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 Rescue 911 

 

Site Description: Create a whitewater area with a river flowing out of the wall. 
Use blue cloth or plastic to create this outdoor scene. Boulders made from 
foaming insulation or plaster and chicken wire can add to your site. Sounds of 
rushing water will add flavor to your explanation of swift water rescue. Trees, 
rafts, ropes, helmets, and lifejackets should be lying around the site. 
 
 

Swift Water Background Information: 

Swift water rescue (also called "whitewater rescue") is a subset of technical rescue dealing in whitewater river 
conditions. Due to the added pressure of moving water, swift water rescue involves the use of specially trained 
personnel, ropes and mechanical advantage systems that are often much more robust than those used in standard 
rope rescue. The main goal is to use or deflect the water’s power to assist in the rescue of the endangered person(s), 
as in most situations there is no easy way to overcome the power of the water. 

Swift water is a specialty rescue discipline that deals with rescue and recovery from rapidly-moving water.  It is 

generally not dive rescue (below the surface), though we do work with dive teams.  Typically, we respond to urban 

and rural flooding conditions, vehicles in water, and inland water rescues from rivers and lakes. 

Rescue operations 

As a Swift Water Rescue Scene evolves, the Incident Command System (ICS) will emerge. ICS is a national protocol 
used for managing emergencies in the United States. Initially created for use by the United States Forest Service and 
United States Bureau of Land Management to manage wild fires, ICS has become the benchmark by which all 
disasters are managed in the United States. "ICS is based upon a flexible, scalable response organization providing 
a common framework within which people can work together effectively. These people may be drawn from multiple 
agencies that do not routinely work together, and ICS is designed to give standard response and operation 
procedures to reduce the problems and potential for miscommunication on such incidents." All rescue operations 
demand vigilance with regards to safety. ICS provides that a Safety Officer be present to monitor and address all 
safety issues. One of these issues pertains to the incident scene. 

Zones of operation 

The immediate area of operations at the incident is divided into three zones of operation, "Cold", "Warm", and "Hot". 
Certain requirements regarding training and personal protective equipment (PPE) exist for personnel operating within 
these three zones. The Cold Zone is considered to be anything greater than 15 feet (4.6 m) from the water's edge. 
Awareness Level personnel shall approach no closer than the Cold zone. The Warm Zone begins 15 feet from the 
water's edge, and ends at the water's edge. Personnel operating in the Warm Zone shall be trained to the Operations 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technical_rescue
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitewater
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rope
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mechanical_advantage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rope_rescue
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incident_Command_System
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protocol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Forest_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bureau_of_Land_Management
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildfire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_protective_equipment
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Level, and must wear a properly fitted and secured Personal Flotation Device (PFD). The Hot Zone refers to any and 
all activities taking place in the water. These activities shall be performed by personnel trained to the Technician 
Level, provided they are wearing a properly fitted and secured personal flotation device. 

 Risk algorithm 

In order to provide for the safety of both the rescuer and victim, a low to high risk algorithm has evolved for the 
implementation of various rescue methods in Swift Water Rescue. Under times of stress, the implementation of this 
algorithm helps to prevent a rescuer from endangering himself and the victim, thus providing a sound, step by step 
approach when affecting a rescue. As the algorithm progresses, the danger and threat to rescuer and victim 
increases. The algorithm is, "Talk", "Reach", "Wade", "Throw", "Helo", "Row", "Go", and "Tow" (This change is due to 
the increase safety of helicopter operations and the increased deaths of rescuers in boats). While it is safest to talk a 
victim into performing a self-rescue, there exists a substantial increase in danger once a rescuer enters the water. 
"Talk" refers to the dialogue that takes place between the rescuer and victim, and includes the rescuer directing the 
victim in methods of self-rescue, such as swimming to shore. If unsuccessful, the rescuer will attempt to "Reach" with 
an object, such as a tree branch, paddle, or pole, to the victim, so that the victim can be pulled to safety. 

