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Treasure Quest -Ahoy! Climb aboard the Galley Ship, ready to speed through the sea of God's 

Word. Chart your course and let the Captain take the helm. 

Hoist Ye Sails Decorating: The Treasure Quest site resembles the deck of the 

ship. Be sure to cover the wall with an ocean scene. Build a large mast with a 

painted carpet roll and use sheets to make the sails. When you set barrels and 

ropes and netting along the railing, the crew will be ready to swab the deck. 

Cannons can made out of trash cans that are actually air cannons and the 

cannons really work! Google: Air Cannons from Trash Cans... their cool! 

Galley Ship Background Information:  

A galley is a type of ship propelled by rowers that originated in the Mediterranean region 
and was used for warfare, trade and piracy from the first millennium BC. Galleys dominated 
naval warfare in the Mediterranean Sea from the 8th century BC until development of 
advanced sailing warships in the 17th century.  

 

Bible point: God is good when you are seeking answers. 

Monument Stone: Mercy 

Pirate Piece - Ship's wheel - The ship's wheel changes the ship's direction. With just a small 

movement on the wheel a big ship can turn in a different direction. God's treasure is life changing to us. 
The cross stands as our helm and when we turn to the cross, the course of our life will change. 

Attention Getter: Make a treasure box and place a replica of a ship's wheel inside. Play a game of 

twenty questions.  Answer with only yes or no. After the treasure is revealed discuss how it relates to our 
live with Jesus. 

Pirates Hook: (Teacher Devotion a paraphrase of Tim Wesman) 

A scene in Pirates of the Caribbean has Commodore Norrington shoving up Jack Sparrow's sleeve to find 
the tattoo that marks Jack as a pirate. As Norrington slides the sleeve up even farther, he sees that there is 
a second tattoo that shows a bird flying over the ocean. This exposes Jack's true identity. Captain 
Norrington says, "Well, well, Jack Sparrow isn't it?" Polite but defiant Jack responds "Captain Jack Sparrow 
if you please." 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watercraft_rowing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Basin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warfare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_warfare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Sea
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Captain Jack Sparrow obviously relishes the title Captain. What title do you use? Mister, Missus, Miss, 
Doctor, Mom, Dad, Punkin Doodle? Jack obviously didn't want to be stripped of his title even though he no 
longer was in charge of the Black Pearl. It connected his past to his hope for the future. 

In our Bible story today we will discuss a man who comes to know the Lord. The word Lord is set in small 
caps all through the Old Testament. It is a title -a name- we can't ignore. There is treasure within this name 
Lord. Behind those four capital letters are four Hebrew letters: YHWH, in English it is the name Yahweh.  

God told Moses in Exodus 3:15 for them to call Him by His personal name, YHWH or Yahweh. The fact that 
God tells His people to call Him by His personal name is like a port in the storm. It is a gift - a treasure- a 
confirmation of the personal relationship He wants us to enjoy with Him. 

This same gift is what the Eunuch received in that chariot on that fateful day when Phillip led him to the 
Lord. It is the same life changing gift we received when we placed our trust in the Lord. It is the life 
changing treasure we want our VBS kids to find. Help them on this treasure quest, to find the Captain of 
their hearts, Jesus. 

 Site Welcome Skit: (Names in skit may be changed to fit the gender of the person playing the part) 

Skit for Treasure Quest 

Welcome aboard the Bill Bones Revenge! Captain Flint and his first mate Jimmy are eager to set 

sail! Captain Flint, a weather-worn and authoritative pirate introduced the kids to the parts of 

the ship. Jimmy, the first mate, is having stomach troubles from some bad food. When Jimmy 

falls over board, Captain Flint goes out of his way to save him.   

Captain Flint: Ahoy me land-lovin' mateys! Feel the wind on yer faces! And feast yer eyes on 

the beauty we pirates call the sea! Welcome aboard me ship, The Bill Bones Revenge! Are ye 

ready to make sail for lands ne'er explored by a living soul? I be Captain Flint and this be me 

fierce, rugged and battle tried first mate, Jimmy! 

Jimmy: (Jimmy goes to the side of the ship and gags) Aye! Welcome aboard! Sorry for me bad 

stomach but the sea be a tough task-master and she's givin' me a touch of the sickness! Course I 

did eat me-self a bushel of bad apples! Oy, but you can't be too choosy when you be sailin' the 

seven seas! (Jimmy gags over the side). 

Captain Flint: (leans down to the kids) Don't be mindin' him me land lovers! While he be a 

fearsome pirate he has the stomach of wee babe! 

Jimmy: Aye, 'tis true!  

Captain Flint: Now pay attention laddies if ye want to be knowin' how to run a proper ship! 

