Article 4: Jesus Christ

We believe that Jesus Christ

e Matt. 1:21 — “** She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.””

e Matt. 16:18 — “® And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

is God incarnate,

e Jn.1:14 — “* And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and
we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth.”

e Jn.1:18 — “®® No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the
Father’s side, he has made him known.”

e 1Jn.4:2 —“?By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,”

fully God

e Isa.9:6 — “®For to usa childis born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.”

e Jer.23:6 — “®In his daysJudah will be saved, and Israel will dwell
securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is
our righteousness.””

e Jn.1:1—“"Inthe beginningwas the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.”

e Jn.20:28 — “®Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!””
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e Rom. 9:5 — “*To them belongthe patriarchs, and from their race,
accordingto the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed
forever. Amen.”

e Col.2:9 —“°For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,”

and fully man,

e Matt. 4:2 — “> And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was
hungry.”

e Lk. 2:40 — “® And the child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.”

e Lk. 2:52 —“*2 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in
favor with God and man.”

e Jn.11:35— “* Jesus wept.”

e Heb. 5:7-8 — “7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save
him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.

8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he
suffered.”

e 1Jn.1:1-3 —“* That which was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon
and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life —
2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it
and proclaimto you the eternal life, which was with the Father and
was made manifest to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we
proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us;
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ.”

one Person in two natures.
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e Jn.3:13 - “®No one has ascended into heaven except he who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man.”

e Jn.10:30 — “* | and the Father are one.”

e Jn.17:5 - “>And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with
the glory that | had with you before the world existed.”

Jesus—Israel's promised Messiah—

e Gen. 3:14-20 — ““The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you
have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all
beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life. > | will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall
bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” ** To the woman he
said, “l will surely multiply your painin childbearing;in pain you shall
bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he
shall rule over you.” ¥ And to Adam he said, “Because you have
listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of
which | commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,” cursed is the
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your
life; 3 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall
eat the plants of the field. *° By the sweat of your face you shall eat
bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for
you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 2 The man called his
wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of allliving.”

e Gen. 12:1-3 — “Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country
and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that | will show
you. 2And | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 31 will bless
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those who bless you, and him who dishonorsyou | will curse, and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.””

Gen. 49:8-12 — “® “Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand
shall be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s sons shall bow
down before you. ? Judahis a lion’s cub; from the prey, my son, you
have gone up. He stooped down; he crouched as alion and as a
lioness; who dares rouse him? ¥ The scepter shall not depart from
Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until tribute
comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.
Binding his foal to the vine and his donkey’s colt to the choice vine,
he has washed his garments in wine and his vesture in the blood of
grapes.  His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth whiter than
milk.”

2 Sam. 7:11b-16 — “...Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the
Lord will make you a house. ™ When your days are fulfilled and you
lie down with your fathers, | will raise up your offspring after you,
who shall come from your body, and | will establish his kingdom.

3 He shall build a house for my name, and | will establish the throne
of his kingdom forever. ** | will be to him a father, and he shall be to
me a son. When he commits iniquity, | will discipline him with the
rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, *® but my steadfast
love will not depart from him, as | took it from Saul, whom | put
away from before you. *®* And your house and your kingdom shall be
made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established
forever.”””

Matt. 1:1 — “* The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of
David, the son of Abraham.”
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e Matt. 1:17 — “¥ So all the generations from Abraham to David were
fourteen generations, and from David to the deportationto Babylon
fourteen generations, and from the deportationto Babylonto the
Christ fourteen generations.”

o Lk.4:16-22 —“*®* And he came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on
the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read.  And the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found
the place where it was written, *® “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, ¥ to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” * And he rolled up the scroll
and gave it back to the attendantand sat down. And the eyes of all
in the synagogue were fixed on him.  And he began to say to them,
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 2 And all
spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were
coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?””

o Lk.24:25-27 —“®* And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! ® Was it not
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into
his glory?” % And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
himself.”

e Jn.1:41 — ““He first found his own brother Simon and said to him,
“We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ).”

e Jn.4:25-26 — “® The woman said to him, “l know that Messiah is
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coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all
things.” % Jesus said to her, “l who speak to you am he.””

e Acts 2:36 — “*® Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain
that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you
crucified.””

e Acts 13:23 — “® Of this man’s offspring God has brought to Israel a
Savior, Jesus, as he promised.”

e Acts 13:32 — “** And we bring you the good news that what God
promised to the fathers,”

e Rom. 1:2-3 — “?which he promised beforehand through his prophets
in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended
from David according to the flesh”

e 2 Tim. 2:8-9 — “®Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the
offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, ®for which | am
suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is
not bound!”

was conceived through the Holy Spirit

e Matt. 1:18 — “® Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they
came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit”

e Lk. 1:34-35 — “** And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since |
am a virgin?” * And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of
God.”

and born of the virgin Mary.
e Isa.7:14 — ““Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold,
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the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel.”