Laminar flow 

Since the laminar flow of a moving body of water carves the path of movement, it experiences friction caused by 
resistance along the shallows and outer or higher banks, and travels at a slower speed at the edges than the center. 
Therefore, a rescuer often has the opportunity to wade along the banks of a moving body of water to more easily 
"talk" to, or "reach" the victim. 80% of moving water rescues are affected using throw bags and other throw devices.[1] 
A rescuer can "throw" a throw bag or other throw device from a boat, stable platform, or dry land, or may elect to 
wade into the shallows and then initiate a throw. "Row" includes, but is not limited to, all forms of boat-based 
operations. This includes a boat on a highline Tyrolean with a midpoint drop and 2- and 4-and 5 point boat on tether 
systems. 

Live bait rescue 

In certain situations, such as an unconscious patient, one might "go and tow" the victim back to shore. Unlike all 
previous methods of rescue, the rescuer now enters the water in a swimming capacity. This method of rescue is 
also referred to as a "live bait rescue", where the rescuer swims to the aid of the victim while tethered to a team 
member at an anchor point, very much like bait on a hook at the end of a fishing pole. For example, a parent with 
children trapped in a vehicle in flowing water that needs to extricate and control scared or injured children on to 
the roof of the vehicle (there is a greater than 50% chance of dying in a vehicle that is flooded). If that platform 
(car, rock, bridge, roof etc.) becomes unstable or begins to succumb to rising water, that rescuer may need to tow 
a victim to the shore, eddy or pre-planned egress point. Towing rescues are extremely difficult and require 
training with a practiced rescuer as a victim. Actual tows with scared, hypothermic, exhausted, injured or 
panicked victims are extremely difficult and dangerous for both parties and should be left to rescuers well versed 
in proper rescuer/victim communication, holds, and swimming techniques. When a victim is not accessible from 
any of the previous rescue methods, resources permitting, a helicopter rescue may be attempted. A "helo", is a 
stable rescue platform from which a variety of rescue methods can be initiated. While the helicopter must be 
equipped for rescue work, the crew must be equipped, trained and well practiced in the art of swift water rescue  

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PFD
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_flotation_device
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Algorithm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laminar_flow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Throw_bag
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swiftwater_rescue#cite_note-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyrolean_traverse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypothermia
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Some Rules for Swift Water Rescue 

1.  Never hard-tie yourself to a line.  Anyone swimming on a line or towing a line should use a Class V PFD with 
a break-away harness, and trained in its proper use. Looping ropes around the shoulders or waist is suicide. 

2.  Never wear turnout gear near the water.  It has no place.  Bunker boots will immediately fill with water, bunker 
pants, coats, and linings will absorb water like a sponge.  The wide brim of fire helmets will be pushed by the 
moving water, forcing the head down.  Keep all responders who are in turnout gear back away from the water. 

3.  Anyone within 15' of the shoreline wears a vest.  Victims need vests too. 

4.  Always employ upstream spotters.  They should have radios and be able to notify command if a surge or large 
debris is inbound.  This is an ideal job for crews not trained to enter the water 

5.  Always employ multiple downstream recovery points.  Throw bags are good, and tensioned diagonals are 
even better.   

6.  Do not tension a recovery line 90 degrees to the current vector.  Anyone traveling on this line will stall in the 
middle where a “v” will be created.  Use 45 degree ferry angle to your advantage.  

6.  Keep your feet up.  Feet down will kill.  Foot entrapments can occur in rural or urban environments.  Your legs 
will stop, and moving water will push your body and head forward.  Swift water swimmers should be floating on 
their backs with feet up, except when they are power swimming over a strainer or into/out of an eddy. 

7.  Have a plan and a backup plan.  Keep the plans simple. High tech equipment is rarely waterproof, boats get 
holes, and engines flood.  Be prepared to fall back to simple rope systems.  

8.  Do not drive a vehicle through moving water, or through standing water more than half the height of the wheel 

Bible Point: God is good when life is uncertain. We’re thankful for God’s salvation. 

