
 

 

Where would you like to go this summer? 

Summer is a time for the beach, the park, the backyard, the lake; for a picnic, 

a camping trip, a special vacation. It’s a time for going places and having 

fun. While you are doing these fun things at these great places, take along a 

good book. Let it take you to those places where you can’t go. An adventure is 

waiting for you! 

 

So, we have chosen some books that we think you’ll love and also have some 

books listed for you to choose. All we ask is that you enjoy the book, and then 

tell us about it. Find your upcoming grade level in the sheets that follow. 

Follow the instructions and read!  
 

 

Have Fun with Summer Reading! 

  



Rising 6th-8th Grades Summer Reading List 

Sixth Grade – Read Gifted Hands by Ben Carson     
Amazon offers a child’s version of this story. The child’s version is NOT allowed. 
 

Seventh Grade – Read Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor     

Eighth Grade – Read No Such Thing as Can’t by Lisa Sexton and Tyler Sexton  

When classes begin again, you will discuss the required book and participate in some activities based on 
it. Come prepared to participate. Should a student decide to write a book report, he will receive extra 
credit for it. 

Also, choose one other book from the book list below that you have NOT already read.  Make a poster 
or PowerPoint presentation about your chosen book to receive extra credit.  Use the rubric provided as 
a guide for doing your work to make sure you get all the extra credit points available. You will present 
the PowerPoint presentation or poster in Literature Class. You will not present the project on the first 
day of school; however, your Literature teacher will tell you when to bring in the optional project.  

Though each book has been reviewed, parents are advised to look over their child’s choice of book with 
individual personality and maturity in mind. If a student has read a book before, she or he should choose 
a different book!  

Note: Parents, please think about reading the book the same time your child reads the book, this way 
you can discuss mature themes that may be found in the book. You may want to also read the book 
reviews at PluggedIn.com, which is a Christian company that writes reviews for some of these books.  

6th grade Reading List:  

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi                    
National Velvet by Bagnold Enid                             
The Yearling by Marjorie Kennan Rawlings                     
Holes by Louis Sachar                                    
Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink                         
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum                      
The Secret Garden by Francis Hodgson Burnett                       
Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson                     
  
7th Grade Reading List: 
  
The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R. Tolkien                     
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott                         
Anne of Avonlea by L.M. Montgomery                         
God’s Smuggler by Brother Andrew                          
Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac                             
A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness (some language)               
Counting by 7s by Holly Goldbery Sloan                        
The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selzneck                   
The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart               
The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen                        

The Mighty Miss Malone by Christopher Paul Curtis                

  
  



8th Grade Reading List: 
  
Up from Slavery by Booker T. Washington (some violence)           
The Two Towers by J.R.R. Tolkien                         
The Return of the King by J.R.R. Tolkien                        
The Boy Who Dared by Susan Campbell Bartoletti (some violence)      
Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz (some violence)                   
Soul Surfer by Bethany Hamilton                             
Uncommon Character: Stories of Ordinary Men and Women who have done the Extraordinary by 
Douglas Feavel                                          
90 Miles to Havana by Enrique Flores-Galbis (some violence)          
Death Cloud by Andrew Lane                              
A Boy at War: a novel of Pearl Harbor by Harry Mazer (some violence)     
The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen                   
Mrs.E by Brian Herberger                             
  

  

  

  

  
  



Middle School Rubric for Summer Reading Activities 
  

      
 20 Points 15 Points 10 Points 5 Points 

Content and 
Analysis of 
Book 

The project 
includes:  
1. The main themes 
2. The characters 
and settings 
3. Conflicts from the 
story 
4. Student’s opinion 
of the book 

The student has a 
misunderstanding of 
one of the 
components, or the 
project has some 
inaccuracies.  
 

  

The student is 
missing one of 
the main 
components for 
a proper 
analysis of the 
book.  
  

Student is 
missing two or 
more 
components 
listed for a 
proper analysis 
of the book.  

Creativity The project was 
very appealing. It 
was colorful and 
included many 
pictures. It also was 
different and 
creative.  

The project was 
attractive. It was 
colorful and had a few 
pictures.    
 

  

The project only 
included one or 
two pictures, or 
it was not 
colorful. It was a 
little 
disorganized, 
thus causing it 
not to be 
attractive. 

The student did 
not seem to put 
any effort into 
the project, and 
it would not 
catch a 
consumer’s 
eye.   

Mechanics 
and Spelling 

The project has: 
1. Correct spelling & 
correct grammar 
2. Correct use of 
difficult vocabulary 
3. Book titles that 
are underlined or 

italicized. 

The project has a few 
mistakes in spelling 
and grammar, or a few 
vocabulary words 
used incorrectly, or the 
book title is not 
correct.  
  

The project has 
some mistakes 
in spelling and 
grammar; 
vocabulary is 
below grade 
level and poorly 
used.  
  

Student did not 
use spell check 
or read their 
project out loud 
to catch 
mistakes. 
Student 
misuses 
vocabulary. 

Student’s 
analysis of 
biblical 
themes 
 
Meaning: Can 
you connect the 
story to a 
theme in the 
Bible? Is there 
anything in the 
story that goes 
against the 
Bible?  

Student wrote a 
very thoughtful 
reflection of how the 
book portrayed 
biblical themes and 
also pointed out if 
and where 
something was said 
that went against 
the Bible. Used 
Bible references to 
support his/her 
opinion. 
  

Student wrote a good 
comparison of the 
book to the Bible, but 
it lacked organized 
thought and did not 
fully explain his/her 
opinion. Used some 
Bible verses to back 
up his/her opinion. 
 
 
  

Student wrote a 
short 
comparison to 
the Bible, but did 
not use any 
scriptural 
references 
(Bible verses) to 
back up his/her 
opinion.  
  

Student wrote 
little to no 
sentences 
explaining how 
the book 
reflected a 
theme in the 
Bible.  
 
 

 

Presentation The student made 
eye contact, spoke 
loudly and clearly, 
had good sentence 
flow and pacing, 
and displayed 
confidence in 
his/her knowledge 
and delivery.   

The student’s 
presentation was 
lacking in one area: 
made little eye 
contact, or spoke too 
softly, or lacked 
confidence in his/her 
book knowledge.   

The student’s 
presentation 
lacked some 
knowledge of 
the book.  
 

  

The 
presentation 
seemed lacking 
almost as if 
student did not 
read the book 
but watched a 
video or read a 
synopsis of the 
book.  



           

 