(Captain Flint turns to the sides and yells) All hands on deck! Weigh anchor! Hoist the sails! 

Brace the foreyard! We be on a quest for buried treasure! Ah har! (Captain Flint mans the helm). 

Now, before I be allowin' you to sail on me prized vessel, you all must answer me this! (direct at 
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the whole group) You sailors! Do you have the courage and fortitude to follow orders and stay 

true in the face of danger and almost certain death? (wait for reply) Aye! Good!  

Jimmy: Captain, I think these young buccaneers would like to know the different parts of ol' Bill 

Bones Revenge. 

Captain Flint: Aye, you be right me first mate! (turns to the kids) Alrighty sailors, this be the 

helm. (places his hands on the helm). I, as Captain, am in charge of keepin' this fine ship on 

course with what e'er our heading may be! Look to the skies and ye'll see the crow's nest, where 

the look-out be watching for trouble lerkin' in these waters.  

Jimmy: The galley is below the deck, where we go to get a bite to eat, when we get the mind to! 

I don't be recommendin' the apples! (goes to the side again to wretch) 

Captain Flint: If ye be hearin' me yell "starboard," I be referrin' to the right side of this ship. If 

ye be hearin' me yell "port," I be referrin' to the left side of the ship. Savvy? 

Just at this time Jimmy proceeds to fall over the side of the ship into the water! 

Jimmy: Shiver me timbers, Captain! I be overboard! 

Captain Flint: Now don't be frettin' about poor 'ol Jimmy. (laughs) He falls adrift at least once a 

week. See here, he be havin' his own life ring for just an occasion! (throws the ring over the side) 

Jimmy, grab hold and I'll hoist ya up! 

Jimmy: (now back on deck) Ah, many thanks Captain! You saved me life time and again, like 

when ya first picked me up on that forsaken island when it wasn't even on your course! 

Captain Flint: Aye, but there be a purpose to every journey taken, mate! Like the story, in the 

Bible, of Phillip, a good man o' God,  goin' out of his way to be meetin' a stranger. Both of their 

life's were changed by discoverin' the real treasure, not buried doubloons!  

Jimmy: Aye! I be knowin' that one! 

Captain Flint: Now mate, we must be gettin' back to the crew. These fair sailors would like to 

be hearin' that story now! (direct at the kids) Remember, keep a sharp eye! Arrrgh! 

Captain Flint and Jimmy walk off.  
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Bible Scripture: Acts 8:1-40 

King James Version (KJV) 

1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against 

the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of 

Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 

3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and 

women committed them to prison. 

4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word. 

5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. 

6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and 

seeing the miracles which he did. 

7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: 

and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 

8 And there was great joy in that city. 

9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and 

bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: 

10 To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power 

of God. 

11 And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries. 

12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the 

name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 

13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and 

wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done. 

14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of 

God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 

15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 

16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus.) 
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17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 

18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, 

he offered them money, 

19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy 

Ghost. 

20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of 

God may be purchased with money. 

21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 

22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart 

may be forgiven thee. 

23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 

24 Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the LORD for me, that none of these things which 

ye have spoken come upon me. 

25 And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, 

and preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans. 

26 And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the 

way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. 

27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under 

Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to 

Jerusalem for to worship, 

28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. 

29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 

30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest 

thou what thou readest? 

31 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he 

would come up and sit with him. 

32 The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and 

like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: 

33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his 

life is taken from the earth. 
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34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of 

himself, or of some other man? 

35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 

36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here 

is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 

37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, 

I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both 

Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 

39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that 

the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 

40 But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came 

to Caesarea. 

* (Ways to Present Bible Stories) It is a blessing to be able to teach. To be an effective teacher you must 
pray, plan, and prepare. Please don't just read the lesson, be a good storyteller! It is always great to have 
fun when you teach. Use your Bible as you teach. It is important that children see you using the Word of 
God. 

1. Open Bible: Open your Bible and tell the story from memory.  
 
2. Sequence Strips: Prepare strips of the important points in the Bible story and display them as you tell 
the story. Then give them to the children to put in order as they tell you the story.  
 
3. Key Word Cards: Write key words from the story on one set of cards and definitions of the key words on 
another set. Begin by giving the key word cards to the kids before you tell it. Ask kids to stand when they 
hear you say the words. (Kids may also hold the cards over their heads.) Display the definitions and invite 
kids to match each definition with the key word it describes.  
 
4. Bible Visitor: Invite an adult or older teenager to dress as a Bible person and present the Bible story in 
the first person.  
 
5. Bible Visitor Interview: Invite an adult or older teenager to dress as a Bible person and present the 
Bible story in a question/answer interview form.  
 
