Discovering the Storyline of the Bible: An Independent Study

September-December

TCC Church-Based Discipleship

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me-Jesus Christ.  John 5:39.

Facilitator: Pastor Travis

I. Rationale:  

This course exists to spread among all peoples a joyful love for Jesus Christ in all things for the glory of God by assisting TCC children’s discipleship leaders and others in their growth in knowledge and joyful appreciation of God through studying the overall framework of the Bible.

II. Course Objectives:  

· To attain a basic knowledge of the storyline of the Bible. 

· To gain a better understanding of how certain sections of the Bible fit into two overarching themes- kingdom and covenant.

· To learn how to use a visual aid to communicate this simple storyline to others, particularly children.
III. TCC’s Assumptions

We believe that the Bible, consisting of the sixty-six books of the Old and New

Testaments, is the infallible Word of God, verbally inspired by God, and without error in

the original manuscripts. We believe that God’s intentions, revealed in the Bible, are the supreme and final authority in testing all claims about what is true and what is right. In matters not addressed by the Bible, what is true and right is assessed by criteria consistent with the teachings of Scripture. We believe God’s intentions are revealed through the intentions of inspired human authors, even when the authors’ intention was to express divine meaning of which they were not fully aware, as, for example, in the case of some Old Testament prophecies. Thus the meaning of Biblical texts is a fixed historical reality, rooted in the historical, unchangeable intentions of its divine and human authors. However, while meaning does not change, the application of that meaning may change in various situations. Nevertheless it is not legitimate to infer a meaning from a Biblical text that is not demonstrably carried by the words that God inspired. Therefore, the process of discovering the intention of God in the Bible (which is its fullest meaning) is a humble and careful effort to find in the language of Scripture what the human authors intended to communicate. Limited abilities, traditional biases, personal sin, and cultural assumptions often obscure Biblical texts. Therefore the work of the Holy Spirit is essential for right understanding of the Bible, and prayer for His assistance belongs to a proper effort to understand and apply God’s Word.
IV. Course Expectations:  

1. Participants are expected to complete the following course readings: 

(a) Roberts, Vaughan. God’s Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline of the Bible. IVP, Downers Grove, IL 2002. (GBP)

(b) Williams, Michael D. Far as the Curse is Found: The Covenant Story of Redemption. P&R, Phillipsburg, NJ. (FCF)

(c) Brain, M., Malcolm, M.A., Malcolm, M.R. The Bible Overview. Mathias Media,                       Kingsford, Australia. 2001. (TBO)

(d) Selected sections of the Bible, ESV.

*All books are available at a discounted rate through TCC.  If the participant finishes the course, meeting all of the expectations in a timely manner TCC will reimburse the total cost of the texts in full-making all textbooks free of charge! 

2. Participants will choose the amount of questions provided from the short weekly readings they wish to answer each week and subsequently receive accountability from TCC in submitting weekly answers to these questions.

3. Participants will meet once a month on Thursday at 6:00PM for a small group facilitated by Pastor Travis in order to discuss the course readings and encourage one another.

4. By the end of the course, participants are expected to be able to communicate from memory the overall storyline of the Bible using a simple visual diagram.

V. Tentative Course Schedule 
	Date
	Book and Bible Readings
	Projects(Due Date) and Meeting Dates

	8/31
	TBO (all)
	Work on Chart Mem.

	9/7
	GBP (Intro-Ch 1)

ESV (Gen 1-2)
	Work on Chart Mem; Work on Chap 1 Ques.

	9/14
	GBP (Ch2-3); ESV (Gen 3,17; Gal 3)
	Chap 1 Ques.(9/21)

Discussion Meeting 1

	9/21
	GBP (Ch4); ESV (Ex. 19-20; 2 Sam 7)        
	Work on Chart Mem;

Chap 2-3 Ques(9/28)

	9/28
	GBP (Ch5-6); ESV (Hos 1-3; Lk 1-2)
	Chap 4 Ques(10/5)

	10/5
	GBP (Ch7-8); ESV (2 Cor 4; Rev 21-22)
	Work on Chart Mem; Chap 5-6 Ques(10/11)

	10/12


	FCF (Ch2); ESV (Ex 3-6)
	Chap 7-8 Ques(10/18)

	10/19
	FCF (Ch3); ESV (Jer 33; Hos 6)
	Work on Chart Mem; Chap 2 Ques(10/25)

	10/26
	FCF (Ch4); ESV (Gen 3)
	Chap 3 Ques (11/1)

Discussion Meeting 2

Chart Mem.



	11/2
	FCF (Ch5); ESV (Gen 6-8)
	Chap 4 Ques (11/8)

	11/9
	FCF (Ch6); ESV (Gen 12-15)
	Chap 5 Ques (11/15

	11/16
	FCF (Ch 7); ESV (Gen 16-35)
	Chap 6 Ques (11/22)

	11/23
	Be Thankful and Catch Up!!
	

	11/30
	FCF (Ch 8); ESV (Ex 19-24)
	Chap 7 Ques (12/6) Discussion Meeting 3

	12/7
	FCF (Ch 10); ESV (Jug 2; 1 Sam 8; 2 Sam 7)
	Chap 8 Ques (12/13)

	12/14
	FCF (Ch 11); ESV (Amos 1-5)
	


