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 Under the Big Top_____                                                       
God is Good 
Monument Stone: Grace 
 
SPOTLIGHT 
Children will realize that God’s grace is abundant—it never runs out. 
 
GOD'S SPOTLIGHT 
Children will learn how God's grace is abundant through the Bible story 
about Daniel being saved from the lions.  
  
LIFE CHANGING SPOTLIGHT  
Children will recognize that God can supply them with an abundance of 
grace. 
 
KEY BIBLE VERSE 
“But grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ,”  
—II Peter 3:18 
Say the verse several times using simple hand signals to signify the words "grow", 
"knowledge," and "Jesus Christ." 
Take turns having the children whisper, sing, and shout the verse. 
 
Use an exercise to illustrate how God’s grace should grow in us. Consider singing 
the song “Read your Bible, pray every day, pray every day, pray every day. Read 
your Bible, pray every day and you’ll grow, grow, grow.  And you’ll grow, grow, 
grow.  And you’ll grow, grow, grow. Read your Bible, pray every day and you’ll 
grow, grow, grow” (Start crouched down low and slowly raise your body to a taller 
position.)  
 
BIBLE PASSAGE 
Daniel 6: 16-22—Daniel saved from the lions. The angel of the Lord shut the 
mouths of the lions.  
 
CIRCUS PERFORMERS 
Beverly (Bernard) the Brave and assistant, Omar:  Beverly and Omar are 
dressed in safari attire—khaki greens and browns. Props may include such 
items as a whip, stool, bucket, imitation meat, or a recording of lion sounds. 
 
 

WELCOME CIRCUS KIDS!______________________                                                                        
 
Beverly the Brave: Welcome to the lion’s cage, boys and girls! I’m Beverly the 
Brave and I train lions. This is my assistant Omar.  She makes sure that the lions 
don’t train me! 
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Omar: Are the lions behaving themselves today, Beverly? 
 
Beverly the Brave: Well, they seem to be roaring a little more loudly since our 
friends came into the room. Do you think they are hungry?  
           
Omar: No.  I fed them an hour ago. Maybe the lions sense that someone in the 
room is afraid of them. Is anyone afraid of lions? (Allow responses.) These animals 
do get hungry. Would you like to learn the proper technique to feed lions—just in 
case they get hungry? (Invite some children to learn various wild and ridiculous 
"meat" tosses, using beanbags and a basket. Or, use another creative 
"feeding-the-lion idea".) 
 
Beverly the Brave: Wow, I better be careful or you guys might take my job! 
 
Omar: You know Beverly, I’m not usually afraid of these lions because they are in 
cages, but sometimes I do get afraid. 
 
Beverly the Brave: What do you mean Omar? 
 
Omar: Sometimes, I am afraid that I might get lost and my parents won’t find me.  
Whenever I hear strange sounds at night, I get afraid. (hesitantly and whispering) 
Beverly, don't tell anyone, but I hide when I hear thunder. 
 
Beverly the Brave: Everyone in this room has been frightened, at one time or 
another. The devil likes for us to be scared and afraid.  But, Jesus doesn't want us 
to be afraid. Just remember that when we walk in the spotlight of God’s grace, He’ll 
take away all of your fears. 
 
(Both performers): It’s time to shine the spotlight on God’s grace!!!! 
(teach children chant): G-R-A-C-E God’s grace has set me free. 
                                        G-R-A-C-E God’s grace amazes me! 
 
Omar: That’s right friends! God's grace is here for everyone and there’s plenty of 
it!   
 
Beverly the Brave: I heard about a man in the Bible who faced hungry lions.  He 
wasn’t even a lion tamer.  He just loved God and God took care of him.  
 
Omar: Was his name Daniel?  
  
Beverly the Brave: Yes!  His name was Daniel.   
 
Omar: Daniel and the lion's den is my favorite lion story! Let's tell the boys and girls 
the real story about Daniel.  Here is my Bible.   
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Beverly the Brave: Listen closely.  I'm sure the lions will listen because it’s one of 
their favorite stories, too!   
 

