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1 Corinthians 11:11-16 

Remember to begin your study early in the week so that you have time to really think (and keep 
thinking) about the passage without being rushed. 

 Day 1 

Read 1 Corinthians 11:2-16. 

NOTE:  As we stated last week, the texts for both last week and this week are included here since 
they are so closely related. This week’s questions will focus on verses 11-16, but it will be helpful to 
have the larger passage in mind. 

For these lessons, the sermon text is provided in a format that visually helps display the structure of the paragraph or 
section of text. The main verbs are underlined. Generally, the main indicative clauses remain to the left, and the 
supporting clauses are either directly underneath when they have equal priority to what comes before, or are tabbed to 
the right when the clause supports, develops, or draws a conclusion from a neighboring clause. Suggested themes in the 
text are provided in the box on the left.  

2Now I commend you  

 because you remember me in everything  

 and maintain the traditions  

  even as I delivered them to you.  
3But I want you to understand  

 that the head of every man is Christ,  

 the head of a wife is her husband,  

 and the head of Christ is God.  
  4Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head,  
  5but every wife who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head,  

   since it is the same as if her head were shaven.  
    6For if a wife will not cover her head,  

    then she should cut her hair short.  

    But since it is disgraceful for a wife to cut off her hair or shave her head,  

     let her cover her head.  
  7For a man ought not to cover his head,  

   since he is the image and glory of God,  

   but woman is the glory of man.  
    8For man was not made from woman,  

    but woman from man.  
    9Neither was man created for woman,  

    but woman for man.  
     10That is why a wife ought to have a symbol of authority on her head,  

     because of the angels.  

 
 11Nevertheless,  

  in the Lord woman is not independent of man  

  nor man of woman;  
   12for as woman was made from man,  

   so man is now born of woman.  

   And all things are from God.  
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13Judge for yourselves:  

 is it proper for a wife to pray to God with her head uncovered?  
 14Does not nature itself teach you  

  that if a man wears long hair  

  it is a disgrace for him,  
  15but if a woman has long hair,  

  it is her glory?  

   For her hair is given to her for a covering.  

 
16If anyone is inclined to be contentious,  

we have no such practice,  

nor do the churches of God. 

 

1. It is clear that the instructions in chapters 8-9 are regulating life in people’s homes rather than 
in the context of the gathered church. It is also clear that the instructions after 11:17 are 
regarding the gathered church. Does 11:1-16 occur in the gathered church or not, and what in 
the text informs your answer? 

2. Look at verses 8-9 and question #13 on last week’s lesson. What basis does Paul first point to 
to justify his instructions on this topic? 

3. Now consider verses 8-9 together with verses 11-12. Why do you think Paul begins verse 11 
with “nevertheless”? What is he warning against? 

4. After reading the passage carefully, summarize what comes before and after “nevertheless” in 
your own words.  I.e., ______________________ nevertheless _______________________. 
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 Day 2 

Read 1 Corinthians 11:11-16 again. 

5. How does verse 12c, “all things are from God,” relate to the heart issues we discussed in last 
week’s lesson? 

6. What additional basis does Paul next turn to in verses 14-15 to further justify his instructions? 

7. When you read verses 14-15, do you get the impression that Paul intends for the Corinthians 
to set specific length requirements for men’s and women’s hair? What standards do you think 
he is calling for? Explain. 

8. In verse 13, Paul asks, “Is it proper…?” What various criteria could someone (Christian or not) 
use to determine if something is “proper”? What various sources of wisdom, authority, 
influence, etc. might people look to? 

9. How could the criteria and sources a person looks to relate to the heart issues we discussed in 
question #5 and in last week’s lesson? 



Summit Woods Baptist Church 

First Corinthians Sermon Study Equipping Class 

Page 4 of 4 

 Day 3 

Read 1 Corinthians 11:11-16 again. 

10. What heart issue does Paul close this section with? 

11. How do you think Paul wants the one who “is inclined to be contentious” to respond? How do 
the things we have learned in 1 Corinthians over the past year and a half help you answer this 
question? 

12. What aspects of your understanding of this passage have changed after studying it more 
carefully? 

13. What questions do you still have that you hope Pastor Bret covers in his sermon? 

In preparation for Sunday, pray that our standards of propriety will be rooted in the Lord and that we 
will see how everything we do is an opportunity to either honor or dishonor Him. 
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