Matt. 1:20 — “?*° But as he considered these things, behold, an angel
of the Lord appearedto himin a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”

Lk. 1:34-35 — “** And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since |
am a virgin?” 3 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of
God.”

He lived a sinless life,

Rom. 5:19 — “¥ For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were
made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be
made righteous.”

Gal. 4:4-5 — “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, >to redeem those
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as
sons.”

Matt. 3:15 — “¥ But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it
is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.”

Phil. 2:7-8 — ““ but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. 2 And being found in human form,
he humbled himself by becoming obedientto the point of death,
even death on a cross.”

Heb. 4:15 — “** For we do not have a high priest who is unableto
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has
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been tempted as we are, yet without sin.”

was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

Deut. 21:23 — “®B his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but
you shall bury him the same day, for a hanged man is cursed by God.
You shall not defile your land that the Lord your God is giving you for
an inheritance.”

Ps. 16:10 — “!® For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your
holy one see corruption.”

Matt. 27:26 — “*® Then he released for them Barabbas, and having
scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.”

Mk. 15:15 — “*> So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for
them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be
crucified.”

Lk. 23:16 — “** | will therefore punish and release him.”

Jn. 19:16 — “** So he delivered him over to them to be crucified.”
Acts 2:27 — “?” For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let
your Holy One see corruption.”

Acts 2:37 — “*” Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart,
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall
we do?””

arose bodily from the dead,

Matt. 28:1-10 — “*Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the
first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to
see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an
angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back
the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his
clothing white as snow. * And for fear of him the guards trembled
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and became like dead men. ®But the angel said to the women, “Do
not be afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. ® He
is not here, for he hasrisen, as he said. Come, see the place where
he lay.” Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from
the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you
will see him. See, | have told you.” 8So they departed quickly from
the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. ° And
behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up
and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. * Then Jesus said to
them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee,
and there they will see me.””

e Mk. 16:1-8 — “* When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary
the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might
go and anointhim. 2And very early on the first day of the week,
when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3And they were
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the
entrance of the tomb?” * And looking up, they saw that the stone
had been rolled back—it was very large. ®> And entering the tomb,
they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white
robe, and they were alarmed. ® And he said to them, “Do not be
alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has
risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him.” But go, tell
his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There
you will see him, just as he told you.” 2 And they went out and fled
from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them,
and they said nothingto anyone, for they were afraid.”

o Lk.24:39 — “¥ See my handsand my feet, thatit is | myself. Touch
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me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see
that | have.””

e Rom. 4:25 — “® who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised
for our justification.”

e 1 Cor.15:20 — “®But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”

e 1 Cor. 15:44-45 — ““ |t is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual
body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. *® Thus
itis written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last
Adam became a life-giving spirit.”

e Col.1:18 — “® And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might
be preeminent.”

e Rev. 1:5 —“*and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn
of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and
has freed us from our sins by his blood”

ascended into heaven

e Lk. 24:51 — “** While he blessed them, he parted from them and was
carried up into heaven.”

e Acts 1:6-11 — “®So when they had come together, they asked him,
“Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said
to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father
has fixed by his own authority. 2 But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem andin all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
® And when he had said these things, as they were lookingon, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. ** And while
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they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by
them in white robes, * and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.
Eph. 1:20 — “®that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,”

Eph. 4:8-10 — “®Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led
a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” °(In saying, “He
ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into
the lower regions, the earth? ® He who descended is the one who
also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all
things.)”

1 Tim. 3:16 — “*® Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of
godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit,
seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the
world, taken up in glory.”

nn

and sits at the right hand of God the Father

Eph. 1:20 — “® that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,”

Col. 3:1 —“3 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God”
Heb. 1:3 — “®He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high,”

Heb. 8:1 — “Now the pointin what we are saying is this: we have
such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne
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of the Majesty in heaven,”

e Heb. 10:12 — “ But when Christ had offered for all time a single
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God,”

e 1 Pet.3:22 —“? who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers havingbeen subjected to
him.”

as our High Priest

e Heb. 2:17 — “Y Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in
every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high
priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the
people.”

e Heb. 3:1 — “Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly
calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our
confession,”

e Heb. 4:14 — “*Since then we have a great high priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast
our confession.”

e Heb. 6:20 — “®® where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf,
having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.”

e Heb. 8:1 — “Now the pointin what we are saying is this: we have
such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne
of the Majesty in heaven,”

and Advocate.

e Rom. 8: 34 — “**Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who
died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed is interceding for us.”

e Heb. 7:25 — “® Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost
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those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to
make intercession for them.”

Heb. 9:24 — “** For Christ has entered, not into holy places made
with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven
itself, now to appearin the presence of God on our behalf.”
1Jn.2:1 —“* My little children, | am writing these things to you so

that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
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