
What Makes a Church?
Baptism
Romans 6:3-5

INTRODUCTION
When God was drawing my heart to him, baptism was 
one of the hang-ups I had.

- clearly, I did not understand it.
- I assumed it was simply a baptist ritual that had 

little bearing on whether I was really a Christian or 
not

- I negatively presupposed that Baptists liked 
dunking people because it made them feel better 
about themselves

- I viewed it as nothing more than Baptist grand-
standing - an extreme form of spiritual bragging 
rights

Yet - it was at this young stage of my life - all of 14 years 
old - that I was under deep conviction in my heart about 
sin and whether I was really following Christ 

My parents were baptized - and their conversion was 
obvious and undeniable. Joy flooded our home after they 
publicly demonstrated their conversion in baptism.

I did not share their joy - and I certainly had not professed 
faith as they had.

But - did I really have to immerse myself in humility in 
front of the entire church to show that I was a Christian.

Thatʼs when I began to study the Bible.



I secretly snuck my dadʼs new concordance from the shelf 
and took the new Bible they had given me and began to 
look at all of the verses in the New Testament that dealt 
with baptism.

When I finished reading them - I was convinced - if I was 
a Christian - I should be baptized.

- from my quick read of the bible I understood - the 
physical act displayed the spiritual reality.

It was right around that time - the chains of supposition, 
doubt, denigration, and resistance all left - I was liberated.

I now wanted to be publicly immersed in humility - it was 
the biblical way to identify myself as a follower of Jesus.

As I grew older and became more enmeshed in the 
details of church life, the more I kept hearing

- baptism doesnʼt save you
- you donʼt need to be baptized to be saved

so much so, that it began to feel as if baptism was not all 
that important. After all, the thief on the cross never had it 
- and he was in paradise with Christ on that dark 
passover day.

In fact - a very small view of baptism began to grow in the 
baptist circles I ran in.

- children could say the sinnerʼs prayer - be 
baptized and told that they should never doubt 
their conversion

o even though time and age seemed to 
indicate that conversion really took place

Our church baptized 27 people in 2 months - 20 of those 
on one night.



- within a year or so almost none of them were 
visibly walking with Christ any longer.

So, now deep into my Christian walk and even into 
pastoral ministry - my understanding of baptism began to 
be shaken.

What is the importance of baptism - who should be 
baptized - is it appropriate to wait before baptizing 
someone - what are we saying when we agree to be 
baptized?  Why are there so many unbaptized professing 
Christians out there?

And why is it that the vast majority of people I have 
baptized in my ministry were already baptized as 
children?  Why are they doing it again?

The more I study the Bible, the more I see how important 
it is that we understand the definition of the church - 

- and the more important it is that we comprehend 
those boundary markers - border crossings - city 
limit signs

- that show us who is and who is not a part of the 
church.

We are in the midst of a short series where we are 
defining the church - and seeing the definition of what a 
church is through some of the city limit signs and 
boundary markers

- the church is a community of the converted

And we guard that communityʼs testimony - and we define 
her membership most clearly when we practice church 
discipline - that is helping people who profess Christ to 
walk in righteousness and removing those who refuse to 
openly follow Christ in holiness.



Another such boundary marker is that of baptism.

As one has said:

“Baptism is the discarded jewel of Christian churches 
today—even of Baptist churches. Confusion, ignorance, 
prejudice, and a misplaced and distorting cultural 
conservatism all beset most churches today in their 
practice of baptism.”

When rightly practiced, it distinguishes believers from 
unbelievers, the church from the world

It is . . . “The boundary of visible Christianity.”

The regenerate nature of each member of the church is 
protected and displayed by the practice of believer's 
baptism.

- Dever - in Believerʼs Baptism.

Do we biblically value baptism?
- some devalue baptism when they will dunk 

anything that mouths the sinnerʼs prayer without 
any significant reflection on what the sign of 
baptism is depicting.