6. Bible Story Illustrator: Invite someone with drawing skills to illustrate the Bible story as you tell the 
story. Encourage the person to draw pictures and words to help children see the events of the story that 
you will tell.  
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7. Travel Map: Laminate a Bible map that shows where Abraham traveled, David ran from Saul, Jesus 
performed miracles, or Paul traveled on his missionary journeys. As you tell the story, invite children to take 
turns using a dry erase marker to plot out the journey.  
 
8. Google Map: Use a laptop and internet service to go to BibleMap.org. Enter the Bible chapter and verse 
of the Bible story and show children the present-day location of the place mentioned in the Bible.  
 
9. Pantomime: Tell the story and girls and boys act it out.  
 
10. Go outside: Some stories lend themselves to “going outside.”  
  
11. Puppets: Give out supplies for kids to make puppets of each Bible person mentioned in the story. Then 
as you tell the story, children can act it out with their puppets.  
 
12. Scripture Search: Invite kids to find the Bible story in their Bibles. Tell the first portion of the story, and 
then ask the children to find the next event in the story and give them the verses where it is recorded. Ask 
one child to tell you what happened. Tell the next event and then call on another child to tell what happened 
next. Continue through the story.  
 
13. Picture Timeline: Look for teaching pictures that show the various parts of the story. As you teach call 
attention to the pictures. Review the story by mixing up the pictures and inviting kids to place them in order.  
 
 14. News Story: Decide on one to five major events in the Bible story. Write each one as a headline at the 
top of a large sheet of paper. Tell the Bible story, being careful to include the words in each headline. 
Review the story by asking boys and girls to describe the each part of the story by writing it under the 
appropriate headline.  
 
15. Dress in Biblical Costumes: Gather biblical costumes for the children to wear. Assign parts to each 
child. Write out a script with speaking parts and give each child a copy.  
 
16. Bible Story Prop: Find an object that is mentioned in the Bible story, such as a pitcher, bread, sword, 
or small boat. Show the object and ask kids to listen for the way the object is used in the story.  
 

Bible Lesson:  Philip’s Divine Appointment with an Ethiopian Official: 

(Items needed: Bible, treasure map, cake mix, shampoo bottle) 

Many people are in search of great riches. Our pirates around here are dreaming of riches 
beyond compare. They have spent their lifetime in search of something bigger and better. 
Today I want to talk to you about a treasure that will change your life! 

If you found a treasure map (hold up map) you would set out on an adventure to do 
anything you could to find that treasure. You would study that map and if you didn't 
understand what it meant or how to read it you would ask someone to look it over with you 
because the map instructs us to the treasure. 
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(Have your cake mix and shampoo bottle where students can see them.) Why is it important 
to follow instructions?  (Allow answers.)  This cake mix has instructions on it.  It even has 
pictures to help us understand even better what we should do.  (Discuss several different 
outcomes by skipping certain instructions on the box.  Not turning on the oven-raw cake, 
using motor oil instead of cooking oil, etc.)  Even shampoo bottles have instructions on 
them.  What would happen if we lathered up our hair and didn’t rinse? 

In our daily life if we make a mistake and don’t follow a cake recipe correctly we may have 
to throw it away.  As believers if we don’t follow God’s instructions for our lives we miss out 
on something more important than eating a piece of cake.  We miss out on His treasure for 
us and the blessing we receive as a result of our obedience. 

How do we know what God’s treasure is? He gave us His map in the Bible.  We can know 
what we are supposed to do to please Him and we can know what doesn’t please Him.  We 
can know how to have eternal life by reading His Word.  We can also know what our 
purpose on this earth is by reading God’s Word and spending time with Him.   

The Bible is our treasure map for this life. If you and I have been saved by faith in Jesus’ 
death, burial and resurrection we have the gift of the Holy Spirit living in our hearts. He is 
our treasure. He guides us to many treasures if we learn to recognize His voice. He is like 
the ship's wheel. Listening to what the lord wants us to do and yielding our lives to him, he 
can gently steer us in the right direction as he continually extends us his mercy. 

If we are a believer and we choose not to spend time each day in the Bible and prayer we 
are ignoring the direction that leads us to untold treasure. As believers we belong to God 
and He has work for each one of His children to do.  Remind me what Jesus commanded 
each of His disciples to do before He returned to heaven?  (Go into all the world and make 
disciples.  Matthew 28:19-20) 

In order to be able to do God’s Work we need to be obedient to His voice and direction 
every day of our lives. We need to let him steer our course. His mercy is everlasting. 

Today we have an example of someone who let God steer his path and immediately he 
followed the direction set for him.   