Vital Signs to Know: (Teacher Devotion by Leroy Lawson) 

There is something very practical about the kind of faith that refuses to fear. Jesus is not inquiring about the 
disciples’ intellectual grasp of Scripture or the maturity of their theological understanding. He wonders why 
they haven’t yet learned to trust. 

If Jesus were to question them as the waves were pounding and the rain pouring on them (could they carry 
on a conversation in such peril?) they might have satisfied Him regarding their mind’s acceptance of the 
faith of their fathers. They would assure Him they believe in God. They are not only descendants of 
Abraham but are active proponents of the Jewish faith as a set of beliefs and moral guidelines. Nothing is 
wrong with their minds. 

But Jesus has a deeper concern. What happened to their hearts? We believe. But we don’t always trust. 
When the storms arise and threaten, a familiar feeling of panic grips us. We have even been known to cry 
out, “Don’t you care that I’m drowning here?” In the classroom, in the pulpit, it is easy to present a strong 

case for the faith. On the storm-tossed sea, it’s easy to forget. 

. 
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Student Responses: At the end of this lesson, the student should be able to: 

 tell what Jesus did as the storm came up   

 feel a desire to let go of things that cause fear and be able to trust God with 
them 

  ask God to make them a rescuer, helping others with fear 

    

Site Welcome Skit: (Names in skit may be changed to fit the gender of the person playing the part) 

 
Helicopter Hallie: Hi, Welcome to swift water rescue. I know you recruits are in training to become 
rescuers yourselves. I’m Helicopter Hallie and I am in charge of this swift water quick response team, or 
(squirt) S.W.Qu.R.T. which is what we usually call ourselves. Swift water rescue is a very dangerous job 
and we have all gone through extensive training, like holding cinderblocks over our heads while treading 
water for 2 hours. Anybody here think they can do that? We’ve had to swim in ice filled pools to help us get 
used to being in really cold water. Do I have any takers for that? (Call up a few volunteers and have them 
stick their hand in a bucket of ice water while you time them with a stopwatch, switch them out after 30 
seconds to prevent injury!) Can you imagine being totally submerged in an icy river for hours? We also 
have to learn to tie all kinds of rope knots to string across the rivers and to the people we are rescuing. 
 
(Knotty Nick enters with rope all tangled around him.) 
 
Knotty Nick: Hallie! Hallie! What are doing here with these newbies? I bet they don’t know a thing about 
swift water rescue. They probably can’t even tie a knot! 
 
Helicopter Hallie: Well you’re one to talk. Hey guys, do you know who this is? We call him Knotty Nick. 
You see he can tie all kinds of knots, without even knowing it! 
 
Knotty Nick: Yea, I did get myself into kind of a mess. You see I was practicing an anchors knot with ring 
hitching and added the double figure eight through a lineman’s loop and then under the one-sided over- 
handed bend. 
 
Helicopter Hallie: Yea, right. It looks to me like you need rescuing about as much as any of those friends 
over there we just pulled out of the river! 
 
 Knotty Nick: I do need rescuing! When I get all bound up like this my fear of being in tight places kicks in 
and I get afraid. Do you think..(struggling with rope but making it worse) ..that you ..(keeps struggling) 
..could help me? (throws arms up and falls down)                       

Helicopter Hallie: Sure Knotty, ..I mean Nick. Don’t panic, I know I saw some big old rope cutters around 
here somewhere. While we’re taking care of you, someone from our SWQuRT team can share a swift 
water rescue that’s famous in the Bible with these recruits. No ropes, no lifeboats, no helicopters, & no life 
jackets were required to accomplish the mission; just a few words from Jesus and all was peaceful. 
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Bible Story:  Noah; Genesis 6-9:17 

Genesis 6  
1And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them,  

 2That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.  

 3And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and 
twenty years.  

 4There were giants in the earth in those days; and also, after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, 
and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.  

