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“Watching the Wind” by David Roper, “Our Daily Bread,”  

September-October-November 2004 (Radio Bible Class) 

 

When it comes to telling others about Jesus, I’m sometimes like a cautious farmer who 

keeps his eye on the weather, looking for the perfect day to plant his crops.  The season 

passes and he sows nothing.  The opportunity is gone; the harvest is lost (Eccl. 11:4). 

 

I hesitate and wonder.  “Is this person ready to listen to the Gospel?  Is this the time to 

speak?”  You can never tell what’s going on in the depths of another person’s heart.  

Some may be dwelling in darkness, yet longing for someone to lead them into the light. 

 

The Ethiopian eunuch in his royal chariot seemed to have it all together (Acts 8:27).  He 

enjoyed prestige, wealth, and power, yet inwardly he was empty and searching.  He was 

reading Isaiah’s promise of the suffering Saviour and trying to come to grips with his 

words.  Right at that moment, Philip took the opportunity to tell the eunuch about Jesus 

(v. 35). 

 

I have a friend who often leads people to Jesus.  I asked him once how he knew they 

were ready to receive the Gospel.  “It’s easy,” he replied.  “I ask them.” 

 

So I must stop worrying about the wind and the clouds and get on with it – scattering 

the seed wherever I go, regardless of the weather.  You never know.   

 

            SOWING THE SEED OF GOD’S WORD IS NEVER  

                                           OUT OF SEASON 

 

Our season for sowing the seed is NOW.  Are we so depressed or fearful due to the 

Covid virus, losing jobs, drastic changes in society that we live in defeat instead of 

obeying God’s command to preach, teach, and witness by sharing the Gospel? 

 

If ever our family, friends, neighbors, and strangers we meet almost daily need 

encouraging words about our loving Saviour, it is NOW.  Our last day may come 

sooner than we think.   (CONT. P. 2) 

“A word fitly 

spoken is like 

apples of gold in 

pictures of 

silver”  

(Proverbs 

25:11). 

Published monthly for all those who request a printed copy by mail or one 
sent by e-mail attachment, as well as hard copies which are available at 

our church. It goes to readers in 18 states and 5 foreign countries via 
email and the U.S. Postal Service. All issues are critiqued by one of our 

church deacons. 

 



The apostles lived and served with the idea that Jesus 

could return within their lifetime; what if they had 

ceased from their labors and just “waited”? They 

would have been in disobedience to Christ’s 

command to “go into all the world and preach the 

good news to all creation” (Mark 16:15), and the 

gospel would not have been spread. The apostles 

understood that Jesus’ imminent return meant they 

must busy themselves with God’s work. They lived 

life to the fullest, as if every day were their last. We, 

too, should view every day as a gift and use it to 

glorify God.   

 

For those of you who are God’s children by faith in 

Christ as your Saviour, how have you been 

witnessing lately?  There are hundreds of ways to 

witness.  Our lives can be a witness to others simply 

by the way in which we live, spend our time and 

money, our attitude during pain and suffering, and 

how we relate to others. Our witness can also be seen 

in many types of ministry: teaching, singing, loving, 

sacrificing, writing, and caring. However, God has 

given us His Word and we are to witness by using 

words.  Often we are placed among others to whom 

we can easily witness and this includes using Gospel 

tracts. Most Gospel-preaching churches keep a 

supply of tracts for our use.  

 

We won’t always experience positive results, and 

quite often the opposite.  I’ve told this story before 

that was unique when I was in my 20s in Chicago 

riding a bus. I handed a Gospel tract to the lady 

sitting next to me.  She took a quick look, squished it 

in her hand, and smashed my face with it.    

 

I’ve kept tracts in my purse for years to be prepared. 

Had an unusual experience just recently. In the 

parking lot at a local grocery store a lady came over 

to me as I was getting back into my yellow Mustang.  

She said “I just love your car.”  Immediately I 

thanked her and told her a couple from my church 

gave it to me. Then I named my church. Immediately 

I asked, “do you go to church?”  That was my 

opportunity to witness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NIAGARA FALLS 
 
When I was a student at Moody Bible Institute we went out into the various ethnic neighborhoods of Chicago.  One semester 

we took a streetcar to a Mexican neighborhood.  My partner used to tell a story I never forgot and I have made it my own 

ever since.  As we presented the Gospel, we were often confronted by people who quickly or thoughtlessly said “I believe.”  

