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Treasure Quest -Ahoy! Climb aboard the Galley Ship, ready to speed through the sea of God's 

Word. Chart your course and let the Captain take the helm. 

Hoist Ye Sails Decorating: The Galley Ship site resembles the deck of the 

ship. Be sure to cover the wall with an ocean scene. Build a large mast with a 

painted carpet roll and use sheets to make the sails. When you set barrels and 

ropes and netting along the railing, the crew will be ready to swab the deck. 

Cannons can be made out of trash cans that are actually air cannons and the 

cannons really work! Google: Air Cannons from Trash Cans... their cool! 

Galley Ship Background Information: (from Wikipedia) 

A galley is a type of ship propelled by rowers that originated in the Mediterranean region 
and was used for warfare, trade and piracy from the first millennium BC. Galleys dominated 
naval warfare in the Mediterranean Sea from the 8th century BC until development of 
advanced sailing warships in the 17th century.  

 

Bible point: God is good when you are seeking answers. 

Monument piece: Mercy 

Pirate Piece - Ship's wheel - The ship's wheel changes the ship's direction. With just a small 

movement on the wheel a big ship can turn in a different direction. God's treasure is life changing to us. 
The cross stands as our helm and when we turn to the cross, the course of our life will change. God 
forgives us of our sins by showing us his everlasting mercy. 

Pirate Hook: (Teacher Devotion a paraphrase of Tim Wesman) 

A scene in Pirates of the Caribbean has Commodore Norrington shoving up Jack Sparrow's sleeve to find 
the tattoo that marks Jack as a pirate. As Norrington slides the sleeve up even farther, he sees that there is 
a second tattoo that shows a bird flying over the ocean. This exposes Jack's true identity. Captain 
Norrington says, "Well, well, Jack Sparrow isn't it?" Polite but defiant Jack responds "Captain Jack Sparrow 
if you please." 

Captain Jack Sparrow obviously relishes the title Captain. What title do you use? Mister, Missus, Miss, 
Doctor, Mom, Dad, Punkin Doodle? Jack obviously didn't want to be stripped of his title even though he no 
longer was in charge of the Black Pearl. It connected his past to his hope for the future. 

In our Bible story today, we will discuss a man who comes to know the Lord. The word Lord is set in small 
caps all through the Old Testament. It is a title -a name- we can't ignore. There is treasure within this name 
Lord. Behind those four capital letters are four Hebrew letters: YHWH, in English it is the name Yahweh.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watercraft_rowing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Basin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warfare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_warfare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Sea
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God told Moses in Exodus 3:15 for them to call Him by His personal name, YHWH or Yahweh. The fact that 
God tells His people to call Him by His personal name is like a port in the storm. It is a gift - a treasure- a 
confirmation of the personal relationship He wants us to enjoy with Him. 

This same gift is what the Eunuch received in that chariot on that fateful day when Phillip led him to the 
Lord. It is the same life changing gift we received when we placed our trust in the Lord. It is the life 
changing treasure we want our VBS kids to find. Help them on this treasure quest, to find the Captain of 
their hearts, Jesus. 

 Site Welcome Skit: (Names in skit may be changed to fit the gender of the person playing the part) 

(Pirate Jill walks in with a coiled knotted rope slung over his shoulder and the ends of the rope in his hands. 
Walks directly into Pirate Ann) 

Jill: Aye! Wanna help me tie some knots? 

Ann: Knots? What's that all about? 

Jill: I'm practicing tying knots! I might be able to win the Pirate rope tying competition if I can tie great knots. 
The winner gets a chest of treasure!  That treasure could change my life! 

Ann: Well I'm not a knot tying expert but I could try.  

(They chatter about knots while Jill continues to become more and more entangled in the rope) 

Jill: You see there are all kinds of knots! A sailor’s knot, which looks like this... but I'm not sure. The Anchor 
bend, ... I think looks like this. (By now she should be really tied up and have trouble moving.) Whoa! I'm all 
tangled up here! 

Ann: How are you going to get untied?  