 5And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.  

 6And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.  

 7And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping 
thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repents me that I have made them.  

 8But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.  

 9These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.  

 10And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  

 11The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.  

 12And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.  

 13And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, 
I will destroy them with the earth.  

 14Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.  

 15And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty 
cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.  

 16A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side 
thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.  

 17And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under 
heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die.  

 18But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' 
wives with thee.  

 19And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be 
male and female.  

 20Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall 
come unto thee, to keep them alive.  

 21And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them.  
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 22Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.  

Genesis 7 

 1And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this 
generation.  

 2Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the 
male and his female.  

 3Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth.  

 4For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living substance that I have 
made will I destroy from off the face of the earth.  

 5And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him.  

 6And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.  

 7And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood.  

 8Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth,  

 9There went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God had commanded Noah.  

 10And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.  

 11In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the 
fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.  

 12And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.  

 13In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives 
of his sons with them, into the ark;  

 14They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth 
after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort.  

 15And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life.  

 16And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in.  

 17And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.  

 18And the waters prevailed and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters.  

 19And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered.  

 20Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.  

 21And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth, and every man:  

 22All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died.  

 23And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping 
things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that were 
with him in the ark.  
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 24And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.  

Genesis 8 

 1And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a wind to 
pass over the earth, and the waters assuaged;  

 2The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained;  

 3And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated.  

 4And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.  

 5And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the tops of 
the mountains seen.  

 6And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made:  

 7And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth.  

 8Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the ground;  

 9But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were on the face of the 
whole earth: then he put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark.  

 10And he stayed yet other seven days; and again, he sent forth the dove out of the ark;  

 11And the dove came into him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf plucked off: so Noah knew that the waters 
were abated from off the earth.  

 12And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not again unto him anymore.  

 13And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up 
from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.  

 14And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried.  

 15And God spoke unto Noah, saying,  

 16Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee.  

 17Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth.  

 18And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him:  

 19Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creeps upon the earth, after their kinds, went forth out of 
the ark.  

 20And Noah built an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on 
the altar.  

 21And the LORD smelled a sweet savor; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's 
sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more everything living, as I have 
done.  

 22While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.  
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Genesis 9 

 1And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.  

 2And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that 
moves upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered.  

 3Every moving thing that lives shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have, I given you all things.  

 4But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.  

 5And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand 
of every man's brother will I require the life of man.  

 6Whoso sheds man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.  

 7And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein.  

 8And God spoke unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying,  

 9And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you;  

 10And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that go 
out of the ark, to every beast of the earth.  

 11And I will establish my covenant with you, neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there 
anymore be a flood to destroy the earth.  

 12And God said, “This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, 
for perpetual generations:  

 13I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.  

 14And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud:  

 15And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no 
more become a flood to destroy all flesh.  

 16And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.  

 17And God said unto Noah, “This is the token of the covenant, which I have established between me and all flesh that is upon 
the earth.” 

 

* (20 Ways to Present Bible Stories)  

 
1. Open Bible: Open your Bible and tell the story from memory.  
 
2. Sequence Strips: Prepare strips of the important points in the Bible story and display them as you tell 
the story. Then give them to the children to put in order as they tell you the story.  
 
3. Key Word Cards: Write key words from the story on one set of cards and definitions of the key words on 
another set. Begin by giving the key word cards to the kids before you tell it. Ask kids to stand when they 
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hear you say the words. (Kids may also hold the cards over their heads.) Display the definitions and invite 
kids to match each definition with the key word it describes.  
 
4. Bible Visitor: Invite an adult or older teenager to dress as a Bible person and present the Bible story in 
the first person.  
 
5. Bible Visitor Interview: Invite an adult or older teenager to dress as a Bible person and present the 
Bible story in a question/answer interview form.  
 
6. Bible Story Illustrator: Invite someone with drawing skills to illustrate the Bible story as you tell the 
story. Encourage the person to draw pictures and words to help children see the events of the story that 
you will tell.  
 
