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Ephesians 5:19 – Singing and Our Gathering 

Remember to begin your study early in the week so that you have time to really think (and keep 
thinking) about the passage without being rushed. 

❖ Day 1 

Read Ephesians 5:18-20 

For these lessons, the sermon text is provided in a format that visually helps display the structure of the paragraph or 
section of text. The main verbs are underlined. Commands are double-underlined. Generally, the main indicative clauses 
remain to the left, and the other clauses are either directly underneath when they have equal priority to what comes 
before, or are tabbed to the right when the clause supports, develops, or draws a conclusion from a neighboring clause.  

 
19a speaking to one another (result 18) 
19b  in psalms  
19c  and hymns  
19d  and spiritual songs, 
19e singing (result 18) 
19f and making melody with your heart to the Lord; (result 18) 
 

 
1. Why does the church sing when it gathers?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Were the reasons you gave above rooted in Scripture? If so, where? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Looking at Ephesians 5:18-19, what is the relationship between being filled with the Spirit and 
singing? In light of this reality, why is it a non-negotiable for Christians to sing? 
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4. According to v. 19, who are we addressing when we sing? How should this shape your 
understanding of singing when we gather? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. How should the horizontal element (“speaking to one another”) of singing shape our practice 
of singing? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

❖ Day 2 
Read Eph 5:18-20 again. 
 

6. Read Colossians 3:16. What is the parallel of being filled with the Spirit in this verse?  
 
 
 
 

7. In Col 3:16 what is the relationship between “the Word of Christ dwelling in you” and 
“teaching and admonishing one another…singing…”? 

 
 
 
 
 

8. How does Col 3:16 shape our understanding of “speaking to one another” in Eph 5:19? Why 
does this elevate the importance of singing? 
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9. How are we to speak to one another according to Eph 5:19 (and Col 3:16)? 
 
 
 
 
 

10. What distinguishes Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs? 
 
 
 
 
 

11. What is similar about Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs? 
 
 
 
 
 

12. What is the sphere of God-ward worship according to v. 19?  
 
 
 
 
 

13. How do you sing with your heart to the Lord? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

❖ Day 3 
Read Eph 5:18-20 again. 
 

14. Consider how the dual audience of singing should shape your personal practice of singing at 
church. 
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15. How does the nature of singing seen in this verse necessitate the physical gathering of the 
church? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16. What excuses come into your heart and mind for not singing? How does this verse overcome 
those excuses? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17. How does this passage shape your understanding of the importance of singing when we 
gather? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

18. In light of Eph 5:19, how should singing impact a non-believer or a new believer who comes to 
church? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

19. Why should the church sing when it gathers? 
 

 
 

 
 
In preparation for Sunday, pray that we would rightly understand, value, and practice singing in the 
church corporately and in our lives individually. 