Jill: Oh no I've ruined my chances of winning that life changing treasure. I'll never win when me mates see 
me all tied up like this! 

Ann: You don't need a treasure chest to have your life changed Pirate Jill. Today we'll learn that God's 
treasure is life changing. 

Jill: Really? I don't get it! 

Ann: (Holding up a Bible) The truths in the Bible can totally change your life, especially the part about 
Jesus and how He loves you so much that He gives you His everlasting mercy. 

Jill: That sounds way easier than knot-tying! 

Ann: You go get some help with that rope and I'll tell these adventurers about our life changing Bible Story!                                                                
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Bible Scripture: Acts 8:1-40 (KJV) 

1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against 

the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of 

Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 

3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and 

women committed them to prison. 

4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word. 

5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. 

6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and 

seeing the miracles which he did. 

7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: 

and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 

8 And there was great joy in that city. 

9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and 

bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: 

10 To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power 

of God. 

11 And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries. 

12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the 

name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 

13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and 

wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done. 

14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of 

God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 

15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 
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16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus.) 

17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 

18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, 

he offered them money, 

19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy 

Ghost. 

20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of 

God may be purchased with money. 

21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 

22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart 

may be forgiven thee. 

23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 

24 Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the LORD for me, that none of these things which 

ye have spoken come upon me. 

25 And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, 

and preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans. 

26 And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the 

way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. 

27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under 

Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to 

Jerusalem for to worship, 

28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. 

29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 

30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest 

thou what thou readest? 

31 And he said "how can I, except some man should guide me?" And he desired Philip that he 

would come up and sit with him. 

32 The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and 

like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: 
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33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his 

life is taken from the earth. 

34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of 

himself, or of some other man? 

35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 

36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here 

is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 

37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, 

I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both 

Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 

39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that 

the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 

40 But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came 

to Caesarea. 

* (Ways to Present Bible Stories) It is a blessing to be able to teach. To be an effective teacher you must 
pray, plan, and prepare. Please don't just read the lesson, be a good storyteller! It is always great to have 
fun when you teach. Use your Bible as you teach. It is important that children see you using the Word of 
God. 

1. Open Bible: Open your Bible and tell the story from memory.  
 
2. Bible Visitor: Invite an adult or older teenager to dress as a Bible person and present the Bible story in 
the first person.  
 
3. Bible Story Illustrator: Invite someone with drawing skills to illustrate the Bible story as you tell the 
story. Encourage the person to draw pictures and words to help children see the events of the story that 
you will tell.  
 
4. Pantomime: Tell the story and girls and boys act it out.  
 
 5. Puppets: Give out supplies for kids to make puppets of each Bible person mentioned in the story. Then 
as you tell the story, children can act it out with their puppets.  
.  
6. Dress in Biblical Costumes: Gather biblical costumes for the children to wear. Assign parts to each 
child.  
 
7. Bible Story Prop: Find an object that is mentioned in the Bible story, such as a pitcher, bread, sword, or 
small boat. Show the object and ask kids to listen for the way the object is used in the story.  
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Bible Story: Phillip & the Ethiopian 

(Please adapt your lesson to fit each of the age groups of preschoolers. The following is the 
general story, use any mode of storytelling that will hold preschoolers attention) 

Today we'll hear about a man who learned about Jesus for the very first time. His life was 
totally different after that. We'll learn that God's treasure is life changing! 

(Items needed: Bible, treasure map, cake mix, shampoo bottle) 

Many people are in search of great riches. Our pirates around here are dreaming of riches 
beyond compare. They have spent their lifetime in search of something bigger and better. 
Today I want to talk to you about a treasure that will change your life! 

If you found a treasure map (hold up map) you would set out on an adventure to do 
anything you could to find that treasure. You would study that map and if you didn't 
understand what it meant or how to read it you would ask someone to look it over with you 
because the map instructs us to the treasure. 