 
7. Travel Map: Laminate a Bible map that shows where Abraham traveled, David ran from Saul, Jesus 
performed miracles, or Paul traveled on his missionary journeys. As you tell the story, invite children to take 
turns using a dry erase marker to plot out the journey.  
 
8. Google Map: Use a laptop and internet service to go to BibleMap.org. Enter the Bible chapter and verse 
of the Bible story and show children the present-day location of the place mentioned in the Bible.  
 
9. Pantomime: Tell the story and girls and boys act it out.  
 
10. Go outside: Some stories lend themselves to “going outside.”  
  
11. Puppets: Give out supplies for kids to make puppets of each Bible person mentioned in the story. Then 
as you tell the story, children can act it out with their puppets.  
 
12. Scripture Search: Invite kids to find the Bible story in their Bibles. Tell the first portion of the story, and 
then ask the children to find the next event in the story and give them the verses where it is recorded. Ask 
one child to tell you what happened. Tell the next event and then call on another child to tell what happened 
next. Continue through the story.  
 
13. Picture Timeline: Look for teaching pictures that show the various parts of the story. As you teach call 
attention to the pictures. Review the story by mixing up the pictures and inviting kids to place them in order.  
 
14. Listen to an Audio Bible: Play the Bible story from an Audio Bible CD.  
 
15. Watch a story from the Visual Bible DVDs: Show a specific story using “The Gospel of Matthew,” 
“The Gospel of John,” or “The Acts of the Apostles”.  
 
16. News Story: Decide on one to five major events in the Bible story. Write each one as a headline at the 
top of a large sheet of paper. Tell the Bible story, being careful to include the words in each headline. 
Review the story by asking boys and girls to describe the each part of the story by writing it under the 
appropriate headline.  
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17. Dress in Biblical Costumes: Gather biblical costumes for the children to wear. Assign parts to each 
child. Write out a script with speaking parts and give each child a copy.  
 
18. Bible Story Prop: Find an object that is mentioned in the Bible story, such as a pitcher, bread, sword, 
or small boat. Show the object and ask kids to listen for the way the object is used in the story.  
 
19. Create a Bible Story PowerPoint: Use Google to search for pictures of places or objects from Bible 
times that relate to the story you want to tell. Create slides that tell a portion of the story with a photograph 
of the place or a biblical picture of the events. Look at Jerusalem Photos, Bible Picture Gallery, and other 
sites related to Bible stories.  
 
20. Read the Story: Read the story from Bible with expression and excitement.  
 

Mission Manual:  by Orrin Root (Have someone from your team tell the Bible story using. Feel free to 

dim the lights, use sound machines, & spotlight the teacher) 

Background: (Genesis 6:1-7) The first chapter of Genesis records the creation of the world. Then God 
created a man and a woman. The third chapter of Genesis tells how the man and woman chose to do 
wrong. The children and grandchildren did wrong too. So, the people of the world became worse and worse 
for fifteen hundred years. Hardly anyone thought of doing right anymore. 

A Few Good People:(Gen.6:8-22) Noah was noticed by God. God had planned a flood, but He told Noah 
how to keep his family alive. He would need an ark. It was 450 feet long and three stories high, with more 
than 100,000 square feet of floor space. “Gopher” is the Hebrew name for the kind of wood used in the ark. 
Noah began to build the boat. Can you imagine how hard that was? It was hard enough ot build something 
that big, much less have all the evil people make fun Noah and laugh at him. 

Roundup: (Genesis 7:1-10) Noah and his boys couldn’t gather animals of all kinds but God could. The 
animals obeyed God better than the people living around Noah did. A clean beast was one that could be 
eaten or offered in sacrifice to the Lord. Cattle and sheep were clean; pigs and tigers were not. God 
rounded up seven pairs of each clean animal but only one pair of the other kind. Then Noah and his family 
got on the ark and God shut the door. 

