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Hebrews 13:17-19 

Remember to begin your study early in the week so that you have time to really think (and keep thinking) 
about the passage without being rushed. 

❖ DAY 1 

Read Hebrews 13:17-19 

For these lessons, the sermon text is provided in a format that visually helps display the structure of the 
paragraph or section of text. The main verbs are underlined. Commands are double-underlined. Generally, the 
main indicative clauses remain to the left, and the other clauses are either directly underneath when they have 
equal priority to what comes before or are tabbed to the right when the clause supports, develops, or draws a 
conclusion from a neighboring clause.  
 
17 Obey your leaders and submit to them,  

                 for they keep watch over your souls  

          as those who will give an account.  

    Let them do this  

  with joy and  

  not with grief,  

   for this would be unprofitable for you. 

                  

18 Pray for us,  

      for we are sure that we have a good conscience,  

   desiring to conduct ourselves honorably in all things.  

19 And I urge you all the more to do this,  

   so that I may be restored to you the sooner. 

 

 

 

1. Which three imperative verbs seem to be the emphasis of this section (v.17 and 18)?   
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2. What deductions might we make from the fact that the verbs are listed as commands?  

 

 

 

3. How is the action in 13:17 related to 13:7?  

 

 

 

 

4. What does the word ‘submit’ mean in verse 17?  

 

 

 

 

5. How does the idea of submission in this passage differ from the idea of submission in the world? 
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6. Notice the phrase describing the pastors in verse 17, “for they keep watch.” What might be implied by 

this account of the pastors?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ DAY 2 

Read Hebrews 13:17-19 again. 

7. What kind of significance is associated with the office of pastor/elder, in verse 17? 
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8. What reason does the author give as to why the audience should obey their leader?  

 

 

 

 

 

9. What is the outcome of oversight?  

 

 

 

 

 

10. To whom is it implied that the pastors will give account (v.17)?  
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11. In what manner should the leaders exercise oversight?  

 

 

 

 

 

12. What would be the result of leaders who grieved their job?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ DAY 3 

Read Hebrews 13:17-19 again. 

 

13.  Which command does verse 19 modify?  
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14. For what two matters does the author request prayer?  

 

 

 

 

15. Why might the author indicate that his conscience is clear?  

 

 

 

 

 

16. What is a possible implication of the language of being restored to the people to whom the author is 

writing, in verse 19?  
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17. Summarize the passage in one sentence in your own words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18. How can you apply this passage to your life this week?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week, pray: 

 

1) Thanking God for your leaders and their work to keep watch over your soul. 

2) Asking God to give you grace and humility to submit to your leaders. 

3) Asking God to show you opportunities to do good to your leaders, allowing them to do their 

work with joy and not grief.  


