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“A word fitly 

spoken is like 

apples of gold 

in pictures of 

silver”  (Prov. 

25:11), 
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NONSENSE 

 

Thirty days hath September, 

April, June, and no wonder. 

All the rest have peanut butter 

‘Cepting Grandmother; 

And she rides a bicycle. 

 

 

GOOD SENSE 

 

 “So teach us to number our days that 

we may apply our hearts unto 

wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). 

 

 
(continued on next page) 
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“Get wisdom” (Prov. 4:5,7; 16:16).  What is wisdom?  It is the right use of knowledge.  The book of Proverbs is often called 

Wisdom Literature.  The primary source of wisdom and knowledge about life and eternity is God and His Book. 

START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT – with helps for Bible study   

(How many of these do you have and use?) 
 

 Bible commentary (preferably a one-volume edition to start with) 

 Bible concordance in addition to one in your Bible (more complete) 

 Bible customs and manners 

 Bible encyclopedia and/or dictionary 

 Bible doctrine book (which deals with the main doctrines of the Bible) 

 Bible geography 

 Halley’s Bible Handbook or other Bible handbook 

 Harmony of the Gospels (synoptic) 

 Hebrew/Greek lexicon gives English meaning of words 

 Topical Bible 
 

 

FOR THOSE JUST GETTING STARTED - Read in this order: 

I John 3 – three to six  times consecutively                                         

John – two to three times                                                                 

Mark –  two times                                                                                     

Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I & II  Thessalonians,   

I & II Timothy, Titus, and Philemon                                                                                                      

Matthew , Luke,  Acts                                                                                   

Romans,  I & II Corinthians, James                                                                           

I & II Peter, I, II & III John, Hebrews, Jude, Revelation 

 

 OLD TESTAMENT   

Books to read first  
 
 

Genesis and Exodus 

I & II Samuel  

I & II Kings 

Psalms  

 Proverbs 

Isaiah  

Jeremiah 

Esther  

Ruth 

 

ONE YEAR BIBLE 

(can be purchased at 

Christian bookstores) 
 
 

Takes you completely 

through the Bible in     

one year, 

portions from Old 

Testament, New 

Testament, Psalms, & 

Proverbs each day 
 

 

READING THE BIBLE CONSECUTIVELY FROM 
         GENESIS TO REVELATION                                                           

If you read three chapters every day and five on Sundays, you 
will read 1189 chapters each year.  (929 chapters in the O.T. 

and 260 chapters in the N.T.) 

 

READ ONE BOOK OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

SEVERAL TIMES A MONTH  

(takes 27 months) 

All have 16 or fewer chapters except for the four Gospels 

& Revelation having 16 to 28 chapters. 

 

Another plan to remember – no matter what plan you use or what you read, every day read the chapter in 
             Proverbs that corresponds with the day of the month.  There are 31 chapters in Proverbs.   
 

Elisabeth Elliot writes: “Having a quiet time with the Lord every day is absolutely essential IF YOU EXPECT TO GROW SPIRITUALLY.  

But you have to plan it.  It won’t ‘just happen.’  We’re all much too busy.  Early morning is best.  Jesus rose ‘a great while before 

day.’  The psalmist said, ‘In the morning shalt Thou hear my voice.’  If you meet the Lord before you meet anybody else, you’ll be 

‘pointed in the right direction’ for whatever comes. We are overfed and undernourished.  Rather than indulging in fast junk 

convenience foods, try ‘doing your own cooking.’  Instead of reading what other people say about the Bible (and this includes 

some of the modern paraphrases and translations),  read the Bible for yourself.” 

Keep a notebook.  Write down your thoughts and what you learned from the Scriptures. You’ll be amazed at what a difference 
a quiet time will make in your life.  Record the date, Scripture passage, and  A – Actual fact to remember,   B – Blessing for which 
to give praise, C – Confess a sin or note a sin to avoid, D – Do (a command to obey or a principle to follow), and a promise to 
claim. 
 

How serious are we about the 

most important book in the 

world, for time and eternity?  

What is really important to us?  

We surely don’t want to arrive in 

Heaven as biblical illiterates.   
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CAN WE DETERMINE THE LENGTH OF OUR LIFE BY LIVING RIGHT? 

I’ve heard it said that God determines the day of our death 

and there is nothing we can do about it.  I have been 

involved in eating healthy foods and exercising since our 

marriage in 1954.  However, the statement about God 

determining the day we die caused me to do some research 

on this as well as counseling with our pastor.  The following 

are some abbreviated thoughts from his counsel: 

Do we, or does God determine the day of our death?  Both!  

