Questions for Far As The Curse Is Found
Chapter 2
1. Read the passages that make the author feel the exodus was the high water mark of the faith of the OT saint (pg 22).  Why was the exodus repeatedly celebrated as the ground for Israel’s hope and therefore central to the OT faith?
2. Spend some time meditating on one of the texts revealing the events in Jesus’ life that show him as the typological fulfillment of the exodus (pg 23-24).  How does comparing the ministry of Jesus to the exodus help you treasure Christ more?
3. What are two ways which tradition has impacted the way we understand how God reveals himself to us?  What comfort can you take in the manner God reveals himself to Moses in Exodus 6?
4. Part of the beauty of God revealing himself to Moses is the phenomenal contrast he presents between himself and the false Egyptian idols.  Identify one idol in your life (comfort, food, a relationship, etc…) and compare and contrast this idol to the God of the Bible.
5. Discuss the four promises God made to Moses.  Include comments regarding their relational nature, bilateral bent, and implications for community.
6. On page 39, the author criticizes our modern tendency to believe relationships can be amoral.  Name one relationship in your life (family, co-worker, hobby buddy, etc…) in which, with your actions and/or words, you may be failing to express a Christian worldview.  Discuss what keeps you from reflecting Christ in this relationship and how you may begin to relate to this person in a more Christ-centered fashion.
Chapter 3 

1. Explain, by using a few examples, why the author calls the book of Genesis a covenantal-historical introduction.

2. Read through Genesis 1-2 again.  Why is this considered to be a covenantal text? What are the covenantal elements present?
3. On page 49, the author stresses how God binds all creation to himself in a covenant.  Night, day, winter and summer all obey the sovereign Lord.  How can this fact give you hope as you live your life within God’s created order?
4. Our last study in GBP traced the kingdom theme throughout scripture.  How does the covenant theme interrelate with the kingdom thrust?
5. The creation narrative helped the Hebrew people place their own story within the wider context of cosmic redemption.  Meditate for a season on God as redeemer of worlds!! Share how this meditation increases your view of God’s majestic power and increases your admiration of him.
6. On page 61, the author shares how the image of God is meant to be lived out in relation to other humans.  In what situations are you tempted to confuse the correct biblical idea of a personal relationship with God with the modern unbiblical notion of a private relationship with God?
7. What structures at TCC help you to remember the necessity of your relationships with others in your walk with Jesus?
8. Reflect on this quote- “Man glorifies God by transcribing, writing out his character in the world in the multiplicity of our divinely designed and intended relationships.”
a. How does this challenge your shy, introverted tendencies?
b. Search your heart and identify one relationship in your life that you struggle to see as divinely designed.  Perhaps it is a rival at work or a cross family member.  Evaluate your interactions with this person and pinpoint where you can make progress in imaging forth God’s perfect love in Christ to them.
9. God’s creation covenant reminds us that God sovereignly initiates a Father/child relationship with us.  Share some promises in Scripture that remind you that God will not prove unfaithful in this covenantal relationship.  Dwell upon his steadfast love and rejoice!

Chapter 4

1. Though we should champion the truthfulness of the Scriptures, there is a danger in defending the accuracy of the Bible. One such danger the author notes is the pitfall of missing the main theological point found in the text. Considering the story of the Fall and its relationship to the creation narrative, what is one such theological point that is often missed?

2. According to the Bible, as illustrated especially in Genesis 3, what is sin? What are the various ways the Scriptures speak of sin?

3. How does Paul allude to sin in Romans 5.14? What is the crucial connection the author (Williams) makes between breaking the law of God and relating to God himself?

4. Reflect on Hosea 4.2-3. Note how the prophet connects (somewhat mysteriously) the sin of man and calamities in nature. Now consider your own sin habits. Discuss how realizing that your sinfulness may contribute to the decline of creation might motivate you to intensify your fight against sin.

5. On page 69, Williams speaks of two ruling beings, God and Satan, who lay claim to all things. No aspect of your life lies uncontested in neutral territory. Spend some time meditating over James 4.1-10 and ask God to reveal the “passions at war within you.” Then position yourself in a place of submission before God in your soul and resolve to commit to Christ as master of these passions. As your answer to this question, share any thoughts or prayers you deem appropriate.