 

My partner told about Charles Blondin, the famous dare devil who used to walk across Niagara Falls on a tight rope.  The 

year was 1860. He was so good he could do a backwards somersault, ride a bicycle, or make the trip blindfolded and 

handcuffed. They say he even sat down in the middle of the rope high above the Niagara River and cooked himself an omelet 

on a small charcoal stove he had carried out with him.  To walk across on a rope the span of 1,100 feet over 160 feet above 

the raging waters took about 20 minutes. He usually had a curious crowd watching his every move, holding their collective 

breath for fear he would slip and fall to his death below.    

 

The story is told that he asked the crowd, “Do you believe that I can carry a man across this rope to the other side in this 

wheelbarrow?” The crowd unhesitatingly shouted, “Yes!” Blondin turned to the man who shouted the loudest and asked, 

“Sir, will you let me take you across this rope to the other side in this wheelbarrow?” The onlooker instantly and emphatically 

said, “No!”  

 

Faith is not just believing that God can do something. It is more than that. It is the act of depending on Him, relying on Him, 

and entrusting yourself fully to God alone to do for you what you cannot do for yourself. In order to make this full reliance 

or trust in God, we have to abandon every other basis of hope and confidence. That man believed, but he was not willing to 

trust his life to Blondin’s skill.  He was not willing to stake his life on his belief.   

 

Our belief in Christ for salvation involves complete surrender and trust by faith.                 This acrostic reads: Forsaking All 

I Trust Him, or Forsaking All I Take Him.  We stake life and eternity on it! 

 

 

 
 

 

WHY DON’T WE WITNESS?   

IF WE DO, WHAT DO WE NEED? 
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https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2016.15


What does an English 

barber do for a living?     

Eclipse 

Why do we say “Amen” instead of  

“Awoman?”  Because we sing 

hymns, not hers. 

Why do most families like peanut 
butter?   Because it takes a lot of 

sweetness to keep the nuts 
together. 

TEACHER: Donald, what is the chemical formula for water? 

Donald:  H I J K L M N O 

TEACHER:  What are you saying? 

Donald:  Yesterday you said it’s  H to O. 
 

 

WHY DON’T WE WITNESS? 

o We’re not excited about our life in Christ. We’re not willing to take the time, make the effort, or sacrifice our own  

self-interests.   

o Dr. Charles Spurgeon says those who don’t share their faith may not even be saved. 

o We say “let George do it,” or the preacher, or our Sunday school teachers, or the missionaries. 

o We say God hasn’t gifted us for this. We prefer to be a “silent witness” instead. 

o We’re afraid of what people will think of us.  We fear rejection. 

o Satan convinces us we are inept, unable, and it’s not important. 

o We don’t know where to begin or how to go about it. 

o We are afraid of ridicule, and debates, and afraid we won’t have an answer. (Don’t ever debate or argue.) 

o We say we don’t know how to explain the Gospel in terms others will understand.  (Then how did WE get saved?) 

o We know our lives aren’t consistent with our message.  We feel like hypocrites. 

 

WHAT WE NEED: 

a. Genuine love for and intimate knowledge of Christ.  If we serve Him with the wrong motive, there is no 

reward. 

b. Fervent prayer to God that He will prepare hearts, lead us, and give us boldness. 

c. Willingness to sacrifice our time and efforts. 

d. To ask that God love lost people through us and empower us (Eph. 6:12, Acts 1:8). 

e. A desire to be an obedient servant with a pure heart (Psalm 51:10-13). 

f. A heart of compassion and care for people. 

g. A clear understanding of the Gospel, what Christ has done for us, and what we have because of Him. 
 

THE MESSAGE: 
 

Our testimony - What has God done for us? 

               God’s unconditional love 

  God’s total forgiveness 

  Peace and joy the world can’t understand or  

                                give 

  Removal of despair and frustration 

  His presence always 

                             No longer afraid of death 

  Hope for the future & a home in Heaven . 

