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                     This coming Father’s Day will be the 12th anniversary of my husband’s homegoing.   

                           Here is part of my tribute to him on Father’s Day some years ago.   

 

 

 

 

  
 

                                           HIDDEN   TREASURES                                                                         

 Last Month’s Question:  What singular honor was conferred upon Mary Magdalene? 

ANSWER: She was the first one permitted to see Jesus after His resurrection.  

Next Month’s Question:: What father, in his parting message to his son said, “Be strong and 

show thyself a man.”       

                                                                                   

    The following poem deals with the matter of putting off until tomorrow.                                                                                     
 

 

 

SINNERS SAINTS SERVANTS 

“Tomorrow,” he promised himself,  
“Tomorrow I mean to believe. 
Tomorrow I’ll live as I ought to. 
Tomorrow the Saviour receive. 
Tomorrow there’s time to repent of 
The sins that are holding me sway.” 
But ever his conscience repeated 
One word, and one only – “Today.” 
 
Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow, 
Thus day after day it went on. 
Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow, 
Till life like a vapor was gone. 
Till age and its passions had written 
The message of loss on his brow. 
Then forth from the shadows came 
death with a pitiless syllable, Now!” 

“Tomorrow I’ll study my Bible. 
Tomorrow I’ll pray on my knees. 
Tomorrow I’ll witness for Jesus. 
Tomorrow each moment I’ll seize.” BUT 
Tomorrow’s not promised for any. 
Today is God’s gift to us all. 
“Today is the day I should serve Him. 
Today at His feet I should fall.” 
 
Today may be all that we’re given. 
Today is the time to invest. 
Today we are longing for Heaven. 
Today’s not a time just to rest. 
The night is soon coming for mankind, 
When we won’t be able to sow. 
The harvest is plenteous, but workers 
Are needed, God’s kingdom to grow. 

“Tomorrow I’ll start to be faithful, 
Tomorrow I’ll meet someone’s need. 
Tomorrow I’ll give of my substance. 

Tomorrow I’ll give up my greed.” 
 

The problem with all our “tomorrows” – 

They lurk in the future and stay. 

They’re totally worthless and useless. 

The only sure thing is today. 

 

“Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow, 

I’m fooling myself if I spend 

My time on some worthless endeavor 

With nothing to show in the end. 

I’ll work and give God all the glory, 

Eternity’s values in view. 

Rewards come on earth and in heaven, 

From Him who sees all that I do.”          

(Col. 3:23) 

                                                               mm 
 

FAILING TO PLAN    

“Failing to prepare is preparing to fail.” 

 

 

 

 

1. humble 
2. tenderhearted 
3. always on time 
4. dedicated to serving the Lord 
5. faithful in commitment to church 
6. honest 

 

7. hard working 
8. prayer warrior 
9. not materialistic 
10. cared about the needs of others 
11. right priorities 
12. sacrificial 
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Are you a planner?  Recently I wrote about “time” and how to keep on track with our responsibilities, our daily 

schedules, and arriving where we need and want to be on time.  Planning is half the battle.  I guess I’ve been a planner all my life.  

I simply can’t trust my brain to remember, so I think of and plan for “tomorrow” regularly, as well as next week, next month, and 

next year – EVEN though I know that God knows our future,  He hasn’t promised me another day.  We should all live by faith.  

Therefore, planning must be kept in perspective, but here’s a thought-provoking view. 

Recently I received an email that dealt with this very subject – planning ahead.  It presented a viewpoint I had never thought of 

before.  I used to think that, for me, planning ahead simply meant the alleviation of stress, or guilty feelings because I’m late, or 

accumulating a bad reputation for being late.  But there’s much more to it than I ever realized.   Even though the object of the 

emailed message I received focused on Father’s Day, there’s a principle here that applies to all of life, especially as we relate to 

family and friends, the commitments we make to our church and to ministry responsibilities.  Can others depend on us?                           