 
 

FOCUS YOUR ATTENTION________________________                                                                                  
BIBLE STORY: Daniel saved from the lions. 
The story may be told by a third person dressed up as Daniel, or by Beverly and 
Omar. 
Open your Bible to Daniel as you tell the true story. Ask the children to help with the 
storytelling by doing the following motions: 

On the word "lions"— roar like a lion 

On the word "Daniel"—place both hands together as if praying 
          While Beverly the Brave tells the story, Omar leads the motions.  

 
Daniel (pause) was a follower of God. He loved God so much that he prayed to 
God every morning, noon, and night. Daniel (pause) lived in a far away country that 
was called Babylon. He worked for The King of Babylon.  The King liked Daniel 
(pause) because he was friendly and a very hard worker.  
 
Some jealous men also worked for the King. They didn’t like Daniel (pause) 
because the king had given him a special job.  The jealous men  wanted that 
special job. So they tried to think of ways they could get Daniel (pause) out of their 
way. 
 
The jealous men came up with a plan to trick the King. They had the king make a 
special rule.  People could not pray to God, but only worship the King! They knew 
that Daniel (pause) loved God so much that he would not stop praying and then 
Daniel (pause) would be in trouble! And do you know what would happen if anyone 
prayed to God? That’s right! They would be thrown into a den of lions (pause)! 
 
Those jealous men were right. Daniel (pause) continued to pray to God and he 
didn’t try to hide it. He was not afraid of the king’s rule. One day the jealous men 
saw Daniel (pause) through an open window and he was praying! The jealous men 
ran to tell the king about Daniel (pause) praying. 
 
The jealous men said, “You must throw him to the lions!” (pause) The King really 
liked Daniel, and this made him very sad.  
 
So, the king told Daniel (pause) that he hoped God would save him. The king had 
the guards throw Daniel (pause) to the lions (pause). The jealous men placed a 
huge rock at the opening of the den so Daniel (pause) couldn’t get out. 
 
The king couldn’t sleep that night because he was worried about Daniel (pause). 
He was so unhappy about throwing him in the den of lions (pause). 
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Daniel (pause) was alone in the cave with all those hungry lions (pause) starring at 
him. Do you know what he did? That’s right! He prayed and God sent His angel to 
shut the mouths of the lions (pause- cover mouths). 
 
The next morning the king ran to the den to see what had happened. 
When he saw Daniel (pause) he knew that God was real enough to save him. The 
king was happy and he made a new rule. Everyone must worship only God!  
 
Omar: Wow! Only God could keep those lions from eating Daniel! 
 
Beverly: That’s right, God is a better lion tamer than I am! God’s grace was more 
than enough to keep Daniel safe and His grace will be more than enough for us 
too! 

 
 

MORE CIRCUS FUN_____________________________ 
LION FINGER PLAY  
Mister Lion, please open your mouth up wide. 
     (Place palms of hands together. Keeping heels of hands together, slowly    
      pull apart fingers.) 
I want to see what you have inside.  
      (Place one hand over eyes) 
 
There’s a great big tongue,  
       (Touch tongue with fingertip.) 
And big white teeth,  
       (Tap teeth with finger.) 
Now, let’s see what you have underneath. 
       (Place one hand over eyes.) 
 
Lift your tongue and say a big “Aaaaah!”  
       (Raise one hand and point) 
It sure is dark here inside your jaw!  
       (Place palms of hands together. Slowly open beginning at wrists,  
        placing face close to opened hands.) 
 

 
WRAP UP_____________________________________                                                                                
Gather everyone in the circus ring for the closing. Teach the following circus 
cheer: Shout it out with enthusiasm. After the cheer, end with prayer.  
 
G-R-A-C-E   
God’s Grace has set me free!  
G-R-A-C-E    
God’s Grace amazes me! 

 