Ultimately God determines the day of one’s death because 

He is sovereign over all.  However, man on this side of 

eternity determines the length of his days by how he lives.  

Somehow, some way in God’s sovereignty I think all that we 

do by God’s foreknowledge is taken into account and on the 

basis of that He determines our days.  A good case in point 

is Hezekiah who prayed to God for more years after God told 

him you will die, so get your house in order.  God heard his 

request and he lived nine more years.  Somehow man’s 

lifestyle and prayer, and reaching out to God determined 

how long he would live.  If we sin we shorten our life.  But, if 

we pursue and honor God we live longer as the Bible says.  I 

think God saw Hezekiah living his life plus nine more years.  

He saw the heart of Hezekiah and so He already destined his 

days to be “one life plus nine.”  God sets our days, but we see 

it from a human effort perspective and are asked in His word 

to live the way of obedience.  We can affect our destiny by 

how we live.   

Matthew Henry - Prov 10:27-28 - 1. A belief in the 

one true God lengthens men's lives and crowns their 

hopes. What man is he that loves life? Let him fear 

God, and that will secure him from many things that 

would prejudice his life, and secure to him life enough 

in this world and eternal life in the other; the fear of 

the Lord will add days more than was expected, will 

add them endlessly, will prolong them to the days of 

eternity. What man is he that would see good days? Let 

him have faith in God, and then his days shall not only 

be many, but happy.... 2. Wickedness shortens men's 

lives, and frustrates their hopes: The years of the 

wicked, that are spent in the pleasures of sin and the 

drudgery of the world, shall be shortened.  

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

NOW THAT CHRISTMAS IS BEHIND US AND THE GIFTS ARE 

PUT AWAY, WHAT COMES NEXT?  SAYING OR WRITING 

“THANK YOU.”   

How often do we receive gifts either in person or by mail 

and we don’t acknowledge their receipt and we don’t 

thank the giver?    

One Christmas, a parent decreed that she was no longer 
going to remind her children of their thank-you note 

duties. 
As a result their grandmother never received 

acknowledgments for the checks she had given. 
The next year things were different, however. "The 

children came over in person to thank me," the 
grandmother told a friend triumphantly. 

"How wonderful!" the friend exclaimed. "What do you 
think caused the change in behavior?" 

"Oh, that's easy," the grandmother replied. "This year I 
didn't sign the checks." 

“WISDOM OF GOD 
We would by Thee be taught, 

Control our minds, direct our every thought. 
Knowledge alone life’s problems cannot meet. 

We learn to live by sitting at Thy feet.” 

1ST verse of Bob Jones University Hymn 

Words by Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. 

Music by Hariette S. Parker 
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  Love yourself? 
                                                                                                               

 

HAVE YOU EVER HEARD IT SAID, EITHER BY A CHRISTIAN PSYCHOLOGIST, OR A PREACHER ON TV, OR A 
TEACHER IN A CLASSROOM -  “YOU  CAN’T  LOVE  OTHERS  IF YOU  DON’T  LOVE  YOURSELF? 

 

That is baloney pure and simple.  In II Timothy starting in chapter 3 you can read a list of awful sins (aren’t all sins awful?) 
during a period the Scriptures call “Perilous times.” 

 Guess which one is the first sin listed!  “Men shall be lovers of themselves….”    We already do love ourselves.               
That’s one of our problems. 

 

We’re self-centered, 

self-occupied, 

self-focused, 

self-protective,  

and selfish.   
 

We defend ourselves, brag on ourselves, and promote ourselves.  The Swedes (I can say this because I’m half Swedish and 
half Norwegian) have a phrase for this.  SELF PRAISE STINKS.  Jesus was the ultimate in humility,  Read Phil. 2:1-8.             

“He made Himself of no reputation…..” 

Know how you can love others?  Know why you can love others?  Not because you love yourself, but because God loves you   
and God loves them.  That’s Biblical and not Baloney. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      
                      GEMS FROM  PASTOR  ROB  
                                 Wise or Unwise? 
 
 
  

       

                                       “WISE OR UNWISE” 
 

 

1. 3.   Mental power.  Prov. 4:7 – Wisdom is more 
important than understanding.  Then your life is 
blessed.  Solomon asked for wisdom because he wanted 
the best.   In James 3:13 we read “who is wise?”  
Knowledge without wisdom can sometimes be 
disastrous.  Pride often results.  If wisdom is first, 
humility results.  
 

