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“A word fitly 

spoken is like 

apples of gold in 

pictures of silver”  
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    This coming Father’s Day will be the 13th anniversary of my husband’s homegoing  (Father’s Day, June 21, 2009). 
Since I’ve told you in the March issue about his birthday on St. Patrick’s Day, this month now reminds me of 
my  own father.  He was everybody’s friend, he had a great tenor voice, he preached the Gospel & loved the 

Lord.  He was an avid sportsman – fishing, softball, golf, and ping pong. He saw the funny side of life and made 
it more enjoyable for the rest of us.  He was rarely still.  He’d prefer to run rather than walk, walk rather than 

sit, and never sat very long. 
 

HIS FAVORITE EXPRESSIONS  (some of which were probably not original with him): 

Flowers – Lily of the Violets 

Diseases – Falling Armpits; Hardening of the Artilleries 

Eating ice cream – “Give your tongue a sleigh ride.” 

Moving into a retirement village – “I don’t want to live with all 

those old people.” 

How he wanted to die – drowning in root beer or choking on a 

piece of strawberry shortcake 

Practical jokes – whenever we had company or went to a S.S. 
picnic he brought cans of peanut brittle 

(coiled-up green cloth-covered wire snakes), 
leaky water glasses, collapsible spoons, knives, and forks, flies 
embedded in clear plastic ice cubes, and whoopee cushions. 

 
Breakfast – “If we had some ham, we could have some ham 

and eggs if we had some eggs.” 

Names – he called all waitresses “Miss Larson” and all little 

boys “Johnny.”  Once a little boy chased him around a store 

and asked, “Mister, how did you know my name?” 

Coffee – Swedish gasoline 

Introducing a friend –“ We went to different schools 
together.  He’s such a good friend, I’ve already borrowed 

money from him.” 
 

Beds -- “You got that from sleeping in short beds too long.” 

Hanging – “You can get used to anything.  You can even 

get used to hanging if you hang long enough.” 

He often said “… just take a long walk on a short pier” 

“Cough it up, it might be a Coke bottle and  you could 
get a refund.” 

 
Heaven’s language – Bill Bueneman, one of his nephews, 

was of German descent.  My dad, who was Swedish, 

often asked him  “Kraut – how are you going to get along 

in Heaven?  Don’t you know the only language we’ll 

speak is Swedish – the Heavenly language?” 

Question – “Is it warm enough for an overcoat?” 

 
Since we are featuring fathers in this issue, do you remember Pastor Rob’s message one Sunday morning several 

years ago.  It was Part II of his “Homebuilder Series.”  His first point was – God designed the man to be the 
initiator/leader in the garden/home (referring to the first man, Adam, in the Garden of Eden).  He gave us nine biblical 

reasons for this: 
 

1. Man was created first, not woman. 
2. Eve was made for Adam, not Adam made for Eve. 
3. Adam named Eve, Eve didn’t name Adam. 
4. God called the human race “mankind,” not womankind. 
5. Satan reversed God’s order by going to the animal first, then to the woman, then to the man, to get to God. 
6. God spoke to Adam in the garden after the fall, not Eve. 
7. Adam was held responsible for their sin.  It’s because Adam refused to lead that mankind inherited the sin 

nature. 
8. The curse brought on mankind brought a distortion of man’s previous role and not a new role. 
9. Redemption now affirms the creation order.   

Men and women are equal, but with 

different roles and responsibilities. 
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Some day these young Johnnys will be grown men. 

  JOHNNY JOKES 

The teacher had asked the 

class to write an essay about 

an unusual event that 

happened during the past 

week.  

 

Little Johnny got up to read 

his. It began, "My daddy fell 

into our well last week." 

 

"Oh, my!" the teacher 

exclaimed. "Is he OK?" 

 

"He must be," said Little 

Johnny. "He stopped calling for 

help yesterday."  

 TEACHER:  "Johnny, if I had eight apples 

in my right hand and ten apples in my 

left hand, what would I have?” 

 

JOHNNY:  “You’d have great big hands, 

ma’am.” 

 Little Johnny was at football 

practice one day and the coach 

said,  

 

"Who here thinks they can jump 

higher than the goal posts?" 

 

Immediately little Johnny said, 

"Ooh, me sir, me!" 

 

The coach then said, "But 

Johnny, you are the worst in 

the team!" 