                                                            FORETHOUGHT: THE KEY INGREDIENT 

“There’s one key ingredient that supersedes all others in making a big impression on Father's Day: forethought. The big idea is: 
Anything counts if it's not last minute.”  (We add here that this can be applied to all special days in the lives of those we love.) 

The writer of the article makes this admission:  “For years I was a last-minute guy. I'm one of those guys who would work the 
picked-over Hallmark card racks on Saturday night after dark at the 24/7 drugstore. I'd be one of those guys standing in line at the 
grocery store florist department  on  Sunday  all morning to find the best of the "Is that all that is left?"  

But "last minute" says, "I didn't care enough to give any forethought."  (Here again we add – “last minute” can mean our lack 
of love for God’s house, His people, our commitments to serve Him, our friends and family because they aren’t important enough 
to make the extra effort to plan.) 

“On the other hand, when we think ahead it shows up in the details. Forethought gives your imagination time to work. "Little things" 

are what make friends and family feel honored. They appreciate something planned in advance.”    

.  Can others depend on us?  Can God? 
 

One who runs  
in front of the  

car gets tired.  
 

One who runs 
behind gets 

exhausted. 

A cowboy rides into town 
on Friday, stays three 

days and leaves on Friday 
how does he  

do it? 
 

The horse’s name is 
Friday. 

 

Doctor, my son 

swallowed my pen, what 

do I do? 

 

Use a pencil until I get 

there. 

 

We all know that April 

showers bring May 

flowers, but what do May 

flowers bring?            

Pilgrims! 

 

June is traditionally the month of weddings. 

A little boy was attending his first wedding.  

After the service, his cousin asked him, "How many women can a man marry?" 

"Sixteen," the boy responded.  His cousin was amazed that he had an answer so quickly. 

"How do you know that?" 

"Easy," the little boy said. 

"All you have to do is add it up, like the pastor said,  

4 better, 4 worse, 4 richer, and 4 poorer." 

 

 

 

It was an emotional wedding; even the cake was in tiers. 

The young woman really thought she'd been very patient, through a protracted period of dating with no talk of 

marriage.  One night her steady boyfriend took her to a Chinese restaurant. As he perused the menu, he casually 

asked her, "So . . . how do you like your rice? Boiled? Or fried?" Without missing a beat, she looked over her menu at 

him and replied clearly, "Thrown." 

. 
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GROWTH FROM A CHILD TO AN ADULT  

Have you read about the Cherokee Indian’s rite of passage for 

all young boys?  The father takes his son into the forest,  

blindfolds him  and leaves him alone. He is required to sit on a 

stump the whole night and not remove the blindfold until the rays 

of the morning sun shine through it.  He cannot cry out for help 

to anyone.   Once he survives the night, he is a man. He cannot 

tell the other boys of this experience because each lad must come 

into manhood on his own. 

 
The boy was naturally terrified. He could hear all kinds of 
noises. Wild beasts must surely be all around him. Maybe even 
some human might do him harm. The wind blew the grass  
and earth, and shook his stump, but he sat stoically, never 
removing the blindfold.                                              
 

It would be the only way he could become a man! 

 
Finally, after a horrific night, the sun appeared and he 

removed his blindfold. It was then that he discovered his 

father sitting on another stump near him. He had been at 

watch the entire night, protecting his son from harm. 

  

We, too, are never alone. Even when we don't know it, our 

Heavenly Father is watching over us, sitting beside us. When 

trouble comes, all we have to do is reach out to Him. 

 
Just because you can't see God, doesn't mean He is not there.   

'For we walk by faith, not by sight.'    II Corinthians 5:7  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEMS  FROM  PASTOR  ROB 

“Straight Talk to Dads” 
II Kings 22:1,2;  23:1-3 

II 

II Kings 22:1, 2; 23:1-3 
Three guidelines for a godly dad to provide for and protect the 

home: 

1. CHARACTER – Be a father worth following.  Josiah did 
right in the sight of the Lord; he walked in the way of 
David, his dad – 17 generations removed.  Fathers – 
children will walk as you walk.  Character is what you 
are when no one is watching.  Your children will do as 
you have done.  If they don’t believe in your God, you 
damn their souls. 