Philip obeyed Jesus’ instructions and left Jerusalem and went to Samaria to preach the 
Good News. Crowds of people saw God’s power working through Philip and when they 
heard the Good News about Jesus they believed in Him. Because Philip obeyed Jesus’ 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028:19-20&version=NIV
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instructions many lives were changed in Samaria because they heard the Good News about 
Jesus and believed in Him. 

While in Samaria what did the angel of the Lord instruct Philip to do?  (Go south to the road-
the desert road-that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.)  Show a map of where Philip is 
and where the angel told him to go. 

Philip received the turn of the wheel in his life and didn’t hesitate to obey.  He immediately 
obeyed this message from God.  He didn’t ask questions or argue with God.  He didn’t tell 
God he would do it later, he went immediately where God told him to go. 

What is your response when God clearly maps out for you what to do?  Do you obey 
immediately or do you make excuses and delay your obedience to God’s instructions? 

It’s important to stop and think about how to recognize if God has clearly instructed you 
what to do.  Has there ever been a time when you know God clearly spoke to you and told 
you what to do?  (Allow students willing to share to answer.) Sometimes people think that 
God only spoke to the people in the Bible.  Maybe children might think that God only speaks 
to adults?  1 Samuel 3:1-18 shows us that God spoke to a young boy named Samuel.  At 
first Samuel didn’t know it was God.  When the priest Eli realized that it was God speaking 
to Samuel he told him what to do.  Samuel heard God’s voice at a young age.  God speaks 
to children today too. 

The first time we hear God’s voice, He is calling us to be saved from our sins.  He helps us 
to understand that we are sinners and that Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins.  He 
was buried and rose again so anyone who believes in Him can be forgiven and have eternal 
life. This is an example of God extending his mercy toward us. 

The moment a person believes in Jesus we become one of His sheep.  (John 10) A sheep 
will only follow the voice of their shepherd.  Jesus is the Good Shepherd of His sheep. 
“When He has brought out all His own, He goes ahead of them, and His sheep follow Him 
because they know His voice.  But they will never follow a stranger in fact, they will run from 
him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” John 10:4-5 

Believers become familiar with the Shepherd’s voice by spending time with Him every day 
reading His Word and talking with Him.  The more a believer spends time with Jesus the 
easier it is to recognize if He is giving us instructions or not. When we obey Jesus’ 
instructions He continues to guide us in the direction God has for us in our lives. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%203:1-18&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2010:4-5&version=NIV
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Philip obeyed God’s instructions immediately and began walking where the Lord mapped 
out for him to go.  As he traveled down the desert road he heard the rumbling of horses 
carrying a chariot coming in his direction. 

Sitting in that chariot was a man all the way from Ethiopia.  (Show Ethiopia the map) He was 
an important official (leader) in the land of Ethiopia.  He was a treasurer for Candace Queen 
of Ethiopia.  A treasurer is someone who takes care of money. This man had travelled all 
the way from Ethiopia to Jerusalem to worship God. This man was not yet a believer in 
Jesus but he was a man who was seeking God and wanted to be shown mercy.  To travel 
the distance he did to worship in Jerusalem shows he had a desire to know God and love 
Him. 

Did you know that everyone who comes to church has not been saved? Many people come 
to church just like this Ethiopian man.  They have a desire to know God and want to please 
Him and they come to church because that’s the place they hope to learn more about Him.  
Sometimes people come to church because they know it’s the right thing to do but they 
have never placed their faith in Jesus. 

While the Ethiopian is traveling in his chariot he is reading Scripture.  As he is traveling and 
reading the Holy Spirit gives Philip another instruction.  Let’s read what He says in Acts 
8:29.  In order to understand this instruction let’s act it out.  (Put two chairs in the center of 
where you are teaching.  Have a student sit in the chariot with a bible open in his/her lap.  
Have another student jog in place next to the chariot.) 

Imagine if today God told us to jog alongside of a bus to keep up with someone reading a 
passage of Scripture today.  How do you think we would have responded?  If God actually 
told us to do that we would definitely need to pray for strength to be able to run and keep 
up!  Maybe Philip did that as he ran alongside the chariot.  We don’t know because it’s not 
written in the Scriptures. 

Running alongside the chariot Philip heard the Ethiopian reading Isaiah out loud.  Do you 
ever read God’s Word out loud?  Sometimes if I am having a hard time focusing in my quiet 
time I read out loud.  It helps me to stay focused. As Philip hears this man reading God’s 
Word he has the wisdom to know the right thing to ask.  When we are obedient to God’s 
instructions He gives us wisdom to know what to say in our circumstances. Let’s see what 
Philip asks in Acts 8:30. 

