Basics For Believers

Questions

Chapter One:
1. Identify the three strands of influences in modern Western Culture that are also present in the Roman Empire at the time of the writing of Philippians that Carson feels tempt us to accept a “domesticated version of the gospel.”  As you examine your own life, discuss how one of these influences may be currently tempting you.
2. Locate the three reasons found in 1:3-8 that move Paul’s heart to abound with glorious thanksgiving to God.  As we see similar things in the lives of folks in our church family at TCC, our hearts should likewise overflow with joyous praise and thanksgiving.  Discuss why it is challenging for you to experience such rejoicing when God works in the lives of others.  
3. Examine the circumstances in life that regularly move you towards thanking God.  How similar are these things to the stuff that ignites Paul’s heart with passionate gratitude? 
4. Compare and contrast your view of Christian fellowship with the view of “fellowship of the Gospel” presented by the author on pages 16-18.
5. In light of the recent TCC sermon series on What is God’s Will? how can 1:9-11 aide us in our decision-making process?
6. On page 22 Carson zings us by asking, “When was the last time you prayed that the brothers and sisters in your congregation would abound in love more and more in knowledge and depth of insight so that they might discern the best things and prove them out in their own experience, being filled with the fruit of righteousness, to the glory of God?” Yikes!  If your answer is something like, “How about never!” how can you begin to reorient your prayer life to reflect these gospel-centered concerns?  What practical steps can you take?
7. In 1:12-18a what two reasons does Paul offer to assure the church in Philippi that God is ruling well over his imprisonment, working all things for the good of those called according to his purpose?  How does seeing God magnify himself through Paul’s imprisonment give you hope that God is working through you during a current trial in your life? 
8. Let this lesson from Philippians 1:18b-26 floor you - put the converts of the gospel at the center of your principled self-denial. Share your comments on the following Carson quote from pg 27, “Often we are tempted to evaluate alternatives by thinking through what seems best for us.  How often do we raise as a first principle what is best for the church?  When faced with, say, a job offer that would take us to another city or with mortal illness that calls forth our diligent intercession, how quickly do we employ Paul’s criteria here established: What would be best for the church?  What would be best for my brothers and sisters in Christ?” (Emphasis added).
Chapter Two:

1. Contrast the traditional views of “propitiation” and “God’s wrath” with the more modern views mentioned by Carson (pg 35-37).

2. Discuss how God should be viewed as “simultaneously angry and loving.”  How do we see both God’s love and anger demonstrated at the cross of Christ?  How may this demonstration give us hope during life’s trials when nothing seems to be going our way and we feel God is against us?

3. Reflecting on Revelation 12 Carson writes on pg 40, “…believers escape the accusations of Satan himself…because they make instant appeal to the cross.” What are some practical aides in your life that can yank your heart towards such an appeal to the cross when Satan’s flaming arrows of guilt are fired at your soul?

4. In Philippians 2:4 Paul exhorts us, “in humility count others as more significant than yourselves.” He then embarks on a wonderfully descriptive account of Christ’s mighty display of humility as he put aside his heavenly authority and ruling rights while he endeavored to complete the mission granted him by the Father. What is one “right” you can, by the power of the Spirit of Christ, humbly put aside in your life this week in order to serve your spouse/roommate?

5. Philippians 2:6-7 has some potentially confusing, yet profound statements about Jesus.  In your own words, share what the following phrases are meant to communicate:

a. “he was in the form of God”

b. “did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped”

c. “made himself nothing”

d. “being born in the likeness of men”

6. Read Philippians 2:9-11 alongside Isaiah 45:22-25 and behold the beauty of our exalted Lord, Jesus of Nazareth!  To him and him alone will every knee one day bow.  This vision of our reigning King is meant to motivate us to “shine as lights in the world (v 15),” and “do all things without grumbling or questioning (v 14).”  Connect the dots.  How might a clear view of Christ reigning supreme guard your heart from grumbling and complaining when you don’t get your way?

7. On page 49 Carson recommends, in light of Christ’s rule, a kind, yet open and frank form of evangelism.  Some would consider this type of confrontation offensive and borderline rude.  Share why, in light of biblical realities, such straight talk is actually loving.    

Chapter Three:
1. Specifically, what exactly does Paul mean when he instructs the reader in 1:27 to “Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ?”

2. While stressing the reality of Christians undergoing physical persecution for the sake of the cross in many areas of the world, Carson also is able to state, “But learning to take up our cross daily, learning to suffer cheerfully for Jesus’ sake, certainly extends beyond physical persecution.”  Discuss what this non-persecution type of cross-bearing looks like in your life.

3. On pg 56, when discussing the cross-bearing aspect of discipleship Carson points us to Acts 5:41 where we see early believers “rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.”  These folks not only endured trials for Christ well, they rejoiced in them!  How might meditating on the example of Christ and his sufferings increase your joy in the midst of your trials?

