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Matthew 1:18-25 
Remember to begin your study early in the week so that you have time to really think (and keep 
thinking) about the passage without being rushed. 

v Day 1 
Read Matthew 1:18-25 
For these lessons, the sermon text is provided in a format that visually helps display the structure of the paragraph or 
section of text. The main verbs are underlined. Commands are double-underlined. Generally, the main indicative clauses 
remain to the left, and the other clauses are either directly underneath when they have equal priority to what comes 
before, or are tabbed to the right when the clause supports, develops, or draws a conclusion from a neighboring clause.  
 
18a Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: (intro) 
18b  when His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, (temporal 18d) 
18c  before they came together (temporal 18d) 
18d she was found to be with child (main statement) 
18e  by the Holy Spirit. (origin 18d) 
19a And Joseph her husband, […] planned to send her away secretly. (sequential 18d) 
19b  [being a righteous man (causal 19a) 
19c  and not wanting to disgrace her,] (causal 19a) 
20a  But […] behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, (sequential 19a) 
20b   [when he had considered this,] (temporal 20a) 
20c   “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; (content 20a) 
20d   for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. (causal 20c) 
21a   “She will bear a Son; (content 20a)  
21b  and you shall call His name Jesus, (content 20a) 
21c   for He will save His people from their sins.” (causal 21b) 
22a    Now all this took place (background 18b-21c) 
22b     to fulfill what was spoken (purpose 22a) 
22c      by the Lord (agency [ultimate] 22b) 
22d       through the prophet: (agency [intermediate] 22c) 
23a         “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD (content 22b) 
23b        AND SHALL BEAR A SON, (content 22b) 
23c        AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,” (content 22b) 
23d         which translated means, “GOD WITH US.” (explanation 23c) 
24a  And Joseph awoke from his sleep (sequential 20a) 
24b and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, (sequential 24a) 
24c and took Mary as his wife, (sequential 24b) 
25a  but kept her a virgin (sequential 24c) 
25b  until she gave birth to a Son; (temporal 25a) 
25c and he called His name Jesus. (sequential 25a) 
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1. What is this account about according to the first line of v. 18? In light of 1:1-17, why is this 
significant? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the timing of Mary’s pregnancy according to v. 18?  

 

 

 

3. How was Mary “with child”? Why is this theologically significant? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How is Joseph’s relationship to Mary described in v. 19? How does this fill in our understanding of 
a “betrothal”? 

 

 

 

 

5. What were Joseph’s plans according to v. 19? How is his character highlighted here? 

 

 

 

 



Summit Woods Baptist Church 

Sermon Study Equipping Class 

Page 3 of 5 

6. Why did the angel tell Joseph not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife? 

 

 

7. What did the angel tell Joseph to name the child? Why? 

 

 

 

v Day 2 
Read Matthew 1:18-25 again. 
 
8. How does this phrase (“he will save his people from their sins”) highlight the mission of Jesus? 

What would Jesus do? What was the salvation from? Who would he save? 

 

 

 

 

 

9. In this phrase (“he will save his people from their sins”), is there any possibility that it wouldn’t 
occur? Why is this significant? 

 

 

 

 

 

10. How do vv. 22-23 function in this passage? 
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11. What is the purpose for the description of the birth account according to v. 22? 

 

 

12. Where does Matthew quote from in v. 23?  

 

 

13. Read Isaiah 7:1-9:7. What is Isaiah talking about in that section? How does it relate to what 
Matthew is recording in Matt 1:23? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. What is the significance of the name “Immanuel”? What does this tell us about this child? 

 

 

 

 

v Day 3 
Read Matthew 1:18-25 again. 
 

15. What do vv. 24-25 record? 
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16. How is Joseph’s response imitable for us? 

 

 

 

17. Why is v. 25 significant in light of Roman Catholic teaching? 

 

 

 

18. After walking through this passage, what was the birth of Jesus all about? 

 

 

 

 

19. How should this passage shape your view of Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

20. How should this passage shape your response to Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

21. How would this passage help you have a conversation with a family member, co-worker, or friend 
about the meaning of Christmas? 

 

 
 
In preparation for Sunday, pray that the Lord would bring many to himself through the preaching of 
the Word this Christmas season. 