- some equally devalue baptism when we so 
segregate it from salvation that it appears 
meaningless

- some devalue baptism by not even mentioning it in 
our gospel presentations to the lost - why should a 
repenting sinner be baptized?  Is raw obedience to 
ritual the real reason?



- some devalue baptism when we practice it so little.  
Why arenʼt more people being baptized? Why are 
so many - perhaps some in this room - refusing to 
be baptized while claiming to be Christians?

Perhaps:
We donʼt see the value - because we donʼt see the 
connection to our salvation. 

We have so distanced salvation from baptism, that it has 
become less meaningful.

Perhaps
We have relegated salvation to a quick decision rather 
than thorough transformation, so baptism is a simply a 
step to check off in regard to an external decision - it has 
no real connection to any meaningful transformation.

Our lust for immediate practicality above careful 
comprehension has divorced baptism from its theological 
moorings.  Theology isnʼt viewed as practical - practical is 
viewed as most valuable.

" what isnʼt most practical isnʼt most valuable - 
" baptism becomes a take-it-or leave it issue.

We fail to understand the powerful impact of symbols.

- in our rush to baptize everyone who professes 
Christ - we have been baptizing a host of children

o the symbol stands as the churchʼs sign to 
them that they are saved - rather than the 
biblical marks of true discipleship

How should we view baptism and how does it help define 
the church?



To answer that question I want us to look at a few verses 
from Romans 6.

In the first 4 chapters of Romans the author - Paul - has 
clearly defined that people become followers of Christ 
when they have absolute confidence in the sufficiency of 
Jesus and what he did on the cross to transform them 
and save them

- we call it justification by faith alone in Christ alone
- being made acceptable to God by believing in 

Jesus and what his death and resurrection 
accomplished for us.

Beginning in chapter 5 - Paul begins to talk about what 
that spiritual transaction of salvation looks like in our lives 
and why salvation always has a radical transforming 
effect.

Romans 6 is a part of that conversation about the effects 
of salvation through faith alone.

Romans 6:1-11 gives us four reasons why being 
made acceptable to God by grace alone – apart 
from any works or law keeping (justified) does 
not mean that we should sin more in order to 
increase grace.

Justification by grace alone does not make a person more 
prone to sin (antinomianism).

Nor does justification overlook sin and its effects.

Justification does not merely guarantee heaven and 
not also guarantee sanctification.

Grace is the guarantee for transformation.

Why does Grace not lead to increased sin?



1 - because we have died to sin’s power vv 1-2
3 - because we have been freed from sin’s 
authority vv6-7
4 - because we are alive to God vv8-11

But I want to focus on the second reason why 
grace does not lead us to sin more

the second reason why grace does not promote carnality 
– or lead to increased sin:

BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED INTO CHRISTʼS 
DEATH  VV 3-5

READ vv 3-4

The most prominent question:

" Does this refer to water or Spirit Baptism?

Answer:  YES

The Greek term baptizo
The vast majority of times it is used in the NT refers, 
even in part, to water baptism.

virtually every reference of the word in Paul – has 
some idea of water baptism in mind – even if it is 
tied to a spiritual idea also.

The same is true in the Gospels, Acts and the other 
epistles

It is a term that believers in the first century would have 
immediately associated with water baptism.

" but not water only.



Believers in the first century would never have made the 
hard and fast distinctions between water and Spirit 
baptism that we tend to make today

That has led some to say that baptism is the tool of God 
for regeneration.
" RCC; Church of Christ; Episcopalians . . .

This goes too far
" - the act of becoming wet in a church building – or 
anywhere for that matter, with a few religious phrases 
pronounced over you
" " does not regenerate

But donʼt go to the other extreme either

and say that baptism has nothing to do with 
salvation.

In fact – baptism – in the NT – is short-hand for 
salvation.

" What Paul would have never conceived of is our 
present day phenomenon

of professing Christians who were not 
baptized.

Consider:
Mark 16:16 16“He who has believed and has been baptized shall be 
saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.