Whoosh:(Genesis 7:11-24) Water poured down from above and surged up from the depths below. It rained 
and rained for forty days and forty nights. Everything was covered by water. The water covered every tree, 
every animal, and every person that was not on the ark. 

A World Washed Clean: (Genesis 8) Eight people lived with the animals in the ark. God sent the wind to 
blow the water away after 150 days. The large boat landed on a mountain top. Forty days later, Noah 
opened the window in the boat and sent out a dove to see what it would do. It came back because water 
still covered everything and there was no place for it to land. Seven days later Noah sent the dove out 
again, and this time it came back with an olive branch in its mouth. The next time Noah sent the dove it did 
not return, so Noah knew it was time to get off the boat  
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Starting Over:(Genesis 9:1-17) Don’t you know Noah’s family was glad to get off the boat. Noah built an 
altar to thank God for rescuing him and his family. God promised that He would never destroy the earth 
again by water. He sent a rainbow as a reminder of His promise. Just as God rescued Noah, we can be 
rescued too from our sin and unbelief. Once we place our trust in God’s Son Jesus then we can also 
become rescuers by telling others about Him! God showed Noah grace and He shows us grace. 

Lifeline Verse: "For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8 

Key Verse Activity:  
Display the verse in a prominent place in your site on a sign so that all the children can see it. Ask 
everyone to read the verse together and discuss how it relates to the Bible story. 
 
Discussion questions: 
*How does this verse relate to the story of Noah? 
*What does it mean “not of yourselves”, it’s a gift of God? 
*What is grace? 
*What does this verse mean to you? 
 
The following is a list of suggestions for how to help students memorize a verse during class. Whatever 
methods you choose to use, always leave enough time for your class to repeat the verse at least 6 times. 
Say it in groups.  Say it as individuals.  Learn it.  Explain it.  And yes, memorize it.  You can make this part 
more interesting with several strategies below.  Some are very simple and require no preparation.  Others 
are slightly more involved. Please coordinate with other sites so that everyone is not using the same 
method. 

Grouping 

Simply by getting different ‘groups’ within the class to repeat the verse with other people in their group, you 
will be able to do rote repetition more effectively.  Group the class by boys, girls, those with blue eyes, 
brown eyes, older sisters, younger brothers, colored socks, etc. etc. Of course, don’t forget to ask for 
individual volunteers who have already memorized it. 

 

Speed or Volume 

Some children are actually better at remembering a verse if you get them to repeat it as fast  as they can. 
Give it a try, if only for the sake of variety!  Try to repeat the verse in a whisper or in loud voices. 
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Write it  

As simple as it sounds, simply have your students write the verse on their own paper.  After practicing 
together a few times, ask the students to write as much as they can from memory without looking at the 
original.  Then reveal the white board to the class again to correct their mistakes.  Writing a word uses a 
new thinking process other than the verbal exercises.  Also consider asking one of your students before 
class to write the verse on the board for you.  

Sticky Note Scramble  

Write each word of the verse on a 3M Post It note and paste them to the white board in their correct order.   
a. Pull the words off the board and have a student re-assemble the words in their correct order.   
b. Alternatively, you could randomly hand out the sticky notes, each paper to a random student.  Ask “Will 
the person with the next word in the verse please come to the board and place the word on the board?”  Or 
say “Everyone please place your sticky note on your shirt, come to the front of the class and form a line 
with the words in correct order.” 
c. Start (or resume) with the full verse on the board.  Eliminate the words, one or two at a time, and recite 
the verse each time until all the words are gone.  Let a student decide which word(s) to eliminate by 
eliminating a word that contains the first letter of the student’s name.  e.g. Jenny would eliminate all words 
that contain the letter “J”. 

“Eye Exam” the verse 

Write the memory verse about 6 or 7 times on poster board or large pieces of paper. However, each time 
you write, gradually make the words smaller. The words on your last card should be as small as you can 
possibly write them.   

