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by Pastor Rich Eddy 
Eve stood beside her husband and looked forlornly back at the luxurious 

garden which had been their home. They had lived in an earthly paradise, a 

land without hunger, pain, sickness, or death, where they could pluck fruit 

and greenery to eat, and where they had fellowship with each other, the 

animals, and God. But now, they were banished from returning to their 

former life. There were of course, the cherubim with the flaming sword to 

keep them out, but there was also the knowledge that her husband had 

blamed their sin on her, and that her Creator had cursed them with hard toil 

and eventual death. It was not a good day. But even as they turned and set 

out into a world of thorns and thistles, Eve held onto one thing God had 

said: that one day, there would come a special Seed, the Seed of the woman, who would crush the lying 

serpent’s head. That promise gave her hope in the midst of her sorrow, for though God had punished them 

severely, he had not abandoned them. Their deliverance was coming, and that promise would sustain her in 

the centuries to come; with each painful birth she hoped that this would be the One.  

Finally, Eve died, but the promise did not die with her. It was passed on from woman to woman, generation to 

generation, each new mother hoping her child would fulfill God’s promise. Years, generations, and millennia of 

disappointments and struggles passed, but still the hope remained alive, until finally, a young woman, a virgin 

named Mary, gave birth to the One promised to Eve from the very beginning. His life, death, and resurrection 

would indeed crush the serpent’s head, and provide the salvation which we all needed.    

Most of the women in our study were direct ancestors of Jesus of Nazareth. In them was carried the lineage of 

the Savior, generation after faithful generation, from the first woman who hoped to bear the promised Seed 

down to the one who finally brought him into the world. But there were others, including Esther, Martha, and 

Miriam, who though not in the line, still believed the promise and contributed in their own ways to salvation 

history.  

Besides the women whose names and stories appear in the Scriptures, there were of course thousands of 

women who lived, loved, and labored (in more ways than one), faithfully serving their families, communities, 

and God. Their accomplishments and influences are unknown to us; hopefully, by remembering the lives of 

the women we do know, we will also celebrate the contributions of the anonymous women who raised, 

nurtured, and at times, fought for, generations of God’s people. They helped ensure that there was a nation in 

which prophets, priests, and kings could arise. Hopefully, some day we will get to meet these women and 

learn of their faithful work.     

Until then, let us consider the women whose stories we know, for they are truly, Women of the Promise.  

The 2023 Bible Study, Women of the Promise, is available to order and will be mailed in December 
for those who want to begin the study in January. The cost of the study and/or leaders guide will be 
$5.00 each.  
 
Orders and payment may be sent to Donnette Taylor, 1813 16th CT W, Williston ND 58801-2571 
Please make CHECKS PAYABLE to: Women of L.I.F.E.  


