote the common good.
Let the light of your divine wisdom direct the deliberations of Congress and shine forth in all the proceedings and laws framed
for our rule and government. May the Congress seek to preserve peace, promote national happiness, and continue to preserve
the blessings of liberty and equality. May they be enabled, by your powerful protection, to discharge their duties with honesty
and ability.
We likewise commend to your unbounded mercy and protection all the citizens of the United States of America, that we may
know and be sanctified in the observance of your Truth and holy law as we hold forth the Word of Life, that all men and nations
may be drawn into the Kingdom of your beloved Son, who lives and reigns ever with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world
without end. Amen.
Almighty God, who hast promised to hear the petitions of those who ask in thy Son’s Name: We beseech thee mercifully to incline
thine ear to us who have now made our prayers and supplications unto thee; and grant that those things which we have asked
faithfully according to thy will, may be obtained effectually, to the relief of our necessity, and to the setting forth of thy glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
CLOSING PRAYER
The officiant and people pray
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is
discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For
it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
THE BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN			
God Bless America
Irving Berlin (1888-1989)
God bless America, land that I love, stand beside her and guide her through the night with the light from above;
From the mountains to the prairies, to the oceans white with foam;
God bless America, my home sweet home; God bless America, my home sweet home.
Text and music by Irving Berlin, 1918, 1938 (revised). Published 1939 by Irving Berlin Inc.

THE DISMISSAL
The priest dismisses the people, and the people respond: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
THE POSTLUDE			

Psalm XIX
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Benedetto Marcello (1686-1739)
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