1 Peter 3:21 21Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the 
removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience
—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

Acts 22:16 16ʻNow why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash 
away your sins, calling on His name.ʼ



Acts 2:37-41 37Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall 
we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39“For the promise is for you and your 
children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call 
to Himself.” 40And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept 
on exhorting them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation!” 
41So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day 
there were added about three thousand souls.

Baptism has clear ties to salvation - even if the act itself is 
not the means of transformation.

- it is the sign of transformation.

But back in Romans - 

Is Paul referring to water here?
" yes – but not water alone

Baptism in water is short hand for spiritual salvation
It is not the water or the act that saves – but 
baptism is never separated from salvation in 
the NT

Converts to Christ were known by their baptism.

In fact – this is why Paul starts with this phrase:

Do you not know
" A phrase often used by Paul to say somewhat 
sarcastically – to shock – to prick the pride a bit

what?  You donʼt know this very basic and 
fundamental idea about biblical Christianity.

" “Do you not know what you should know?
”



" - this is basic.

vv 3-4 is
not a suggestion that baptism saves – but that 
baptism is the sign of salvation.

How so? How is baptism a sign of salvation?
3 ways:

1.  Baptism marks our death in Christʼs death v 3

how – because we are spiritually united with the death of 
Christ.

baptized into Christ Jesus
- the physical picture that displays the spiritual 

truth

Immersed into the person of Christ – united with 
Him completely.

Galatians 3:27 27For all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ.

Similar to being baptized into the name of Jesus:

Acts 2:38 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 10:48 48And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.

Acts 19:4 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in 
Jesus.”

Acts 19:5 5When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.



Acts 22:16 16ʻNow why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash 
away your sins, calling on His name.ʼ

have been baptized into His death

How so?

recall Rom 5
" - what one did – affected many

our baptism-salvation – is the mark of our union with 
the atoning death of Christ.

we find our connection to the death of Christ – 
marked by our baptism – realized spiritual in our 
union with what His death accomplished.

" We are made righteous by Christʼs one act 5:18
" " - we align ourselves with Him in baptism

Baptism marks our death in Christʼs death.

2.  Baptism confirms our life in Christʼs life v 4

Therefore
" the conclusion – the consequences

" if we have been baptized into Christ – we have 
been baptized into His death

THEREFORE – there is a purpose of such a 
baptism into Christʼs death

- the end of verse four is the ultimate 
purpose:  newness of life

buried with Him through baptism



Has idea of immersion – plunging – burying

Schreiner- Paul likely had the analogy of death, burial and 
resurrection, and immersion, submersion, and emersion in mind in 
Rom 6 as well.

Why the word “burial” – when already said we are united 
to Christʼs death?

" what confirms death most emphatically?

" burial.

just as we participated in the death of Christ – through a 
spiritual union with Him

- so we participated in His burial
- baptism is the sign of such a burial that we 

participated in spiritually.

same idea – but further clarified in:

 NAU Colossians 2:12 having been buried with Him in baptism, 
in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the 
working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

What is the purpose of being buried with Christ in 
baptism?

so that as Christ was raised from the death
through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk 
in newness of life

Death – leads to resurrection.
" The reason why such a spiritual union exists – is to 
change your walk – your life  your behavior

NOTE – Christ was raised:



through the glory of the Father
-‐ the power of the Father – the authority and 

magnificent ability of the Father

Godʼs glory is often associated with His power in the 
Bible:

Matthew 6:13 13ʻAnd do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen.]ʼ

The purpose of dying in Christʼs death
" - is a new life

that is a life that is no longer under the old man – 
that is in the sphere of Adamʼs sin – death

But a new life – a new and freed life.

NOTICE THE PHRASE CAREFULLY – why does grace 
not cause us to sin more?  

Why is baptism into Christʼs death such a sure mark that 
we will be different

Why are we buried with Christ in baptism?