The Scriptures - (memorized) 

 

                              Isaiah 53:6 - All have gone our own way 

                              Romans 3:23 - All have sinned 

                Romans 6:23 - Sin brings death 

                Romans 5:8  and John 3:16 - God loves sinners 

                John 1:12 – Receive Him to become God’s child 

                              Romans 10:9, 10 - Believe (depend on, rely on)    

                                   and confess 

  
 

ANSWERING THE CULTS AND FALSE RELIGIONS. THEY ARE ALL ALIKE IN THESE FOUR RESPECTS:   

 1.  Works: 

  They all involve works of some kind. 

  Christianity is not a religion, but a relationship.  It is Christ. 

  Not by works:  (Eph. 2:8, 9 and Titus 3:5) 

 2.  No assurance of salvation in this life: 

  John 5:24 - “hath everlasting life” (present tense). 

  I John 5:13 - Scriptures written that we may KNOW we have eternal life. 

 3.  Only Christianity’s Founder is alive; all others are dead.  Christ’s resurrection is an historically proven fact. 

 4.  Most other religions have a book in addition to the Bible. ( Rev. 22:18, 19) - “If any man shall add unto these things,  

  God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: and if any man shall take away from the   

  words of this book,  God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and 

  from the things which are written in this book.”   
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Many people never go to church or read the Bible.  A tract may be the only clear presentation of the Gospel they will 

ever receive.  A tract can go anywhere inexpensively.  You can carry them in your pocket or purse, keep in your car, place 

in a rack, or send through the mail.  A tract will reinforce your personal witness or it can be used as you share its message 

together in a witnessing opportunity.  The reader can write to the publisher’s address on the back, or if you stamp your 

church name and phone number, or your own, they can get further help.  Some people will not listen to you, but will 

accept a tract.  Many people have been saved through reading (and rereading) a tract in privacy.   

 

HOW TO USE TRACTS 
 

When you give a tract, you are representing the Lord.   Here are a few suggestions on how to witness for Jesus Christ with 

tracts. 

 

       PRAYERFULLY  Ask the Lord to give you a love for Christ and a genuine concern for those whom you will meet.  Pray  

     the Holy Spirit will, through the tracts you give, open hearts and minds to the Gospel. 
 

       PRACTICALLY  Be sensitive to the needs and interests of those around you, and be equipped to use tracts when it is  

     appropriate. 
 

        PLEASANTLY  It costs so little to smile, but a smile goes so far.  If a person refuses a tract or wants to argue, be pleasant.   

        70 years ago I gave a tract to a lady sitting next to me on a bus.  She squashed it & smashed it in my face.  I smiled and  

      told her I was sorry she felt that way, but that I really cared.  She grimaced, looked straight ahead, and I prayed.  
 

        PLENTIFULLY  Tracts cost so little that you can afford to give them freely.  Certainly some people will throw them away.   

        People turn off the radio, yet we still broadcast the Gospel.  Be persistent, and trust the Lord to bring forth fruit. 
 

       PROSPECTIVELY  Tracts open the door to further witnessing.  But if you have an opportunity to share your faith, don’t 

     use a tract as an excuse to not witness if you have the time and an appropriate place. 
 

 

                        SUGGESTIONS:    Be prepared.    Always have tracts in your pocket, purse, car, and Bible for witnessing. 

Mail them 

o Mail tracts with letters, greeting cards, and bills. (Don’t place a tract with payment if you are late in paying it.)  

o Send them to friends, shut-ins; with get-well cards, also to visitors who have come to your church. 

   Give them  

• To waiters/waitresses, gas station attendants, salespeople, bank tellers, clerks at counters, and anyone who helps you. 

• To parking lot attendants, and at toll booths when you pay; also at a drive-thru bank or restaurant. 

• Carry them on vacation and whenever you travel.  Bring to fairs and other outdoor events. 

• Keep tracts just inside the entrance of your home to give to solicitors and delivery people. 