(Have your cake mix and shampoo bottle where students can see them.) Why is it important 
to follow instructions?  This cake mix has instructions on it.  It even has pictures to help us 
understand even better what we should do.  (Discuss several different outcomes by 
skipping certain instructions on the box.  Not turning on the oven-raw cake, using motor oil 
instead of cooking oil, etc.)  Even shampoo bottles have instructions on them.  What would 
happen if we lathered up our hair and didn’t rinse? 

In our daily life if we make a mistake and don’t follow a cake recipe correctly we may have 
to throw it away.  As believers if we don’t follow God’s instructions for our lives we miss out 
on something more important than eating a piece of cake.  We miss out on His treasure for 
us and the blessing we receive as a result of our obedience. 

The Bible is our treasure map for this life. 

Philip is a man who obeyed Jesus’ instructions and left where he was and went all around 
preaching the Good News. Crowds of people saw God’s power working through Philip and 
when they heard the Good News about Jesus they believed in Him. Because Philip obeyed 
Jesus’ instructions many lives were changed because they heard the Good News about 
Jesus and believed in Him. 
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While in Samaria the angel of the Lord told Philip to go south to certain road that was a long 
way from where Philip was.  

Philip received instructions and didn’t hesitate to obey.   

Philip obeyed God’s instructions immediately, even though he had to travel a long way. He 
began walking where the Lord mapped out for him to go.  As he traveled down the desert 
road he heard the rumbling of horses carrying a chariot coming in his direction. 

Sitting in that chariot was a man all the way from Ethiopia. He was an important leader in 
the land of Ethiopia.  He was a treasurer for a queen.  A treasurer is someone who takes 
care of money. This man had travelled all the way from Ethiopia to Jerusalem to worship 
God. This man was not yet a believer in Jesus, but he was a man who was seeking God 
and wanted to do what pleased Him.  To travel the distance, he did to worship in Jerusalem 
shows he had a desire to know God and love Him. 

While the Ethiopian is traveling in his chariot, he is reading Scripture.  As he is traveling and 
reading, the Holy Spirit gives Philip another instruction.  Let’s act it out.  (Put two chairs in 
the center of where you are teaching.  Have a student sit in the chariot with a bible open in 
his/her lap.  Have another student jog in place next to the chariot.) 

Imagine if today God told us to jog alongside of a bus to keep up with someone reading a 
passage of Scripture today.  How do you think we would have responded?  If God actually 
told us to do that, we would definitely need to pray for strength to be able to run and keep 
up!  Maybe Philip did that as he ran alongside the chariot.  We don’t know because it’s not 
written in the Scriptures. 

Running alongside the chariot Philip heard the Ethiopian reading Isaiah out loud.  As Philip 
hears this man reading God’s Word he has the wisdom to know the right thing to ask.  

Philip is such an exciting example as a follower of Jesus!  Sharing the Good News is like 
knocking on doors of people’s hearts.  Philip's opportunity to share Jesus flies open when  

Thankfully, Philip was following his Shepherd and obeyed His instructions.  He had wisdom 
to see that this man was truly seeking God.  When he was invited to sit in the chariot he 
immediately accepted. 
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The Ethiopian turns to Philip and says, “Tell me, please, who these words are talking 
about?" 

Again, the door is wide open for Philip to continue to share the Good News of Jesus with 
this man. 

Because Philip explained the Bible to this man he now understood.  He saw some water 
and said, “Why shouldn’t I be baptized?”  “Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your 
heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 

The Ethiopian gave orders for the chariot to stop.  He and Philip climbed out.  Philip took the 
Ethiopian man down to the water and baptized him. 

This Ethiopian man’s life was changed forever because he believed in the Lord Jesus 
through his reading of this treasure map, the Bible.   

 Key Verse: "By humility, and the fear of the Lord, are riches, and honor, and life." Proverbs 
22:4 

Key Verse Activity: (Hoist the sail, hoist the sail, yo ho hoist the sail!) 
Display the verse in a prominent place in your site on a sign so that all the children can see it. Be creative 
and display it on a sail or around the ship's helm. Ask everyone to repeat the verse together. Pass around a 
pirate hat to music, when the music stops, say the verse.  
 
