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Sermon Study Equipping Class

1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 
Remember to begin your study early in the week so that you have .me to really think (and keep 
thinking) about the passage without being rushed. 

❖ Day 1 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3. 

For these lessons, the sermon text is provided in a format that visually helps display the structure of the paragraph or 
sec.on of text. The main verbs are underlined. Commands are double-underlined. Generally, the main indica.ve clauses 
remain to the leN, and the other clauses are either directly underneath when they have equal priority to what comes 
before, or are tabbed to the right when the clause supports, develops, or draws a conclusion from a neighboring clause.  

1Now 
  as to the .mes and the epochs, brethren,  
you have no need of anything to be wriPen to you.  
 2 For you yourselves know full well  
              that the day of the Lord will come  
       just like a thief 
             in the night.  
            3 While they are saying,  
      “Peace and safety!”  
       then destruc.on will come upon them     
               suddenly  
              like labor pains  
         upon a woman  
          with child, 
       and they will not escape. 

1. To What are the .mes and epochs referring?  

2. Why do these believers not need anything to be wriPen to them concerning the .me and 
epochs?  

3. What is the emphasis behind the statement “For you yourselves know full well?” Why 
might Paul not have chosen to say instead “You know the Lord will come”?  

4. What is coming according to verse 2? 
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5. When is the day of the Lord going to be according to the text?  

6. How is the day of the Lord going to arrive?  

7. What clarity is added by including the simile “like a thief in the night.”  

❖ Day 2 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 again. 

8. What is going to be happening when the day of the Lord comes according to verse 3? 

9. Who are the ones who will be speaking at that .me?  

10. What does this phrase that they will be saying mean? 

11. What is the contrast exposed in the fist half of verse 3?  

12. No.ce the common structure “[ ______ will come … like (simile)]” that occurs in both 
verse 2 and 3. What is Paul displaying with this parallel structure?  

13. What is the simile in verse three and what is it describing?  

14. Why might Paul use this image/simile to describe these events?  What is he accomplishing 
with this language?  

❖ Day 3 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 again. 

15. Who are “they” at the end of verse 3?  
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16. What is going to happen to them? 

17. What does “not escape” mean? What is the implica.on? Not escape what?  

18. Why might Paul be addressing these maPers outlined in vs 1-3 of chapter 5?  

19. How do these verses correct an incorrect understanding of the day of the Lord possibly held 
by the Thessalonians?  

20. How can the truths of these verses impact your daily life, thinking, or ac.ons?  

21. Summarize the meaning of this passage in one sentence in 21 words or less. 

In prepara.on for Sunday, pray with hope in the coming of Christ.
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