6. Outline the concepts of a covenant of works and a covenant of grace. What are the benefits and dangers of these concepts? What are the benefits of the middle ground position favored by the author?

7. On pages 75-76, the author places the Fall within the grander scheme of redemptive history. In your own words, explain how the Fall and sin form the backdrop for the coming of Christ and his death and resurrection. Include any illustrations or examples that you feel may help a child understand the place of Adam’s sin within the big picture of the Bible.

Chapter 5

1. Discuss three things the flood narrative teaches us about sin.

2. How does the judgment seen in the flood story serve God’s larger redemptive plan?

3. Share what God preserves through the flood judgment? Pinpoint a hard circumstance in your life that may blind you from seeing God’s preserving work in your life. What Scriptural promises can help you recall how your Father is always working for your redemptive preservation?

4. Discuss the notion of “common grace.” How can this reality bring you comfort the week after our political election in America?

5. How can the imagery of the rainbow after the flood remind you of God’s covenantal faithfulness?

6. In what sense is the rainbow a reminder to God? How can this bring you hope when you are tempted to doubt God’s presence in your life?

7. The author notes (pages 88-89) how Genesis 4-11 reveals a recurring pattern of sin and grace. Reflect on the pattern in the other passages he mentions (Garden, genealogy, etc…). Now see if you can identify a pattern of specific sin and grace in your own life. Discuss this pattern in your own life by interacting with some or all of the following questions:

a. What inclines my heart to sin?

b. Is there a fleshly lust driving the desire for this sin?

c. Which circumstances allow for committing this sin?

d. What is the root of the temptation?

e. What am I craving as a result of this sin?

f. How does Christ satisfy over and against this particular sin?

g. What enjoyments of Christ will be forfeited in this sin?

Bonus Question

Can you rate the following words or phrases from Chapter 5 in order of their ability to confuse the dickens out of you?

· Illicit

· Moral autonomy

· Fratricide

· Covenant mediator

· Degeneration

· Pre-Abrahamic

· Debase

· Enumerate

· Shalom

· Non sequitur

· Common grace

· Creational order

· Annulled

· Eradicate

· Recommissions
Chapter 6

1. The author indicates that God’s calling of Abram represents both a fresh start and a relationship that is not a fresh start.  What does he mean by this?

2. How does God’s election of Abram correct the desires of man as expressed in the Babel narrative?

3. Meditate on the implications of the reality of God as one who has the ultimate sovereign freedom to choose.  What hope does this give you?  Share any struggles you may have with the notion of God as one who chooses some over others.

4. How does the Abrahamic covenant relate to the previous promise made by God in Genesis 3:15?

5. Some may be tempted to believe that by narrowing his focus to the election of Abram, God is turning his back on other nations. Why is this not true?

a. What is the main purpose of the Abrahamic covenant?

6. Why, according to the author, did God choose the rocky desert area of Canaan as the land for his people?

7. Williams ends this chapter by stating, “The people of God are called to act in conformity of grace, in the light of grace, and in the power of grace.” 

a. Are you having a relational struggle this week with someone in your life that is challenging your ability to walk in the power of grace? Are you struggling to forgive someone or holding a grudge because you have been injured? If so, look at Romans 6.1-7 and share how your union with Christ in His death and resurrection should encourage you in believing the gospel’s victory over this sin struggle in your heart.

Chapter 7

1. Some may be tempted to think of God’s election of Israel as unfairly exclusive.  One might ask, “How could a fair God reveal himself to only Israel and not all other tribes of people?” Discuss, in light of the first three pages of this chapter, how you might answer this argument.

2. On page 123, Williams states, “Israel forgot that blood and land were covenant means rather than ends of themselves.” What in the world does this mean?
3. Share some biblical examples that indicate Israel and its leaders began to misinterpret God’s plan for Israel’s relationship to the nations.

4. Though Abraham is to be the father of many nations, his tendency to disown his wife will never win him the “Husband of the Year” award!  What is the larger point of the narratives (Gen 12.18-19; 20.2) depicting Abraham’s faithlessness as a husband?

5. Discuss how God reaffirms his agreement with his people with a sign in Genesis 15.  Meditate on the parts of God’s nature he is revealing to you in this story.  How might what you see of God in this passage bring you comfort when you feel overwhelmed by your own sin struggles and faithless failures? 