• Send teams from your church with tracts: door-to-door, to sports events, fairs, etc.  Hand stamp your church  

address and phone number on the back (with permission). Hand them out door-to-door in hospitals and nursing 
homes. (My husband and I used to visit patients in hospitals door-to-door and give them tracts.)  

• Give tracts written especially for children on special days such as Halloween, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, and Easter. 
   Leave them  

o Leave them with your tip in a restaurant provided your tip is the proper amount, and you have been kind to the 

waiter or waitress.  Special tracts are available for use with tips. 

o Lay them down in public places:  doctors’ and dentists’ waiting rooms, libraries, public restrooms, waiting rooms, on 

counters in stores, in  bus or train station waiting rooms, airports, or the seat on a public conveyance when you get off, 

in phone booths, in department and grocery stores among the merchandise. 

   Place tract racks 

• In your S.S. classroom or special meeting room after obtaining permission. Encourage groups to give them out.  

• Obtain permission to place tract racks in hospitals, rest homes, nursing homes, bus stations, train stations, airports, 

and prisons; then keep them stocked. 

 

                                                           Our church has tracts for your use. 

        Take some, and if you want to order more, you can write the publisher at the address on the back of the tract. 

H O W  T O  U S E  
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Since He fulfilled His promise the first time and rain came, He will keep His Word and come again, just as He said.  Noah 
didn’t know anything about rain, had never seen it, and for 120 years he wondered if and when it was coming, but he 
remained faithful to proclaim God’s promise of rain.  He was counting on God’s WORD.  In the April 2001 there are five 
pages about WITNESSING and HOW TO USE TRACTS.  Pastor Rob wrote the following…. 
 
Isn’t it interesting that the animals obeyed God and entered the ark, but God’s highest creation, man, refused to believe 
until it was too late? There are no sadder words than “Too late.”  “Left Behind.”  Oh the horror of knowing that there 
awaits only God’s judgment, and it will last for an eternity!   
 

How long is forever?  If you think about it for any time at all it will boggle your mind.  Forever too late!  Sometimes the 
only thing in this life that keeps us going is HOPE.  For the Christian we have “the hope of eternal life” (Titus 1:2).  To lose 
hope is to lose the will to live.  To have no hope FOREVER would make one want to commit suicide.  But in hell “the 
worm dieth not.”  No one will be able to die willfully.  What a grim and horrifying thought!    
 

Since Jesus is coming soon, and many around us are still lost, we must work while it is still day for when the night of 
God’s judgment comes there will be no more opportunity to witness to the lost.  In hell there will be no rain showers, no 
relief, no refreshing.   
 

In “earth time” we can experience this refreshing.  April rains come to prepare the earth for the revival of slumbering 
trees and flowers that are alive, but dormant.  However a sinner cannot be revived because “he is dead in trespasses and 
sins” (Eph. 2:1).  Instead God must give him new life. The believer who already has God’s spiritual life in him, but who 
has grown cold, walking a far off, or dabbling in sin, can repent and be revived.    Revived to do what?  To live godly once 
more.  To enjoy God again.  To reflect the image of Christ to the world.  To witness to the lost that Jesus is coming!  We 
need the REFRESHING REVIVAL RAINS TO WITNESS! 

Why should we witness? 
How do we witness? 

To whom do we witness? 
What do we say to the lost? 

When and where can we witness? 

See articles on Witnessing in this issue. 

 

 

         HIDDEN TREASURES 

                                                               

1. Last Month’s Question:   What famous American statesman gave the counsel 

and warning in the following words?  “If we abide by the principles taught in the 

Bible, our country will go on prospering.  But if we and our posterity neglect its 

instructions and authority, no man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may overwhelm 

us and bury our glory in profound obscurity.”:  ANSWER:  Daniel Webster 

2. Next Month’s Question:  Who closed the door of the ark when Noah and his family got into it? 

 

 

                             

                 
                               

                            

GEMS FROM   
PASTOR ROB 
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Do you remember Pastor Rob’s 

message on March 11, 2001 – “It’s 

Gonna Rain?”  It was in the April 

2001 issue. Jesus is coming back. 

 



Marjorie R. Morrison (Mrs. C.E.) 

703 Oakhurst 

Kernersville, NC  27284 