Show your first card (Biggest words) to your group, and have them say the verse. Then simply work your 
way through to the last card - children repeating the words each time. As you get to the smaller words, start 
to compliment the group on their eyesight. Act amazed when they manage to "read" your last card. Then 
say "I think you are trying to fool me. I don't believe you can really read this last card. I think you have 
memorized the verse. I think you can repeat the verse without any card at all" - And they will!  

Invisible Writing 

Write the verse with a white crayon on white cardboard or paper. Get volunteers to gradually paint over the 
cardboard with red food coloring. The words will then ‘magically’ appear as the food coloring adheres to the 
crayon. This is a good way to teach verses concerning the blood of Jesus 

Wheel of Fortune - Guess the letter. 

This is another popular method, but it does take a little longer than most other ways. Write out your verse 
by putting “blanks” for letters e.g. 
 _ _ _    _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _  _ _ _ _  Luke 19.10.      

http://www.gospelhall.org/bible/bible.php?passage=Luke%2019.10.
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The idea is for the children to guess the correct letters that make up this verse. As they do so, fill in the 
blanks. 

There are two ways of using this method. 

Competing teams (e.g. boys v. girls). One person from each team guesses a letter in turn. If team 1, for 
example, guesses ‘n’, and there are three n’s, they get three points. If team 2 guesses ‘e’, and there are six 
e’s, they get six points etc. The team with the most points when the verse is complete is the winner.   

The class competes against ‘teacher’. Explain that if they guess a letter and it is not in the verse, you get a 
tick. If you get four ticks before the verse is completed, you win. 

Mirror image 

Write the verse backwards, so that you could only read it properly by looking at it through a mirror. (Ensure 
that the individual letters are written 'the wrong way round'). Get the children to try and read the verse. In 
my experience, most children do not have any trouble doing this. 

Decipher Codes 

Perhaps appropriate more with a small group of students at table instead of a large audience only in chairs, 
decipher codes can be used for students to “solve” the verse and write it correctly. 

a. Extra letters.  Write the verse on the whiteboard adding two extra letters between the words. Leave no 
gaps. Here is an example: 

ThegxsonkbofswmanqkcamerptoooseekzjandfrtouwsavexrthegglostaaLukejy19.hh10. 

b. Jumbled letters.  Jumble up the letters of each word. Example:- 

“het sno fo mna acme ot eeks dna ot aves het tlos.” Lkeu 19.10. 

c. Substitutions - Write the verse with a number of deliberate mistakes. See if the children can spot them 
all. 

e.g. The brother of God  arrived to find and shave the poor.  Matthew Chapter ninety verse eleven.  (Luke 
19.10. - Mistakes underlined). 

 
d. Use Spoonerisms- to add humor to the presentation. (for eg- "the speed of light becomes - the leed of 
spite" or "go and shake a tower" ...go and take a shower.   

“The mon of san is some to ceek and to save that lich was whast.”  Luke 19:10 

 

http://www.gospelhall.org/bible/bible.php?passage=Luke%2019.10.
http://www.gospelhall.org/bible/bible.php?passage=Luke%2019.10.
http://www.gospelhall.org/bible/bible.php?passage=Luke%2019:10
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“Drop Out” Game 

Arrange the students in a circle or around a table.  Randomly choose a student to start the game by saying 
only the first word of the verse.  The student to the left says the second word. The next student says the 
third word and so on.  No hesitating is allowed. If a child cannot say the next word, they “drop out”. Once 
the verse is complete, get them to do it again, only faster!  Alternatively, you could make the make the 
game a team effort by saying the verse perfectly as a group two or three times in order to receive a reward 
or earn “best time” status (using a stopwatch). 

Sing It 

Invent a tune to carry the words in the student’s mind.  Choose a sing-song tune such as “wheels on the 
bus” or “Peter peter, pumpkin eater” or better yet invent your own.  Remember, the goal is not to become 
the next Mozart, but to teach the words of the verse.  Putting words to a tune is an extremely powerful 
memorizing technique for children. 

