
Summit Woods Baptist Church 

First Corinthians Sermon Study Equipping Class 

Page 1 of 4 

1 Corinthians 12:8-11 

 Day 1 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11. (Note that we have included verses 4-7 along with verses 8-11 in the 
paragraph flow since they are so closely connected.) 

For these lessons, the sermon text is provided in a format that visually helps display the structure of the paragraph or 
section of text. The main verbs are underlined. Generally, the main indicative clauses remain to the left, and the 
supporting clauses are either directly underneath when they have equal priority to what comes before, or are tabbed to 
the right when the clause supports, develops, or draws a conclusion from a neighboring clause.  

4Now there are varieties of gifts,  

 but the same Spirit;  
5and there are varieties of service,  

 but the same Lord;  
6and there are varieties of activities,  

 but it is the same God  

  who empowers them all in everyone.  
7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
 8For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, 
 and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit,  

 9to another faith by the same Spirit,  

 to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  

 10to another the working of miracles,  

 to another prophecy,  

 to another the ability to distinguish between spirits,  

 to another various kinds of tongues,  

 to another the interpretation of tongues.  
11All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit,  
 who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 

 

1. What does “For” at the beginning of verse 8 indicate? 

2. What is the implied verb throughout verses 9 and 10? 

3. In the paragraph flow diagram, which spiritual gift(s) is more prominent than the others? 
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4. If the most status-seeking of the Corinthians were drawing up this list, which gifts might be 
more prominent? Why would that be a problem? 

5. Though Paul does not explicitly mention the Spirit following five of the gifts, how do we know 
from the passage itself that Paul is not implying that these gifts are somehow separate from 
the Spirit? 

6. Do any of the gifts seem to work together in sets? 

 Day 2 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 again. 

7. What does the word ‘utterance’ mean? 

8. So then, what is the difference between an utterance of wisdom or knowledge versus simply 
having wisdom or knowledge? 

9. Look back at 1:18-2:13. What content will wisdom and knowledge from the Spirit primarily 
focus on? 
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10. How is this different from the so-called wisdom and knowledge that some people claim they 
have received from the Spirit? 

11. Verse 9 lists faith as one of the gifts. Is this referring to saving faith or something else? Explain 
your answer. 

12. What sort of “distin[ction] between spirits” do you think is to be made? How do John’s 
instructions in 1 John 4:1-6 inform your answer? 

13. So then, how is the “ability to distinguish between spirits” important alongside of prophecy? 

 Day 3 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 again. 

14. According to the passage, who in the church does not have empowerment for service by the 
Spirit? 

15. In verse 11, Paul says that the Spirit “apportions to each one …” What should this word 
‘apportions’ teach us about the gifts of the Spirit? 
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16. According to verse 11, what is the basis for the size/portion/display of a gift that an individual 
receives? 

17. We can be tempted to view the magnitude or apparent size of the gifts we see displayed in 
someone as an indicator of his spiritual maturity, but how should verse 11 correct this 
temptation? 

18. So then, what role might a person’s spiritual maturity (or immaturity) play in his use of his 
gifts? 

19. Think back on the sinful heart issues Paul has been addressing throughout this letter (see 
especially 4:6-7). How should Paul’s emphases in this week’s passage help to correct those 
heart issues? 

20. In Question 1, we observed that the “For” at the beginning of verse 8 marks this week’s verses 
as further explanation of what came before. Summarize how this week’s verses expand on 
verses 4-7, and describe how the proper exercise of these gifts would accomplish “the 
common good” of the church. 

In preparation for Sunday, pray that we would each recognize the Spirit’s authority and perfect 
wisdom in His distribution of spiritual gifts. Pray also that we would each use our gifts with humility, 
dependence, and thankfulness to serve the Lord and His church. 
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