Speaking of Jesus – “ In whom are hid all the treasures 

of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3).  

“Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind…” (I Peter 

1:13).  Don’t be lazy; be disciplined.  Watch your words. 

Get knowledge by studying.  Wisdom comes from 

applying knowledge rightly.  “The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 111:10). 

 If you’re saved, show it; don’t just say it.  Your lifestyle 
should reflect meekness and humility.   
 
Wisdom is valuable because it’s the greatest virtue.  The 
voice of God comes from His Word.  Don’t seek popularity, 
education, being busy, or riches.  Wisdom is greater than: 
 

2. 1.   Monetary power.  Wisdom is more precious than gold. 
(Prov. 3:13)  Having money without wisdom often results in 
poor choices.   

3. 2.   Military power.  Eccl. 9:14 – Wisdom gives insight into 
the problems of enemies. 

 

“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea I 

will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness”  (Isaiah 41:10). 

Heaven is not here, it's There. If we were given all we wanted here, our hearts would settle for this world rather 
than the next. God is forever luring us up and away from this one, wooing us to Himself and His still invisible 

Kingdom, where we will certainly find what we so keenly long for.  (Elisabeth Elliot) 
 

 

"Do all the good you can, in all the ways you can, to all the souls you can, in every place you 

can, at all the times you can, with all the zeal you can, as long as ever you can." -- John Wesley 
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Whenever my aunt went to the doctor, she would 
complain to me about the long delay she always 
endured.  One day, when my aunt's name was 
finally called, she was asked to step on the scale.  
"I need to get your weight today," said the nurse.  
Without a moment's hesitation, my aunt replied, 
"One hour and 45 minutes!" 
 

 (Our pastor told this story from the pulpit and everyone 

laughed except the ladies.) 

This preacher just had all of his remaining teeth pulled and new 
dentures were being made. 
The first Sunday, he only preached 10 minutes. 
The second Sunday, he preached only 20 minutes. 
But, on the third Sunday, he preached 1 hour 25 minutes.  
 
When asked about this by some of the congregation, he 
responded this way..... 
The first Sunday, my gums were so sore it hurt to talk. 
The second Sunday, my dentures were hurting a lot. 
The third Sunday, I accidentally grabbed my wife's dentures... 
AND I COULDN'T STOP TALKING! 
 

 

"Of course, times were different. To be 

honest, I was born at an early age. Things are 

much more confiscated now.”  (Yogi Berra, 

Yankee catcher) 

 
 

 
 

Napoleon placed a chess 
piece back on the board 
that had already been 

captured.   
                                                

Everyone knows that 
you can't use expired 

coup pawns. 

  
TEACHER: Donald, what is the chemical formula for water? 

 
DONALD: H I J K L M N O. 

 
TEACHER: What are you talking about? 

 
DONALD: Yesterday you said it's H to O. 

 
 

A man goes to see his doctor. The doctor asks 
what is wrong and the man says, "Doctor, I think 
I'm a moth." To this the doctor responds, "You 

think you're a moth? Well I don't think you need 
a doctor. Sounds like what you need is a 

therapist." "Yeah I know," replies the patient. "I 
was on my way to see a therapist, but I came in 

here because I saw your light was on." 

  

"Some music stores  

are in a CD part of town." 

  

 

Why is the third hand on a 

 watch called a second hand? 

 

 
 

             HIDDEN TREASURES 

 
Last month’s Questions   

1.  What famous American president said “It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and 

the Bible?”   ANSWER:  George Washington 

 

 

 

 

 

2. This month’s question:  Which Old Testament prophet had the most to say about the birth of Christ? 

 There is only one true God of the Bible proven by its fulfilled prophecies, scientific accuracies, archeological finds, 

miracles, durability, historical evidences, unity, influence, integrity, accuracy, and authenticity.  Deny Him, His Word, 

Heaven or Hell, and you are in great peril, gambling your soul’s destiny and one of the greatest of all gamblers. 
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Marjorie R. Morrison (Mrs. C. E.) 
703 Oakhurst St. 
Kernersville, NC  27284 

      IN GOD WE     RUST     

“Only one 

life ‘twill 

soon be 

past.  Only 

what’s done  

for Christ 

will last.” 

 

Of all the 

names of 

the 

seven 

days of 

the 

week, 

none is 

named 

 

  

 

“Tomorrow.” 