Invitation 
 
The invitation is an important part of VBS. Please be sure to give prior thought and prayer to 
this part of the lesson. For children who don’t attend church, this is an opportunity for them 
to hear about and accept Christ. 
Pray the Lord will use this time to plant and reap seeds of salvation. 
 
We’ve heard a very wonderful Bible story of God’s rescue of Noah by His grace. Just as a 
lighthouse shines its light out to anyone who will look toward it, Jesus shines His light of 
salvation out to you. You need to put your faith in Jesus. He will rescue you and be the God 
of your salvation. Just ask him to forgive your sins and be the Lord of your life. Do you want 
to be rescued? If you would like to find out how to ask God for forgiveness and know him as 
Savior, please stay behind and speak to one of your teachers. We would like to help you 
because in times of trouble, Jesus saves! 
 
At this time close in prayer and afterwards remind those interested in salvation to speak to 
one of the leaders. 
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Rescue Games: 

Rocky Cliffs 

How the game is played: Depending on the number of kids, make at least 6 kids 

the rocks. Have the rocks form the cliffs by standing in a line with wide spaces 

between them, facing the rest of the kids, who should be at a distance. The adult 

in charge (or a child) yells, "Ship in the harbor!”. The children attempt to run 

through the cliffs without being tagged by a rock. Those who get tagged are now 

rocks and stay in the cliffs. Those who make it through can make another run 

through the cliffs. But anyone who was tagged must join the rocks. Continue the 

game until everyone has been shipwrecked. 

Tips for adults: If a child is fearful of making a run through the cliffs, help him 

or her brainstorm a way to get through (or partner two kids up to make a plan). 

Storm Incoming! 

How the game is played: You'll need several blindfolds and a few soft balls (foam 

balls are good choices). The children partner up, and one kid in each pair is 

blindfolded. The partner who can see leads the blindfolded partner by the arm. 

The object of the game is to get the blindfolded partner to throw the ball at 

another blindfolded player, then to get the second blindfolded partner to pick it up 

and throw it at another blindfolded player. If a player is hit twice, the pair is out 

and heads to the sidelines to watch the game. Kids can help their blindfolded 

partners defend by telling them when to duck or move in a particular direction. 

Tips for adults: Before playing, remind kids that safety is important. Have the 

blindfolded kids walk with hands up in front of them for "bumpers" to avoid 

collisions. Demonstrate how to lead a partner by the arm and direct him or her to 

the ball: "Go forward three steps. Now squat down and reach out with your left 

hand." Remind the kids to tune in to their partner's voice. Also, be sure that kids 

aren’t throwing the balls at very close range. For a fun variation, have kids lead 

partners without touching, only with the voice. When you've played once, switch 

the blindfold to the other player. This game can also be played by a group of adults! 

 

 



17 
Monumental - God Is Good                                                    Rescue 911 – Elementary 2019 

Harbor Tag 

Harbor tag is a variation on freeze tag. In freeze tag, kids "freeze" in the position 

they’re in when tagged. In tunnel tag, someone must crawl through a child’s feet to 

"unfreeze" him or her so they can rejoin the game. 

Blind rescue 

Find a wide-open space outside and scatter different sized balls throughout the 

entire area. Divide players into 2 or 3 even teams.  Choose one player from each 

team to blindfold and cover their eyes with the blindfold or scarf. The remaining 

players will remain at their home base and will have 5 minutes to direct their blind 

teammate to the balls.  Once the blinded teammate has found and picked up a ball, 

the team must then direct that player back to the home base.  The goal is to 

collect as many balls as possible in the 5 minutes allotted.  The team who has 

collected the most balls at the end of that time limit will win. 

If there is a tie, both teams will race once more for one ball.  Once the teammate 

is blinded, two balls will be placed an equal distance from the home base lines.  The 

teams will then direct their blind teammates once more to collect one ball and back 

again.  The first team to cross the line with the last ball will win the race. 




