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1 Thessalonians 2:17-20 

Remember to begin your study early in the week so that you have time to really think (and keep 
thinking) about the passage without being rushed. 

❖ Day 1 
For these lessons, the sermon text is provided in a format that visually helps display the structure of the paragraph or 
section of text. The main verbs are underlined. Commands are double-underlined. Generally, the main indicative clauses 
remain to the left, and the other clauses are either directly underneath when they have equal priority to what comes 
before, or are tabbed to the right when the clause supports, develops, or draws a conclusion from a neighboring clause.  

 
17 But we, brethren,  
 having been taken away from you for a short while  
  — in person, not in spirit —  
were all the more eager with great desire to see your face.  
18  For we wanted to come to you  
  — I, Paul, more than once —  
 and yet Satan hindered us.  
19   For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation?  
  Is it not even you,  
    in the presence of our Lord Jesus  
     at His coming?  
20    For you are our glory and joy. 

 
 

1. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16 for the immediate context of our passage. What was Paul 
acknowledging in verses 13-16?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Re-read V17 of our passage along with Acts 17:5-9. What were the issues regarding Paul “having 
been taken away from you…”?  
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3. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:7 and 2:11. Why is Paul using the terms he does regarding the 
Thessalonians?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. In V17 of our passage, Paul reminds them he was taken away in person, not in “spirit”. What does 
spirit mean when used in this way?  
 
 
 
 
 

5. Read 1 Thess. 2:9 and 3:10. How do these verses further show Paul’s concern for his spiritual 
children?  

 

 

❖ Day 2 
Read 1 Thess 2:17-20 again. 

 
6. Re-read V18 of our passage. Ultimately, why was Paul being hindered from returning to the 

Thessalonians? 
 
 
 
 

7. Read Acts 5:3. In the account of Ananias and Sapphira, what does Peter acknowledge?  
 
 
 
 
 

8. Read Revelation 2:9,10, 13, and 24. What other churches dealt with Satan’s’ influence.  
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9. Why is V18 of our passage important for us at Summit Woods in 2022? How should we think 
biblically because of this verse?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Read Philippians 4:1. How is the language in Philippians similar to V19 in our passage? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. The Bible speaks of eternal life “like a wreath awarded for an athletic victory”. Read 1 Cor 9:25. 
How is “the wreath” seen is this passage?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

12. Read 2 Timothy 4:8. Again, how is the wreath spoken of in this passage?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

13. How does Paul refer to the wreath or crown in verse 19 of our passage? 
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❖ Day 3 
Read 1 Thess 2:17-20 again. 
 
14. V19 ends with the phrase “…at his coming.” This term is often debated and will be unpacked further 

into our study of 1 Thessalonians. What assurance DO we have as we read these words? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15. Read 1 Thessalonians 3:13, 4:15, 5:23 along with V19.  What theme is present in all these verses? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16. In V20 of our passage, Paul ends with “For you are our glory and joy”. What does this tell us about 
Paul’s relationship with the Thessalonians. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17. How will we apply this passage in our lives this week? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In preparation for Sunday, pray that we would have the same heart for one another as expressed in 
this passage. 