Philip is such an exciting example as an obedient follower of Jesus!  Sharing the Good 
News is like knocking on doors of people’s hearts.  Sometimes God tells you to share with 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%208:29&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%208:29&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%208:30&version=NIV
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someone and they don’t even seem to hear what you said.  It’s like the door stayed closed 
and you are not able to lead that person to know Jesus as their personal Savior.  
Sometimes you share the Good News and the person says ‘I have wanted to know how to 
be saved but no one has told me how’.  That’s like a door that swings wide open for you to 
share the Good News and pray with that person to become a believer in Jesus! 

Philip's opportunity to share Jesus flies open when the Ethiopian says, “How can I 
understand unless someone explain it to me?” 

Let’s pause and see some of the possible answers that Philip could say.  He could have 
said, “There’s this apostle back in Jerusalem named Peter.  He is an incredible speaker and 
he is very knowledgeable about God’s Word.  You should go listen to him.”  Maybe he could 
have said, “I would love to share with you about that passage but I am hungry and tired from 
traveling this hot desert road.  Can you meet me tomorrow at this same time?” 

Thankfully, Philip was following his Captain's touch and obeyed His instructions.  He had 
wisdom to see that this man was truly seeking God.  When he was invited to sit in the 
chariot he immediately accepted. 

The passage the Ethiopian was reading from Isaiah was from chapter 53.  Have volunteers 
read Acts 8:32-33. 

The Ethiopian turns to Philip and says, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet Isaiah talking 
about, himself or someone else?” 

Again the door is wide open for Philip to continue to share the Good News with this man 
and he begins using this passage of Scriptures and told him the Good News about Jesus. 

Because Philip explained the Scriptures to this man he now understood.  He saw some 
water and said, “Why shouldn’t I be baptized?”  “Then Philip said, “If you believe with all 
your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God.” 

The Ethiopian gave orders for the chariot to stop.  He and Philip climbed out.  Philip took the 
Ethiopian man down to the water and baptized him. 

This Ethiopian man’s life was changed forever because he believed in the Lord Jesus 
through his reading of this treasure map, the Bible and his desire to know the mercy of God. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%208:32-33&version=NIV
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He felt the hand of God on the wheel of his heart and he now understood what God had 
written in Isaiah about Jesus.  He believed in Jesus and his sins were forgiven.  To show 
that he truly believed and was a believer in Jesus he was immediately baptized. 

This man had an important job working for Queen Candace in Ethiopia.  Because Philip was 
immediately obedient to God’s instructions he was returning to Ethiopia as a believer in 
Jesus. He was now the possessor of a real treasure. We have no idea how many more 
people’s lives would be changed in this country because of the Ethiopian's faith in Jesus. 
You see his life changed because he was willing to yield the helm of his life to Jesus. 

Review Questions: 

1. Where can a believer find God’s map for his/her life?  (The Bible) 
2. Who gave Philip a message to travel to Gaza?  (An angel of the Lord) 
3. What did Philip see when he was traveling on the desert road? (An Ethiopian riding in 

a chariot reading the Book of Isaiah) 
4. What was the Ethiopian’s job? (He was treasurer for the Queen) 
5. Who told Philip to stay near the chariot?  (The Holy Spirit) 
6. How did Philip help the Ethiopian man?  (He explained the Bible to him and how Jesus 

is the Promised Savior that was written about in Isaiah.) 
7. Why did the Ethiopian want to be baptized?  (He believed in the Lord Jesus.) 
8. Who took Philip away so the Ethiopian didn’t see him anymore?  (The Spirit) 

Why was it important for Philip help the Eunuch?  (The Ethiopian man may not have heard 
the Good News and been saved) 
 
 
 Invitation 
 
The invitation is an important part of VBS. Please be sure to give prior thought and prayer to 
this part of the lesson. For children who don’t attend church, this is an opportunity for them 
to hear about and accept Christ. 
Pray the Lord will use this time to plant and reap seeds of salvation. 
 
We’ve heard a very wonderful Bible story using the word of God to bring about a life 
changing experience for a man. I want you to think about the treasure you are seeking. Are 
you ready to let the Captain of your life be Jesus? Let Him take the helm and steer you in a 
life changing experience. Have you received the life changing treasure of Jesus Christ? 
Have you experienced His mercy? Jesus is God's Son who was given as a treasure to us. 
Our VBS slogan is “God is good.” Because He extends His mercy to you, you will find the 
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greatest treasure of all. Look to the cross and know that "God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth on Him shall not perish but have 
everlasting life." If you would like to find out how to ask God for forgiveness and know him 
as Savior please stay behind and speak to one of your teachers. We would like to help you 
because the only life changing treasure is God. 
 