2. CONVICTION – Determine what is right and non-
negotiable.  There is a vast difference between 
conviction and preference.  Because Josiah obeyed and 
repaired the temple, they found the Book of the Law 
((II Kings 23:2).  A biblical conviction is a God-led 
assurance about what is best, right, and non-
negotiable.  Set rules and boundaries.  Kids don’t need 
to learn independence yet.  Don’t trust your kids.  Go 
to their MySpace.  Kids want rules and discipline.  
They’ll test you.   Don’t trust them.  Trust is to be 
earned.   

 

    3.  COMPLETION – Josiah read the Book of the  
         Law one time and killed the Sodomites.   
         Nowadays some churches don’t even know  
         what the Bible says.  We must battle porno   
         and TV in the home.  Satan’s team: 

a. Availability – it’s all over 
b. Affordability 
c. Anonymity – no one knows 

Video games and TV are the greatest vehicles for 

porno.  You need software blocks, but get a block 

on your heart.   

Protect your home by teaching discernment: 

a. Teach true values and true love. 
b. Teach principles of purity. 
c. Cover with prayer. 
d. Have a family covenant that no one 

watches anything in your absence that they 
wouldn’t watch in your presence. 

e. Tape a picture of your family to the TV. 
f. Memorize Scripture. 
g. Keep a right atmosphere in your home. 
h. Guard the computer – no secret passwords. 
i. Investigate your children’s friends and 

know what they are watching at the homes 
of their friends. 

A B C = ACCOUNTABLE BIBLE COMMITMENT – what a friend of mine began seven years ago .  It involves reading a 

chapter a week from God’s Word and sharing with each other the message we learned from it.  We each have a two-

column document on our computers, one for our take on the teaching from that chapter and the other column for my 

friend’s response to the Word.  There are various charts  to give you a list  of Bible passages you can follow through the 

Bible from Genesis to Revelation.  ONE OF OURS IS BELOW.  If you want to choose an entire book of the Bible or a variety 

of chapters as you see in the table below, any         will work  if you commit yourself to work it.  Select a friend and make a           

commitment to each other.   That’s why            we call it A B C, - an accountability to your friend to read the Bible.                                               

It’s a commitment              

It’s a commitment. 

  COMMITMENT IT IS A 
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90   OF   THE   BIBLE’S   GREATEST   CHAPTERS 

Jan., Apr., July, Oct. Feb., May, Aug., Nov. Mar. June, Sept., Dec. 
1. Gen. 1 
2. Gen. 2 
3. Gen. 3 
4. Gen. 4 
5. Gen. 5 
6. Gen. 6 
7. Ex. 20  
8. Joshua 1 
9. Psalm 1 
10. Psalm 19 
11. Psalm 23 
12. Psalm 27 
13. Psalm 34 
14. Psalm 37 
15. Psalm 40 

16. Psalm 51 
17. Psalm 84 
18. Psalm 90 
19. Psalm 91 
20. Psalm 103 
21. Psalm 121 
22. Psalm 139 
23. Prov. 3 
24. Prov. 23 
25. Prov. 31 
26. Eccl. 12 
27. Isa. 40 
28. Isa. 53 
29. Isa. 55 
30,31. Matt. 2, 5 

1. Matt. 6 
2. Matt. 7 
3. Matt. 18 
4. Matt. 25 
5. John 1:1-14 
6. John 3 
7. John 10 
8. John 14 
9. John 15 
10. John 16 
11. John 17 
12. John 20 
13. Rom. 1 
14. Rom. 3 
15. Rom. 8 

16. Rom. 12 
17. Rom. 14 
18. I Cor. 2 
19. I Cor. 3 
20. I Cor. 7 
21. I Cor. 13 
22. I Cor. 15 
23. II Cor. 4 
24. II Cor. 6 
25. Gal. 5 
26. Gal. 6 
27. Eph. 4 
28. Eph. 5 
29. Eph. 6 
30,31. Phil. 1, 2 