 

Then Johnny said, "I know, but 

goal posts can’t jump!" 

 

"Dad," said Little Johnny, "I'm late for 

football practice. Would you please do my 

homework for me?"  

The father said irately, "Son, it just wouldn't 

be right".  

"That's okay," replied Little Johnny, "but you 

could at least give it a try, couldn't you?"  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Boy to Man:  Have you read about the 

Cherokee Indian’s rite of passage for all young boys?  The 

father takes his son into the forest,  blindfolds him  and 

leaves him alone. He is required to sit on a stump the 

whole  night and not remove the blindfold until the rays of 

the morning sun shine through it.  He cannot cry out for 

help to anyone.   Once he survives the night, he is a man. 

He cannot tell the other boys of this experience because 

each lad must come into manhood on his own. 

 

The boy was naturally terrified. He could hear all kinds 

of noises. Wild beasts must surely be all around him. 

Maybe even some human might do him harm. The wind 

blew the grass  and earth, and shook his stump, but he sat 

stoically, never removing the blindfold.                                              

 

It would be the only way he could become a man! 

 

Finally, after a horrific night, the sun appeared and he removed 

his blindfold. It was then that he discovered his 

father sitting on the stump next to him. He had been at watch 

the entire night, protecting his son from harm. 

  

We, too, are never alone. Even when we don't know it, our 

Heavenly Father is watching over us, sitting on the stump 

beside us. When trouble comes, all we have to do is reach out 

to Him. 

 

Just because you can't see God, doesn't mean He is not there.   

'For we walk by faith, not by sight.' 

  

                                   ~ II Corinthians 5:7 ~ 

 

 

When we’re in tune with God, we’ll be in harmony with each other. 
 

One of the greatest forms of pride is to think we can live without God. 
 

Worry looks at God through circumstances; prayer looks at circumstances through God. 
 

When it comes to math, there are three kinds of people;  those who can count, and those who can’t. 
 

An atheist cannot find God for the same reason a thief cannot find a policeman. 
 

                          Of all the names of the seven days of the week, none is named “tomorrow.”                         3 
 

 



4 

 

           

                           HIDDEN TREASURES 

                                                               

1. Last Month’s Question:   What father in his parting message to his son said, “ Be  

         strong and show thyself a man?”  ANSWER:  King David (I Kings 2:2) 

 

2. Next Month’s Question:  What is the meaning of the word “Emmanuel?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEMS  FROM  PASTOR  
ROB                                      

“Straight Talk to Dads” 
II Kings 22 

 

II Kings 22:1, 2; 23:1-3 

 

Three guidelines for a Godly dad to provide for and protect the 

home: 

1. CHARACTER – Be a father worth following.  Verse 2 tells 
us Josiah did right in the sight of the Lord; he walked in 
the way of David, his dad – 17 generations removed.  
Fathers – children will walk as you walk.  Character is 
what you are when no one is watching.  Your children will 
do as you have done.  If they don’t believe in your God, 
you damn their souls. 
 

2. CONVICTION – Determine what is right and non-
negotiable.  There is a vast difference between conviction 
and preference.  Because Josiah obeyed and repaired the 
temple, they found the Law – the Bible (Chap. 23:2).  
 

 A biblical conviction is a God-led assurance about what is 
best, right, and non-negotiable.  Set rules and boundaries.  
Kids don’t need to learn independence yet.  Don’t trust 
your kids.  Go to their MySpace.  Kids want rules and 
discipline.  They’ll test you.   Don’t trust them.  Trust is to 
be earned.   

 

    3.  COMPLETION – Josiah read the Word 
         one time and killed the Sodomites.   
         Nowadays some churches don’t even know  
         what the Bible says.  We must battle porno  
         and TV in the home.  Satan’s team: 
 

a. Availability – it’s all over 
b. Affordability 
c. Anonymity – no one knows 

 

Video games and TV are the greatest vehicles for 

porno.  You need software blocks, but get a block 

on your heart.   

Protect your home by teaching discernment: 

a. Teach true values and true love. 
b. Teach principles of purity. 
c. Cover with prayer. 
d. Have a family covenant that no one 

watches anything in your absence that they 
wouldn’t watch in your presence. 

e. Tape a picture of your family to the TV. 
f. Memorize Scripture. 
g. Keep a right atmosphere in your home. 
h. Guard the computer – no secret passwords. 
i. Investigate your children’s friends and 

know what they are watching at the homes 
of their friends. 