NOT MERELY SO WE CAN BE GIVEN A NEW LIFE

but

SO WE MIGHT WALK – in a new kind of life.

" the typical word Paul uses to discuss someoneʼs 
average, ordinary – everyday lifestyle



" “a walk” – so your lifestyle – your average – 
everyday lifestyle is completely different than it was 
before.

Resurrection does not promise a change only in heaven
- it promises a new lifestyle now that begins to fit 
you for heaven.

All of this is further confirmed in Paulʼs final idea of how 
baptism into Christʼs death is a guarantee that grace will 
not cause you to sin more:

Baptism is a sign of a new behavior

- if your behavior is not different - your baptism is 
meaningless

- behavior is not disassociated with baptism - 
because salvation is not disassociated with 
behavior and baptism is a sign of salvation

3rd reason why baptism is a sign of salvation:

1 - marks our death in Christʼs death
2 - confirms our life in Christʼs life

3.  Baptism affirms our union with Christʼs death and 
life  v 5

if we have become united with Him in the likeness of 
His death – also His resurrection

likeness – 
-‐ not a reference to baptism – but to our actual 

union with Christ



Does this mean that our participation in His death is 
merely symbolic – united in something like Christʼs 
death – but not identical to his death?

Obviously – what is accomplished in us through the 
death of Jesus – and our participating in it
"
" is somewhat distinct from what Christ did

" We do not physically die when saved

We do not pay for all of menʼs sins in our 
union with Christʼs death

We do not face the same alienation from God 
in our union with Christʼs death

We were not perfect man satisfying a perfect 
God

We are united in the likeness of His death
-‐ in that we really do participate in the death of 

Christ through salvation
-‐ but not everything about our participation can be 

carried over in the details of what Christ did in 
His death to us.

We find union with Him – in that what he 
accomplished in that death is applied to us.

we shall also be
" future tense
" a reference not merely to our salvationʼs beginning

a reference to salvationʼs ending – our union with 
His resurrection – promises our participation in a 
future resurrection



but the reason there will be a future – final – 
literal resurrection

is because a spiritual one has taken 
place as well in us.

" In other words – our future is secure
-‐ because our future has already begun

VERSE 5
is the ultimate issue – baptism pictures and reveals our 
spiritual union with all that Christ accomplished at Calvary 
and in the tomb.
But again,
Notice – baptism is not the main point

-‐ it is simply short hand for our salvation – our 
being united to Christ.

Also keep in mind:

It is Not OUR death – or OUR resurrection that is the 
main issue

-‐ it is CHRISTʼS death – CHRISTʼS resurrection 
that is the main thrust

and how it relates to us is in regard to our UNION 
with Christʼs death and resurrection.

Why is baptism elevated so highly here?  Baptism is 
shorthand for salvation.  

Because it is the chief sign of salvation.

Church membership is the chief sign you are one with the 
Church of Jesus Christ.

The Lordʼs supper is the chief sign you are one with 
Godʼs people through Christ.



Baptism is the chief sign that you are united to Christ and 
all that conversion brings with it.

Beware of minimizing the outwards signs simply because 
the sign isnʼt the same as or the total of the substance.

The sign should very much be the indicator of the 
substance.

In other words, you should not consider a person a 
Christian who will not be and is not in fact baptized.

The only ones who should be baptized are those who are 
converted and as soon as the evidence of conversion is 
present – the sign of conversion should follow.

All of this brings us back to our main point, however.

" Why does Grace Not cause us to sin more?

" Because of what our baptism demonstrates
" " the death of Christ
" " the resurrection of Christ

And our spiritual union with that death and 
resurrection

Our baptism, then, is an act of faith
-‐ an act of trust where we publicly demonstrate our 

belief that we are united to the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

-‐
" and the natural conclusion of such a union
" " so we too might walk in newness of life

an act of faith is never devoid of a change in behavior



faith leads to change

So – if you understood what you were saying in your 
baptism

-‐ that you are united to Christʼs death
-‐ that you are united to Christʼs resurrection

That such a union produces a new kind of life

How then, could you ever think that you could continue in 
sin – when you have been united to the very elements of 
Christʼs earthly ministry that conquered sin?

