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1 Corinthians 16:1-4 

v Day 1 
For these lessons, the sermon text is provided in a format that visually helps display the structure of the paragraph or 
section of text. The main verbs are underlined. Commands are double-underlined. Generally, the main indicative clauses 
remain to the left, and the other clauses are either directly underneath when they have equal priority to what comes 
before, or are tabbed to the right when the clause supports, develops, or draws a conclusion from a neighboring clause.  

1 Now concerning the collection for the saints:  
as I directed the churches of Galatia,  
so you also are to do. 
  

2  On the first day of every week,  
each of you  

is to put something aside  
and  
store it up,  

as he may prosper,  
so that there will be no collecting  

when I come. 
 

3  And  
when I arrive,  

I will send those  
whom you accredit  

by letter  
to carry your gift  

to Jerusalem.  
4   If it seems advisable  

that I should go also,  
they will accompany me. 

 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-4. Where else in 1 Corinthians have we seen “Now concerning”? 
What does this phrase signal? 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the new issue that Paul is addressing in this section? 
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3. What historical situation is Paul alluding to that brought about the need for this collection for 
the saints? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 and 9:1-5. To what is Paul referring in these passages? What is the 
connection between 1 Cor 16:1-4 and these passages in 2 Corinthians? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How were the Corinthians to deal with the collection for the saints? Do we have any record of 
this direction? Can we know what this instruction included? 

 

 

 

 

v Day 2 
Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 again. 

6. What specific day is Paul referring to in v. 2? 

 

 

 

7. Why would it be important for them to set something aside on the first day of the week 
instead of any other day? 
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8. What does Paul command them to do on this day? What would this show in regard to their 
view of God and others? 

 

 

 

 

9. What does Paul mean by “store it up”? In what measure are they to “store it up”? 

 

 

 

 

10. What is Paul telling them to set aside and store up? How do you know? 

 

 

 

 

11. For what purpose are they to set something aside and store it up? 

 

 

 

 

v Day 3 
Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 again. 

12. What does Paul mean by “collecting”? Was this something Paul viewed as a desired outcome? 
How does 2 Cor 9:5 perhaps fill in your understanding of what Paul was talking about? 
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13. At what time would Paul do this collecting? When did this happen according to what we read 
in 2 Cor 8&9? 

 

 

 

14. What else did Paul say he would do when he arrived in Corinth? Why would they need to wait 
for Paul to arrive to do this? What does this say about the apostle Paul? 

 

 

 

 

 

15. What was Paul’s description of those whom the Corinthians would send with the gift? 

 

 

 

16. Why was it important and prudent for them to be recommended in this way? 

 

 

 

17. What are the circumstances Paul describes for his going with them to Jerusalem? Why would 
he need to go with them? What does it reveal about Paul, that he was willing to travel with 
these people, and not just take the gift himself, particularly in light of the Corinthians view of 
him? 
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18. What does this passage teach us about how we should care for others? 

 

 

 

19. What does this passage teach us about Christian giving and saving? 

 

 

 

20. What does this passage teach us about prudence and discretion regarding finances? 

 

 

 

21. What is the point of this section in the book of 1 Corinthians as a whole?  

 

 

 

 

22. What are the implications we can glean from this regarding the relationship (particularly 
financial) between local churches? How does the SBC fit into this discussion? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In preparation for Sunday, pray … 
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