At this time close in prayer and afterwards remind those interested in salvation to speak to 
one of the leaders.  
Admit - to God that you are a sinner and need Him (Romans 3:23 -"For all have sinned 

and come short of the glory of God".) 
 

Believe  -that Jesus died and rose again for you. Trust Him to save you. (Acts 16:31 -

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.") 
 

Call - on Jesus to save you (Romans 10:13 "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.") 

 Life Line Verse: "By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, and honor and life." 
Proverbs 22:4 

Key Verse Activity: (Hoist the sail, hoist the sail, yo ho hoist the sail!) 
Display the verse in a prominent place in your site on a sign so that all the children can see it. Be creative 
and display it on a sail or around the ship's helm. Ask everyone to read the verse together and discuss how 
it relates to the Bible story. Make some outlined patterns of people. Attach a piece of yarn and Velcro to a 
fishing pole or stick. Attach the other part of the Velcro to the people patterns. Write a word from the 
memory verse on each person. Place the patterns face down, Velcro up in a small pool. Have the children 
take turns casting the lifeline attempting a rescue. Once all the pattern people have been caught assemble 
the Bible verse in order. 
 
The following is a list of other suggestions for how to help students memorize a verse during class. 
Whatever methods you choose to use, always leave enough time for your class to repeat the verse at least 
6 times. Say it in groups.  Say it as individuals.  Learn it.  Explain it.  And yes, memorize it.  You can make 
this part more interesting with several strategies below.  Some are very simple and require no preparation.  
Others are slightly more involved. Please coordinate with other sites so that everyone is not using the same 
method. 

Grouping 

Simply by getting different ‘groups’ within the class to repeat the verse with other people in their group, you 
will be able to do rote repetition more effectively.  Group the class by boys, girls, those with blue eyes, 
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brown eyes, older sisters, younger brothers, colored socks, etc. etc. Of course, don’t forget to ask for 
individual volunteers who have already memorized it. 

Speed or Volume 

Some children are actually better at remembering a verse if you get them to repeat it as fast  as they can. 
Give it a try, if only for the sake of variety!  Try to repeat the verse in a whisper or in loud voices. 

Write it  

As simple as it sounds, simply have your students write the verse on their own paper.  After practicing 
together a few times, ask the students to write as much as they can from memory without looking at the 
original.  Then reveal the white board to the class again to correct their mistakes.  Writing a word uses a 
new thinking process other than the verbal exercises.  Also consider asking one of your students before 
class to write the verse on the board for you.  

 

 

Sticky Note Scramble  

Write each word of the verse on a 3M Post It note and paste them to the white board in their correct order.   
a. Pull the words off the board and have a student re-assemble the words in their correct order.   
b. Alternatively, you could randomly hand out the sticky notes, each paper to a random student.  Ask “Will 
the person with the next word in the verse please come to the board and place the word on the board?”  Or 
say “Everyone please place your sticky note on your shirt, come to the front of the class and form a line 
with the words in correct order.” 
c. Start (or resume) with the full verse on the board.  Eliminate the words, one or two at a time, and recite 
the verse each time until all the words are gone.  Let a student decide which word(s) to eliminate by 
eliminating a word that contains the first letter of the student’s name.  e.g. Jenny would eliminate all words 
that contain the letter “J”. 

“Eye Exam” the verse 

Write the memory verse about 6 or 7 times on poster board or large pieces of paper. However, each time 
you write, gradually make the words smaller. The words on your last card should be as small as you can 
possibly write them.   

Show your first card (Biggest words) to your group, and have them say the verse. Then simply work your 
way through to the last card - children repeating the words each time. As you get to the smaller words, start 
to compliment the group on their eyesight. Act amazed when they manage to "read" your last card. Then 
say "I think you are trying to fool me. I don't believe you can really read this last card. I think you have 
memorized the verse. I think you can repeat the verse without any card at all" - And they will!  

Invisible Writing 
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Write the verse with a white crayon on white cardboard or paper. Get volunteers to gradually paint over the 
cardboard with red food coloring. The words will then ‘magically’ appear as the food coloring adheres to the 
crayon. This is a good way to teach verses concerning the blood of Jesus 

Wheel of Fortune - Guess the letter. 

This is another popular method, but it does take a little longer than most other ways. Write out your verse 
by putting “blanks” for letters e.g. 
 _ _ _    _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _  _ _ _ _  Luke 19.10.      

The idea is for the children to guess the correct letters that make up this verse. As they do so, fill in the 
blanks. 

There are two ways of using this method. 