6. For your joy, compare the attributes of God you see here in Genesis 15 with God’s ultimate revelation of himself in Christ Jesus, specifically in his death and resurrection.           

7. In the ancient world, the act of circumcision symbolized the ability to procreate as well as the entrance into puberty.  When God offers this act as a sign for his people, how is the rite to be interpreted?

8. It’s phenomenal how our own life circumstances will blind us to God’s good intentions and his power to fulfill his promises. Abraham and Sarah’s age was one such deceitful life problem in Genesis 17-18. 

a. Identify one such circumstance in your life that tempts to shield your view of God’s benevolent graciousness and beauty.

b. What parts of the good news of Jesus Christ are you forgetting when you believe this circumstance is insurmountable?

c. Find a specific promise in the Bible that you can use to guard your mind often against unbelief in the midst of trying circumstances.

Chapter 8
 

1. As chapter 8 moves us into the story of the Exodus and the next stage of God’s covenant plan, note the emphasis on the absolute certainty that Yahweh will remember his promises.  Think hard about whom God shows himself to be in Exodus 2:23-24.  List five ways God has shown himself faithful to his promises in your life this week.

2. What were some of the definite advantages of God choosing Israel over other nations to be his treasured possession?  How is his choosing of the nation of Israel similar to this choosing of Jacob?
3. Specifically, how could Israel become a kingdom of priests to the nations?
4. How does the agreement initiated by God in Exodus 20 share some parallels with a (obligatory fancy phrase alert!) Hittite suzerainty treaty? What are some implications of these parallels?
5. One of Williams’ salient points in the chapter (see especially page 145) is that God is much more than a suzerain, though he is that.  He is also the perfect, tenderhearted Father to his sons and daughters.  As 2008 grinds to a halt, think back on the year as a whole.  Specifically, how has God carried you on eagles’ wings this year?  Take this and turn it into a prayer of intimate thankfulness to your kind and benevolent Father.
6. Regarding the Sinai covenant, Williams states, “The stipulations exist to serve the relationship.”  This is true also of the “law of Christ” found in the New Testament.  Discuss how one of Christ’s commands in the gospels, that might be hard to obey, has served to increase your faith.
Chapter 10

1. Define the purpose of the judges in Israel and describe how they are distinct from the kings.

2. On page 173, the author details the sad cycle of sin in the book of Judges.  What does this say about Israel?  About God?

a. Try and identify a cycle of sin in your heart (I am lazy so I am constantly late and wasting time).  Identify if this cycle typically begins with you failing to believe something about God (I’m failing to believe God in Christ can satisfy me more than rest in bed).  If so, jot down some promises God has made in his word that can attack your unbelief (Ps16.11 - at God’s right hand are pleasures forevermore).  Then pray that he will abolish your unbelief in Christ.

3. How did Saul fail as king in relationship to the covenant?

4. Work out and explain the differences in position and role of the 3 mediatorial offices.

5. How does the Davidic covenant relate to the Abrahamic agreement?

6. Explain how does Christ Jesus fulfill the Davidic covenant.  Then, spend some time rejoicing with your king for who He is!

Chapter 11

1. Describe the OT prophets’ relationship to the covenant God made with Moses.

2. On page 192, Williams gives the elements involved in the prophetic message.  Search the OT and give biblical examples that highlight these respective elements.

3. Explain how the sins of idolatry, greed, and injustice undermine Israel’s standing with God. 

a. Take the time to share how God has given you victory through Jesus Christ in one of these three sin areas.

4. Discuss the prophet’s role in speaking of the future.

5. The prophets proclaim the coming of God in both judgment and salvation.  The NT authors also affirm both of these realities.

a. Read through Rev 19.11-18 and share how this vivid picture of God in Christ coming in judgment might motivate you to pursue holiness.

b. Read through Rev 21.1-7, 22-26 and relate how this vision of God delivering salvation of all of the cosmos gives you hope to endure.

6. Take some time to think back over what you have learned about God through reading these two books together (FCF and GBP). 

a. What has God taught you about Himself?

b. Has he revealed any sin you need to focus on defeating?  If so, have you enlisted the help of those who love you in Christ?

7. What has been the most satisfying part of this study?  