So, grace should not cause us to sin more
" because we have spiritually died to sinʼs power

because we have been baptized into Christʼs death 
– and all that secures.

CONCLUSION

Our baptism should be a reminder of how closely united 
to Christ we are - so that it curbs our appetite for and our 
practice of sin.

This discussion, however, doesnʼt settle every issue or 
question we have in regard to baptism.

Should children be baptized? Should we ever wait to 
baptize someone who professes to follow Christ?

Iʼve just given three indicators of why baptism is a sign of 
salvation - we should begin there - apply those 
statements to the situation:

is a child or a recent professor of Christ demonstrating 
that they have died with Christ in His death, 



and does their behavior show they are living with Christ in 
his life and is in union with His death and resurrection

But letʼs summarize all of this in this manner - taking in 
more than just Romans 6:

What does baptism Picture: 

Baptism pictures intentional submission

That is the depiction from the Great Commission:

Matthew 28:18–20 (ESV)
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 

Baptism is a sign you have intentionally submitted 
yourself to Christ.

What evidence exists in your life and behavior that you 
have intentionally and for children - have purposefully and 
personally submitted themselves to Christ as a follower - 
a disciple?

If you canʼt answer that question - itʼs not an issue of 
whether you need to be baptized or not - it is a sign that 
you need to consider what it really means to be saved.

Baptism pictures radical transformation

That is what we have seen in Romans 6 - being united to 
Christ - radically transforms your life so that you are not 
growing in sinful habits but defeating them.



What evidence is present in your life that what the Bible 
defines as sin is decreasing because of your conversion 
and union to Jesus?

Baptism pictures a thorough cleansing

Thatʼs the idea in :

1 Peter 3:21–22 (ESV)
21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a 
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has 
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 

Do you behave in a way that shows not only behavior - 
but a conscience cleansed of sin?

Baptism pictures a corporate identity & a responsible 
membership

That is the idea in:

1 Corinthians 12:13 (ESV)
13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

Can you show that you can independently function as a 
responsible member of the church - because you have 
the Spirit in your life and are fully identified with the 
church?

Answering these questions will look different for 
everyone.

So, thatʼs why I suggest that young children wait to be 
baptized. It is very difficult for them at their stage of 
maturity to show that they actually have the fruit of 
conversion outside the mere influence of their parents.



Keep in mind: while parents are a good barometer of the 
fruit of conversion:

- baptism is an ordinance of the church - the entire 
community is saying with the person being 
baptized - you are a part of the community of the 
converted.

Anyone who is baptized should be able to communicate 
the reality behind their conversion to Christ.

some may suggest that no one waited long in the book of 
Acts to be baptized.

- true - but we only have examples of adults who 
were previously enmeshed in pagan or non-
Christian lifestyles who clearly repented and 
changed and openly identified with Jesus and his 
church.

We have no example in the Bible of child baptisms.
- and baptizing children is a rather new 

phenomenon in church history.

- that is significant when Southern Baptists have 
seen only a recent upsurge in childhood baptism:

Tony Hemphill has concluded that between 1977 and 
1997 there was a 250 percent increase in the number of 
baptisms in Southern Baptist churches of children under 
the age of six.

In other countries - and even in our own until recently - 
childhood baptism have not been practiced.



The issue is - what are we saying about salvation through 
baptism?

Baptism is a visible sign of connection to the community 
of the converted. 

Baptism pictures conversion.

While the act itself is not saving, the failure to act may be 
a sign you are not saved.

While the act is not saving - baptizing those who cannot 
or do not evidence conversion may be giving false hope.

Where do you stand with baptism? 

If you have not been baptized, why not?

If you have - but are convinced that you are not in Christ - 
what does this say to you?

How are you teaching your children what salvation is and 
what it looks like once you possess it?