1. Phil. 3 
2. Phil. 4 
3. Col. 3 
4. I Thess. 4 
5. I Thess. 5 
6. I Tim. 6 
7. II Tim. 2 
8. II Tim. 3 
9. Titus 2 
10. Heb. 11 
11. Heb. 12 
12. Heb. 13 
13. James 1 
14. James 2 
15. James 3 

16. James 4 
17. James 5 
18. I Peter 1 
19. I Peter 2 
20. I Peter 3 
21. I Peter 4 
22. I Peter 5 
23. II Peter 3 
24. I John 1 
25. I John 2 
26. I John 3 
27. I John 4 
28. I John 5 
29. Rev. 20 
30,31. Rev. 21, 22 

 

1. Pick a Book - Other than reading the Bible straight through from Genesis to Revelation, choosing a book of 

the Bible is the easiest way to begin. But you can choose the books you read based on length or based on subject matter. 

Books By Length - The greatest sense of accomplishment will come by starting with short books rather than long ones. 
Obadiah, Philemon, and Jude each have one chapter; Ruth, several of the Minor Prophets, and some of Paul’s epistles 
have fewer than five chapters, and so on. It is better to start small and be encouraged by your accomplishment than to 
start big (like with Deuteronomy, Isaiah, Jeremiah, or Revelation) and grow discouraged. An advantage of this approach 
is that it requires no other study aids. The Bible is all you need. 

Books By Subject Matter - The Bible contains five broad categories of subject matter that could be chosen based on 
personal interest or preference: 

• History: Genesis–Esther plus Acts (written in narrative, historical style) 
• Wisdom/Poetry: Job–Song of Songs (full of poetic imagery) 
• Prophetic/Apocalyptic: Isaiah–Malachi plus Revelation (the most challenging subject matter) 
• Gospels: Matthew–John (Mark is shortest; John is thematic rather than biographical) 
• Epistles: Romans–Jude (practical theology and instruction for the Christian life) 

2. Pick a Topic - There is no shortage of topics one could choose to read about in the Bible. The two broadest 

being a subject or a person(s): 

• Subjects: Read about love, war, sex, discipline, creation, wisdom, judgment, money, angels, marriage, children, 
anger, and the list goes on. Pick a subject that interests you, or about which you have questions, and pursue it in 
an open-ended fashion. Or, purpose to study a subject-a-month for a year. Reading just 15 minutes a day for 30 
days equals 7.5 hours—a mini-course in a topic related to your life. 

• People: Read about Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon, Jesus’ disciples (by name or as a group), Paul, Peter, John, 
Barnabas, one of several Marys—and more. 

For a subject or character study, you will need some sort of topical study guide or a Bible concordance (either or both 
are found in many of today’s study Bibles). A topical study guide will group relevant passages together for you; a 
concordance will list every verse in which “love/loves” or “Abraham” is mentioned. Then, it is simply a matter of reading 
through all of the relevant verses. 

http://www.crosswalk.com/family/marriage/
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3. Pick a Purpose - This approach allows you to embrace the purpose for which certain parts of the Bible 

were written. For instance... 

• Psalms—staying focused on (worshipping) God in the midst of life’s trials. 
• Proverbs—gaining wisdom needed to live a skillful, godly life. 
• Song of Songs—exploring the depths of marital love and romance. 
• Ecclesiastes—understanding why the world can’t satisfy man’s deepest longings. 
• Daniel—examining evidence that God rules the world and the affairs of kings. 
• Matthew—proving to a Jewish audience that Jesus was the Messiah. 
• John—demonstrating that Jesus was the divine Son of God. 
• Acts—relating a record of the supernatural explosion of the early Church. 
• 1 Corinthians—answering a variety of questions about Christian living. 
• Revelation—outlining God’s victorious plan for the end of the present age. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Marjorie R. Morrison (Mrs. C.E.) 
703 Oakhurst 
Kernersville, NC  27264 
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