Competing teams (e.g. boys v. girls). One person from each team guesses a letter in turn. If team 1, for 
example, guesses ‘n’, and there are three n’s, they get three points. If team 2 guesses ‘e’, and there are six 
e’s, they get six points etc. The team with the most points when the verse is complete is the winner.   

The class competes against ‘teacher’. Explain that if they guess a letter and it is not in the verse, you get a 
tick. If you get four ticks before the verse is completed, you win. 

Mirror image 

Write the verse backwards, so that you could only read it properly by looking at it through a mirror. (Ensure 
that the individual letters are written 'the wrong way round'). Get the children to try and read the verse. In 
my experience, most children do not have any trouble doing this. 

Decipher Codes 

Perhaps appropriate more with a small group of students at table instead of a large audience only in chairs, 
decipher codes can be used for students to “solve” the verse and write it correctly. 

a. Extra letters.  Write the verse on the whiteboard adding two extra letters between the words. Leave no 
gaps. Here is an example: 

ThegxsonkbofswmanqkcamerptoooseekzjandfrtouwsavexrthegglostaaLukejy19.hh10. 

b. Jumbled letters.  Jumble up the letters of each word. Example:- 

“het sno fo mna acme ot eeks dna ot aves het tlos.” Lkeu 19.10. 

c. Substitutions - Write the verse with a number of deliberate mistakes. See if the children can spot them 
all .e.g. The brother of God arrived to find and shave the poor.  Matthew Chapter ninety verse eleven.  
(Luke 19.10. - Mistakes underlined). 

http://www.gospelhall.org/bible/bible.php?passage=Luke%2019.10.
http://www.gospelhall.org/bible/bible.php?passage=Luke%2019.10.
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d. Use Spoonerisms- to add humor to the presentation. (for eg- "the speed of light becomes - the leed of 
spite" or "go and shake a tower" ...go and take a shower.   

“The mon of san is some to ceek and to save that lich was whast.”  Luke 19:10 

“Drop Out” Game 

Arrange the students in a circle.  Randomly choose a student to start the game by saying only the first word 
of the verse.  The student to the left says the second word. The next student says the third word and so 
on.  No hesitating is allowed. If a child cannot say the next word, they “drop out”. Once the verse is 
complete, get them to do it again, only faster!  Alternatively, you could make the make the game a team 
effort by saying the verse perfectly as a group two or three times in order to receive a reward or earn “best 
time” status (using a stopwatch). 

Sing It 

Invent a tune to carry the words in the student’s mind.  Choose a sing-song tune such as “wheels on the 
bus” or “Peter peter, pumpkin eater” or better yet invent your own.  Remember, the goal is not to become 
the next Mozart, but to teach the words of the verse.  Putting words to a tune is an extremely powerful 
memorizing technique for children. 

 
Learning Activity #1: For an activity for students in class, have them make their own wordless books.  
Provide yellow, black, red, white and green pieces of construction paper or cardstock.  Another option 
would be to make bracelets with the yellow, black, red, clear and green beads.  As the students make the 
book/bracelet discuss what each color represents.  When completed have students pair up and share the 
wordless book with each other as a way to practice sharing the Good News. 

Learning Activity #2: Bible Skit 

This Bible skit can be used in a class setting reading from the script or as a full skit in front of an audience 
with costumes and props. Use it to supplement your lesson or as a fun way to review this story in children’s 
church. 

Suggested props would be: road, sign saying “Gaza”, sign saying “Azotus”, chariot, water, scroll. 
Characters: Angel of the Lord, Narrator, Philip, Ethiopian 
The children are to act it out as it people are saying their lines in the script. The narrator gives direction 
when the characters aren’t speaking. 
———————————————————————————————————– 
Angel of the Lord (to Philip): Get up and go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza. 
Narrator: So Philip got up and went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had come to Jerusalem to worship, and he 
was returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
Angel of the Lord: Go up and join this chariot. 
Narrator: Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet 

http://www.gospelhall.org/bible/bible.php?passage=Luke%2019:10
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Philip: Do you understand what you are reading? 
Ethiopian: Well, how could I, unless someone guides me? Why don’t you come up and sit with me? 
Narrator: Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was this: 
“He was led as a sheep to slaughter; 
And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
So He does not open His mouth. 
“In humiliation His judgment was taken away; 
Who will relate His generation? 
For His life is removed from the earth.” 
Ethiopian: Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say this? Of himself or of someone else? 
Narrator: Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him. As they 
went along the road they came to some water 
Ethiopian: Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized? 
Philip: If you believe with all your heart, you may. 
Ethiopian: I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Chariot – Stop! 
Narrator: They both went down into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him. When 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw 
him, but went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he kept 
preaching the gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea. 
 