4. At the beginning of chapter 2, what is Paul’s encouragement to all of us who have been blessed by our union with Christ?

5. Sometimes it’s helpful to read the Bible backwards! 

a. Read again through the marvelous example of Christ Jesus recorded in 2:6-11. Particularly, note the attitude Christ has.

b. Now grasp the command in vs. 5 where we are told, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.”

c. Next, let the exhortation of vs. 3-4 prick your heart: “in humility count others more significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”

d. Finally, choose 3 people in your life that you will endeavor to humbly count as more important than yourself this week by prioritizing their interests over your own.  Go and humbly serve these folks so that they see Christ better and your joy increases.

6. What does it mean to “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling?”  Explore the apparent tension between our responsibility and God’s sovereign control over salvation.

7. Identify the 3 things Carson mentions in his discussion on 2:14-18 that characterize an entire life of working out our salvation.

a. Of these three, which seems the hardest for you to pursue? 

b. Try to identify any root sins in your heart that inhibit this pursuit.  

c. What part of the gospel can give you hope that these root sins can be overcome so that you can bear fruit in this pursuit? 

Chapter Four:
1. Identify the 5 types of Christian leaders Paul suggests we should be emulating in Philippians chapters 2-3.

a. Which of the 5 characteristics of good Christian leaders mentioned by Paul has been the hardest to cultivate in your life?  Why is this?

b. Jot down some models of this characteristic in our own fellowship from whom you may learn.

2. Timothy was a man who, because of his relationship to Jesus Christ, cared immensely about the well-being of others in his local church.  As an exercise in humility, ask your memorization partner the following 3 questions this week:

a. If you had to give me a letter grade in caring for others at TCC, what grade would I receive?

b. What could I do to improve my grade?

c. Whom in our fellowship might I learn from in this area?

3. In reflecting on Paul’s commendation of Epaphroditus, Carson states, “…under the terms of the new covenant, worship is bound up with all of life…either we are God-centered in all that we do, or we are not.”

a. Praise Christ for his victory by sharing one area of your life in which you have seen more God-centeredness over the past year.

b. Confess one area in which you still struggle to worship God.

4. What might it look like for you, like Paul, to boast in your weaknesses to others at TCC so that Christ’s strength may be perfected in you?

5. Summarize the error of the “dogs” in Philippians 3:1-9.

6. Share in your own words at least 3 points Paul makes about the “righteousness that comes from God” in Philippians 3:8-9.

7. Paul exhorts us in Philippians 3:20-21 to live as people eagerly awaiting Jesus Christ’s return from heaven.  Let’s focus in on our use of our money and resources.  Practically speaking, how can you manage your finances as one who eagerly awaits the return of our King Jesus?  What would this look like?

Chapter Five:
1. According to Carson, what is the main point of Philippians 4?  List the seven components of this theme.

2. In Philippians 4:5 Paul exhorts us on toward greater gentleness or “self-effacing kindness.”  

a. Discuss what growth in such gentleness might look like in your heart.

b. Which of your common heart attitudes are furthest from gentleness?

c. How might believing that “the Lord is near” thrust you forward in Christ-like gentleness?

3. Read Philippians 4:8 in light of Ps. 139:23-24.  Ask God to show you your wicked thought patterns and any habitual offensive ways that have crept into your life.  Confess these sins before God and humbly confess these to your memorization partner.

4. How does Paul’s contentment in life relate to his circumstances?

a. What does he mean when he says he can do “everything” or “all things” through Christ?

b. Which circumstances have overwhelmed you this week?

c. What part of the gospel can bolster your contentment during these trials?

Beloved, please take the time to serve TCC by responding to the following questions regarding this Philippians Bible study.

1. Overall, on a scale of 1-10, how would you rate this bible study?

2. Circle which parts of the study proved more beneficial for your soul.

a. Simply reading through Philippians

b. Digging into BFB while reading Philippians

c. Memorizing Scripture

d. Answering the weekly questions

e. Meeting with a partner

f. Meeting with the large discussion group

g. Receiving accountability from TCC

3. What proved most challenging about this course?

4. Describe the book BFB.

a. Did you enjoy it?

b. Was it challenging reading, on your level, or a bit too basic?

5. Describe the questions regarding the reading.

a. Were they clear?

b. Did they help you learn the author’s main points?

c. Did they engage you on a heart level?

d. Were they too difficult?

e. Were there too many questions?

6. On average, how much time a week did you put into this course?

7. Would you be interested in taking a similar course in the future?

8. Do have any suggestions as on how to improve the format of the course?

9. Please offer any other comments or suggestions that you have for us regarding this course-we want to improve!

Be encouraged that God can use your diligence in this study to help you stand firm in your faith in Christ Jesus!