Sing It 
Invent a tune to carry the words in the student’s mind.  Choose a sing-song tune such as “wheels on the 
bus” or “Peter peter, pumpkin eater” or better yet invent your own.  Remember, the goal is not to become 
the next Mozart, but to teach the words of the verse.  Putting words to a tune is an extremely powerful 
memorizing technique for children. 
 
Optional Learning Activity: Bible Skit 

This Bible skit can be used to tell the story. 

Suggested props would be a road, sign saying “Gaza”, sign saying “Azotus”, chariot, water, scroll. 
Characters: Angel of the Lord, Narrator, Philip, Ethiopian 
———————————————————————————————————– 
Angel of the Lord (to Philip): Get up and go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza. 
Narrator: So Philip got up and went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had come to Jerusalem to worship, and he 
was returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
Angel of the Lord: Go up and join this chariot. 
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Narrator: Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet 
Philip: Do you understand what you are reading? 
Ethiopian: Well, how could I, unless someone guides me? Why don’t you come up and sit with me? 
Narrator: Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was this: 
“He was led as a sheep to slaughter; 
And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
So He does not open His mouth. 
“In humiliation His judgment was taken away; 
Who will relate His generation? 
For His life is removed from the earth.” 
Ethiopian: Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say this? Of himself or of someone else? 
Narrator: Philip opened his mouth and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him. As they 
went along the road, they came to some water. 
Ethiopian: Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized? 
Philip: If you believe with all your heart, you may. 
Ethiopian: I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Chariot – Stop! 
Narrator: They both went down into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him. When 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw 
him, but went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he kept 
preaching the gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea. 
 

Finger Plays, Activities and Songs: 
(Tune of Row, Row, Row) 
Rock, rock, rock, the boat (rock back and forth) 
Let's all get onboard. (Take one big step forward) 
We here today to sing and play (Wave hand in air) 
And learn about the Lord (Point up) 
 
Jesus loves me 
Jesus loves me this I know  
For the Bible tells me so 
Little ones to Him belong 
They are weak but He is strong 
 
I'm a pirate that I be 
I sail me ship upon the sea 
I stay up till half past three 
And that's a peg leg below my knee 
 
Pirates (make up motions} 
5 Pirates heading out to shore  
One Jumped overboard  
And now there are 4  
   
4 Pirates heading out to sea  
One stole all the Captain’s gold  
And now there are 3  

Yes, Jesus loves me 
Yes, Jesus loves me 
Yes, Jesus loves me 

The Bible tells me so 

Jesus love pirates 
Yo ho ho ly pirates 
Jesus loves pirates 

I know that He loves me! 
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3 Pirates with not a lot to do  
One was made to walk the plank  
And now there are 2  
   
2 Pirates having lots of fun  
One drank all the first mate’s juice  
And now there is 1  
   
1 Pirate sitting in the sun  
He decides to abandon ship  
And now there are none 

 
 
IF YOU'RE A PIRATE AND YOU KNOW IT 
If you're a pirate and you know it, swab the deck 
(swish, swish) 
If you're a pirate and you know it, swab the deck 
(swish, swish) 
If you're a pirate and you know it, 
Then you're hook will surely show it 
If you're a pirate and you know it, swab the deck 
(swish, swish) 
 
If you're a pirate and you know it, walk the plank...(splash, splash) 
If you're a pirate and you know it, say SHIPS AHOY...SHIPS AHOY 
If you're a pirate and you know it, do all three...(swish, swish, splash ,splash, SHIPS AHOY!) 
 
Teach the kids some pirate words like  

Ahoy: Hey!      

Avast: Stop! 

Aye: Yes 

Booty: treasure 

        Jack: a flag or a sailor 

        Jolly Roger: the skull and crossbones, the pirate flag! 

        Landlubber: "Land-lover," someone not used to life onboard a ship. 

 

Game: The Pirate Says (play like Simon says and give different directions for them to follow 
like: show me your hook, stand on your peg leg, cover your eye with a patch, etc...) 