Considering all that is transpiring in our world, especially in our nation, where biblical 

values are being ignored and even blasted, pastors, other Christian leaders, and believers 

willing to stand for the truth, will be targeted for persecution, let us be diligent, faithful, 

and passionate in praying for our PASTORS  that God would place a hedge of 

protection around them. 

 4 
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JESUS GOES WITH ME I’LL GO ANYWHERE  

How many times do we pray, “God be with us”?  Why?  
We make various requests similar to the following:  “Be 
with us today.”  “Be with us in this worship service.”  “Be 
with this dear Christian who is suffering.”  “Be here in our 
midst.” 
 
I think I have an idea.  No doubt the motivation behind 
this prayer is pure. We pray thusly because we NEED Him 
to be with us, right?  However, when is He NOT with us?  
He said “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee”  (Heb. 
13:5).  What happens when we accept Christ as Saviour?  
His Holy Spirit comes to dwell WITHIN us.  He will not 
leave.  We may quench the Holy Spirit, ignore Him, and 
sin against Him, but He remains.  If we have not the Spirit 
of Christ, we are none of His  (Rom. 8:9).   We go on a 
trip.  We ask “Oh, God, go with us.”  Yet where we go, He 
goes.   Instead of praying “God be with us” we could pray, 
“God, may we sense your presence always.”  “May we 
reflect your presence to others.”  “May we live in 
harmony with your Spirit’s presence in our lives.”  “May 
we never forget you are with us always.”  “Thank you for 
being with us.”   
 
 

➢ I try to take one 
day at a time, but 
sometimes several 
days attack me at 

once. 

 
A girl was visiting her 
friend who had acquired 
two new dogs, and asked 
her what their names 
were. The friend 
responded by saying that 
one was named Rolex and 
one was named Timex. 
 
Her friend said, "Whoever 
heard of someone naming 
dogs like that?  They’re 
weird names for a dog." 
 
"Helloooooooooooooo," 
answered the girl. 
"They're watch dogs!" 

 

➢ Jumping to 

conclusions 

can be  bad 

exercise. 
 

➢ The heaviest 

thing to carry is a 

grudge. 
 

➢ A turtle makes 

progress when it 

sticks its head out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO ALL THE MEN WHO READ “APPLES” I HEREBY 

APOLOGIZE  FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

Three men wanted to cross a river. They had no 

idea how to cross it, so one man knelt down on 

his knees and prayed "Lord give me the power 

and strength to cross the river." Suddenly the 

man became very strong and swam across the 

river. The next man thought, if it worked for 

him, it'll work for me. So he knelt down and 

prayed "Lord give me the skills and the strength 

to cross the river." The man built a canoe and 

rowed himself across the river. The last man 

thought, if it worked for both of them, I know 

it'll work for me. So he also knelt down and 

prayed "Lord give me the wisdom and 

knowledge to cross the river." He turned into a 

woman and walked across the bridge. 

 

I WAS PLEASANTLY SURPRISED TO READ IN “OUR DAILY 

BREAD” FOR AUGUST 3, 2011 THIS VERY SAME MESSAGE 

AND THIS CONFIRMED IN MY OWN HEART THAT THIS IS 

SOMETHING WE SHOULD THINK ABOUT.   “OUR DAILY 

BREAD” OFFERED THE FOLLOWING SUGGESTION:   

“PRAY  ‘LORD, THANK YOU FOR YOUR INDWELLING 

SPIRIT WHO IS WILLING AND ABLE TO DIRECT ME IN THE 

WAYS YOU WANT ME TO GO.  MAY I NOT TAKE YOU 

WHERE YOU DON’T WANT TO GO.  MAY I NOT ENLIST 

YOU TO DO MY WILL, BUT HUMBLY SUBMIT TO DOING 

YOUR WILL.’”   

WE ARE TO REMEMBER 

THAT                                                                                                                                                                

HE WILL BE WITH US ALWAYS.  WE DON’T NEED TO ASK 

“PLEASE BE WITH US.”   

 

If the above story about the three men is still here, you’ll know that the deacon who critiques this newsletter every month 
                                has a great sense of humor, and has no problem with ladies crossing bridges.                                                                      
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