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Hebrews 2:14-18 
Remember to begin your study early in the week so that you have time to really think (and keep 
thinking) about the passage without being rushed. 

v Day 1 
Read Hebrews 2:14-18. 
For these lessons, the sermon text is provided in a format that visually helps display the structure of the paragraph or 
section of text. The main verbs are underlined. Commands are double-underlined. Generally, the main indicative clauses 
remain to the left, and the other clauses are either directly underneath when they have equal priority to what comes 
before, or are tabbed to the right when the clause supports, develops, or draws a conclusion from a neighboring clause.  

 
14  Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood,  

he himself likewise partook of the same things, 
that through death 

he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,  
15   and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.  
16  For surely it is not angels that he helps,  

but he helps the offspring of Abraham.  
17   Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, 

so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest 
in the service of God, 

to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  
18     For because he himself has suffered when tempted, 

he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
 

 
1. How does this passage relate to the previous one? How is the ‘therefore’ functioning in v. 14? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2. Who are the ‘children’ in verse 14? 
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3. What are the ‘same things’ and what does it mean to partake of them? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What are the results of Jesus ‘partaking of’ these things, according to the text? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Why is the devil called ‘the one who has the power of death?’ 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Why do you think that it was necessary for Jesus to be human in order to defeat the devil? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What might be the relationship between ‘fear of death’ and ‘lifelong slavery’? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Would you say that you ever experienced this ‘slavery’ personally? How did it manifest itself 
in your life? 
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v Day 2 
Read Hebrews 2:14-18 again. 
 

9. Why is verse 16 important for the argument contained in this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Who are the ‘offspring of Abraham’? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. What sort of ‘help’ does the passage indicate Jesus gives to the offspring of Abraham? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12. What is the purpose or function of a ‘high priest’? 
 
 
 
 
 

13. Why is it so important that a high priest should be ‘like his brothers’ (v. 17)? Is there another 
passage that might shed light on this? 
 
 
 
 
 

14. Why might it be significant that Jesus is a high priest ‘in the service of God’ (v. 17)? 
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v Day 3 
Read Hebrews 2:14-18 again. 
 

15. What does it mean ‘to make propitiation’ (v. 17)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16. How should we respond to / interact with a high priest who has experienced human 
difficulties? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

17. Summarizing this passage, why is it so important for Jesus to be human? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18. How does this passage relate to the coming chapter? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19. How would you summarize the main point of this passage in a single sentence? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In preparation for Sunday, pray that you would understand the meaning of Jesus’ human nature. Pray 
that you would draw near to him in his character as a high priest. Pray that you would see him as the 
solution to the human problems of sin and temptation that face you. 