 

Ship Rec. Games: 
 

Treasure Game 
Divide you group into pirate teams. Cut circles from cardboard and wrap each circle in 
aluminum foil to represent coins. Hide the coins in an area outside. To begin the game, 
announce that another group of pirates snuck onto the ship and have stolen all of the 
treasure (let students know how much treasure is missing – 10, 11, 12, coins, etc...). 
Everyone must all look for and rescue the treasure .Have a treasure chest for each team 
to place the coins in. The team who finds all their coins first wins. You could also use 
gold painted rocks or actual pennies. The winning team could bring the  pennies for the 
penny march the next day! 
 
Changing You Tag 
Give a spray bottle of water to "mist" the crew to two people. Choose one of the crew to 
wear an eye patch and be the pirate "free-er".  Explain that when they hear the ship's bell 
they can run around in the designated area If they get sprayed they have to freeze in 
place. If the pirate touches them they are free to run again. 
 
Sound the ship's bell and play several rounds of the game taking turns to be the 
"misters" and the "free-er". 
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Cannon Ball Toss 
Tie a piñata up for kids to take aim. Have students take turns throwing balls at the piñata 
until it breaks & the candy treasure falls to the ground for all to gather up & enjoy. 

 
Capture the Jolly Roger: 

Another traditional game, Capture the (Pirate) Flag is great for your group! Divide your 

pirates into two teams, each with their own flag and own "island." Pirates then hide their 

pirate flag somewhere on their island. Goal is to find the opposing flag and bring on to your 

team's island. If one pirate carrying the flag is tagged by an opposing pirate, he is sent to a 

designated deserted island where a friendly tag from his own teammates rescues him. First 

team to get the opposing team's flag onto their own island wins. 

Bail Out the Boat! 

Your pirate ship is sinking! Bail it out by having the pirates scoop cupfuls of water from the 

boat and run to an empty container to dump the water. First pirate to fill up his own 

container with water wins the game. Use  a decorated ice chest for the "boat" and tin cups 

from camping sets for the cups. 

Swab the Deck 
You can use mops, brooms and beach balls for this pirate party game. Using the mop or 
broom, the kids sweep the balls from the starting line, around a treasure chest marker and 
back to the beginning. Tennis balls, wiffle balls, ping pong balls, and golf balls can also be 
used. A fun individual or team pirate game! The balls tend to fly all over the place. 
 
 

 
Pirate Vocabulary 
In which ye'll find words submitted by many pirates o'er the years, an' which comprise a loose piratical 
dictionary. 

 Ahoy: Hey! 

 Avast: Stop! 

 Aye: Yes 

 Black spot: to be 'placin' the black spot' be markin' someone for death. 

 Booty: treasure 

 Buccaneer: a pirate who be answerin' to no man. 

 By the Powers!: an exclamation, uttered by Long John Silver in Treasure Island! 

http://www.orientaltrading.com/bpentry?searchTerm=pinata
http://voices.yahoo.com/topic/43045/ping_pong.html
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 Cat o' nine tails: whip for floggin' mutineers 

 Davy Jones' Locker: the bottom o' the sea, where the souls of dead men lie 

 Doubloons: pieces of gold... 

 Gentlemen o' fortune: a slightly more positive term fer pirates! 

 Go on the account: to embark on a piratical cruise 

 Jack: a flag or a sailor 

 Jolly Roger: the skull and crossbones, the pirate flag! 

 Keelhaul: a truly vicious punishment where a scurvy dog be tied to a rope and dragged along 
the barnacle-encrusted bottom of a ship. They not be survivin' this. 

 Landlubber: "Land-lover," someone not used to life onboard a ship. 

 Lass: A woman. 

 Lily-livered: faint o' heart 

 Matey: A shipmate or a friend. 

 Me hearty: a friend or shipmate. 

 Me: My. 

 Pieces o' eight: pieces o' silver which can be cut into eights to be givin' small change. 

 Privateer: a pirate officially sanctioned by a national power 

 Scallywag:  A scoundrel. 

 Scurvy dog!: a fine insult! 

 Shiver me timbers!: an exclamation of surprise, to be shouted most loud. 

 Sprogs: raw, untrained recruits 

 Squadron: a group of ten or less warships 

 Squiffy: a buffoon 

 Swaggy: a scurvy cur's ship what ye be intendin' to loot! 

 Swashbucklin': fightin' and carousin' on the high seas! 

 Sweet trade: the career of piracy 

 Thar: The opposite of "here." 

 Walk the plank: this one be obvious.. 

 Wi' a wannion: wi' a curse, or wi' a vengeance. Boldly, loudly! 

 Yo-ho-ho: Pirate laughter 

 




